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Note: Since these log files are derived from the Closed Captions 

created during the Channel 6 live cablecasts, there are occasional 

spelling and grammatical errors. These Closed Caption logs are 

not official records of Council Meetings and cannot be relied on 

for official purposes. For official records or transcripts, please 

contact the City Clerk at (512) 974-2210.  

GOOD MORNING, I'M AUSTIN MAYOR WILL WYNN  

BOB: Now,MMMM SALVATION ARMY TO LEAD US IN OUR 

INVOCATION, PLEASE RISE.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR, THIS WEEK, MAY 15th THROUGH 

SUNDAY MAY THE 21st, WE ARE CELEBRATING NATIONAL 

SALVATION ARMY WEEK. THE ONLY BUSINESS IN THE 

COMMUNITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS, EVERYWHERE IS STILL 

HUMAN BUSINESS, UNDERTAKEN WITH JOY FOR THE FAMILY 

OF HUMAN KIND TO THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD AND WE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYER AND SUPPORT. SHALL WE 

PRAY? OH, GRACIOUS LOVING GOD, WE COME TO YOU THAT 

YOU ARE THE GOD OF THE WORLD IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN. 

GOD WE KNOW THAT YOU HOLD THE KING'S HEART IN YOUR 

HANDS, WE THANK YOU FOR THE GRACE THAT YOU HAVE 

BESTOWED UPON US. FOR THE FACT THAT YOU ALLOWED 

US TO LIVE IN THIS FREE COUNTRY, ALLOWED US TO LIVE IN 

THIS GREAT STATE. GOD NOW COME AND WE ASK YOUR 

BLESSINGING ON THIS COUNCIL, GOD, I ASK THAT YOU GIVE 

THEM WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 

AND THE COURAGE TO STAND AGAINST EVIL. HELP US 

TODAY TO REMEMBER THAT ALL THE SERVANTS OR ALLER 

SERVANTS WHO ARE FORGOTTEN BY OTHERS, POOR, 

HUNGRY, HOMELESS, FRIENDLESS, THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE, 

KEEP US MINDFUL THAT WE SERVE YOU WHEN YOU SERVE 

THE LEAST AMONG US. AND, LORD, WE WILL GIVE YOU 

PRAISE AND GLORY FOR ALL THAT IS DONE. WE PRAY ALL OF 



THESE THINGS IN JESUS CHRIST'S MOST PRECIOUS NAME, 

AMEN!  

THANK YOU, CAPTAIN HOUSTON. THERE BEING A QUORUM 

PRESENT, I WILL CALL TO ORDER THE AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL, 

THURSDAY, MAY 18th, 2006, IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

BUILDING, APPROXIMATELY 10:15 IN THE MORNING. FIRST, I 

WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME BACK OUR CITY MANAGER, OUR 

FIRST TIME TO SEE TOBY FUTRELL ALL WEEK. WE KNOW SHE 

HAD A SURGERY EARLIER BOEM BOMB AND SHE LOOKS NO 

WORSE FOR WEAR. I KNOW THAT DON IS DON IS EXCITED TO 

HAVE HER BACK AT THE OFFICE.  

MAYOR?  

Mayor Wynn: MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, VERY MUCH. WE WANT TO SAY THANK 

CITY MANAGER THAT WE ARE BACK TODAY. FIRST OF ALL I 

DIDN'T GET A CHANCE TO COMMEND THE MAYOR FOR 

WINNING HIS RACE. CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU, I THANK 

GOD THAT ME AND YOU HAD A CLEAN RACE, TREATED EACH 

OTHER WITH RESPECT, CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, ROBERT MARTINEZ, AND 

ALSO SHERYL COLE THAT WILL BE SITTING IN THIS CHAIR. I 

SAY TO YOU ALL IT WAS A GREAT TIME FOR SIX YEARS. I 

WILL PROBABLY SAY SOMETHING THE LAST MEETING BUT 

WHOEVER SITS IN THIS CHAIR, THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO 

REALLY PERFORM, BUT I COMMEND THE MAYOR AND THE 

REST OF YOU ALL, CONGRATULATIONS, HOPE THAT YOU 

WORK TOGETHER TO TAKE THIS CITY TO THE LEVEL THAT IT 

NEEDS TO BE TAKEN TO. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. GOD 

BLESS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MAYOR PRO TEM, FOR THOSE KIND 

WORDS. ACTUALLY, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ FOR A COMMENT?  

Alvarez: I WANTED TO TAKE A POINT OF PERSONAL 

PRIVILEGE SO HE IF WE COULD RECOGNIZE A MOMENT OF 

SILENCE FOR WOODY BRISENO, A YOUNG MAN KILLED IN 

THE HOLLY NEIGHBORHOOD BACK IN SEPTEMBER. TODAY 

WOULD BE HIS 17th BIRTHDAY. AND THE FAMILY AND 



COMMUNITY IS PLANNING A -- PLANTING A TREE IN HIS 

MEMORY, I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR THE 

COUNCIL JUST TO RECOGNIZE A MOMENT OF SILENCE, YOU 

KNOW, IN HONOR OF WOODY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH, THANK YOU, 

COUNCILMEMBER. SO, COUNCIL, WE HAVE A HANDFUL OF 

CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS TO THIS WEEK'S POSTED 

AGENDA. I WILL GO THROUGH THOSE BRIEFLY. GOOD NEWS 

IS A NUMBER OF POSTPONEMENTS. ON ACTION ITEM NO. 2, 

WE NEED TO STRIKE THE PHRASE TO BE REVIEWED BY THE 

AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION ON MAY 16th BECAUSE IN 

FACT IT WAS, THIS COMES TO US RECOMMENDED BY THE 

AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION, ITEM NO. 2. WE HAVE 

SEVERAL POSTPONEMENTS. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL BE 

POSTPONED AND NOT ALL UNTIL MAY 25th, 2006, NEXT 

WEEK'S AGENDA. THOSE POSTPONED ITEMS WILL BE ITEM 

13, 23, 24, 25 AND 26. WE WILL NOTE MS. SPENCE THAT ITEM 

NO. 28 WILL NOT BE ON THE CONSENT AGENDA AS IT WILL BE 

TAKEN UP POTENTIALLY AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING ITEM 

NO. 54. AND ON ITEM NO. 30, WE NEED TO STRIKE THE WORD 

INTERIM, BECAUSE IN FACT WE NOW HAVE DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATIONS REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE 

FAMILY RESIDENCES. SO OUR ITEM NO. 30, A POTENTIAL 

WAIVER, IS ACTUALLY OF OUR DEVELOPMENT REGS, NOT AN 

INTERIM DEVELOPMENT REGULATION. OUR TIME CERTAINS 

FOR THIS -- FOR THIS -- THIS DAY, AT NOON WE BREAK FOR 

OUR GENERAL CITIZENS COMMUNICATIONS, AT NOON WE 

HAVE OUR -- WE WILL HAVE OUR BOND SALES, WHERE WE 

WILL BE SELLING A NUMBER OF OUR CITY PONDS. AT 2:00 WE 

WILL ALSO HAVE A COUPLE OF BRIEFINGS, THE FIRST WILL 

BE RELATED TO RAPID RESPONSE AND THE -- THE TOWING 

ORDINANCES ASSOCIATED WITH THAT. WE WILL ALSO HAVE 

A BRIEFING REGARDING THE RECENT STORM EVENT AND 

POWER OUTAGES. LET'S SEE. AT 4:00, WE ARE OUR ZONING 

AND APPROVAL OF ORDINANCES AND RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANTS. WE WILL HAVE BOTH CASES WHERE WE HAVE 

ALREADY CLOSED THE PUBLISH HEARING, THEN WE WILL 

HAVE A NUMBER OF PUBLIC HEARINGS ZONING CASES 

TAKING UP SHH TIME AFTER 4:00 -- UP SOME TIME AFTER 4:00 

P.M. 5:30 WE WILL BREAK FOR LIVE MUSIC AND 

PROCLAMATIONS, SOMETIME AFTER 6:00 P.M., WE WILL HAVE 



PUBLIC HEARINGS AND POSSIBLE ACTIONS. WE HAVE A 

NUMBER OF PUBLIC HEARINGS, BUT WE ALSO -- ONE NOTE 

WILL BE THAT WE WILL BE TAKING TESTIMONY AT A PUBLIC 

HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED BOND ELECTION. WE 

WON'T BE TAKING ACTION TONIGHT, BUT THIS IS ONE OF A 

COUPLE OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOLKS TO GIVE US 

TESTIMONY REGARDING A PROPOSED BOND ELECTION 

SOMETIME AFTER 6:00 P.M. COUNCIL, CURRENTLY THERE 

ARE NO ITEMS THAT ARE PULLED OFF THE CONSENT 

AGENDA. SO THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY. ANY ITEMS TO BE 

PULLED OFF THE CONSENT AGENDA? COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: MAYOR, ITEM 32, SHOULD -- SHOULD GO AT 2:00. 

THIS IS THE RESOLUTION FROM YOU AND ME REGARDING 

THE -- THE POLICY DIRECTION FOR THE RUSH HOUR RAPID 

RESPONSE.  

Mayor Wynn: YOU ARE SUGGESTING THAT WE TAKE IT UP 

AFTER THE BRIEFING.  

YES.  

OKAY. MS. SPENCE, PLEASE NOTE THAT ITEM 32 WILL NOT 

BE ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, WE WILL TAKE IT UP AFTER 

OUR AFTERNOON BRIEFING. MS. TERRY POINTS OUT ITEM 

NO. 8 IS RELATED TO THAT. WE WILL TAKE ITEM 32 AND 8 OFF 

THE CONSENT AGENDA, MS. SPENCE, WE WILL TAKE THAT 

UP AFTER WE HAVE OUR FORMAL BRIEFING FROM STAFF. 

THANK YOU, MS. TERRY. FURTHER ITEMS TO BE PULLED OFF 

THE CONSENT AGENDA.  

McCracken: ITEM 4, IS THAT STILL ON THE CONSENT AGENDA? 

Mayor Wynn: IT IS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, YES, SIR. WE 

ARE POSTED TO POTENTIALLY GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

IF THERE'S QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL ABOUT THAT.  

McCracken: OKAY. I WILL RESCUE MYSELF FROM ITEM NO. 4.  

Mayor Wynn: ITEM ITEM NO. 4 WILL BE TAKEN OFF THE 

CONSENT AGENDA AND WE WILL TAKE THAT UP IN 

EXECUTIVE SESSION LATER THIS MORNING, LIKELY. I WILL 



GIVE MY SCREEN TIME TO REFRESH. COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLY.  

THE.  

Dunkerly: 23 THROUGH 26 WILL BE POSTPONED?  

Mayor Wynn: YES, ITEMS 23 THROUGH 26 ALL RELATED TO 

THE M/W.B.E. ORDINANCE WILL ALL BE POSTED FOR ONE 

WEEK UNTIL MAY 25th.  

Dunkerly: THANK YOU. WITHOUT FURTHER COMMENT I WILL 

READ THE CONSENT AGENDA NUMERICALLY. IT WILL BE ... 

APPROVING ITEMS 1, 2, PER CHANGES AND CORRECTION, 3, 

5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 -- SORRY, 13 IS POSTPONED TO MAY 

25th, 2006 -- ITEM 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 WILL REMAIN ON THE 

CONSENT AGENDA, HOWEVER I WILL NOTE THAT THIS IS A -- 

SORT OF A SPECIAL PROCEDURE IN THAT THIS ITEM COMES 

TO US WITH -- WITH THE PRECISE TIE ON THE LOW BID SO 

STATE LAW ACTUALLY PRESCRIBES A DRAWING OF LOTS 

FOR A LOTTERY FOR THIS CONTRACT TO BE AWARDED. SO 

WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE WILL LEAVE IT ON THE CONSENT 

AGENDA AND THEN AFTER WE GET A MOTION AND A 

SECOND, WE WILL WALK THROUGH THE LITTLE STATE 

PRESCRIBED LITERALLY LOTTERY WHEREBY I WILL PULL AN 

ENVELOPE OUT OF A HAT OR SOMETHING, THIS CONTRACT 

WILL BE AWARDED TO THAT CONTRACTOR. THAT'S ITEM NO. 

19, THAT WILL REMAIN ON THE CONSENT AGENDA. 

CONTINUING ON, ITEM 20, 21, 22, ITEMS 23 THROUGH 26, 

AGAIN TO BE POSTPONED FOR ONE WEEK TO MAY 25th, 2006, 

ITEM 27, 29, 30 PER CHANGES AND CORRECTION, ITEM 13 

OUR BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS THAT I WILL 

READ INTO THE RECORD. ELECTRIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

RALPH WESTON IS MY REAPPOINTMENT. TO THE ETHICS 

REVIEW COMMISSION, ANDY BROWN IS COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL'S APPOINTMENT. TO THE RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT COMMISSION, ANDREW DONOHOE IS MAYOR 

PRO TEM THOMAS' REAPPOINTMENT, ITEM NO. 31 ON THE 

CONSENT AGENDA. CONTINUING ON: ITEM 33, 34, AND 35. I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON THE CONSENT AGENDA. MOTION 

MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  



SECOND.  

Mayor Wynn: SECONDED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM TO 

APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER 

COMMENTS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA? HEARING NONE, 

WHAT WE WILL DO NOW WITH HELP I GUESS FROM CITY 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT AND/OR PURCHASING IS WE WILL 

CONDUCT LITERALLY A LOTTERY ON ITEM NO. 19, I WILL JUST 

READ SOME NOTES HERE. ITEM NO. 19 IS FOR THE AWARD 

OF 10 MEDICAL SUPPLY AGREEMENTS FOR THE AUSTIN 

TRAVIS COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. THERE 

WERE NINE ITEMS WHICH WERE -- WHICH WERE IDENTICAL 

BIDS AMONG TWO OR MORBIDDERS AS MORE 

MANUFACTURERS OFFER SET PRICING TO DISTRIBUTORS. 

AS SOME MANUFACTURERS OFFER SET PRICING TO 

DISTRIBUTORS. WHEN BIDS WERE IDENTICAL, STATE LAW 

REQUIRES THAT LOTS ARE CAST TO DETERMINE THE 

AWARDEE. AND SO IN A PRESENCE OF THE GOVERNING 

BODY, ME AS MAYOR WILL DO THIS DRAWING OF THE LOTS 

TO DETERMINE WHICH COMPANY GETS THE AWARD ON 

THESE ITEMS. THE PURCHASER -- PURCHASING OFFICER 

HAS ENVELOPES ALREADY FOR DRAWING. WHICH HE HAS 

HERE IN FRONT OF ME. SO I WILL DRAW ONE NAME AND WILL 

ANNOUNCE THAT, THE NAME OF THE FIRM FOR THE RECORD 

AND THAT WILL BE INCLUDED ON THIS CONSENT ITEM NO. 19. 

Futrell: THERE ARE NINE INDIVIDUAL ONES.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. NINE OF THESE. SO THE FIRST LOT FOR 

THE RECORD IS KENTRON. ITEM NO. 2 IS ALLIANCE. ITEM NO. 

3 IS McKESSON. ITEM NO. 4 IS ALSO ALLIANCE. ITEM NO. 5 IS 

ALSO ALLIANCE. ITEM NO. 6 IS EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

SUPPLY. ITEM NO. 7 IS KENTRON. ITEM NO. 8 IS TRI-ANIM. 

ITEM NO. 8. AND ITEM NO. 9 IS SUN BELT. SOSO FOR THE 

RECORD THOSE WILL BE THE NINE CONTRACT AWARDEES 

ON THIS CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 19.  

OKAY. AGAIN WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE 

TABLE TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. 

FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  



AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 7-0. THANK 

YOU ALL VERY MUCH. SO, COUNCIL, WE ACTUALLY HAVE NO 

-- NO DISCUSSION ITEMS NOW PRIOR TO EITHER TAKING UP 

ONE LEGAL ITEM IN EXECUTIVE SESSION AND/OR WAITING 

FOR ACTION ITEMS BASED ON THIS AFTERNOON'S 

BRIEFINGS.  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

Mayor Wynn: RIGHT. SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE WILL NOW 

GO INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 

OF THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT TO DISCUSS POTENTIALLY 

AGENDA ITEMS 36, RELATED TO LONG-TERM WATER SUPPLY, 

ITEM 37 RELATED TO THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE ABIA GARAGE, AIRPORT GARAGE, AND ITEM 39, 

RELATED TO AN APPEAL BY DALE BULLA PRESIDENT OF THE 

2222 COALITION NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION DECISION. WE ARE NOW IN 

CLOSED SESSION, I ANTICIPATE US COMING BACK IN OPEN 

SESSION RIGHT AT NOON FOR THE GENERAL CITIZENS 

COMMUNICATION AND I WILL ANNOUNCE NOW THAT -- THAT 

TECHNICALLY I WILL BE LEAVING THE BUILDING FOR A FEW 

MINUTES HERE THIS MORNING, SO I WILL -- I WILL NOT BE 

PRESENT IN THIS FIRST PART OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

WE ARE NOW IN CLOSED SESSION, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

TAKE UP ITEMS 36, 37, 38, 39 WHILE THEY ARE IN CLOSED 

SESSION, THANK YOU.  

Thomas: WE DISCUSSED ITEM 39 DEALING WITH THE 

CHAMPION CASE AND THERE WAS NO DECISION MADE. ITEM 

38, WE KIND OF OMITTED THAT. I NEED A MOTION FROM THE 

COUNCIL ON ITEM NUMBER 4 TO GET THAT APPROVED.  

(INDISCERNIBLE).  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. YOU'RE RIGHT. WE'LL TAKE UP ITEM 

NUMBER 4 LATER ON ON THE COUNCIL. AT THIS TIME WE 

WILL HAVE OUR CITIZEN COMMUNICATION. WHICH IS AT 12 

NOON. WE'RE RUNNING A LITTLE BIT LATE, BUT WE WILL 

START OUT WITH OUR FIRST SPEAKER. AND I'M SURE THAT 



EVERYBODY IS AWARE ABOUT THE THREE MINUTES, WHICH 

WILL BE CAROLYN ANNE ROSE KENNEDY.  

THIS THING'S NOT ON. OH. THANK Y'ALL FOR HAVING ME. 

LEAVE IT TO AN AFGHANISTANI TO BRING A KNIFE TO A GUN 

FIGHT. CHIEF STAN KNEE, I'M ELATED TO LEARN OF YOUR 

RESIGNATION FROM THE AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT. I 

WANT YOUR JOB. NOT HERE, THERE. NOT THERE, HERE. I 

HAVE 13 YEARS WITH THE FEDERALS. ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT 

FOLLOWED YOUR CAREER, YOUR BOYS HAVE PISSED ME 

OFF ROYALLY MORE THAN ONCE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL 

YEARS, BUT JUST AS IT IS WITH BLOODY RELATIVES, IT'S 

NICER TO SEE HIM GOING THAN IT IS TO SEE HIM COMING. 

THE AUSTIN COPS REDEEM THEMSELVES BY DOING 

NOTHING, THAT IS, BY LEAVING THEM ALONE. I NEVER 

BLAMED YOU, BECAUSE MANY DADS DON'T HAVE A CLUE 

WHAT THEIR BAD BOYS ARE UP TO. I HAVE DEEP 

ADMIRATION AND APPRECIATION OF YOUR UNDERSTANDING 

AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CRIME PREVENTION. YOU HAVE 

HONORABLY AND EFFECTIVELY DELIVERED JUSTICE AND 

RESPECT TO THE JUVENILE DELINQUENTS IN MY SOUTH 

AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOODS BY JOINING HANDS WITH AGAPE 

CHURCH TO OFFER THE KIDS A CHOICE OF CHURCH OR JAIL. 

THAT IS, HEAVEN OR HELL. EVERYBODY WINS AND NOBODY 

GETS HURT. I HOPE YOUR SUCCESSOR WILL EXPAND THAT 

PROGRAM THROUGHOUT AUSTIN, TEXAS, AMERICA, THE 

WORLD. TERRORISM BEGINS IN THE CRADLE. STOP AND 

LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF THE ALL-AMERICAN LULL BUY 

ROCK A BYE BABY, TALK ABOUT TERROR. THANK YOU FOR 

ALL YOU DO. CONGRATULATIONS. PS, IF YOU HAPPEN TO 

SEE OSAMA, PLEASE GIVE HIM MY PHONE NUMBER. I WANT 

TO BE THE FIRST IN TEXAS TO KICK HIS ASS. AND I CAN DO 

THAT WITHOUT STEPPING OUT OF MY OVUM OFFICE. PSS, 

DON'T FORGET TO WRITE. WE'LL KEEP THE FIRE GOING FOR 

YOU. THANK YOU.  

Thomas: THANK YOU. THE NEXT SPEAKER WILL BE MR. COLIN 

CLARK.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR PRO TEM, MEMBERS OF 

COUNCIL, COLIN CLARK WITH SAVE OUR SPRINGS. TODAY'S 

B-2 SECTION IN THE STATESMAN WAS VERY INTERESTING. 

THE STATESMAN RAN A VERY NICE PICTURE OF A WOMAN 



DIVING OFF THE DIVING BOARD AT THE SPRINGS. ON THE 

SAME PAGE I ENJOYED READING THE QUOTE FROM THE CITY 

MANAGER THAT OUR CITY HAS A VISION, IT IS WIDELY 

RECOGNIZED. OUR VISION IS FOR, QUOTE, AUSTIN TO BE 

THE MOST LIVEABLE CITY IN THE COUNTRY. THAT SAME 

ARTICLE POINTS OUT THAT THE CITY'S AUDIT COMMITTEE 

VOTED TO IMPLEMENT THE AUDITOR'S RECOMMENDATIONS 

TO MAKE PLANNING DOCUMENTS MORE READILY 

ACCESSIBLE ONLINE. THAT DOES BRING ME TO THE RECENT 

ELECTION WHERE THE VOTERS VOTED DOWN 

PROPOSITIONS ONE AND TWO. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO POINT 

OUT AND IT WOULD BE POINTED OUT LATER TONIGHT THAT 

THERE WAS A MESSAGE FROM EVEN THE OPPOSITION THAT 

PROTECTING BARTON SPRINGS IS IMPORTANT AND 

PROPOSITION 2 WAS DETERMINED BY THE VOTERS NOT TO 

BE THE SAME TO DO IT. THE SAME WITH OPEN 

GOVERNMENT. SO WE HAVE THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MOVING 

TO PUT MORE DOCUMENTS, PLANNING DOCUMENTS MORE 

READILY ACCESSIBLE ONLINE. THAT BRINGS ME TO THE 

BONDS. I WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT FOR Y'ALL ON THE 

BOND PROGRAM SHEET THAT THE STAFF GAVE OUT A 

COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO YOU HAVE THREE COLUMNS, 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT, COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION AND 

THEN BOND PROGRAM RECOMMENDATION. ON THE NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND FOR OPEN 

SPACE, THERE WAS NO NEEDS ASSESSMENT. IT WAS A 

PLACE HOLDER. THE STAFF WAS NEVER INSTRUCTED, TELL 

US HOW MUCH AFFORDABLE HOUSING WE NEED, TELL US 

HOW MUCH OPEN SPACE WE NEED. SO WE WENT THROUGH 

A VERY LONG PROCESS OF THE BOND COMMITTEE. THEY 

MADE RECOMMENDATIONS. AND NOW THERE'S THIS THIRD 

COLUMN, BOND PROGRAM RECOMMENDATION WHERE 

THESE NUMBERS CHANGED. SOME ITEMS GOT BIGGER, BUT 

THE ONES THAT GOT SMALLER, THE BIGGEST ONE THAT GOT 

SMALLER WAS LAND ACQUISITION. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

ALSO GOT SMALLER. THERE WAS NO TRANSPARENTLY IN 

HOW THAT HAPPENED. THERE WAS NO PUBLIC PROCESS. 

AND IT SEEMS LIKE THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

WAS TOSSED BACK TO STAFF AND VOICE MAIL LA, WE HAVE 

NEW NUMBERS. SO THIS IS A REQUEST -- WAS THAT MY TIME 

BEEPING?  



NO.  

Thomas: YOU HAVE 31 SECONDS.  

THANK YOU, THERAPY. SO I WANT -- THANK YOU, MAYOR 

PRO TEM. SO I WANT TO POINT OUT THE LACK OF 

TRANSPARENCY. WE WENT THROUGH A GRUELING BOND 

PROCESS AND IT LOOKS LIKE THE STAFF IS SOMEWHAT 

ARBITRARILY PULLING THESE NUMBERS OUT. YOU'LL HEAR 

TONIGHT FROM ADVOCATES, PEOPLE WHO ARE AGAINST 

PROPOSITION 2 ARE GOING TO COME AND SPEAK IN 

SUPPORT OF LAND WHACK SITION IN THE BARTON SPRINGS 

WATERSHED AS WELL AS PARKS AND RIVER CORRIDORS 

ACROSS THE CITY, WHICH WE SUPPORT AS WELL. THERE IS 

AGAIN CONSENSUS THAT LAND ACQUISITION IS THE BEST 

WAY TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY, AND WE HAVE 

AGREEMENT FROM THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY, GARY 

FARMER SAID THAT MANY TIMES. [ BUZZER SOUNDS ] SO I DO 

HOPE THAT Y'ALL WILL LOOK BACK ON WHAT THE 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AND WHAT THE CITIZENS HAVE 

RECOMMENDED RATHER THAN JUST WHAT ARBITRARILY 

WHAKD OUT BY THE STAFF. THANK YOU. AND ALSO, WE'RE 

GOING TO GIVE YOU SOME NEW DVD'S WE PRODUCED. I 

HOPE Y'ALL WILL CHECK THEM OUT. THANKS.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, MR. CLARK. JENNIFER GALE? JENNIFER 

GALE? OKAY. MS. FLORES IS THE NEXT SPEAKER.  

HI. GOOD AFTERNOON, MY NAME IS LULU FLORES AND I'M 

THE CURRENT BOARD PRESIDENT OF MEXICARTE MUSEUM. 

I'VE HAD THE PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE OF SERVING ON THE 

BOARD FOR FIVE YEARS AND AS PRESIDENT FOR THE LAST 

TWO AND A HALF YEARS. I'M HERE TODAY REPRESENTING 

THE ENTIRE BOARD. MEXICARTE MUSEUM HAS A 22-YEAR 

HISTORY OF SERVING THE AUSTIN COMMUNITY WITH 

OUTSTANDING PROGRAMMING AND A SIGNIFICANT 

HISTORICAL CULTURAL EXHIBITS. UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

OUR EXCELLENT AND HARD WORKING DIRECTOR, SYLVIA, 

AND OUR STAFF, THE MUSEUM HAS SERVED THOUSANDS OF 

CHILDREN THROUGH TOURS, AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS, 

WORKSHOPS, LECTURES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS. IT 

ALSO SERVES AS A CENTER FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS AND 

FAMILIES. THROUGH HARD WORK AND PERSEVERANCE, 



MEXICARTE MUSEUM HAS GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY IN 

STANDING DURING THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS AND HAS 

BECOME A HIGHLY RESPECTED CULTURAL LANDMARK IN 

THE CITY OF AUSTIN AND IN THE STATE OF TEXAS. 

RECOGNIZING OUR WORK AND REPUTATION, THE TEXAS 

LEGISLATURE RECOGNIZED MEXICARTE BY NAMING IT ON 

THE OFFICIAL MEXICAN AND MEXICAN-AMERICAN FINE ART 

MUSEUM OF TEXAS IN 2003. MEXICARTE MUSEUM IS ALSO 

RECOGNIZED AND RESPECTED ENTITY IN MEXICO. IT HAS 

ENTERED INTO AN HISTORIC AND UNIQUE AGREEMENT WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO THROUGH ITS NATIONAL 

ARTS COUNCIL TO SHOWCASE HEART FROM MEXICO HERE 

ON AN EXTENDED LOAN BASIS. THE MUSEUM WORKS 

CLOSELY WITH THE CONSULATE OF MEXICO HERE IN 

AUSTIN, PROVIDING MEXICAN ART AND CULTURAL 

PROGRAMS. MEXICARTE IS NOW AT A CRITICAL JUNCTURE 

AT ITS EXISTENCE. WHILE OUR PROGRAMS ARE FIRST RATE, 

OUR BUILDING IS NOT. WE ARE VERY MUCH IN NEED OF A 

NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WITH WHICH TO SERVE 

THE AUSTIN COMMUNITY AND THE STATE OF TEXAS IN THE 

MANNER THAT IS BE FITTING OUR COMMUNITY AND STATE. A 

NEW MUSEUM WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE VITALITY OF 

AUSTIN BY PROVIDING OUTSTANDING EXHIBITS AND 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND BRINGING TOURISM THAT 

GENERATES BUSINESS DOLLARS. A NEW, BEAUTIFUL, 

FUNCTIONAL AND WELCOMING MUSEUM BUILDING WILL 

SHOWCASE OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE WITH DIGNITY AND 

PRIDE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. WE RESPECTFULLY 

REQUEST THE INCLUSION OF FIVE MILLION DOLLARS FOR 

THE MEXICARTE MUSEUM BUILDING PROJECT IN THE 2006 

BOND ELECTION. WE APPRECIATE THE TIME AND EFFORT 

THAT'S GONE INTO THE PROCESS, BUT THE COMMITTEE DID 

RECOMMEND THAT WE BE ON THE WAIT LIST AND WE KNOW 

THAT THIS PROJECT IS VERY IMPORTANT AND SIGNIFICANT 

PROJECT FOR THE CITY AND WE DO RESPECTFULLY URGE 

YOU TO CONSIDER THAT INCLUSION. I'D LIKE TO SAY THAT 

AS AN ATTORNEY AND A WELL EDUCATED PERSON WHO 

LIVED ON THE BORDER, WHO GREW UP ON THE BORDER 

AND IS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH MEXICO, BUT HAVING BEEN 

ON THE BORDER OF MEXICARTE AND -- BEEN ON THE BOARD 

OF MEXICARTE AND SERVING WITH ITS PROGRAMS HAS 

GIVEN ME A NEW SENSE OF CULTURAL PRIDE AND 



EDUCATION THAT IS UNMATCHED. AND IF IT DOES THAT FOR 

SOMEBODY WHO IS ALREADY AS EDUCATED AS I AM, CAN 

YOU IMAGINE WHAT IT DOES TO THE CHILDREN WHO HAVE 

NOT HAD THAT CONNECTION IN THE PAST AND WHO DON'T 

HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE THE SAME EDUCATION 

NAL LEVEL THAT I DO. AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TIME.  

Thomas: THANK YOU. JENNIFER GALE?  

HI, AUSTIN. MY OPPONENT, MAYOR DANNY THOMAS, THAT 

WAS A GOOD ELECTION. I AM SHOCKED TO SEE CITY 

MANAGER TOBY FUTRELL HERE WITH HER RECENT 

SURGERY, AND I HOPE YOU HEAL WELL. COUNCILMEMBER 

RAUL ALVAREZ, I'M GOING TO MISS YOU. YOU'RE ONE OF THE 

MOST CARING AND DEEPLY HEART FELT CITY 

COUNCILMEMBERS NEXT TO LEE LEFFINGWELL. 

COUNCILMEMBER JENNIFER KIM, GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR 

ASIAN FRIENDS, AND BETTY DUNKERLEY, 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRUCETER MCCRACKEN ON YOUR 

OUTSTANDING WIN AGAINST A VERY HEART FELT, ALSO 

COLIN CALM BALKER. HE REALLY HAD A LOT OF PASSION 

FOR A 20-YEAR-OLD. AND ALSO MARK HOPKINS. HE DID 

PRETTY WELL AT THE FUNNY FARM. AND SO IT WAS A GREAT 

RACE. MY NAME'S JENNIFER GALE. I AM BRINGING BEFORE 

YOU THE ORDER OF THE TEMPORARY INJUNCTION AGAINST 

THE CITY OF AUSTIN. ON THE SECOND PARAGRAPH IT SAYS 

REGARDING BOTH MEASURES, THE BALLOT LANGUAGE 

IDENTIFIES EXAMPLES THAT ARE NOT REPRESENTATIVE OF 

THE WHOLE AND ARE EXCLUSIVELY NEGATIVE. THAT MEANS 

THAT IN THE NEXT 30 DAYS FROM THE MAY 13TH ELECTION 

THAT A PERSON CAN FILE A LAWSUIT, ANYONE, AGAINST THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN REGARDING PROPOSITION 1 AND 

PROPOSITION 2 BASED ON THAT ONE SENTENCE ALONE 

THAT WAS WRITTEN BY THE HONORABLE STEVEN 

YILLOWNOWSKI IN THE 334TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF 

TRAVIS COUNTY. THAT LAWSUIT WOULD ENTAIL THE CITY 

COUNCIL ORDINANCE, WHICH IS ARTICLE 12 GENERAL 

PROVISIONS UNDER SECTION 2, OFFICERS, ETCETERA, 

IMPROPER ACTION, WHERE IT SAYS ANY OFFICER OR 

EMPLOYEE OF THE CITY TO FAVOR ANY PARTICULAR 

PERSON OR CANDIDATE FOR THE CITY SHALL BE GUILTY OF 

A MISDEMEANOR AND UPON ADMISSION THEREOF FORFEIT 

HIS OR HER OFFICE. BELOW THAT IT SAYS OFFICERS AND 



EMPLOYEES OF -- COMING UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 

ACT ARE NOT REQUIRED TO CONTRIBUTE TO ANY POLITICAL 

FUND OR RENDER ANY POLITICAL SERVICE TO ANY PERSON. 

NO PERSON SHALL BE REMOVED, REDUCING 

CLASSIFICATION, (INDISCERNIBLE). I'M SORRY. THE ENDING 

OF THIS SAYS -- I'M SORRY, I MISSPOKE. IT SAYS HERE, CITY 

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES ARE PROHIBITED FROM 

CONTRIBUTING OR USING CITY RESOURCES, EQUIPMENT OR 

MONEY FOR ELECTION CAMPAIGNING, WHICH THIS -- THOSE 

PROPOSITION DOES. SO THAT'S A CITY LAW. AND SO 

ANYONE FILING A LAWSUIT WOULD BE A LAWSUIT AGAINST 

ALL SIX OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS AND THE MAYOR OF THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN. THEN STATE LAW SAYS UNDER 255.003, 

UNLAWFUL USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR POLITICAL 

ADVERTISING. ANY OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE OF A POLITICAL 

SUBDIVISION MAY NOT AUTHORIZE THE SPENDING OF 

POLITICAL FUNDS FOR PUBLIC ADVERTISING WHICH THE 

REWRITING OF THIS -- WHICH THE CLEAR LIES IN THIS BY 

THE CITY COUNCIL HAVE DONE. UNDER C IT SAYS A PERSON 

WHO VIOLATES THE SECTION COMMITS AN OFFENSE, A 

CLASS A MISDEMEANOR. THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO 

A COMMUNICATION THAT FACTUALLY DESCRIBES THE 

PURPOSE OF A MEASURE. [ BUZZER SOUNDS ] THE 

COMMUNICATION DOES NOT ADVOCATE PASSAGE OR 

DEFEAT OF A MEASURE, WHICH IT DID. AND THAT'S WHAT 

YOU CAN FIND IN THAT INJUNCTION. SO APPARENTLY MY 

WIN WITH GALE DIDN'T RESOUND WITH THE VOTERS, SO I 

WILL BE RUNNING AGAIN FOR MAYOR FOR MY SEVENTH 

TIME, AND I AM NOW CURRENTLY GUN RUNNING FOR 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS. THANK YOU, MAYOR 

THOMAS. >> 

Thomas: THANK YOU, JENNIFER. YOU DIDN'T SAY YOU WOULD 

MISS ME.  

I DO HOPE YOU RETURN TO RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL IN TWO 

YEARS -- I'M SORRY, FOR MAYOR IN THREE YEARS.  

Thomas: THANK YOU. NEXT SPEAKER WOULD BE MR. PAUL 

ROBBINS.  

COUNCIL, CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, I'M PAUL ROBINS. I'M AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST AND CONSUMER ADVOCATE AND 



HAVE BEEN SINCE 1977. I'VE RECENTLY COMMITTED TO A 

FRIEND THAT ABOUT THE MOST INSPIRATIONAL FIGURE IN 

LITERATURE TO ME, AND I THOUGHT ABOUT PERHAPS 

CAPTAIN JOHN (INDISCERNIBLE) IN CATCH TWO WHO FACED 

THE BUREAUCRACY OF THE ARMY. OR DAVID MCNEIL 

CHRISTIANSON IN THE GAY PLACE IN BILLY BRAMMER'S THE 

GAY PLACE, WHO COULDN'T FIGURE OUT WHAT HE WAS 

GOING TO DO UNTIL HE WAS FORCED TO FIGHT FOR WHO HE 

WAS. BUT THEN I SETTLED MORE ON THE CROCODILE IN 

PETER PAN. HAVING LAID OUT MY DETERMINATION, I'D LIKE 

TO FIRST ASK AGAIN WHY I CAN'T HOLD A PRESS 

CONFERENCE IN THESE CHAMBERS AFTER I'VE PROVED 

KNEW MAYOR KICKLY THAT THESE CHAMBERS ARE VACANT 

TWO-THIRDS OF THE TIME? AND I ALSO WANT TO ON 

ANOTHER TOPIC, WHICH I WILL ELABORATE ON THIS 

EVENING, ABOUT THE BONDS. I HOPE TO THIS EVENING GIVE 

YOU SOME STATISTICS. YOU PROBABLY HAVEN'T SEEN THEM 

BEFORE. AND THEY ARE DOCUMENTED. I GOT THEM FROM 

STAFF. BUT RIGHT NOW I'LL SPEAK ON THE PRINCIPLE OF 

THE MATTER, WHICH IS WHY AREN'T YOU FOLLOWING THE 

CITY CHARTER? WHY ARE CITIZENS NOT BEING ALLOWED TO 

VOTE ON REVENUE BONDS FOR THEIR WATER AND 

ELECTRIC UTILITIES? I KNOW THAT THIS IS A VERY POINTED 

QUESTION, BUT IT SERVES A POINT. THERE MUST BE 10,000 

PEOPLE WATCHING RIGHT NOW, AND -- EITHER NOW OR 

DURING THE RERUNS. AND SO I'M KIND OF WONDERING IF 

ANYONE HERE COULD ELABORATE ON WHY THE VOTERS 

ARE TOO STUPID TO VOTE ON THEIR OWN POCKETBOOK 

ISSUES? IT'S ALL IN HOW YOU FRAME IT. ANY OF YOU GAME? 

THAT MUST MEAN YOU AGREE WITH ME. I SERVED MY POINT 

AND I HOPE TO HAVE MORE ED ET EDIFYING STATISTICS FOR 

YOU THIS EVENING.  

Thomas: IF THERE'S ANY QUESTIONS THAT NEED TO BE 

ANSWERED, MR. ROBBINS, I'M SURE THE CITY MANAGER CAN 

ANSWER THEM FOR YOU OR SOMEONE FROM STAFF WILL BE 

GLAD TO GET WITH YOU TO HELP YOU CONTINUE AND 

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS YOU DID ASK AND THE PUBLIC.  

AND MAYOR PRO TEM, WE'VE ALREADY ANSWERED THAT 

QUESTION ONCE PUBLICLY DURING CITIZEN 

COMMUNICATION AND ON THE BUILDING RULES, PAUL, WE'LL 

HAVE THAT JUST AS WE TALKED ABOUT. I TOOK ALL YOUR 



SUGGESTIONS, WE'VE INCORPORATED THAT INTO THE 

DISCUSSION. WE'LL HAVE OUR SET OF BUILDING RULES BY 

EARLY JUNE. I'M RUNNING ABOUT A WEEK BEHIND, BUT 

WE'RE CLOSE. WE HAVE A DRAFT SET OF RULES.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, CITY MANAGER. MR. SINGLETON? OH, 

QUESTIONS. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE TIMING OF MR. ROBBINS' 

MEETING IS OR USE OF THIS FACILITY OF THE CHAMBERS, 

BUT I THINK IF I REMEMBER FROM OUR DISCUSSION OF THE 

CITY MANAGER IS THAT IF YOU HAVE A CITY COUNCIL 

SPONSOR FOR AN EVENT, THEN THAT -- I THINK THAT 

ALLOWS YOU TO -- THAT PUTS YOU ON A DIFFERENT LEVEL 

OF PRIORITY, I THINK, AND MAKES THE SPACE AVAILABLE. 

CAN YOU JUST CLARIFY THAT?  

Futrell: I'LL GO OVER THE WAY IT'S SET UP RIGHT NOW. THE 

BUILDING HAS OVER 300 PEOPLE IN IT. IT'S AN OPERATING 

BUILDING. WE USE ALL THE FACILITIES FOR ANY CITY 

FUNCTION, BOARD AND COMMISSION, COUNCIL SPONSORED 

EVENT OR ANY CITY OPERATIONAL FUNCTION. FOR THE 

PUBLIC, WE HAVE THE PLAZA, THE STAGE OUT FRONT, THE 

AMP FA THEATER SEATING IS ALL FREE, OPEN TO THE 

PUBLIC FOR ANY KIND OF PUBLIC STATEMENT. AND WE HAVE 

ALSO OPENED UP THE PROFESSIONAL MEDIA ROOM WHERE 

WE HOLD OUR PRESS CONFERENCES. THAT IS ALSO OPEN 

AND FREE TO THE PUBLIC TO USE. WE ARE ASKING THAT 

PEOPLE CALL US AND LET US KNOW SO WE DON'T HAVE 

OVERLAP AND WE CAN RESERVE THE ROOMS. AND WE'RE 

PUTTING THIS INTO A SET OF WRITTEN BUILDING RULES AND 

WE'RE GOING TO WALK IT THROUGH AND PAST ALL THE 

COUNCIL.  

Alvarez: AND THEN ALSO I THINK MR. ROBBINS MENTIONED IN 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE REVENUE BOND, SO IF YOU 

COULD ALSO FORWARD THAT TO US AS WELL.  

Futrell: SURE, JOHN STEPHENS HAD ANSWERED THAT ONCE 

BEFORE AT THE PODIUM, BUT WE'LL REBUT PUTT THAT OUT 

AND SEND IT TO THE COUNCILMEMBERS.  



Alvarez: THANK YOU.  

Thomas: MR. SINGLETON?  

I REALIZED THE OTHER DAY THAT I COME BEFORE YOU 

WEARING SEVERAL HATS. I SHOULD ADD THAT I AM ALSO 

THE WINNER OF BOTH THE CHRONICLE'S BEST 

UNSUCCESSFUL CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE OF 2003 AND THE 

SAVE BARTON CREEK ASSOCIATION'S ENVIRONMENTAL 

ACTIVISM GOOD HUMOR AWARD. BUT THEN I REALIZED THAT 

NO MATTER WHAT HATS I'M WEARING OR HOW MANY I STILL 

ONLY GET THREE MINUTES, SO I THOUGHT I WOULD TOM 

COM TO YOU TONIGHT AS A CRANKY, BUT LOVEABLE, PROP 1 

AND 2 SUPPORTER. I'M SCHEDULED TO TALK ABOUT STUFF, 

SO I GUESS THAT'S PLURAL. HERE GOES. IN THE RUN-UP TO 

THE ELECTIONS, MANY PROP 1 AND PROP 2 OPPONENTS, 

INCLUDING MANY PEOPLE SITTING ON THIS DAIS, SAID THAT 

THERE WERE ELEMENTS THEY LIKED OUT OF THESE 

ORDINANCES. THEY DIDN'T THINK THEY SHOULD BE 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS, THOUGHT THEY SHOULD BE 

ORDINANCES AND THEY WOULD SUPPORT SOME OF THE 

FEATURES OF THESE. SO THE QUESTION I'VE COME TO ASK 

YOU TODAY AFTER BEING SCARED BY THE STATESMAN AND 

THE CHRONICLE, THE STATESMAN PARTICULARLY SAID THAT 

VOTERS HAVE SPOKEN. I CONTEND THAT VOTERS GAVE A 

RESOUNDING HUH, BUT I DON'T THINK YOU CAN INTERPRET 

IT AS BEING YOU CAN GO BACK ON ON WHAT YOU SAID. I 

WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT STATISTICSTATUS IS OF THE 

PROP 1 ALTERNATIVE THAT THE CITY MANAGER HAS BEEN 

ASKED TO WORK ON -- TASKED TO WORK ON. AND 

SECONDLY I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT IS THE STATUS OF 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL'S ORDINANCE AND I WOULD 

LIKE THE ANSWER AT THE END OF THE THREE MINUTES. I 

WANT TO SWITCH TOPICS AND ASK IF ANY OF YOU HAVE 

SEEN THE SOUTH BANK MASTER PLAN FOR THE AREA JUST 

EAST OF ZILKER PARK ON THE SOUTH SHORE OF TOWN 

LAKE. I DON'T REMEMBER IF YOU REMEMBER WHEN TACO 

CABANA WAS GOING TO BUILD AT TOWN LAKE AND SHRARM, 

BUT HE HE SOUTH LAMAR, BUT THERE WAS A LOT OF 

OPPOSITION FOR THEM TO BUILD A 35-FOOT SIGN THERE 

THAT EVENTUALLY GOT CUT DOWN TO LIKE 15 FEET. THE 

SOUTH BANK MASTER PLAN WHICH IS BEING PUT FORWARD 

BY A NUMBER OF PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE 



NEIGHBORHOOD WOULD SCHEDULE A 196-FOOT BUILDING 

FOR THAT CORNER, 100 FEET FROM THE END OF THE TOWN 

LAKE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE. THAT'S, I DON'T KNOW, SIX TIMES 

THE HEIGHT OF THE SIGN WE WERE COMPLAINING ABOUT. 

THERE ARE A LOT OF 170-FOOT BUILDINGS PLANNED AT 

THAT AREA TOO. I DON'T KNOW IF ANY OF YOU HAVE SEEN 

THIS PLAN YET, BUT IT'S TRULY ONE OF THE MOST AWFUL 

THINGS I'VE SEEN IN A LONG TIME. AND I WOULD LIKE THE 

HELP OF COUNCIL IN STOPPING IT. AND FINALLY I WANTED 

TO TALK JUST BRIEFLY ABOUT OZONE ACTION DAY AND 

CHANGING THE NAME FOR THIS. I RIDE THE BUS A LOT. I 

HEAR PEOPLE COMPLAINING, THEY SAY WE HAVEN'T HAD 

ANY OZONE ACTION DAY DAYS LATELY. WHAT'S WRONG? I 

THINK WE'RE TAKING THE WRONG MESSAGE WHEN WE TELL 

PEOPLE YOU ONLY HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT OZONE WHEN 

THE CLEAN AIR FORCE SAID THAT TOMORROW IS GOING TO 

BE AN OZONE ACTION DAY AND THEN ALL YOU HAVE TO DO 

IS LEAVE YOUR BUS FARE AT HOME. I THINK SINCE THE 

CONNECTION BETWEEN OZONE AND THINGS LIKE HEART 

ATTACKS -- [ BUZZER SOUNDS ] -- IS CLEAR THAT WE SHOULD 

PERHAPS CALL IT KILL YOUR GRANDMOTHER DAY OR 

SOMETHING THAT BRINGS THE POINT THAT THERE ARE 

CONSEQUENCES TO THIS AND NOT JUST FREE BUS FARE.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, MR. SINGLETON. SUZANNE MASON?  

JUST A QUICK ONE WHILE WE'RE WAITING FOR THE PERSON 

TO COME UP. WE HAVE DRAFT ORDINANCES THAT ARE 

MOVING THROUGH THE PROCESSES RIGHT NOW. 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL, I BELIEVE YOU'VE GOT 

YOURS MOVING THROUGH BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. 

ACTUALLY, COUNCILMEMBER PUT BOTH FORWARD. BOTH 

HAVE AN EXECUTIVE SPONSOR. THE ENVIRONMENTAL ONE 

IS MOVING THROUGH THE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. I 

KNOW THERE'S A MEETING TOMORROW WITH SEVERAL 

INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS ON THE WEB PAGE, THE OPEN 

GOVERNMENT COMPONENT, WHICH HAS A DRAFT. SO WE 

INTEND TO START A FULL DISCUSSION AND PROCESS. 

THEY'RE MOVING FORWARD AS ORIGINALLY INTENDED.  

THAT'S ALL CORRECT. THANK YOU.  



Alvarez: MAYOR PRO TEM?  

Thomas: GO AHEAD.  

Alvarez: DO YOU KNOW WHICH SPECIFIC BOARDS OR 

COMMISSIONS THE OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE WOULD 

GO TO?  

THE ETHICS COMMISSION IS ONE THAT WE THOUGHT 

SHOULD BE INVOLVED. AND I THINK WE'LL ALSO PROBABLY 

WANT THE EMERGING TECHNOLOGY SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 

COUNCIL TO TAKE A LOOK AT IT. I CAN SEE SEVERAL 

DIFFERENT PLACES THAT THIS ONE WOULD GO IN ADDITION 

TO HAVING PUBLIC HEARINGS IN GENERAL FOR FOLKS TO 

SPEAK TO IT. AND WE'LL BE PUTTING THESE UP ON A WEB 

PAGE SO PEOPLE CAN COMMENT ON THE DRAFTS AS THEY 

MOVE THROUGH THE PROCESS.  

Alvarez: SO FOLKS -- SO FOLKS CAN FIND OUT WHEN THEY'RE 

POSTED FOR DISCUSSION OR ACTION, THAT THOSE ARE A 

COUPLE OF PLACES MAYBE TO LOOK AT FOR 

OPPORTUNITIES TO WEIGH IN. THANKS.  

Leffingwell: COULD I ADD SOMETHING? EVERYTHING THE CITY 

MANAGER SAID IS CORRECT AND WE'RE GOING TO MOVE ON 

BOTH OF THESE THINGS DELIBERATELY AND GET AS MUCH 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND COMMENT AS POSSIBLE. AND 

RIGHT NOW THERE'S NO TIMETABLE TO HAVE IT DONE BY A 

CERTAIN TIME. WE'RE GOING TO TAKE WHATEVER TIME IT 

NEEDS TO DO IT RIGHT. I SPOKE WITH A MEMBER OF THE 

ETHICS COMMISSION AND MENTIONED THE POSSIBILITY 

THAT WE WOULD BE SENDING THE OPEN GOVERNMENT 

ORDINANCE TO THEIR COMMITTEE. THEY DON'T MEET AGAIN 

UNTIL AUGUST, BUT WILL BE HAPPY I'M SURE TO MEET AT 

THE CALL OF THE CHAIR FOR A SPECIAL PURPOSE. SO I 

AGREE THAT THAT IS OBVIOUSLY THE FIRST PLACE FOR THIS 

ONE TO GO.  

Thomas: MS. MASON, YOU CAN GO NOW.  

THANK YOU. THANK YOU, MAYOR PRO TEM THOMAS AND 

COUNCILMEMBERS FOR LISTENING. I SIGNED UP TO SPEAK 

ABOUT ADVANCED MICRODEVICES, AND I'LL READ FROM MY 



NOTES. AUSTIN IS HIGH RIGHT NOW. WE'RE HIGH ON OUR 

IMAGE IN THE MIRROR. AND WE'RE BELIEVING OUR OWN 

PUBLICITY. WE'RE LOSING TOUCH WITH THE REAL CONTENT 

OF OUR CITY'S CHARACTER. ADVANCED MICRODEVICES AND 

STRATUS PROPERTIES ARE HELPING THIS TREND WITH 

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS THEY ARE CONTRIBUTING TO 

CULTURE, ARTS, ETCETERA. WHILE WITH THEIR OTHER 

HANDS THEY LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE PAVING OF 

THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF OUR WATERSHED. WHY DO YOU 

REMAIN SILENT? DO YOU THINK A GOOD CORPORATE 

CITIZEN WOULD IGNORE OUR 35 YEAR EFFORT AS A CITY 

AND A COMMUNITY TO KEEP MAJOR EMPLOYERS OFF THE 

WATERSHED? AMD IS A BAD ACTOR AND IT'S TIME TO SAY 

SO. I'M CALLING ON YOU TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 

AMD'S PLANNED DEVELOPMENT OR AT THE VERY LEAST TO 

PLEASE PASS A NONBINDING RESOLUTION AGAINST THEIR 

DEVELOPMENT. SCIENTISTS CONTINUE TO WARN US THE 

JEWEL IN OUR VIOLET CROWN, BARTON SPRINGS, CANNOT 

SURVIVE DEVELOPMENT AT THE LEVEL WE CONTINUE TO 

PERMIT OVER THE AQUIFER. PLEASE ACT NOW TO PROTECT 

OUR ANCIENT WATERWAYS AND THE CLEAN FLOWING 

STREAMS THEY FEED. THANK YOU.  

Thomas: THANK YOU, MS. MASON. NEXT IS SYLVIA OROZCO.  

MY NAME IS SYLVIA OROZCO. I'M THE EXECUTOR DIRECTOR 

OF MEXICARTE ART MUSEUM. TWO WEEK AGO THE BLANTON 

MUSEUM OF ART OPENED. THE BLANTON'S NEW HOME IS 

180,000 SQUARE FEET. IT HOUSES PERMANENT AND 

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS OF THE OLD MASTER'S AS WELL 

AS LATIN AMERICAN ART AND MODERN ART. IT IS ONE OF 

THE LEADING MUSEUMS IN THE COUNTRY RIGHT NOW. 

SINCE THEN OVER 30,000 PEOPLE HAVE VISITED THIS 

MUSEUM. I WAS THERE AT THE GRAND OPENING AS WELL AS 

TUESDAY AT NOON, AND THE GALLERIES WERE PACKED 

WITH STUDENTS, VISITORS AND PEOPLE FROM THE 

COMMUNITY. THEY WERE ENGAGED, OBSERVING, LEARNING. 

THEY WERE EXPERIENCING ART. MANY OF THEM HAD JUST 

VISITED THE BOB BULLOCK MUSEUM ACROSS THE STREET. 

THERE WAS A DYNAMIC ENERGY AND EXCITEMENT IN THE 

AIR. THIS IS WHAT MUSEUMS DO. GREAT MUSEUMS ARE THE 

HEART OF A CITY. MUSEUMS PRESERVE, TEACH, ATTRACT, 

STIMULATE. THEY MAKE CITIES COME ALIVE. TODAY IS 



INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY, AND MUSEUMS ARE BEING 

CELEBRATED ALL OVER THE WORLD. AUSTIN NEEDS 

MUSEUMS. AUSTIN NEEDS REAL MUSEUMS. MEXICARTE WAS 

FOUNDED BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE AND NEED FOR AN 

INSTITUTION THAT WAS SOLELY DEDICATED TO MEXICAN 

AND MEXICAN-AMERICAN ART. TODAY THIS IS STILL THE 

CASE. FOR 22 YEARS THE MUSEUM HAS BEEN PRESENTING 

EXHIBITIONS, EDGEEDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 

COLLECTING. IN 2001 THE MUSEUM ACQUIRED THE BUILDING 

ON FIFTH AND CONGRESS. I WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE 

EFFORTS OF MAYOR WILL WYNN, COUNCILMEMBER RAUL 

ALVAREZ, COUNCILMEMBER TAKEN THOMAS, BETTY 

DUNKERLEY WHO WORKED VERY HARD TO MAKE THIS 

POSSIBLE BACK THEN. YOU WERE VISIONARIES KNOWING 

THAT MEXICARTE HAD A SECURE PLACE IN THE MIDST OF 

ALL THE DEVELOPMENT DOWNTOWN. THANK YOU. WE ARE 

NOW THE OFFICIAL MEXICAN-AMERICAN FINE ARTS MUSEUM 

OF TEXAS. WE HAVE ESTABLISHED SIGNIFICANT 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT AND ITS 

MUSEUMS. WE HAVE SHOWCASED MANY LATINO REGIONAL 

AND LOCAL ARTISTS THAT NOW HAVE NATIONAL 

RECOGNITION. WE HAVE DEVELOPED PROGRAMMATICALLY 

INTO A REAL MUSEUM. BUT ONE THING IS LACKING, A REAL 

MUSEUM BUILDING. WE ALL KNOW THAT THE BUILDING THAT 

WE CALLED HOME FOR THE PAST 18 YEARS IS NOT A 

MUSEUM BUILDING AND IT IS NOT THE BEST THAT AUSTIN 

CAN DO. WE NEED A SPACE THAT WILL SECURE AND 

PRESERVE THE COLLECTIONS AND THE LOANED ART 

WORKS. A FACILITY THAT'S EQUIPPED WITH 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS, ADEQUATE SECURITY TO 

PRESERVE THE ART. AT THIS TIME WE ARE NOT ABLE TO 

BRING MAJOR EXHIBITIONS LIKE THE TREASURES OF THE AS 

TECH EMPIRE, THE SPLEN DORS OF MEXICO BECAUSE WE 

DO NOT HAVE A BUILDING WITH ADEQUATE FACILITIES TO 

HOUSE THIS WORK. OUR AGREEMENTS WITH THE MEXICAN 

GOVERNMENT GIVES US A POTENTIAL TO EXHIBIT SOME OF 

MEXICO'S FINEST TREASURES AS WELL AS TREASURES 

FROM THE LATINO ART COMMUNITY. OTHER CITIES HAVE 

BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND AUSTIN CAN DO IT TOO. THE BOND 

PACKAGE IS SUPPOSEDLY TO SUPPORT THE HIGH QUALITY 

OF LIFE. MEXICARTE MUSEUM DOES THIS. WE ASK YOU AS 

OUR LEADERS TO MAKE DECISIONS NEXT WEEK THAT WILL 



AFFECT US ALL IN THE FUTURE. WE ASK THAT YOU INCLUDE 

MEXICARTE MUSEUM IN THE 2006 BOND PACKAGE. THANK 

YOU.  

Thomas: THANK YOU. NEXT SPEAKER WILL BE RICHARD 

TROXELL. A.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, COUNCILMEMBERS. THIS IS YASMIN 

LEWIS. FIRST LET ME STATE WE'RE IN SUPPORT OF THE 

HOUSING BONDS. THEY NEED TO BE INCREASED TO THE 

ORIGINAL AMOUNT OF $63 MILLION. THE REASON FOR THAT 

IS TO GET THE HOMELESS OFF OF THE STREET IN PART. 

RECENTLY THERE'S BEEN A RULING BY THE NINTH DISTRICT 

COURT. WE'RE IN THE FIFTH DISTRICT. AND IN THE NINTH 

DISTRICT IT SAID THAT THE RECENT ORDINANCE PASSED BY 

THIS COUNCIL OF THE CITY, NO SITTING, NO LYING DOWN 

ORDINANCE, WAS IN VIOLATION OF THE EIGHTH 

INSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND IT WAS CRUEL AND 

UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT. THE REASON IT WAS 

CHARACTERIZED THAT WAY IS BECAUSE WE HAD X NUMBER 

OF HOMELESS PEOPLE AND WE HAVE ONLY SO MANY X 

NUMBER OF BEDS. IN AUSTIN AS YOU KNOW, THE CITY-

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT SAYS WE HAVE BETWEEN 

TWO AND FOUR THOUSAND HOMELESS PEOPLE AND WE 

ONLY HAVE A MAXIMUM OF 600 BEDS FOR EVERY MAN, 

WOMAN AND CHILD. OBVIOUSLY THAT LEAVES PEOPLE 

WANDERING AROUND THE STREETS. THAT IS WHAT THE 

COURT SAID WAS CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT. 

TODAY I'M HERE WITH MS. LEWIS, WE'RE GOING TO TALK 

ABOUT A POLICE OFFICER WHO CAME TO HER WHILE SHE 

WAS IN THE ALLEY BETWEEN THE SALVATION ARMY AND 

ARCH IN THE OVERFLOW CAPACITY LOOKING FOR BEDDING 

FOR THE EVENING. HE TOLD HER THAT IT WAS PROHIBITED 

AND ILLEGAL TO SIT OR LIE DOWN IN THIS AREA. SHE WAS 

NOT IN THE ALLEYWAY, NOR WAS SHE ON A SIDEWALK; 

HOWEVER, SHE AND THREE OTHER PEOPLE WERE 

CORRALLED, ASKED FOR IDENTIFICATION. THE ONE THING 

LED TO ANOTHER AND ULTIMATELY THE POLICE OFFICER 

WENT TO HER CAR -- NOT IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF THE 

ALLEY, BUT PARKED IN A PARKING LOT OF THE SALVATION 

ARMY IN A FENCED-IN AREA. THE CAR WAS LEGALLY PARKED 

WITH PERMISSION AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SALVATION 

ARMY AND IT WAS TICKETED AND STICKERRED WITH A 



PERMIT FROM THE SALVATION ARMY. THIS CAN BE VERIFIED 

BY WARREN STALLWORTH, A FORMER POLICE OFFICER WHO 

WAS AT THE SCENE. NOW, THE CAR WAS TOWED. THE CAR, 

HER HOME. MS. LEWIS COMES TO US FROM OUT OF STATE 

AS A RESULT OF AN ABUSIVE SITUATION. THAT'S HOW SHE 

LOST HER FRONT TEETH. THIS WOMAN IS DESPERATE. SHE'S 

NOW HOMELESS AND NOW WE HAVE TAKEN HER CAR. IT HAD 

NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ACTIVITIES IN THE ALLEYWAY. 

THE CAR IS GOING TO BE CONSUMED FOR THE STORAGE 

FEES. WE HAVE BEEN TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

THROUGH APPROPRIATE CHANNELS AND APPEALED TO 

THEM. WE ARE NOW APPEALING TO EACH OF YOU AS CITY 

COUNCILMEMBERS TO REACH IN TO DISCRETIONARY FUNDS 

TO HELP MS. LEWIS RECHIEF HER HOME -- RETRIEVE HER 

HOME. THAT IS WHY WE ARE HERE TODAY. WE ARE MAKING 

A DIRECT APPEAL FOR A CHAMPION. WE ARE ASKING 

SOMEONE TO CHAMPION MS. LEWIS' CASE. WE WOULD NOT 

COME TO YOU IF WE WERE NOT CLEAR ON OUR FACTS. 

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY. PLEASE PASS THE 

HOUSING BONDS, PLEASE INCREASE THEM TO THE MAXIMUM 

AMOUNT REQUESTED, WHICH WAS $63 MILLION. THANK YOU.  

Futrell: I'LL HAVE ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER RUDY GARZA 

THAT I WOULD LIKE TO TALK WITH YOU OFFLINE AND SEE IF 

WE CAN FIGURE OUT WHAT HAPPENED AND WHAT WE CAN 

DO TO HELP. AND HE'S RIGHT HERE TO SPEAK TO YOU.  

THANK YOU, CITY MANAGER.  

Thomas: MR. RICHARD TROXELL, WOULD YOU FOLLOW UP 

WITH MY OFFICE ON THE SITUATION? LAST BUT NOT LEAST, 

MR. PAT JOHNSON.  

ALL RIGHT, COUNCIL. TODAY IS A SAD ISSUE TO ME. I HAD A 

CALL COME INTO COUNCIL THAT A REAL CLOSE FRIEND OF 

MINE THAT I'VE KNOWN FOR PROBABLY 35 YEARS PASSED 

AWAY IN SAN FRANCISCO TO AN AIDS-RELATED SICKNESS. 

YOU KNOW, THIS COMING WEEKEND ON SUNDAY, I'M SURE 

SOME OF Y'ALL HAVE HEARD ABOUT IT, THE 23rd ANNUAL 

INTERNATIONAL AIDS CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL SERVICE 

WILL BE HELD AT AT REPUBLIC PARK ON SUNDAY EVENING 

BETWEEN 6:00 P.M. AND 9:00 P.M. ADMISSION IS FREE AND 

YOU ARE INVITED TO BRING YOUR CANDLES AS WE GATHER 



TO LIGHT A PATH TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE. THERE IS A 

BRIGHTER FUTURE, WHICH FOR US LIVING WITH AIDS, ALL 

WE CAN DO IS WAIT FOR OUR DAY. PLEASE TAKE THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP US REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE 

BEEN LOST TO THIS EPIDEMIC AND HONOR THOSE 

INDIVIDUALS LIVING WITH HIV AND AIDS. IN THE AUSTIN AREA 

THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 3400 PEOPLE -- WRONG SLIDE. 

ANYWAY, MANY THANKS TO THIS COUNCIL PROVIDING THE 

FUNDING FOR THE ABILITY FOR THE FOLLOWING 

NONPROFITS THAT PROVIDE SERVICES TO PEOPLE LIVING 

WITH HIV AND AIDS IN OUR COMMUNITY, AIDS SERVICES OF 

AUSTIN, PROJECT TRANSITIONS, DOUG'S HOUSE WHERE 

INCIDENTALLY MY PARTNER OF 15 YEARS DIED IN 2002. THAT 

WAS THE SADDEST THING IN MY LIFE TO SEE SOMEBODY DIE 

IN MY ARMS. THE WRIGHT WELLNESS CENTER AND THE 

DAVID POWELL PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER. DAVID POWELL, 

DURING MY CRITICAL TIME WITH MY AIDS VIRUS, WITHOUT 

HIM I WOULD NOT BE HERE TODAY. IN THE AUSTIN AREA 

THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 3400 PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV 

AND AIDS. THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL 15 TO 2,000 PEOPLE 

THAT ARE HIV-POSITIVE AND DON'T EVEN KNOW THEIR 

STATUS FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER. IT'S SO EASY TO 

GET TESTED. IT'S FREE. THE HIV AND AIDS INFECTION RATES 

ARE RISING, ESPECIALLY AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE AND 

PEOPLE OF COLOR. OUR NEIGHBORHOOD RECREATION 

CENTERS, LIKE THE MONTOPOLIS REC CENTER AND THE 

GIBBONS RECREATION CENTER, WE HAVE NO LITERATURE 

FOR HIV PREVENTION AND TESTING IN THOSE CENTERS. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OUR 

CENTRAL TEXAS NEIGHBORS WHO ARE LIVING WITH HIV AND 

AIDS, THE PUBLIC, BY DONATING TO AIDS SERVICES OF 

AUSTIN. THEY PROVIDE MANY GOOD SERVICES. A LOT OF 

THOSE CASE MANAGERS OVER THERE ARE OVERLOADED 

WITH PEOPLE. >>THIS SUNDAY THERE'S FREE PARKING 

AROUND THERE. I WANT TO SEE ALL THE COUNCILMEMBERS 

AND EVERYBODY ON THE COUNCIL TO BRING YOUR FAMILY 

BECAUSE I KNOW THAT EACH ONE OF YOU KNOW 

SOMEBODY THAT HAS LOST A LOVED ONE TO AIDS OR 

SOMEONE WHO IS DEALING WITH HIV. HIV IS NOT A DEATH 

SENTENCE. WE HAVE MEDICATIONS NOW THAT PEOPLE CAN 

EXPECT TO LIVE 20 TO 30 TO 40 YEARS ON HOW YOU 

MANAGE YOUR SICKNESS. THERE'S A LOT OF SIDE EFFECTS 



IN THE MEDICATIONS, BUT IT'S BETTER THAN BEING BURIED. 

AGAIN, COUNCIL, I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR FUNDING 

THESE NONPROFITS THAT TAKE CARE OF ME AND THE REST 

OF OUR CITIZENS WHO SO BADLY NEED IT. THANK YOU.  

Thomas: AT THIS TIME WE WILL RECESS AND BE BACK AT 2:00 

P.M. FOR OUR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON -- ARE 

WE GOING TO WAIT UNTIL LATER ON? THANK YOU. I GUESS 

WE CAN. YOU'RE GOING TO EXCLUDE YOURSELF. THEN 

WE'LL BRING BACK ITEM NUMBER 4. WE NEED TO PASS ITEM 

NUMBER 4. SO I NEED TO MOTION FOR PASSAGE ON ITEM 

NUMBER 4. MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL. ANY 

DISCUSSION? NRS NrsALL IT FAVOR, LET IT BE KNOWN BY 

SAYING AYE? ANY OPPOSED? IT PASSES ON A 4-0, AND 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN EXCUSED HIMSELF. SO IT 

PASSED ON A MOTION ON A FOUR COUNT. ANY OTHER 

BUSINESS AT THIS TIME? IF NOT, REAL RETURN AT 2:00 P.M. 

TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE BOND SALE AND 

THERE WILL BE A 2:00 O'CLOCK BRIEFING. AT THIS TIME WE 

WILL BE IN RECESSION. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THERE BEING A QUORUM PRESENT, AT THIS 

TIME I'LL CALL BACK TO ORDER THIS MEETING OF THE 

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL. IT'S ABOUT 10 MINUTES AFTER 2:00. 

EARLIER ANNOUNCED BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM IN CLOSED 

SESSION, A DISCUSSION WAS HAD ON ITEMS 37, 38, 39. NO 

DECISIONS WERE MADE. ITEM 36 WAS NOT TAKEN UP, NOR 

WILL IT BE TAKEN UP TODAY. IN FACT, WE HAVE NOW ENDED 

OUR EXECUTIVE SESSIONS FOR THE REST THIS MEETING. 

COUNCIL WILL NOW GO TO OUR 2:00 ITEMS, INCLUDING ITEM 

NUMBER 40, WHICH IS APPROVING AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS 

ELECTRIC UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS. I'D 

APPRECIATE A BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM MR. BILL NEW 

MAN.  

GOOD AFTERNOON. I'M BILL NEWMAN. MY PARTNER, CHRIS 

ALLEN, IS GOING TO GIVE OUT SOME BOOKS WE'RE GOING 

TO WALK THROUGH IN TALKING ABOUT ITEM NUMBER 40 IN 

THIS BOND SALE. JUST TO BEGIN WITH, THIS IS A TAKEOUT 

OF SOME OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL PAPER THAT AUSTIN 

ENERGY HAS OUTSTANDING. AS WE SAY ON PAGE 2, AS YOU 



KNOW, THE COMMERCIAL PAPER IS A SHORT-TERM 

FINANCING VEHICLE, AND IN THIS INSTANCE WE'RE TAKING 

THEM INTO 30 YEAR BONDS. ON PAGE 3 OF THE HANDOUT 

THAT CHRIS GAVE YOU, JUST AS A LISTING OF WHO THE 

PLAYERS ARE IN THIS TRANSACTION, THE SALE IS 

COMPETITIVE, MEANING AGAIN WE WENT THROUGH THE 

INTERNET AND WENT OUT ON A COMPETITIVE BASIS AND 

SHOWED THIS TO THE WORLD, SO TO SPEAK. BOND 

COUNSEL IS HERE TODAY, BOB BROWNSFIELD WITH 

FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI. THE PURCHASER WAS LEEMAN 

BROTHERS. PFN IS YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR. THE NEWS I 

WANT TO GET TO FIRST IS WHAT'S ON PAGE 4 OF THE 

HANDOUT THAT I GAVE YOU. AND THIS IS TO SAY THE LEAST 

EXCITING FOR US. AS YOU KNOW, SEVERAL WEEKS AGO WE 

TOOK A TRIP TO NEW YORK WITH AUSTIN ENERGY. THE 

FIRST TIME WE SOLD AUSTIN ENERGY BOND FOR 2003. WE 

WENT TO MOODY, STANDARD AND POOR'S AND FITCH AND 

GAVE THEM OUR STORY. WE WERE EXTREMELY SURPRISED 

-- SOME OF US WERE NOT SURPRISED. THE CITY MANAGER 

WAS NOT. BUT WE WERE ELATED ABOUT THE FACT THAT ALL 

THREE CHOSE TO UPGRADE US. MOODY'S TOOK US ON A 

COMBINED UTILITY LEAN FROM A-2 TO A-2. A-120 

SUBORDINATE. S AND P TOOK US ON THE COMBINED PRIOR 

LIEN DEBT FROM AN A PLUS TO A DOUBLE A MINUS. ON THE 

COMBINED ZONING ORDINANCEINTORD GNATLIEN. FITCH 

HAS US IN A DOUBLE A MINUS IN ALL CATEGORIES. I SHOULD 

MENTION TO YOU THAT THERE ARE NOT ANY TRIPLE A 

RATED UTILITIES OUT THERE, THERE ARE ONLY 24 DOUBLE A 

RATED ELECTRIC UTILITIES OUT THERE, INCLUDING AUSTIN. 

SO YOU'RE IN A SPECIAL GROUP NOW, A VERY SPECIAL 

GROUP FOR THAT MATTER. AS YOU ALSO KNOW, RATINGS 

AFFECT THE AMOUNT OF MONEY WE PAY IN TERM OF 

INTEREST RATES ON THE MONEY WE BORROW. THE BETTER 

YOUR CREDIT RATING, THE LOWER YOUR BORROWING 

COST. THIS PARTICULAR UPGRADE, I SHOULD MENTION, I 

THINK COMES AFTER A LONG, LONG HARD WAIT AND A LOT 

OF HARD WORK ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF AND THE 

COUNCIL AS WELL. SOME OF THE THINGS RECITED BY ALL 

THREE OF THESE AGENCIES WHEN WE GOT THEIR REPORTS 

THIS LAST TIME IS THE CITY HAS COMPETITIVE RATES. WE 

HAVE VERY SOLID DEBT DEBT SERVICE COVER COVERAGE. 

YOU HAVE SOLID LIQUIDITY, YOUR ABILITY TO WEATHER THE 



HARD TIMES IF YOU WOULD THAT YOU'VE GONE THROUGH 

THE LAST MANY YEARS WITHOUT WAVERING IF YOU WANT 

AND PARTICULARLY THEY MENTIONED STAYING WITH THE 

POLICY OF HANGING ON TO THAT 9.1%% TRANSFER AND NOT 

GOING ABOVE THAT TO THE GENERAL FUND. THEY ALSO 

CITED SOUND MANAGEMENT AND SOUND FINANCIAL 

POLICIES THAT THE COUNCIL HAS PUT INTO PLACE AND A 

GOOD HARD WORKING SEASONED STAFF. I THINK THAT'S 

JUST EXTREMELY COMMENDABLE.  

Mayor Wynn: DIDN'T HE ALSO MENTION THREE GOOD 

LOOKING COUNCIL MEMBERS WHO MADE THE TRIP?  

YOU KNOW, THEY DIDN'T -- I'M KIDDING. [ LAUGHTER ] 

COUNCILMEMBERS, DUNKERLEY, LEFFINGWELL AND 

MCCRACKEN WENT ON THIS TRIP. AND EXCEPT FOR 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY, I THINK THIS MAY HAVE BEEN 

THEIR FIRST TRIP. TO SAY THAT THEY DID NOT CONTRIBUTE 

WOULD BE IN ERROR. THEY CONTRIBUTED A GREAT DEAL. 

THEY LEARNED EVERY TIME WE GAVE A PRESENTATION, IT 

GOT BETTER AND BETTER, AND EVERYONE DID AN 

EXCELLENT JOB. IN SAYING THAT I SHOULD ALSO COMMEND 

ELAINE HART. SHE WORKS VERY, VERY HARD ON THESE 

PRESENTATIONS AND TAKES IT EXTREMELY SERIOUS, 

LOSES SLEEP FOR THAT MATTER. I'D BE REMISS IF I DIDN'T 

COMMEND HER FOR THE GOOD JOB SHE DID. TO GO ON 

THROUGH THE PRESENTATION ON PAGE 5, WE TALKED A 

LITTLE BIT ABOUT WHERE THE MARKET WAS YESTERDAY. AS 

YOU KNOW FROM A STOCK MARKET STANDPOINT, IT TANKED 

PRETTY BAD, WENT DOWN OVER 200 POINTS. THAT WAS NOT 

BAD FOR THE BOND MARKET. WE HAD SOME PEOPLE BACK 

OUT OF THE BOND MARKET. ABOUT A BILLION ONE FELL OUT 

OF THE BOND MARKET, SO THE VISIBLE SUPPLY WAS ONLY 7 

BILLION. ON PAGE 6 YOU WILL SEE AN UPGRADE IF YOU 

WOULD IN THE 30-YEAR TREASURY AND THE 30 YEAR BOND 

BUYERS INDEX AND YOU WILL SEE WHAT I WOULD CALL A 

FREAKISH EVENT WHERE YOU SEE THEM AT THE SAME 

LEVEL, 525 AND 526. I DON'T KNOW IF I'VE EVER SEEN THAT 

BEFORE. PAGE 7 WE TALK SOME ABOUT WHAT IN THE 

MARKET. THERE WERE NOT SOME -- THERE WAS NOT A 

WHOLE LOT OF BONDS IN THE MARKET. YOU SEE YOU'RE 

NOT THE BIGGEST AND YOU'RE NOT THE LARGEST, KIND OF 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PACK. ABOUT A BALANCED NUMBER 



OF COMPETITIVE VERSE NEGOTIATED ISSUES. PAGE 8 

SHOWS THE ACTUAL RESULTS OF THE SALE WITH THE 

COUPONNING AND WHAT THE YIELDS WERE. THE TRUE 

INTEREST COSTS ON THIS TRANSACTION TURNED OUT TO 

ONLY BE 4.66%, WHICH IN A 30-YEAR ENVIRONMENT IS 

EXTREMELY, EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE. YOU'LL SEE ON THE 

NEXT PAGE THAT WE GOT A TOTAL OF 12 BIDS. NOW, YOU'VE 

HEARD ME SAY BEFORE THAT YOU HAVEN'T DONE THAT. 

YOU HAVEN'T DONE THAT WELL BEFORE. ON YOUR SALES 

WE'VE GOTTEN NINE OR 10 BIDS. BUT ON THIS OCCASION TO 

GET 12 BIDS IS A STRONG OCCASION THAT THE FACT THAT 

YOUR RATINGS HAVE IMPROVED, THAT YOUR QUALITY 

CREDIT CAME OUT IN THE NUMBER OF BIDS THAT YOU GOT. 

WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE HIGHEST VERSUS THE LOWEST BID 

HERE, OUT OF THESE 12 BIDS, THE DIFFERENCE IN THE 

HIGHEST AND LOWEST IS ONLY FIVE-TENTHS OF ONE 

PERCENT. SO A GOOD REPRESENTATION OF BIDDERS. WITH 

THAT SAID, I WOULD CERTAINLY RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 

THIS SALE. WISH YOU SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS AND 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO PARTICIPATE.  

Mayor Wynn: QUESTIONS OF MR. NEWMAN OR STAFF, 

COUNCIL? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: BILL, COULD YOU GIVE US SOME SENSE OF WHAT 

IT MEANS TO THE RATEPAYERS -- PERHAPS IN DOLLAR 

FIGURES -- TO HAVE EVERY ONE OF OUR BONDS -- THE 

BOND RATING AGENCIES UPGRADE THE RATING FOR AUSTIN 

ENERGY BONDS?  

YES, SIR. I THINK I CAN. AND FIRST OF ALL, IN TERMS OF 

INTEREST, WHAT I SAID ABOUT THE NUMBER AND THE 

VOLUME OF UNDERWRITERS THAT SHOWED UP TO BID ON IT. 

THE FACT THAT THEY BID IT VERY HARD AND VERY 

COMPETITIVELY AND VERY LOW IF YOU WOULD IN THE TYPE 

OF ENVIRONMENT THAT WE'RE IN IS ANOTHER THING. FROM 

AN INTEREST RATE STANDPOINT AND FROM THE 

STANDPOINT OF DOLLARS SAVED, IF YOU WOULD, BETWEEN 

A TRIPLE A AND A DOUBLE A CREDIT OR AN A AND A DOUBLE 

A CREDIT, THE NORMAL SPREAD CAN BE ANYWHERE FROM 

10 TO 50 BASIS POINTS OR 10 PERCENTAGE OF ONE 

PERCENT TO A HALF OF ONE PERCENTAGE. IN TODAY'S 

ENVIRONMENT, IT'S ABOUT 20 BASIS POINTS. SO IF YOU 



TOOK THAT AND SAID, EXCUSE ME, SAID WHAT IF WE SOLD 

AND ARE ALL CREDITED IN AN A VERSUS A DOUBLE A, YOU 

WOULD HAVE SAVED A LITTLE OVER FIVE MILLION DOLLARS. 

SO IN TERMS OF DOLLARS TO THE RATE PAIR AND WHAT 

THAT MEANS, THAT'S A LOT OF MONEY OVER A 30 YEAR 

PERIOD. IN THE CASE OF AUSTIN ELECTRIC AND SOME OF 

THE OTHER ISSUES, WE DO SELL THEM INSURANCE. WE GO 

OUT AND BUY INSURANCE. YOU SAY IF WE HAD SOLD THIS 

THING WITH AN A CREDIT WITH INSURANCE, WE WOULD 

STILL HAVE BEEN A TRIPLE A, AND YOU WOULD HAVE. BUT IN 

THIS CASE AS A RESULT OF BEING A STRONGER CREDIT, TO 

BUY THAT INSURANCE, WHICH YOU DO, YOU SAVE $200,000 

ON THE INSURANCE POLICY. THAT'S A LOT OF MONEY. SO IT 

SHOWS UP NOT ONLY IN INTEREST IN THE MARKETPLACE, 

BUT ALSO IN THE RATEPAYERS' POCKET. >>  

McCracken: BILL IS ONE OF THE THREE MEMBERS -- HE WAS 

WITH ME AT THE BOND RATING AGENCY. I WANT TO TELL 

YOU HOW MUCH WE APPRECIATED THE OUTSTANDING 

WRONG THAT PFM HAS DONE FOR AUSTIN ENERGY AND FOR 

THE CITY OF AUSTIN FOR OUR TAXPAYERS AND 

RATEPAYERS. AND ALSO I WANT TO COMMEND AUSTIN 

ENERGY ON THE OUTSTANDING JOB THEY'RE DOING TO RUN 

A TIGHT FISCAL SHIP BECAUSE ALL THAT HARD WORK THAT 

YOU AND CHRIS AND ELAINE AND EVERYONE DID, IT PAID 

OFF IN REAL SAVINGS FOR OUR RATEPAYERS AND 

TAXPAYERS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

THANK YOU VERY KINDLY.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS OF STAFF OR 

MR. NEWMAN? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON ITEM 

NUMBER 40, APPROVING THIS SALE. MOTION MADE BY 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO APPROVE ITEM NUMBER 

40, THIS ELECTRIC UTILITIES SYSTEMS REVENUE 

REBUNDING BOND -- REFUNDING BOND SALE. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 

SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASS OZ A VOTE OF SIX TO 



ZERO WITH COUNCILMEMBER KIM TEMPERATURELY OFF THE 

DAIS.  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL, CONGRATULATIONS AGAIN.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCIL, THAT TAKES US TO ITEM NUMBER 41, 

WHICH IS A BRIEFING ON THE RUSH HOUR RAPID 

RESPONSE/ENHANCED TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM. AND AGAIN, WE WOULD WELCOME A BRIEF STAFF 

PRESENTATION FROM MR. RUDY GARZA.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR AND COUNCIL, RUDY GARZA, 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER. WE'RE PLEASED TO HAVE A 

CHANCE TODAY TO PRESENT AWE PROJECT WE'VE BEEN 

WORKING CLOSELY UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 

MAYOR'S OFFICE AND COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN 

REGARDING HOW WE KEEP OUR CITIZENS SAFE AND HELP 

CONGESTION ON THE ROADWAYS. WE'LL BE TALKING TO 

YOU ABOUT SEVERAL ITEMS, AMENDED TOWING ORDINANCE 

AND ALSO A PROGRAM THAT WE'LL BE IMPLEMENTING.  

McCracken: MAYOR, WE WERE --  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: MAYOR, I APPRECIATE YOU JOINING ME HERE IN 

THE LAST SIX -- I GUESS SINCE LIKE LAST SEPTEMBER OR 

OCTOBER WE'VE BEEN WORKING ON CREATING THE 

NATION'S PREMIER RUSH HOUR RESPONSE PROGRAM AND 

THE GOAL IS TO -- THE POLICY IS TO CLEAR THE HIGHWAYS, 

THE STALLED CONSIDERS WITHIN 10 MINUTES OF RUSH 

HOUR AND ALSO BEGIN AN EDUCATION CAMPAIGN FOR 

DRIVERS HERE IN AUSTIN, THAT IF THEY HAVE A STALLED 

CAR OR MINOR ACCIDENT ON ONE OF OUR HIGHWAYS, THEY 

NEED TO GET OFF IN THE NEXT EXIT AS OPPOSED TO 

SITTING ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. AND WE'LL HEAR FROM 

RUDY AND CHIEF CARTER WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS ON RUSH 

HOUR WHEN WE DO HAVE THESE STALLED ED CARS AND 

MINOR FENDER BENDERS SITTING ON THE SIDE OF THE 

ROAD, WHAT IT DOES TO RUSH HOUR. AND WE'RE GOING TO 

HEAR ABOUT WHAT IS AN OUTSTANDING PROPOSAL THAT 

RUDY GARZA AND CHIEF CARTER HAVE BEFORE US TODAY 



TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN RUSH HOUR.  

Mayor Wynn: YES, THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER.  

IN ADDITION TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH YOUR OFFICE, 

MAYOR, AND COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, WE'VE ALSO 

BEEN WORKING WITH THE TOWING ASSOCIATION 

THROUGHOUT THIS PROCESS. WE'VE PROCEEDED THEM 

THE O. -- >>WE'VE PROVIDED THEM THE ORDINANCE IN 

FEBRUARY AND INCORPORATED MAY SOME OF THE 

CHANGES THEY PROPOSED. IN FACT, IN THE ORDINANCE 

THAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU TODAY WE ALSO INCLUDED 

SOME ADDITIONAL CHANGES THAT THEY'VE REQUESTED SO 

THE TOWING COMPANIES HAVE BEEN VERY GOOD 

PARTNERS FOR US FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND WE 

APPRECIATE ALL THEIR REPORT. I'M NOW GOING TO TURN IT 

OVER TO ASSISTANT CHIEF CARTER TO PRESENT:  

THANK YOU, MR. GARZA.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MAYOR, CITY COUNCILMEMBERS, DAVID 

CARTER WITH AUSTIN POLICE. I'M GOING TO BASICALLY GO 

THROUGH A SLIDE PRESENTATION FAIRLY QUICKLY TO KIND 

OF DESCRIBE OUR CURRENT SITUATION. SOME OF THIS 

INFORMATION YOU'VE HEARD OVER THE PAST MONTHS, BUT 

WE OBVIOUSLY, LIKE COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND 

MR. GARZA SAID, THIS IS OBVIOUSLY AN IMPORTANT ISSUE 

FOR AUSTIN. JUST A SECOND. ALL RIGHT. SORRY ABOUT 

THAT. I THINK THE OPENING LINE HERE ON THIS SLIDE 

REALLY IS KIND OF AN UNDERSTATEMENT THAT EVERYBODY 

IN THIS CITY RECOGNIZES THAT TRAFFIC IS OBVIOUSLY A 

MAJOR ISSUE. FROM BASICALLY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

IS LOOKING AT IT FROM TWO ADVANTAGE POINTS. ONE OF 

THEM IS THAT WE LOOK AT IT AS IN AUSTIN, TWICE AS MANY 

PEOPLE ARE KILLED BY TRAFFIC CRASHES AS KILLED BY 

HOMICIDE TYPE EVENTS. AND THE OTHER THING IS 

OBVIOUSLY WE HAVE FAR TOO MANY PEOPLE THAT ARE 

SITTING OUT ON OUR ROADWAYS, WHICH CAUSES 

UNNECESSARY DELAY, CAUSES A LOT OF DRIVER 

FRUSTRATION. CITIZENS ARE EXPECTING US, THE POLICE, 

TO DO SOMETHING TO GET THE ROADWAYS CLEARED AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE. TRAFFIC INCIDENT DELAYS BASICALLY, 

SOME OF THIS STUFF IS INTUITIVE, BUT THE POEM LINE IS 



WHEN WE'RE OUT HERE ON I-35 OR MOPAC OR 183, WHEN 

WE GET OUT THERE AND THE TRAFFIC IS MOVING SLOW AND 

STANDING BY, WE'RE STUCK IN TRAFFIC, PEOPLE ARE 

THINKING THIS IS USUALLY THE RUSH HOUR KIND OF THING, 

PEOPLE ARE GOING TO WORK IN THE MORNING OR LEAVING 

IN THE AFTERNOON, STUDIES INDICATE THAT OVER HALF OF 

ALL TRAFFIC DELAY IS ACTUALLY THE RESULT OF SOME 

TRAFFIC INCIDENT, WHETHER IT BE A STALLED CAR OR A 

TRAFFIC CRASH THAT OCCURRED SOMETIME EARLIER 

DURING THAT CYCLE. A TELLING FEATURE FOR AUSTIN IS 

THAT AUSTIN DOES REMAIN THE MOST MID SIZED 

CONGESTED CITY OF ITS SIZE FOR CITIES OVER 500,000. THE 

OTHER IMPORTANT POINT THAT WE HOPE THAT WE CAN DO 

SOMETHING ABOUT IS THE FACT THAT EVERY PERSON IN 

AUSTIN BASICALLY SPENDS 51 HOURS PER YEAR -- THEY 

LOSE 51 HOURS PER YEAR SITTING IN TRAFFIC. SO 

OBVIOUSLY IF THERE'S SOMETHING WE CAN DO TO REDUCE 

THAT TRAFFIC CONGESTION, CLEAR THE ROADWAYS MORE 

RAPID, MAYBE WE CAN GET THAT NUMBER DOWN. THE NEED 

FOR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, BASICALLY THERE'S A CAL 

TRAN STUDY, AND THAT'S THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, THAT BASICALLY SELLS US WHEN YOU 

HAVE A THREE-LANE HIGHWAY, JUST THE SAME WAY THAT 

YOU CAN SEE ON MOPAC OR I-35, THAT IF YOU HAVE ONE 

LANE BLOCKED ON THAT HIGHWAY, THE TRAFFIC FLOW IS 

ACTUALLY REDUCED BY 60%. INTUITIVELY YOU WOULD SAY 

ONE LANE IS BLOCKED, SO IT'S REDUCED BY A THIRD. THAT'S 

NOT TRUE. WHAT HAPPENS IS WHEN YOU HAVE THAT ONE 

LANE AND YOU HAVE A FAIR AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC, ALL THAT 

TRAFFIC IS NOW TRYING TO MERGE INTO THE OTHER LANES, 

AND YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENS THERE. SO JUST ONE LANE 

BLOCKED REALLY CLOGS THINGS DOWN. AND IF YOU LOOK 

ON THIS SLIDE YOU CAN SEE THAT THE LOSS OF TWO LANES 

IN EFFECT SHUTS DOWN A ROADWAY OR REDUCES THE 

TRAFFIC FLOW BY 90%. EVEN THINGS THAT WE CONSIDER 

INSIGNIFICANT, A MOTORIST ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD, 

THAT IS BROKEN DOWN, CHANGING A TIRE, NOT IN THE 

ROADWAY, REDUCES THE TRAFFIC FLOW BY 10 TO 15 

PERCENT. WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT THAT IS IF WE HAVE A 

STALLED CAR, A MINOR WRECK OR SOMETHING, A STALLED 

CORRECTED VEHICLE OR A STALLED VEHICLE ON THE SIDE 

OF AN EXPRESSWAY AND ALL THREE LANES ARE OPEN, 



THERE'S STILL A TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTION. I KNOW THAT THE 

LAST POINT ON THIS SLIDE BASICALLY TALKS ABOUT THE 

FACT THAT FOR EVERY MINUTE OF DELAY AND RESPONSE 

BY WHOEVER IT IS TO CLEAR THE ROADWAY CREATES A 

FOUR-MINUTE LAG TIME THAT OCCURS. THIS BASICALLY 

TELLS YOU IF THERE'S A DISABLED VEHICLE OR A CRASH OF 

SOME KIND THAT'S OCCURRED OUT ON THE WINDOW AND 

IT'S 10 MINUTES BEFORE WE GET THERE, AND TRAFFIC 

REMAINS THE SAME, IT COULD BE AS MUCH AS 40 MINUTES 

BEFORE TRAFFIC FLOW RETURNS TO NORMAL AFTER WE'VE 

ALREADY CLEARED THE ROADWAY. BASICALLY IT'S VITALLY 

IMPORTANT THAT WE CLEAR THE ROADWAY AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. TRAFFIC COSTS. SOME OF THIS INFORMATION 

BASICALLY COMES FROM FEDERAL SOURCED AND IS 

ACROSS THE NATION. SO WE DON'T HAVE IT COSTED OUT 

EXACTLY FOR THE CITY OF AUSTIN, BUT IT SUGGESTS THE 

SERIOUSNESS OF WHAT TRAFFIC DELAYS COST THE CITY OR 

COSTS THE COUNTRY ONE TRILLION DOLLARS A YEAR. THIS 

CONGESTION ALSO LEADS TO DELAYS, DECREASING FLOW 

THAT WE SPOKE OF, HIGHER FUEL CONSUMPTION, 

NEGATIVE EFFECTS THAT ARE ALL PART OF THE PROBLEM 

THAT TRAFFIC CAUSES. ANOTHER VERY IMPORTANT POINT 

FOR US, LIKE WE SAID, THERE'S THE TWO THINGS -- NOT 

ONLY ARE PEOPLE FRUSTRATED, BUT CONGESTION MAKES 

THE ROADWAYS LESS SAFE THAN THEY OTHERWISE WOULD 

BE. 14 TO 18 PERCENT OF ALL CRASHES THAT ARE 

OCCURRING ON HIGHWAYS ARE THE RESULT OF A 

SECONDARY CRASH, WHICH MEANS THERE'S SOME TRAFFIC 

INCIDENT THAT SLOWED THE TRAFFIC DOWN. REMEMBER I 

DISCUSSED THAT THERE'S A 10 MINUTE DELAY. 40 MINUTES 

LATER THE TRAFFIC IS STILL OBJECT INSTRUCTED. YOU 

COULD HAVE ANOTHER CRASH DOWN AT THE END SEVERAL 

MILES DOWN THE ROADWAY. ONCE AGAIN IT'S LIKE A 

VICIOUS CYCLE, KEEPS REPEATING ITSELF. AND ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT THE HIGHWAY ENFORCEMENT COMMAND WAS 

GREATLY CONCERNED WITH WAS THAT 18 PERCENT OF ALL 

FATAL CRASHES THAT ARE OCCURRING ON THE HIGHWAYS 

ARE THE RESULT OF SECONDARY CRASHES. IN OTHER 

WORDS, THERE WAS A MINOR INCIDENT, WAS SOME KIND OF 

TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTION. SO FOR US THE THING WAS WE 

HAVE TO GET THE ROADWAY CLEARED AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE. AS A RESULT YOU'VE SEEN THIS BEFORE, I 



BELIEVE, THAT THE HIGHWAY PATROL, BEING THE AUSTIN 

POLICE DEPARTMENT UNIT THAT PATROLS THE FREEWAYS, 

CREATED WHAT THEY CALL CDR ZONES WHICH BASICALLY 

STANDS FOR CLEARING THE DARN ROADWAY, SOMETHING 

SIMILAR TO THAT. MAYBE NOT EXACTLY, BUT IT MAY BE 

CLOSE. AND THEN ACTUALLY I THINK MY TROOPS CAME UP 

WITH THAT. THAT PROBABLY WASN'T ME. THE BOTTOM LINE 

IS WHEN YOU HAVE A COMPLITION, YOU HAVE -- COLLISION, 

YOU HAVE AFD AND APD RESPONDING OUT HERE, ONE OF 

THE THINGS WE'RE LOOKING AT IS OUR RESPONSE TO THE 

ROADWAYS. AND THIS SLIDE HERE BASICALLY SHOWS THAT 

IT'S VERY IMPORTANT FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES AND 

THE FIRST RESPONDERS TO GET OUT AND CONSIDER 

WHAT'S GOING ON BECAUSE HERE THIS SLIDE IS INDICATING 

YOU'VE GOT TWO LANES BLOCKED. AGAIN, THAT ROADWAY 

79 TO 90% RESTRICTED. WE START WORKING OUR WAY TO 

THE SHOULDER, WE'RE STILL OVER HALF THE ROADWAY, 

WHERE IT'S STILL ONLY TAKING UP ONE LANE. WE'RE STILL 

OBJECT INSTRUCTED BY 50%. AND THEN AS WE CONTINUE 

ON, YOU SEE RIGHT AT EVEN ONCE WE'VE COMPLETED 

CLEARING THE ROADWAY, WE'VE GOT A POLICE CAR OUT 

THERE OR WE'VE GOT SOMEBODY OUT ON THE SIDE OF THE 

SHOULDER, THEY'RE NOT BLOCKING THE LANES, BUT 

THEY'RE CLEARLY CAUSING TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTIONS. EVEN 

THE UNATTENDED CAR THAT YOU SOMETIMES SEE ON THE 

SIDE OF THE ROADWAY WITH NOBODY AROUND IT CREATES 

A 10 TO 15 PERCENT REDUCTION IN TRAFFIC FLOW. AND THE 

REASON IS IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT, WHAT PEOPLE DO IS 

WHEN THEY'RE DRIVING ON THE ROAD AND THERE ARE 

THINGS ON THE SIDE OF THEIR PERIPHERAL VISION AND 

THEY SEE IT, IT CAUSES THEM CONCERN, CAUSES THEM TO 

LOSE FOCUS AND CONCENTRATION ON THE ROADWAY IN 

FRONT OF THEM. WHAT WE'RE LOOKING TO TRY AND DO IS 

BASICALLY WITH THE RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE 

INITIATIVE IS BASICALLY THE FIRST THING WE WANT TO DO 

INTERNALLY WITHIN THE CITY IS TO TRY AND ENHANCE OUR 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, E.M.S., 

PATROL OFFICERS, AS WELL AS WRECKERS THAT ARE 

RESPONDING TO HELP US CLEAR THE ROADWAYS. PART OF 

THIS WILL OCCUR BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DEDICATED 

FOLKS AT THE EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

WHERE THEY BASICALLY WILL BE MONITORING THE 



ROADWAY CAMERAS THAT BOTH ARE OPERATED BY TXDOT 

AS WELL AS THE CITY OF AUSTIN. THESE GUYS WILL 

BASICALLY BE RESPONSIBLE TO REPORT INCIDENTS THAT 

THEY DETECT AND TRY AND FACILITATE COMMUNICATION 

BETWEEN ALL THOSE FOLKS WE TALKED ABOUT, THE FIRST 

RESPONDERS, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE. WE DO VIEW THE 

WRECKERS AS FIRST RESPONDERS AS WELL EVEN THOUGH 

THEY'RE A PRIVATE ENTITY. ALSO PART OF THE PROGRAM 

THAT WE'RE CURRENTLY DOING NOW, AND YOU MAY HAVE 

SEEN THIS, IS THAT WE ACTUALLY PATROL THE FREEWAYS 

USING AIRCRAFT, ESPECIALLY DURING OUR RUSH HOUR 

PERIODS, FROM 6:00 A.M. TO K-9D A.M. AND 4:00 P.M. TO K-7 

7:00 P.M. IN THE EVENING. A SECOND PART OF THE 

PROGRAM BASICALLY TALKS ABOUT TAKING RETIRED 

OFFICERS, HAVING THEM OPERATE SOMETHING SIMILAR TO 

TXDOT'S COURTESY PATROL. AND THAT THEY'RE OUT 

FACILITATING BOTH THE POLICE OFFICERS AND THE 

CITIZENS IN NEED OUT THERE IF THEY'RE BROKEN DOWN OR 

HAVE SOME KIND OF ISSUES. NOW IT COMES TO BASICALLY 

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING TO DO ALSO IS BASICALLY IMPROVE 

THE WRECKER ORDINANCE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS 

ORDINANCE IS TO ENHANCE TRAFFIC SAFETY AS WELL AS 

CONSUMER SAFETY. WE WANT TO EXPEDITE CLEARING 

THAT ROAD. WE WANT TO DO SO REASONABLY. WE WANT 

SOMETHING EFFECTIVE FOR THE CONSUMERS. WE WANT TO 

BE FAIR TO THE WRECKER INDUSTRY AS WELL. A SUMMARY 

OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES ARE BASICALLY WHAT WE'RE 

GOING TO DO IS REQUIRE PARTICIPATION OF WRECKERS 

THAT ARE SIGNED UP WITH THE AUSTIN POLICE 

DEPARTMENT ROTATION PROGRAM -- WE'RE GOING TO ASK 

THESE PEOPLE THAT SIGN UP ON OUR LIST TO BE PART OF 

OUR ROTATION PROGRAM, IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN 

THERE'S A VEHICLE CRASH THAT WE'LL CALL, IF THE 

PERSON THAT'S INVOLVED IN THE CRASH DOES NOT HAVE A 

CHOICE INVOLVING THE WRECKER, THE FOLKS THAT ARE 

ASSIGNED FOR THAT, WE'RE GOING TO ASK THAT THEY 

PARTICIPATE IN THE WRECKER RUSH HOUR RAPID 

RESPONSE PROGRAM. PART OF THE IMPROVEMENT IN THIS 

ORDINANCE ALSO REQUIRES IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS. 

WE'RE GOING TO BE BASICALLY ASKING FOR THE 

WRECKERS THAT ARE TAKING ON THESE DUTIES FOR US 

AND BECOMING PART OF THE WRECKER ROTATION 



PROGRAM TO INSTALL COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT IN 

THEIR TRUCKS THAT BASICALLY ALLOW US TO DIRECTLY 

COMMUNICATE. SO IN THE PAST BASICALLY WHAT HAPPENS 

IS SOMEBODY FROM COMMUNICATIONS WILL CALL A 

WRECKER COMPANY, PERHAPS, AND THEN THE WORD WILL 

GET RELAYED, YOU KNOW, TWO OR THREE TIMES AND YOU 

KNOW THAT SLOWS DOWN THE PROCESS SOMETIMES. SO 

THE TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT OFFICERS THAT WE 

HAVE WORKING AT CTAC WILL BASICALLY HAVE DIRECT 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE WRECKERS TO EXPEDITE THEIR 

RESPONSE. ALSO WE'RE LOOKING AT IMPROVING THE 

REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION OF TOW TRUCKS AND 

EQUIPMENT. BASICALLY IT'S A ONCE A YEAR PROCESS NOW. 

WE'RE LOOKING AT STAGGERING IT OVER 12 MONTHS, 

SOMETHING VERY SIMILAR TO A MOTOR VEHICLE 

INSPECTION THAT THE STATE DOES. ADDITIONALLY WE'RE 

ALSO LOOKING AT TRYING TO SET UP A SYSTEM WHERE 

PEOPLE THAT ARE INVOLVED IN CRASHES OR NEED A 

WRECKER SERVICE GIVE THEM THE OPTION OF PAYING FOR 

THE SERVICES BY THE USE OF A CREDIT CARD. WE'LL 

ESTABLISH CRITERIA ON BASICALLY THE DENIAL, 

REVOCATION FOR WRECKER LICENSES THAT WE ISSUE FOR 

NON-CONSENT TOWS. PART OF THAT INVOLVES TAKING A 

CLOSE LOOK AT CRIMINAL HISTORIES OF PEOPLE THAT ARE 

APPLYING FOR WRECKER LICENSES AND ALSO SETTING OUT 

SOME ADDITIONAL CRITERIA THAT BASICALLY TALKS ABOUT 

THE LENGTH OF SUSPENSIONS, SOME OF THE THINGS THAT 

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OR THE CITY MIGHT NEED TO DO 

TO ENSURE SAFETY OF THE CONSUMER. THE WRECKER 

ORDINANCE ALSO BASICALLY CURRENTLY HAS TWO 

CATEGORIES OF WRECKERS. AND WE'RE GOING TO CHANGE 

TO A TOTAL OF THREE CATEGORIES OF WRECKERS BASED 

ON A CHANGE IN THE SIZE OF VEHICLES INVOLVING SUV'S, 

OTHER MIDDLE WEIGHT VEHICLES THAT ARE OUT ON THE 

ROADS TODAY. SOMETIMES PEOPLE WOULD GET CAUGHT 

HAVING TO PAY THE VERY LARGE WRECKER FEE BECAUSE 

MAYBE THEY WERE DRIVING A SUBURBAN OR SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT AND THERE WAS NO MIDDLE GROUND. SO PART 

OF THE THING IS TO CREATE SOME FAIRNESS FOR THE 

CONSUMER ALONG THOSE LINES. THE LAST THING ON THIS 

SLIDE TALKS ABOUT THE CONVERSION OF SOME OF THE 

LANGUAGE THAT WAS IN THE OLD WRECKER ORDINANCE 



AND CONVERTING THAT TO RULES. WHAT ACTUALLY DROVE 

THIS PROCESS WAS NOT TO BE UNFAIR TO THE WRECKER 

INDUSTRY, BUT ACTUALLY TO REMOVE A SENSE OF 

MICROMANAGEMENT ON THEIR PART. SOME OF THE THINGS 

THAT WERE WRITTEN INTO THE PREVIOUS ORDINANCE 

TALKED ABOUT THE KINDS OF EQUIPMENT THAT THEY MIGHT 

HAVE TO HAVE ON THEIR TRUCK AND TECHNOLOGY HAD 

CHANGED, SOME OF THE THINGS THAT WERE NO LONGER 

NEEDED, FOR EXAMPLE, ON THE SLIDE TRUCKS NOW THERE 

WAS A REQUIREMENT THAT THEY HAVE TO HAVE DOLLIES, 

WHICH SLIDE TRUCKS WERE DESIGNED TO OPERATE 

WITHOUT DOLLIES. SO WHAT WE'VE DECIDED TO DO IS MOVE 

THINGS TO RULES SO THEY'RE EASIER TO CHANGE, WHEN 

TECHNOLOGY CHANGES, THE CITY CAN BE MORE 

RESPONSIVE TO THE INDUSTRY AND RECOGNIZE THAT 

WITHOUT NECESSARILY REQUIRING A COUNCIL ACTION. 

OBVIOUSLY THROUGH A CHANGE OF RULES IT WOULD 

REQUIRE COUNCIL OVERSIGHT, BUT BASICALLY IT WOULD 

HAVE -- WE COULD CHANGE THE RULES QUICKER. AND I'LL 

PASS OFF THE FEE SCHEDULE TO MR. GARZA.  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL, I DO WANT TO GO OVER THE 

PROPOSED FEE CHANGES AND THEN A COUPLE OF 

ADDITIONAL POINTS. THE PROPOSED FEES CHANGES THAT 

THAT YOU SEE BEFORE YOU, FOR THE SMALLER VEHICLES 

THE PROPOSAL IS TO INCREASE FROM $95 TO $130. 

BASICALLY THE MID SIZE TOW TRUCKS WOULD HAVE A 

MINIMAL INCREASE FROM 393 TO 400. AND NOW THIS THAT 

WE WILL HAVE A THIRD CATEGORY OF TRUCKS, THE LARGER 

VEHICLE, FOR THE MORE COMMERCIAL TYPE VEHICLES, LIKE 

WHEN YOU SEE AN 18-WHEELER OR SOMETHING THAT 

REQUIRES LARGE EQUIPMENT, HAVE A NEW FEE OF $600. 

AND I DO WANT TO POINT OUT THAT IT HAS BEEN SIX YEARS 

SINCE OUR LAST INCREASE THAT WE HAVE CHANGED THE 

FEES. I DO WANT TO TOUCH ON A COUPLE OF THINGS JUST 

TO CLARIFY. THE PROGRAM THAT WE ARE PROPOSING 

WORKING WITH COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND THE 

MAYOR'S OFFICE IS ONE THAT IS DIRECTLY -- ONLY FOR 

THOSE WRECKER COMPANIES THAT PARTICIPATE IN OUR 

ROTATION LIST, ON OUR NON-CONSENT TOWING PROGRAM. 

THIS DOES NOT COVER EVER SINGLE TOW COMPANY IN THE 

AREA, BUT JUST THOSE THAT PARTICIPATE IN OUR 



PROGRAM. SO WHAT WE'RE DOING HERE IS WE ARE 

PROPOSING THAT THOSE COMPANIES THAT HAVE THE 

BENEFIT OF BEING IN OUR ROTATION LIST PARTICIPATE IN 

THE RUSH HOUR ROTATION PROGRAM. IN ADDITION TO THAT 

-- AND WE SAW IT VERY QUICKLY. SOMETHING THAT WE ARE 

VERY HAPPY TO SEE IS WE ARE ALSO CREATING A BILL OF 

RIGHTS FOR ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS. I THINK WE'VE HAD 

SPEAKERS BEFORE YOU MANY TIMES WHERE INDIVIDUALS 

FEEL LIKE THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT THE RULES ARE, THEY 

DON'T KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING WHEN THEIR CARS GET 

TOWED, THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT THE FEES ARE. WE WILL 

BE PUBLISHING AND MAKING IT VERY READILY AVAILABLE, 

PASSING IT OUT AT GROCERY STORES, CONVENIENCE 

STORES AND SO FORTH SO EVERYONE WILL HAVE WITH 

THEM A BILL OF RIGHTS SO THEY WILL KNOW EXACTLY 

WHAT THE RULES ARE, WHAT HAPPENS IN THE RUSH HOUR 

ROTATION PROGRAM. I WANT TO CLARIFY ALSO THE WAY 

THE PROGRAM WORKS, THE PROPOSAL THAT YOU SEE 

BEFORE YOU AS ASSISTANT CHIEF CARTER TALKED ABOUT 

WAS CLEARING THE ROADWAY. SO THE WAY THE PROGRAM 

WILL WORK IS A CAR IS DISABLED ON THE SIDE OF THE 

ROAD, THE WRECKER COMPANY WILL IMMEDIATELY BE 

DISPATCHED AND IN FACT, THERE'S MANY TIMES THAT EVEN 

BEFORE DISPATCH WILL ARRIVE AND MOVE THE VEHICLE 

OFF THE ROADWAY ON TO A SAFE LOCATION AT NO COST TO 

THE CUSTOMER. ONCE THE CAR IS TOWED OFF THE 

ROADWAY AND IS IN A SAFE LOCATION, THE CUSTOMER 

BASICALLY HAS SEVERAL OPTIONS. NUMBER ONE, HE OR 

SHE CAN ASK THAT COMPANY TO TOW THEM TO A SITE OF 

THEIR PREFERENCE, A CAR SHOP, A HOME, AND THAT WILL 

BE A BUSINESS TRANSACTION THAT THE CUSTOMER 

NOAGHTS WITH THE WRECKER COMPANY. THE OTHER 

OPTION IS IF THE CONSUMER IS IS A MEMBER OF TRIP 

TRIPLE A OR ANOTHER MOTOR VEHICLE CLUB, THEY HAVE 

THE RIGHT TO RELEASE THE TOW COMPANY AND SAY 

THANKS, BUT I HAVE SOMEBODY COMPANY AND THEY CAN 

CALL TRIPLE A OR ANOTHER TOW COMPANY OF THEIR 

OPTION TO TAKE THEM WHERE THEY NEED TO GO. OR ONCE 

THEY'RE IN A THIRD LOCATION, IF IT'S SOMETHING MINOR 

THAT THEY CAN MAYBE GET A JUMP TO START THEIR CAR 

OR CHANGE A TIRE, THAT'S ALSO AN OPTION. SO THERE'S 

NOT GOING TO BE ANY REQUIREMENT THAT SOMEBODY 



BEING TOWED OFF THE ROADWAY UTILIZED THAT WRECKER 

COMPANY. OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO CLEAR THE ROADWAYS 

AND KEEP PEOPLE SAFE, AND SO AGAIN, CUSTOMERS WILL 

MAINTAIN SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES TO DO THAT. SO THAT'S 

A QUICK CLARIFICATION ON HOW THE PROGRAM WILL WORK. 

Mayor Wynn: EXCUSE ME. WHEN YOU SAY AFTER THE TOW 

TRUCK TOWS THE CAR TO A SAFE LOCATION AFTER AN 

EXPRESSWAY, YOUR COMMENT WAS A CUSTOMER CAN 

THEN NEGOTIATE WITH THAT TOWING COMPANY, BUT NOT 

NEGOTIATE THE PRICE. THE PRICE IS ACTUALLY SET VIA THE 

ORDINANCE, CORRECT? THEY CAN NEGOTIATE WHETHER 

OR NOT THEY WANT THEM TO THEN USE THE ORDINANCE 

FEES TO TAKE THEM TO THEIR HOME, TO A REPAIR SHOP, TO 

SOME OTHER LOCATION. WILL THE CUSTOMER ACTUALLY 

LITERALLY NEGOTIATE THE PRICE OF WHATEVER THIS -- 

WHATEVER THE NEXT STEP MIGHT BE?  

THE ORDINANCE THAT WE HAVE IN PLACE ACTUALLY 

ALLOWS US TO ONLY REGULATE NON-CONSENT FEES. SO IN 

THAT SITUATION, ONCE IT BECOMES A CONSENT TOW 

BETWEEN THE VEHICLE OWNER AND THE PRIVATE 

COMPANY, THAT ACTUALLY -- WE DO NOT REGULATE THOSE 

FEES. SO THERE WOULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY THERE FOR 

THEM TO NEGOTIATE WHATEVER THE FEE IS FROM THAT 

WRECKER COMPANY TO VOLUNTARILY TAKE SOMEBODY 

WHERE THEY NEED TO GO.  

Mayor Wynn: RIGHT. AND SECONDLY, HOW WOULD YOU OR 

CHIEF CARTER CHARACTERIZE A SAFE LOCATION? IS IT 

ASCISM AS PERHAPS OFF THE SHOULDER OR LANE AFTER 

AN EXPRESSWAY OVER TO THE FRONTAGE ROAD OR WOULD 

IT BE OVER TO PERHAPS A PARKING LOT OF A BUSINESS 

NEARBY? HOW WOULD YOU ALL DESCRIBE A TYPICAL SAFE 

LOCATION.  

THE FRONTAGE ROAD WOULD BE A SAFER LOCATION THAN 

THE SIDE OF THE FREEWAY. MAYBE A GAS STATION, A 

CONVENIENCE STORE THAT KEEPS PEOPLE OFF THE MAIN 

ROADS. THAT TOW COULD BE ONE MILE WOULD BE ABLE TO 

GET PEOPLE TO SAVE LOCATIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER 



MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: RUDY, COULD YOU DESCRIBE FOR ALL OF OUR 

RUSH HOUR DRIVERS IN AUSTIN HOW THEIR LIVES ARE 

GOING TO CHANGE WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RUSH 

HOUR RAPID RESPONSE?  

WELL, VERY SIMPLY, WHAT WE EXPERIENCE NOW IS 

SOMEONE WILL FIND THEMSELVES WITH A DISABLED 

VEHICLE ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD, AND AS WE'RE ALL 

TRYING TO GET WHERE WE'RE GOING, WE'RE ALL DELAYED. 

BASICALLY AT THIS POINT THE NEW SYSTEM WILL 

AUTHORIZE THE WRECKER COMPANIES TO IMMEDIATELY GO 

AND REMOVE A VEHICLE FROM THE ROADWAY. THAT'S THE 

BIGGEST CHANGE. IT'S NOT GOING TO BE SOMETHING THAT 

WE ALLOW CUSTOMERS TO SAY, NO, DON'T WORRY ABOUT 

IT, I'M GOING TO WAIT HERE UNTIL IT GETS FIXED. WE WILL 

BE REQUIRING THE WRECKER COMPANIES TO DO THAT. AT 

THAT POINT IF THERE IS A SITUATION AND AN OFFICER WILL 

BE DISPATCHED AND ASK THE -- AND ACTUALLY MAKE THEM 

AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THEY NEED TO BE REMOVED OFF 

THE ROADWAY, PRIMARILY FOR THEIR SAFETY AND 

EVERYONE ELSE'S SAFETY ON THE ROAD.  

McCracken: IF SOMEONE FINDS THAT THEY HAVE A MINOR 

ACCIDENT, SHOULD THEY PULL OVER ON TO THE SHOULDER 

OR SHOULD THEY GET OFF AT THE NEXT EXIT?  

PREFERABLY IT WOULD BE THAT THEY GET OFF THE NEXT 

EXIT. IN FACT, I BELIEVE OUR CITY ATTORNEY IS HERE TO 

CLARIFY, BUT I BELIEVE THERE IS LEGISLATION IN PLACE 

NOW THAT REQUIRES PEOPLE TO GET OFF THE ROADWAY 

AND BE SAFE AND EXCHANGE THE INSURANCE 

INFORMATION OR OTHER DETAILS LIKE THAT. WE DO 

PREFER THAT THEY GET OFF THE FREEWAY.  

McCracken: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING IN ADDITION?  

I THINK ONE THING THAT'S IMPORTANT TO STRESS IS 

OBVIOUSLY THIS YEAR SO FAR WE'VE HAD 27 FATAL 

CRASHES. HOPEFULLY WHAT WE'LL SEE IS A CONTINUED 

REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF FATAL CRASHES AS A 

RESULT OF SECONDARY COLLISIONS. ANOTHER VERY 



IMPORTANT THING, I THINK THERE'S A WAY THAT WE CAN 

ACTUALLY ESTABLISH A PERFORMANCE MEASURE OF 

SORTS FOR US. IT WILL BE A CHALLENGE, BUT ONE OF THE 

THINGS I THINK WE CAN DO IS HOPEFULLY DEVELOP A 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE TEXAS TRANSPORTATION 

INSTITUTE AND SEE IF THEY CAN MONITOR US AND SEE IF 

WE CAN GET DOWN THAT NUMBER OF 51 HOURS PER 

PERSON, I THINK THAT WOULD BE A GOOD BENCHMARK 

THERE. FOR EVERY HOUR WE CAN SAVE, OUR VISITORS AND 

RESIDENTS I THINK IS OBVIOUSLY MONEY IN OUR POCKETS 

AND LESS FRUSTRATION. SO THAT MAY BE A BENCHMARK 

WE WANT TO LOOK AT.  

McCracken: SO HOW DRIVER'S LIVES WILL CHANGE, I WANT 

TO MAKE SURE I GET THIS RIGHT, IF YOU HAVE A MINOR 

ACCIDENT OR A DISABLED CAR, IF YOU'RE ABLE, THE 

DRIVER, GET OFF AT THE NEXT EXIT, DON'T GET ON THE 

SHOULDER OF THE ROAD. IF YOU DO FIND YOURSELF ON 

THE SHOULDER OF THE ROAD, A TOW TRUCK IS GOING TO 

ARRIVE WITHIN 10 MINUTES, THAT'S OUR GOAL, AND TAKE 

YOU FROM THE SHOULDER TO A SAFE PLACE ON THE 

FRONTAGE ROAD OR WITHIN A MILE AND YOU CAN PAY THE 

TOW TRUCK DRIVER TO TAKE YOU FURTHER THAN THAT, 

BUT THAT TOW OFF THE SHOULDER TO THE NEAREST SAFE 

PLACE, THAT TOW WILL BE FOR FREE, IS THAT RIGHT?  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

McCracken: AND I KNOW WE'LL HAVE A GOOD SYSTEM 

THROUGH OUR POLICE HELICOPTERS AND OUR EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE CENTERS, WE'RE GOING TO USE THAT TO HELP 

MAKE RUSH HOUR BETTER TOO, BUT IF YOU'RE JUST A 

DRIVER AND YOU SEE A STALLED CAR ON THE SIDE OF THE 

ROAD, IS IT OKAY TO DIAL 911 OR 311 TO REPORT IT IN CASE 

IT HASN'T BEEN SEEN YET?  

YES, SIR. IN FACT, WE WOULD ENCOURAGE MOTORISTS TO 

CALL 311 IF IN FACT WE AREN'T AWARE OF SOMETHING, AND 

OUR CALL TAKERS WILL BE WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE 

TEAM THAT WE WILL HAVE ON-SITE AT THE 

COMMUNICATIONS CENTER WHO WILL BE MONITORING AND 

HAVE DIRECT DISPATCH OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 

WRECKER COMPANIES AS WELL AS OUR PATROL THAT IS 



OUT ON THE STREET. SO WE WOULD ENCOURAGE THAT, IF 

THEY SEE THAT, CALL 311 AND LET US KNOW. CHIEF CARTER 

HAS IMPLEMENTED A PROTOCOL IN PLACE SO WE WILL HAVE 

THIS IN PLACE DURING THE RUSH HOUR.  

IS IT BETTER TO CALL 911 OR 311?  

I WOULD SAY THAT -- ACTUALLY, EITHER WORKS. I THINK THE 

-- WE'D HAVE TO DISCUSS THAT WITH THE COMMUNICATIONS 

FOLKS. YOU CAN CALL 311. OBVIOUSLY IF IT'S A MAJOR 

TRAFFIC DELAY, THERE'S AN OBSTRUCTION IMMEDIATELY 

ON THE FREEWAY, I WOULD JUST AS SOON THEY CALL 911.  

McCracken: SO CALL 911.  

THE NAKT IS REGARD -- THE FACT IS REGARDLESS OF WHICH 

NUMBER THEY CALL, WE HAVE PUT IN PLACE A PROTOCOL 

THAT MAKES ANY DELAY OR ANY TRAFFIC INCIDENT DURING 

THE RUSH HOURS A HIGH PRIORITY. IN THE PAST A MINOR 

FENDER BENDER WOULD NOT RISE TO A LEVEL OF A 

PRIORITY ONE, BUT NOW RECOGNIZING THE FACT THAT THE 

SECONDARY ACCIDENT AND PEOPLE'S SAFETY COULD BE 

COMPROMISED, THOSE MINOR FENDER BENDERS, 

ESPECIALLY DURING RUSH HOUR, WILL BE MOVED UP IN 

PRIORITY.  

McCracken: I KNOW WE'LL BE VOTING ON THE ACTUAL ITEMS 

LATER THIS EVENING, BUT I JUST WANT TO SAY THAT AS 

WE'VE GONE THROUGH THIS OVER THE LAST SIX, NINE 

MONTHS WORKING TOGETHER, AND WE'VE LOOKED AT 

WHAT'S GONE ON AROUND THE COUNTRY, I BELIEVE WHAT 

YOU ALL HAVE ESTABLISHED IS THE FINEST RUSH HOUR 

RESPONSE SYSTEM IN THE COUNTRY. IT'S THE ONLY ONE I'M 

AWARE OF USING OUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTERS. 

WE HAVE THE NATION'S BEST EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

CENTER AND WE'RE USING IT TO MAKE RUSH HOUR BETTER. 

THE AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT IS DOING AN 

OUTSTANDING JOB OF MAKING THIS THE THIRD SAFEST CITY 

IN THE COUNTRY, AND NOW RUDY AND ASSISTANT CITY 

MANAGER GARZA AND CHIEF CARTER, I'M REAL I IMPRESSED 

AND APPRECIATE THE OUTSTANDING JOB YOU'RE DOING TO 

CREATE A NATIONAL MODEL PROGRAM TO CREATE OUR 

HIGHWAYS AND RUSH HOUR AND MAKE IT SAFER FROM 



ACCIDENTS AND HELP PEOPLE GET HOME FASTER. THANKS 

A LOT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. MAYOR PRO 

TEM?  

Thomas: YEAH, SEVERAL QUESTIONS. NOT SEVERAL, BUT 

OPPOSED TO THE RUSH HOUR THAT WE ARE IMPLEMENTING 

NOW, WHAT DID WE HAVE IN PLACE? WHAT'S THE 

DIFFERENCE IN THE EMERGENCY PROGRAM WE HAD 

BEFORE THIS WAS BEING IMPLEMENTED. SECOND OF ALL, 

SECOND QUESTION IS ON YOUR FEE SCHEDULE 

COMPARISON. AND I HEARD CHIEF CARTER SAY IN WORKING 

WITH THE TOWING ASSOCIATION, HAVE Y'ALL AGREED ON 

ALL THESE INCREASES? I LOOK AT THE COST OF FUEL AND 

INSURANCE AND ALL THAT, SO DID Y'ALL AGREE WITH 

EVERYTHING OR ARE WE GOING TO GO THROUGH THAT 

LATER ON OR ARE WE GOING THROUGH THIS AT THIS TIME? 

YOU DIDN'T CONTINUE ON YOUR FEE SCHEDULE.  

THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PROPOSED 

PROGRAM AND THE CURRENT PROGRAM AS FAR AS THE 

RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE PROGRAM, IS THAT THE 

CURRENT PROGRAM IS ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS. WHILE WE 

HAVE PROBABLY OVER 50 COMPANIES THAT PARTICIPATE IN 

THE ROTATION OF THIS, WE HAVE LESS THAN 20 THAT 

PARTICIPATE IN THE RUSH HOUR PROGRAM. AND THE 

CURRENT ORDINANCE AND CURRENT RULES DO NOT 

PROVIDE THE CITY ANY KIND OF RECOURSE TO REQUIRE 

PARTICIPATION. SO THE BIGGEST CHANGE IS REQUIRING 

ANYONE WHO PARTICIPATES IN THE RUSH HOUR -- IN THE 

ROTATION PROGRAM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RUSH HOUR 

PROGRAM. THAT'S PROBABLY THE SINGLE BIGGEST 

CHANGE. IN ADDITION TO THAT, THIS PROGRAM 

INCORPORATES THE ADDITION OF A TEAM, ACTUALLY TWO 

TEAMS THAT WOULD BE LOCATED AT THE COMMUNICATION 

CENTER, WILL BE MONITORING ALL ROADWAY CAMERAS AND 

A TEAM THAT WILL BE DEPLOYED ON THE HIGHWAYS THAT 

WILL HAVE DIRECT ACCESS TO THE COMMUNICATION 

OFFICE AND WE'LL BE ABLE TO QUICKLY RESPOND TO ANY 

CALLS FOR SERVICE. THOSE ARE PROBABLY THE TWO 

BIGGEST ELEMENTS AS FAR AS DIFFERENCES. ON THE FEE 

SCHEDULES, IN FACT, THE FEE SCHEDULES FOR THE FIRST 



TWO, THE 130-DOLLAR PROPOSED FEE AND THE 400-DOLLAR 

PROPOSED FEE IN FACT CAME DIRECTLY AS A PROPOSAL 

FROM THE TOWING ASSOCIATION. ASSOCIATION. THE FEE 

OF $600 IS OUR PROPOSED FEE. THE PROPOSED FEE FROM 

THE ASSOCIATION WAS $1,200, BUT AS YOU CAN SEE WHEN 

WE COMPARED IT TO OTHER CITIES, THOSE FEES FOR 

DALLAS IS $350, EL PASO IS 350 $350, 40 40 WORTH IS A 

COMBINATION, BUT IT BALANCES OUT TO APPROXIMATELY 

$400, AND SAN ANTONIO IS ACTUALLY A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO 

DETERMINE EXACTLY WHAT THEIR FEE WOULD BE. BUT 

BASED ON WHAT OTHER MAJOR CITIES ARE CHARGING, 

WHICH WERE IN THE 400-DOLLAR RANGE, WE BELIEVE THAT 

THE REQUEST OF $1,200 WAS BEYOND SOMETHING WE 

COULD SUPPORT, BUT WE DID SUPPORT A FEE OF $600, 

WHICH WOULD BE AN INCREASE OF $200, A LITTLE OVER 

$200 FROM WHAT THEY'RE CURRENTLY COLLECTING FOR 

THOSE TYPES OF TOWS.  

Thomas: IN COMPARISON OF THOSE CITIES, I THINK WE'RE 

MORE UNIQUE BECAUSE WE HAVE I-35, AND SO IN 

COMPARISON OF THE CITIES THAT YOU DID COME BACK 

WITH DALLAS AND FORT WORTH, AND THIS INFORMATION 

THAT YOU'RE RECEIVING, IS IT IN ANY PARTICULAR AREA IN 

THOSE CITIES THAT THEY'RE HAVING THE PROBLEMS THAT 

WE'RE HAVING OR IS IT JUST ALL OVER THE CITY OF DALLAS 

AND EL PASO?  

THE FEES THAT WE OBTAINED FROM THE OTHER CITIES ARE 

BASICALLY THEIR STANDARD CITYWIDE FEES. WE'RE NOT 

AWARE OF ANY SPECIFIC PROGRAMS OTHER THAN THE CITY 

OF HOUSTON THAT HAS ANY OFFICIAL STRUCTURED 

PROGRAM AS WE'RE PROPOSING.  

Thomas: I THOUGHT THAT THE TOWING COMPANIES CAME TO 

AN AGREEMENT -- YOU DID SAY 600, BUT I THOUGHT THEY 

WERE -- FROM 1200 DOWN TO 800. WASN'T THAT WHAT THEY 

TALKED ABOUT?  

ACTUALLY, I'LL TURN IT OVER TO THE CITY ATTORNEY, WHO 

ACTUALLY WORKED CLOSELY WITH THE ASSOCIATION.  

DAVID DOUGLAS WITH THE LAW DEPARTMENT. THE INITIAL 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE TOWING ASSOCIATION 



LEADERSHIP WAS FOR $1,200. PER HOUR PER TRUCK FOR 

THOSE HEAVY DUTY TRUCKS. AND THE CITY STAFF 

REVIEWED THESE OTHER FEES FROM OTHER CITIES, AND 

BASED ON THAT AND OUR CURRENT FEES FELT THAT $600 

FOR THE LARGEST TRUCKS WAS APPROPRIATE. IN THE LAST 

WEEK STINS THIS WAS -- SINCE THIS WAS INITIALLY ON THE 

COUNCIL'S AGENDA, WE DID RECEIVE A LETTER FROM THE 

ATTORNEY REPRESENTING THE TOWING ASSOCIATION THAT 

SLIGHTLY CHANGED SOME OF THESE FEES, RAISING THEM. 

AND I THINK THAT 600 MAY HAVE BEEN RAISED 8 800 AND 

THE MOST RECENT RECOMMENDATION, WE DID NOT FEEL 

THAT THAT WAS APPROPRIATE TO RAISE AT THIS TIME. THEY 

RECOMMENDED SOME OTHER FEES AS WELL, INCREASES 

THAT STAFF DID NOT FEEL WERE APPROPRIATE TO GO WITH, 

BUT THESE WERE BASED ON THE SURVEY OF OTHER CITIES.  

Thomas: I APPRECIATE WHAT STAFF IN PRESENTING THOSE 

FEES. I'M SURE THAT -- I GUESS I CAN ASK SOMEBODY FROM 

THE TOWING COMPANY, COULD JUSTIFY WHY THEY NEEDED 

TO INCREASE IT FROM 600 TO 800. AND THERE ARE SOME 

OTHER FEES THAT THEY DID GO UP. SO IF I COULD GET 

SOMEONE FROM THE TOWING COMPANY TO ANSWER THAT 

QUESTION. I JUST FEEL -- I RESPECT STAFF. YOU DID AN 

EXCELLENT JOB. I'D JUST LIKE TO HEAR THE OTHER SIDE TO 

SEE WHY THEY WANTED TO...  

COUNCIL, BILLY DAVENPORT, LAKESIDE TOWING, AND A 

MEMBER OF THE TOWING BOARD. THE COST OF EQUIPMENT 

TO DO THE LARGE TRUCKS, TRUCKS THAT HAVE BEEN 

BOUGHT IN THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS COST OVER 

$300,000. THE NUMBER OF TIMES THOSE TRUCKS ARE USED, 

THE MANPOWER AND THE TRAINING THAT WE HAVE TO PUT 

OUR PEOPLE THROUGH, THE CURRENT $393 THAT WE ARE 

CHARGING NOW DOESN'T REALLY -- WE HAVE GOT TO PAD 

THE BILL TO COME UP WITH A RETURN. MOST TRUCK 

ACCIDENTS ON I-35 WILL BE OVER $2,000 BY THE TIME, AND 

WE'RE STILL LESS THAN MOST OF -- YOU KNOW, MOST OF 

THE LARGER TOWNS. THIS IS JUST A BASE RATE. THE COST 

OF EQUIPMENT AND THE PEOPLE THAT WE HAVE TO PUT IN 

CHARGE OF THE TRUCKS THAT CHARGE THAT, WE CAN'T DO 

IT ON THE CHEAP. I MEAN, WE HAVE AN ENVIRONMENTAL 

RESPONSE, WE HAVE TO -- WE HAVE TO BE THERE FOR, YOU 

KNOW, HOURS. AND THIS COST ISN'T PER HOUR, PER TRUCK. 



THIS COST IS FOR THE TRUCK TO COME AND PICK UP THE 

WRECK, PLUS THE ADDED WINCHING, IF WE HAVE TO HIRE 

DUMP TRUCKS AND ALL OF THAT. BUT THE TIMES WHEN WE 

COULD GO OUT THERE WITH A 25,000-DOLLAR TRUCK ARE 

OVER. WE CANNOT CLEAR THE ROADWAY IN A QUICK TIME. 

WE HAVE TO HAVE THE MODERN TRUCKS AND PEOPLE THAT 

KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON. ANY OTHER QUESTIONS, SIR?  

WELL, I WAS TALKING ABOUT THE VEHICLES AND EXCEEDING 

26,000 --  

26,000 26,000 POUNDS.  

Thomas: YEAH, IT WAS 12,000.  

WE ASKED -- WE STARTED OUT AT 12 AND THEN THE 

ASSOCIATION AFTER CHANGING SOME OF THE NUMBERS 

THOUGHT THAT 8 WOULD BE A COMPROMISE.  

Thomas: SO WHAT YOU WERE JUST EXPLAINING ABOUT THE 

COST AND EVERYTHING, THAT GOES FOR THAT PARTICULAR 

POUND VEHICLE, FOR THE SAME THING?  

YES, SIR. IT GOES TO THE COST OF THE EQUIPMENT THAT IS 

NECESSARY TO CLEAR THE ROADWAY IN A QUICK MANNER. 

WE CAN DO IT WITH THE OLD TRUCKS IF YOU HAVE THREE 

OR FOUR HOURS.  

Thomas: OKAY. THOSE VEHICLES THAT EXCEED 26,000 

POUNDS ARE THE COMPANY TRUCKS.  

THE TRUCKS THAT EXCEED 26,000 POUNDS ARE THE 

TRACTOR-TRAILER TRUCKS, YOUR GASOLINE TRUCKS, 

NATURAL GAS, PEOPLE THAT ARE HAULING BOXED GOODS 

UP AND DOWN THE ROADWAY. MOST OF THOSE WILL WEIGH 

72 TO 80,000 POUNDS.  

Thomas: ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU, MR. DAVENPORT.  

Mayor Wynn: AGAIN, COUNCIL, AS COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN POINTED OUT, WE DO HAVE A NUMBER OF 

FOLKS SIGNED UP AND WE'RE GOING TO SORT OF HAVE A 

FULL DISCUSSION ON THE ACTION ITEMS HERE LATER THIS 



AFTERNOON OR EVENING, BUT WE APPRECIATE THE 

TESTIMONY FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE. COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: THIS WILL BE QUICK. THESE FEES HERE, 130, 400, 

$600, WHAT'S THAT FOR? IS THAT AN HOURLY RATE OR 

WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS? I NOTICED ON THE COMPARISONS 

YOU SAID WHAT IT WAS FOR. MAYBE I MISSED IT.  

MY UNDERSTANDING THOSE ARE JUST BASICALLY THE BASE 

FEE FOR RESPONSE. ANY TIME THEY SHOW UP TO TOW A 

VEHICLE, THAT WILL BE THEIR BASE FEE TO COLLECT FOR 

NON-CONSENT TOWS. THE CONSENT FOR PRIVATE LOTS OR 

IF SOMEBODY CALLS FROM THEIR HOME TO VOLUNTARILY 

TOW THEIR CAR SOMEWHERE, THAT IS A FEE THAT WE DO 

NOT REGULATE. THESE ARE ONLY THOSE NON-CONSENT 

TOWS. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS] ANOTHER TYPE OF NON-CONSENT TOW 

WOULD BE ONE FROM -- FROM A PRIVATE PARKING FACILITY, 

SUCH AS -- SUCH AS JUST A PARKING LOT. IF SOMEONE IS 

PARKED IMPROPERLY, THEY ARE IN VIOLATION OF THE 

SIGNAGE AND THE LAW, THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY CAN 

HAVE THAT VEHICLE TOWED AWAY, THE APPROPRIATE FEE 

IS SET HERE AS A NON-CONSENT FEE. THE DIFFERENCE IN 

OUR RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE AND THIS IS THAT THE 

WAY THIS PROGRAM IS SET UP, THE COMPANIES WHO ARE 

PARTICIPATING IN THE RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE WILL -- 

WILL JUST REMOVE THE VEHICLE FROM THE ROADWAY 

WITHOUT CHARGE TO THE SAFE PLACE NEARBY AND THEN 

AFTER THAT IT BECOMES A CONSENT TOW.  

SO THIS FEE SCHEDULE DOESN'T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO 

WITH RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE?  

EXCEPT FOR THE SITUATION, NOW THAT'S TYPICALLY LIKE A 

DISABLED VEHICLE. WHERE IT'S MOVED OFF AND -- NOW, IF 

THE POLICE COME OUT DURING RUSH HOUR RAPID 

RESPONSE, BECAUSE OF A WRECK, AND HAVE TO WORK THE 

WRECK, AND THE VEHICLE -- THE VEHICLE GOES STRAIGHT 

FROM -- FROM THE WRECK SCENE TO A VEHICLE STORAGE 

FACILITY OR REPAIR SHOP, THAT IS A NON-CONSENT FEE, 

REGULATED BY THE CITY, THIS IS THE FEE THAT WILL BE 



CHARGED.  

OKAY. SO -- SO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT -- [INDISCERNIBLE] 

THE REPAIR SHOP? WHAT I'M TRYING TO GET AT YOU SAY I 

WANT A REPAIR SHOP THAT'S 20 MILES AWAY, HOW IS THAT 

FEE SET?  

THE -- I DON'T BELIEVE THE -- I DON'T BELIEVE THE TOW 

COMPANY WOULD BE OBLIGATED TO TAKE IT 20 MILES 

AWAY. THEY WOULD BE EITHER TO A VEHICLE STORAGE 

FACILITY WITH WHICH THEY ARE ASSOCIATED WITH IS 

GOING TO EITHER BE IN THE CITY OR WITHIN A MILE OF THE 

CITY. THE FEE -- GO AHEAD.  

AGAIN. THAT FEE IS SOMETHING THAT WE DO NOT 

REGULATE. SO THAT FEE WOULD BE SET BY THE INDIVIDUAL 

COMPANY. THE TOW COMPANY DECIDES, THEY DETERMINE 

WHETHER IN FACT 20 MILES OR WHATEVER DISTANCE THEY 

WANT TO TRANSPORT A VEHICLE, THAT WOULD BE AN 

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS DECISION THAT THEY MAKE. WE 

WOULD NOT HAVE ANY ROLE IN DETERMINING THAT FEE. >>  

Leffingwell: OKAY. I'M NOT SURE THAT I COMPLETELY 

UNDERSTAND. I DON'T WANT TO DELAY IT ANY FURTHER, 

THE RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE IS WHAT WE ARE 

TALKING ABOUT HERE NOW, THE TOLL FREE OF THE FREE 

THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY IS NO CHARGE.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Leffingwell: THEN FROM THAT POINT ONWARD IT'S A 

NEGOTIATED FEE BETWEEN THE TOW TRUCK OPERATOR OR 

VEHICLE OR DRIVER.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Futrell: ACTUALLY, I DO THINK THAT'S IMPORTANT TO GET 

CLARIFIED. I THINK PEOPLE GET CONFUSED ABOUT THE 

CONSENT TOW AND A NON-CONSENT TOW. YOU ACTUALLY 

JUST DESCRIBED IT. SO THERE'S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

WHEN I'M STALLED AND I HAVE CALLED FOR A WRECKER, A 

WRECKER COMES AND TAKES ME TO THE REPAIR SHOP OF 

MY CHOICE AND THE NON-CONSENT TOW, AN ACCIDENT OR 



A LEGAL VIOLATION AND A TOW OCCURS, AND THE 

PROGRAM THAT RUDY AND OUR CREW HAS BEEN 

DESCRIBING TO YOU GOES ONE STEP AND THAT JUST 

REMOVES A DISABLED VEHICLE OFF THE HIGHWAY TO HELP 

WITH INCIDENT MANAGEMENT.  

ANOTHER PART OF THIS PROGRAM IS THAT IT IS VOLUNTARY 

FOR THE TOWING COMPANIES, THAT IS TO BE PART OF THE 

RAPID RESPONSE PROGRAM TALKING ABOUT NOW, TOTALLY 

VOLUNTARY ON THE PART OF THE TOWING COMPANIES.  

THE CURRENT PROGRAM IS. OUR PROPOSED PROGRAM 

WOULD NOT BE VOLUNTARY.  

SPEAK TO THAT, THAT'S AN IMPORTANT PIECE OF THIS. 

ABOUT GETTING ENOUGH OF THE TOWING COMPANIES TO 

MAKE THE INCIDENT PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL, IS THAT 

CORRECT.  

THAT'S CORRECT. IT DEFINITELY PROVIDES US THE TOOLS 

THAT WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT RAPID RESPONSE 

PROGRAM WILL IN FACT WORK, HAVE ENOUGH COVERAGE 

AND IT ACTUALLY DOES A COUPLE OF THINGS. ONE THING IS 

THAT THE CURRENT TOW COMPANIES THAT HAVE, 

CONTINUE TO PARTNER WITH THE CITY ARE IN MOST CASES 

HAVING TO PARTICIPATE AT A MINIMUM OF TWICE A WEEK 

TO -- TO HELP WITH THE VOLUNTARY PROGRAM. UNDER OUR 

PROPOSED PROGRAM, WE BELIEVE THAT AT MOST IT WOULD 

BE ABOUT ONCE EVERY WEEK AND A HALF TO MAYBE EVEN 

ONCE EVERY TWO WEEKS. SO IN FACT IT WOULD REDUCE 

THE BURDEN FOR THOSE COMPANIES THAT CONTINUE TO 

PARTNER WITH US. THE RULES THAT WE ARE PROPOSING 

ALSO ALLOW THE SMALLER COMPANIES, COMPANIES THAT 

OWN FOUR TRUCKS OR LESS, THE OPTION TO -- TO PASS ON 

THEIR TURN OF WHEN -- OF WHEN IT'S THEIR TURN TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE RUSH HOUR RESPONSE PROGRAM. 

AGAIN, THAT -- THAT WAS A -- IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 

FEEDBACK THAT WE RECEIVED FROM THE VARIOUS TOW 

COMPANIES THAT FOR THE SMALLER COMPANIES, IT COULD 

BE AN ADDITIONAL BURDEN, SO THAT -- I'M GOING TO TURN 

IT OVER TO MAKE SURE THAT I HAVE GOT THAT RIGHT. BUT I 

BELIEVE FOUR TRUCKS OR LESS IN YOUR COMPANY, AS 

LONG AS WE GET ENOUGH NOTICE, THEY ARE ABLE TO PASS 



WHEN IT'S THEIR TURN. CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? AGAIN WE 

WILL TAKE UP THE ACTION ITEMS AND HAVE A LOT OF 

TESTIMONY ABOUT THOSE HERE LATER THIS AFTERNOON 

OR EARLY EVENING. THANK YOU, MR. GARZA, CARTER. 

COUNCIL, THAT TAKE US TO OUR BRIEFING, ITEM NO. 42, 

WHICH IS A BRIEFING ON THE ISSUES SURROUNDING THE 

RECENT STORM EVENTS AND RELATED POWER OUTAGES. 

WE HAVE A PRETTY SUBSTANTIAL PRESENTATION I BELIEVE 

FROM AUSTIN ENERGY OFFICIALS AND THE CITY MANAGER'S 

OFFICE. I WILL SAY A NUMBER OF US, OF COURSE, WERE 

ASKING FOR THIS REPORT. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO -- YOU KNOW, 

TO TALK ABOUT, YOU KNOW, THE DAMAGE AND THE 

CHALLENGE THAT OUR PROFESSIONALS HAD TECHNICALLY 

OUT IN THE FIELD WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT THINGS LIKE 

CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES, THE HEIGHT AND TYPE OF 

POLES, THE HEIGHT OF THE WIRES, OBVIOUSLY OUR TREE 

TRIMMING POLICY, THE SEPARATE ISSUE COMING FORWARD 

THROUGH THE CITY SUBCOMMITTEE. WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO 

ACCOMPLISH TODAY IS TO UNDERSTAND THE SCALE AND 

SCOPE OF THE DAMAGE, BUT SPECIFICALLY TALK ABOUT 

THE INFORMATION FLOW. THAT IS HOW, YOU KNOW, WE 

ATTEMPTED TO, DIDN'T ATTEMPT TO, HOW WAS THE SORT 

OF THE RESPONSE COMMUNICATED TO SO MANY FOLKS 

AFFECTED. I KNOW THERE'S A STRONG DESIRE TO TALK 

ABOUT THE TREE TRIMMING ASPECT OF THIS, WHICH IS 

PART OF THIS BUT THE FACT THAT WE HAVE THE TREE 

TRIMMING TASK FORCE THAT HAS BEEN WORKING FOR 

WEEKS, A COUPLE OF MONTHS, THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT 

FILED, I BELIEVE NOW TO THE LAND USE AND 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, SORT OF A MIERNLT OR 

DISSENTING -- MINORITY OR DISSENTING SERIES OF 

REPORTS. THEY ARE GOING TO TAKE UP THAT VERY 

IMPORTANT POLICY DISCUSSION. AGAIN WITH THIS BRIEFING 

I WOULD LIKE US TO TRY TO FOCUS ON JUST, YOU KNOW, 

UNDERSTANDING THE CHALLENGE OUT IN THE FIELD, BUT 

THEN FIGURE OUT HOW TO -- HOW TO UNDERSTAND WHAT 

THE COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES WERE, THE SUCCESSES 

AND THE FAILURES OF HAVING AS MANY PEOPLE 

UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS HAPPENING AS POSSIBLE. SO 

WITH THAT, I WILL -- I WILL RECOGNIZE MAYOR PRO TEM, 



FIRST.  

Thomas: JUST ONE QUESTION. I GUESS THERE'S A LOT OF 

PEOPLE LEFT. WHEN ARE WE GOING TO ADDRESS, MAYOR, 

THAT -- THAT ITEM, I GUESS IT'S 41? 32? WHEN ARE YOU 

GOING TO HAVE THAT PUBLIC? BECAUSE EVERYBODY -- 

6:00? OR IS IT AFTER THIS ONE OR WHAT?  

WELL, WE HAVE TWO ACTION ITEMS RELATED TO RAPID 

RESPONSE. ITEM 8 IS THE ACTUAL TOWING ORDINANCE AND 

32 IS THE ITEM DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER ON THE 

RAPID RESPONSE PROGRAM. YOU KNOW, WITH -- WITH 

SUPPORT AND COORDINATION OF THE COUNCIL, WE WILL 

JUST FIGURE OUT FRANKLY WHEN THAT TIME BEST WORKS 

FOR EVERYBODY. WE HAD AS MANY AS 25, 30 PEOPLE 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, THEY CLEARLY WEREN'T ALL 

HERE THIS AFTERNOON THAT REPRESENT AN HOUR, HOUR 

AND A HALF TESTIMONY SHOULD THEY ALL WANT TO 

TESTIFY. SO WE WILL JUST FRANKLY MY SUGGESTION WILL 

BE WE WILL TRY TO FIGURE OUT WHEN BEST TO WORK THAT 

IN, BASED ON A COUPLE OF CONTENTION ZONING CASES I 

THINK WE HAVE, ONE LENGTHY PUBLIC HEARING AFTER 6:00 

P.M. MY HOPE IS THAT -- THAT YOU KNOW PROBABLY AFTER 

ZONING BUT BEFORE WE START OUR EVENING PUBLIC 

HEARINGS SESSIONS.  

OKAY. OKAY LAST TIME WE DID THAT THEY STAYED UNTIL 

LATE IN THE EVENING. I THOUGHT MAYBE WE WERE GOING 

TO TAKE CARE OF THAT BEFORE THIS BRIEFING BECAUSE 

THIS IS A STAFF BRIEFING, RIGHT?  

Mayor Wynn: THIS IS STAFF BRIEFING, YES. LOOKING AT WHO 

SIGNED UP TO SPEAK ON OUR TWO ACTION ITEMS, THEY 

CLEARLY WEREN'T ALL HERE. SO I WOULD LIKE FOR US TO 

TAKE IT UP AFTER OUR ZONING, BUT BEFORE -- BEFORE THE 

LATE NIGHT PUBLIC HEARINGS.  

THANK YOU.  

I WILL GET MY STAFF TO LET -- A LOT OF THOSE PEOPLE 

DIDN'T KNOW -- I WILL LET THEM KNOW. THANK YOU.  



THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY, BACK TO THE -- TO THE POWER OUTAGE 

ISSUES.  

Futrell: WHAT WE ARE GOING TO BE DOING TODAY IS GIVING 

YOU REALLY AN OVERVIEW OF WHAT WE CALL AN AFTER 

ACTION REPORT, WHICH IS WHAT WE GO THROUGH AFTER 

ANY MAJOR INCIDENT IN THE COMMUNITY. THIS WAS A VERY 

UNUSUAL -- IT WAS ACTUALLY A SERIES OF EVENTS, NOT A 

SINGLE EVENT. BETWEEN THURSDAY, MAY 4th AND SUNDAY, 

MAY 7th, WE HAD FOUR SEPARATE DISPERSED STORMS 

THROUGH THE COMMUNITY. WIND RANGED BETWEEN 20 

AND 70 MILES PER HOUR, EQUIVALENT TO A CATEGORY 1 

HURRICANE FORCE WIND, FIVE INCHES OF RAINFALL 

DROPPED ON TO THE CITY DURING THOSE FOUR DAYS. AT 

THE HEIGHT OF THE POWER OUTAGE, WE HAD ABOUT 52,000 

CUSTOMERS WITHOUT POWER. AND AT THE END OF THE 

SERIES OF EVENTS, WE HAD RESPONDED TO WELL OVER 

2,000, ABOUT 2300 DIFFERENT FAILURE POINTS IN THE 

ELECTRIC GRID. SO IT WAS UNUSUAL IN MANY WAYS, THE 

ROLLING SEPARATE NUMBER OF STORMS, THE AMOUNT OF 

RAIN, THE INCREDIBLE DIVERSE AND DIFFERENT FAILURE 

POINTS ALL ACROSS THE GRID. AND OF COURSE THE SHEER 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO WERE WITHOUT POWER. RUDE 

KEY IS GOING TO WALK YOU THROUGH AN OUTLINE 

REGARDING TIME LINE, KEY QUESTIONS ON METHODOLOGY, 

RESTORATION, METHODOLOGY LOOKS LIKE ON A SERIES OF 

OTHER QUESTIONS, WE WILL ALSO WALK THROUGH TWO 

AREAS, ONE WHERE I THINK OUR -- WE DESERVE 

COMMENDATION FOR THE RESPONSE. AND AN AREA WHERE 

-- WHERE A SERIES OF AREAS WHERE I THINK WE HAVE 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT. YOU WILL FIND FOUR KEY 

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT CAME OUT OF OUR -- OUR AFTER 

ACTION REPORT. BEFORE I TURN IT OVER TO RUDY, 

THOUGH, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT ONE PLACE THAT WE 

HAD AN ABSOLUTE STELLAR AND SOLID RESPONSE WAS 

OUR OPERATIONAL RESPONSE ON THE GROUND. I THINK 

THIS COMMUNITY AND MANY OF THE CALLS I GOT, EVEN 

CALLS WHO WERE ANGRY ABOUT THEIR POWER BEING OUT, 

RECOGNIZED AND COMMENDED OUR EMPLOYEES, OUR 

TECHNICAL, OPERATIONAL EMPLOYEES ON THE GROUND, 

FROM PUBLIC WORKS TO PARKS TO -- TO OBVIOUSLY OUR 



PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENTS, TO SOLID WASTE SERVICES 

AND MOST PARTICULARLY AUSTIN ENERGY. THESE GUYS, 

THESE MEN AND WOMEN, THEY WORKED 24/7, THEY 

WORKED IN VERY DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES, DURING 

THE STORM AND A DIFFICULT, COMPLICATED JOB, THEY 

WORKED FOR FIVE DAYS STRAIGHT. I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE 

THEM MY -- MY THANKS AND I THINK THE COMMUNITY 

RECOGNIZED THE INCREDIBLE RESPONSE THAT WE HAD 

FROM THOSE EMPLOYEES. WITH THAT, RUDY?  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL --  

RUDY GARZA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER. SAME GUY FROM 

A WHILE AGO.  

WE ARE JUST WEARING YOU OUT HERE.  

I'M GOING TO GO THROUGH THIS VERY QUICKLY. YOU HAVE 

BEFORE YOU THE ACTUAL PRESENTATION, THE AFTER 

ACTION REPORT. WE HAVE COPIES HERE FOR MEMBERS OF 

THE AUDIENCE WHO WOULD LIKE TO GET A COPY. WE WILL 

BE POSTING THIS ON THE WEB, IF ANYBODY WANTS A 

COMPANY, THEY CAN CONTACT OUR OFFICE AND WE WILL 

BE GLAD TO PROVIDE THEM THAT. WINDS FROM A 

CATEGORY 1 HURRICANE -- THIS IS A LOT OF DETAIL, I'M 

GOING TO TRY TO GO THROUGH THIS VERY QUICKLY. THE 

FACT IS LATE IN THE AFTERNOON WE BEGAN TO SEE 

STORMS DEVELOP ACTUALLY WEST-NORTHWEST OF THE 

CITY, WE WERE IN SOME -- SOME OF THE TARGET AREAS. 

FOR THE MOST PART AT THAT TIME IT APPEARED THAT 

THINGS WOULD BE NORTH OF THE CITY. SHORTLY AFTER 

THAT, AUSTIN ENERGY VERY QUICKLY BEGAN TO MONITOR 

THE WEATHER. AT 6:00 THE OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT AND OUR FLOOD EARLY MORNING SYSTEM 

STAFF ALSO BEGAN TO MONITOR THE WEATHER. AT 8:30, 

THROUGH THE ENERGY CONTROL CENTER, AUSTIN ENERGY 

CONTACTED THE WEATHER SERVICE THAT THEY WORK WITH 

DIRECTLY TO GET INFORMATION ON WHERE WE WERE WITH 

THE STORM. AT THAT TIME, AT 8:30, THEY WERE TOLD THAT 

WE WERE TWO TO THREE HOURS AWAY FROM ACTUALLY 

BEING IMPACTED. HOWEVER, IN SPITE OF THAT, AUSTIN 

ENERGY TOOK A PRACTICE STEP AND BEGAN TO 

COORDINATE THEIR CREWS AT THE SERVICE CENTERS 



READY FOR DEPLOYMENT IF IN FACT WE WERE HIT. 

SHORTLY AFTER THAT WE BEGAN A PREACTIVATION OF OUR 

EMERGENCY OPERATION CENTER, AT THAT TIME IT WAS 

OUR OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STAFF AND OUR 

FLOOD EARLY WARNING SYSTEM STAFF WHERE THEY ARE 

ALSO MONITORING THE WEATHER. UNFORTUNATELY FOR US 

WE BELIEVED IT WAS TWO OR THREE HOURS AWAY. IT IN 

FACT TURNED OUT TO BE AN HOUR AWAY WHERE THE 

STORMS QUICKLY SHIFTED AND IF ANYBODY WAS WATCHING 

THE WEATHER FORECAST, I THINK YOU SAW THAT 

IMMEDIATE DIP, I NEED TO STOP? WE NEED TO KIND OF GO 

ON?  

EXCUSE ME, WE JUST LOST OUR QUORUM. WE WILL TAKE A 

QUICK BREAK. WHILE -- WHILE MS. --  

Futrell: DRAMATIC MOMENT TO QUIT. THE STORM HAD DIPPED 

AND WE WILL PAUSE [LAUGHTER]  

PART 1.  

Futrell: YOU KNOW HOW TO PLAY THE DRAMA, RUDY.  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE A QUORUM. OKAY. THANK YOU, IN 

GARZA.  

AT 9:30 WE BEGAN TO FEEL THE SEVERE IMPACTS OF A 

VERY, VERY STRONG STORM MOVING INTO THE AREA. 

SHORTLY AND IN FACT SIMULTANEOUSLY AS -- AS THE 

STORM WAS COMING INTO THE AREA, OUR PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT QUICKLY MOBILIZED 8 CREWS FROM STREET 

AND BRIDGE READY TO -- TO REMOVE TREES AND DEBRIS 

FROM THE ROADWAY TO KEEP OUR CITIZENS SAFE. AND 

AGAIN VERY QUICK, VERY STRONG STORM. IN LESS THAN -- 

LESS THAN AN HOUR OF THE STORM BEING IN THE AREA, WE 

IMMEDIATELY FELT THE IMPACT WITH 52,000 -- 

APPROXIMATELY 52,000 CUSTOMERS LOSING POWER AGAIN 

WITHIN AN HOUR OF THE STORM. MANY OF THOSE DUE TO 

FEEDER BREAKER LOCKS, BUT ALSO MEAN DUE TO 

INFRASTRUCTURE DAMAGE, DOWNED WIRES, BROKEN 

POLES, TRANSFORMERS THAT BLEW OUT.  

Mayor Wynn: I'M SORRY TO INTERRUPT. I WILL TRY MY BEST 



NOT TO DO THIS TOO MUCH DURING THE PRESENTATION.  

WITHIN AN HOUR WE KNEW THERE WERE 52,000 

CUSTOMERS WITHOUT POWER? HOW DO WE KNOW THAT? 

BY FOLKS CALLING IN OR TECHNICALLY HAVING A GRID 

ANALYSIS, SEEING WHAT, YOU KNOW, WHAT CIRCUITS ARE 

DOWN, HOW DOES THAT WORK, EXACTLY.  

I'M JUAN GARZA, GENERAL MARCHING, AUSTIN ENERGY. WE 

HAVE AN ESTIMATE BASED ON THE CIRCUITS THAT ARE OUT. 

WE KNOW APPROXIMATELY THE NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS 

WE HAVE. SO WE KNEW THE ONES THAT WE WERE -- WE 

WERE ADVISED OF THE ONES THAT WERE OUT SO YOU CAN 

DO A QUICK ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 

AFFECTED.  

INDIVIDUAL HOUSE AS OPPOSED TO A CIRCUIT OR A SWATH 

OF TOWN. SAY A TREE FALLS ON THE TRANSFORMER THAT 

NEEDS A SINGLE PROPERTY OR A COUPLE OF PROPERTIES, 

ARE WE EVEN AWARE OF THAT FOR SOME PERIOD OF TIME.  

THE --  

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT POINT. I DON'T THINK IT'S A BAD 

PLACE TO PAUSE, BECAUSE IT PLAYS INTO SOME DECISIONS 

THAT HAPPEN BECAUSE WE HAVE GONE BACK AND 

EVALUATED THE 23 FEEDER BREAKER LOCKOUTS, THOSE 

ARE KNOWN TO THE UTILITIES, THAT'S A MAJOR 

COMPONENT WHEN IT'S OUT WE KNOW X NUMBER OF 

CUSTOMERS ARE GOING TO BE OUT. SO THE INITIAL LOOK 

AT THIS, 23 OF THESE BEING OUT, WE HAD A GOOD SENSE 

OF HOW MANY PEOPLE WERE AFFECTED AND YOU CAN SEE 

IT'S A VERY LARGE NUMBER. BUT WE ALSO WERE THINKING 

THERE WOULD BE 23 FIXES AND THE BULK OF THESE 

PEOPLE WOULD BE BACK UP WITH POWER. THAT DID NOT 

TURN OUT TO BE THE CASE, WE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH A 

VARIETY OF REASONS WHY. THE INITIAL THINKING WE CAN 

GO AND MAKE 23 FIXES, BRING UP THE BULK OF THE 

COMMUNITY BACK ON TO POWER. THAT DID NOT HAPPEN. 

WE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: RIGHT, THANK YOU.  



THIRD, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THAT WE FORTUNATELY AUSTIN 

ENERGY HAD TAKEN THE STEPS TO MOBILIZE CREWS. BY 

10:00 WE HAD 17 RESTORATION CREWS ON THE FIELD 

BEGINNING TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES IN ADDITION TO 

THAT WE HAD TREE TRIMMING, CONTRACT TREE TRIMMING 

CREW, EIGHT CREWS OUT ON THE FIELD, ONE OF THE 

THINGS, ONE OF THE TOOLS THAT WE HAVE WITHIN AUSTIN 

ENERGY TO ADDRESS ONE OF THE THINGS THAT YOU 

TALKED ABOUT, MAYOR, WAS THE PATROLLERS, 

PATROLLERS WHO LITERALLY ARE DRIVING UP AND DOWN 

OUR AREAS TO -- TO RECORD AND MONITOR AND THEN CALL 

IN DAMAGED AREAS AND I SHOULD POINT OUT THESE 

CREWS WERE ACTUALLY JUST EXISTING CREWS THAT WERE 

JUST EXTENDING THEIR REGULAR SHIFT FROM THAT SAME 

DAY. AT THE SAME TIME, WE BEGAN TO CLOSE LOW WATER 

CROSSINGS, PUBLIC WORKS, WHICH ALSO WAS ALREADY IN 

PLACE BEGAN TO MOVE THE TREE AND DEBRIS FROM THE 

ROADWAYS. BY 10:30, AFTER OUR PREACTIVATION, WE 

FULLY ACTIVATED THE EMERGENCY ACTIVATION CENTER, 

WHICH INCLUDED OUR PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENTS, 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEPARTMENTS AND AGAIN BEING 

PREPARED TO ADDRESS ANY OF THE EMERGENCIES THAT 

MAY OCCUR. WE CLEARLY EXPERIENCED VERY, VERY HIGH 

CALL VOLUME WITHIN FIRE AND E.M.S. THE MAJORITY OF 

THOSE BEING FOR REPORTS OF DOWNED TREES AND 

WIRES, BUT AGAIN THE VERY HIGH CALL VOLUME FOR FIRE 

AND E.M.S. IN ADDITION TO THAT, ONCE WE BEGAN OUR 

FULL ACTIVATION. THE PARKS DEPARTMENT ALSO 

MOBILIZED AND DEPLOYED THEIR FORESTRY CREWS TO 

BEGIN TREE AND DEBRIS REMOVAL FROM THE ROADWAYS 

TO ASSIST PUBLIC WORKS AND ALSO FROM CITY FACILITIES. 

I BELIEVE LATER, I WILL POINT OUT, BUT ALSO NOW, ONE OF 

THOSE CITY FACILITIES WAS OUR GOLF COURSES WHERE 

WE LOST 300 TREES, THOSE ARE THE KIND OF THINGS THAT 

OUR FORESTRY DEPARTMENT WAS HAVING TO RESPOND TO 

IMMEDIATELY. IN ADDITION TO THAT, SO THAT WE COULD -- 

AUSTIN ENERGY IS PART OF THEIR -- THEIR NORMAL 

PROTOCOL, IS TO BEGIN TO VERY CAREFULLY 

[INDISCERNIBLE] OUT WHERE THE DAMAGE IS OCCURRING -- 

DID I LOSE YOU GUYS AGAIN? YOU ARE GOOD. THEY BEGIN 

PLOTTING OUT AND MAPPING WHERE THE DAMAGES ARE 

OCCURRING. AT THAT TIME WE CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE 



HEAVY RAIN AND WINDS UP FROM 30 TO 55 MILES PER HOUR. 

HERE YOU CAN JUST SEE SOME OF THE DAMAGE THAT WE 

WERE FACING THAT -- THE DAY AFTER, CLEARLY SOME 

SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE THAT WAS GOING ON. BY MIDNIGHT AT 

-- LIKE FRIDAY MORNING, ENDING THURSDAY NIGHT. ALL OF 

OUR CREWS WERE STILL OUT ON THE FIELD, PUBLIC SAFETY 

RESPONDERS CONTINUED TO GIVE YOU AN INDICATION OF -- 

OF THE HIGH CALL VOLUME, ON ANY GIVEN NIGHT, OUR FIRE 

DEPARTMENT MAINTAINS APPROXIMATELY 60 APPARATUS 

ON READY, READY TO RESPOND TO CALLS. THERE WAS A 

POINT, VERY LIMITED POINT IN TIME WHERE WE ACTUALLY 

WERE DONE TO LESS THAN 10. AGAIN VERY LIMITED TIME WE 

ENDED UP HAVING TO CALL TRAVIS COUNTY FOR STAND BY 

ASSISTANCE. FORTUNATELY WE WERE ABLE TO QUICKLY 

RECOVER. BUT THAT JUST INDICATES THE LEVEL OF -- OF 

DAMAGE THAT WAS GOING ON.  

WELL THE FACT RUDY I THINK IN YOUR TIME LINE THAT WE 

ALSO WERE -- HAD TWO SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURE FIRES 

THAT OCCURRED DURING THE SAME PERIOD OF TIME.  

CORRECT.  

AS YOU CAN SEE, COUNCIL, THIS CONTINUE, 24 HOUR 

OPERATION. AT 1:00 IN THE MORNING ON FRIDAY, OUR 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL 

WORKING WITH PARKS AND SOLID WASTE AND PUBLIC 

WORKS BEGAN THEIR PROCESS OF PLOTTING OUT AND 

MAPPING WHERE ALL OF THE TREE AND DEBRIS REMOVAL 

FROM THE ROADWAYS, THE CITY FACILITIES HAD TO BEGIN. 

AT THAT TIME, BASED ON THE INFORMATION THAT WE 

NEEDED AT THAT TIME, AUSTIN ENERGY DID BELIEVE THAT 

WE WOULD RESTORE POWER BY -- FOR ALL CUSTOMERS BY 

FRIDAY EVENING. AT 7:00 IN THE MORNING, ON FRIDAY, BY -- 

WE HAD RESTORED POWER TO 18,000 CUSTOMERS. AT THAT 

TIME, AT 7:00 IN THE MORNING, WE STILL HAD 400 WORK 

ORDERS OUTSTANDING AND AS YOU CAN SEE ON THE NOTE, 

BY THE TIME THIS WAS OVER, WE ENDED UP WITH -- WITH 

2300 DIFFERENT REPAIRS. THE MAJORITY OF THOSE 

ACTUALLY BEING 2300 ISOLATED, INDIVIDUAL WORK SITES. 

TO SHOW THE -- THE LEVEL OF WORK THAT WAS REQUIRED.  

PAUSE THERE RUDY BECAUSE THIS IS THE POINT AT WHICH 



7:00 IN THE MORNING ON FRIDAY THAT ALL OF THE FEEDER 

BREAKER LOCKOUTS ARE REPAIRED. WHAT WE THOUGHT 

WAS GOING TO BRING UP THE BULK OF THE POWER IS 

REPAIRED, WE STILL HAVE A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE WITHOUT POWER AND THAT'S WHEN THE 

INDIVIDUAL WORK ORDERS BEGIN TO BE WORKED AND WE 

REALIZE THAT THESE ARE GOING TO BE MULTI-FAILURE 

POINTS, A LOT OF INDIVIDUAL FAILURE POINTS, ALL 

THROUGH THE CITY IN BACKWARDS.  

Mayor Wynn: AND SO THE EARLIER SORT OF MIDDLE OF THE 

NIGHT, THAT EARLY MORNING, WE HAD ISSUED THE MEDIA 

RELEASE ESTIMATING THAT ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS 

WOULD BE UP BY FRIDAY EVENING. WITHIN A FEW HOURS, 

HOWEVER, WE ARE RECOGNIZING THAT IT'S NOT THE -- YOU 

KNOW THE SIMPLER, THE VERY LARGE TASK OF THESE 

CIRCUITS. IT'S IN FACT GOING TO BE THESE -- YOU KNOW, 

THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUAL, YOU KNOW, CUSTOMERS WITH -

- WITH SMALL SCALE INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS. SO I GUESS 

THEN THE QUESTION COMES, ONE OF THE COMMUNICATION 

ISSUES THAT WE HAD WAS FOR INSTANCE IF FOLKS KNEW 

THAT THEY WOULDN'T HAVE POWER FOR FOUR DAYS 

VERSUS SAY 36 HOURS, THEY WOULD -- I WOULD HAVE A 

NUMBER OF FOLKS SUGGEST TO ME THAT THEY WOULD 

HAVE OFFERED AND YOU WOULD OF THE FOOD IN THEIR 

REFRIGERATOR, ALL OF THE VENISON IN THEIR FREEZER TO 

CARITAS OR SOMEBODY TO DO SOMETHING WITH IT. AS IT 

ENDED UP GOING FOR FOUR DAYS, YOU KNOW, TONS OF 

FOOD SPOILED AND WAS LOST AND SO I GUESS THE 

QUESTION IS THEN AS THAT -- AS THE SCALE OR THE 

MICROCHALLENGE COMES INTO PLAY BY EARLY FRIDAY 

MORNING, YOU KNOW, HOW WAS -- HOW WAS THAT THEN 

COMMUNICATED AND AGAIN JUST RECOGNIZING JUST THE 

CHALLENGE OF -- WITH FOLKS NOT HAVING TELEVISION, 

RADIO OR THEIR COMPUTER, PRESUMABLY SO MANY 

PEOPLE USING CELL PHONES NOW, PERHAPS EVEN IN LIEU 

OF THEIR LAND LINES, WHAT WAS THE NEXT SORT OF 

SERIOUS OF COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES FOR US?  

WELL, LET ME PAUSE NOW, I'M GOING TO TURN IT BACK 

OVER. BECAUSE YOU WERE RIGHT. THAT IS ACTUALLY ONE 

OF OUR FOUR RECOMMENDATIONS. THE KIND OF METHODS 

THAT YOU USE TO COMMUNICATE WITH APPROXIMATE 



PEOPLE ARE OUT OF POWER. WHEN PEOPLE ARE OUT OF 

POWER. CLEARLY THE TYPES OF METHODS OF 

COMMUNICATION, WE CAN'T USE WITHOUT POWER, A HOME 

WITHOUT A TV, POSSIBLY WITHOUT A RADIO, MAY BE 

WITHOUT THE PHONE SERVICE IN THE HOUSE. PUTS A 

PARTICULAR KIND OF CHALLENGE ON COMMUNICATION. WE 

WILL COME BACK AROUND AT THE END AND WALK YOU 

THROUGH HIS THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS, I DO THINK IT'S 

IMPORTANT AS WE PAUSE HERE, AT THE POINT AT WHICH 

THE 23 MAJOR AREAS WERE REPAIRED, WE THOUGHT WE 

HAD 400 WORK ORDERS. SO WE ARE STILL THINKING THESE 

ARE GOING TO BE INDIVIDUAL 4 HUB 400 FAILURE POINTS. IF 

YOU WILL NOTE IT WASN'T UNTIL THE END OF THE EVENT 

THAT WE REALIZED THERE WERE GOING TO BE OVER 2,300 

FAILURE POINTS. SO WE HAVE 400 WORK ORDERS AT THIS 

POINT. STORMS ARE CONTINUING. MORE PEOPLE AS WE 

BRING PEOPLE UP, MORE PEOPLE ARE GOING DOWN. AND 

AS WE FIX THESE INDIVIDUAL 400, THEY AREN'T THE SOLE 

REASON SOMEONE'S POWER IS OUT. SO THERE COULD BE 

MULTIPLE FAILURE POINTS TO A HOUSE. BUT THIS POINT, WE 

ARE THINKING 400 INDIVIDUAL WORK ORDERS, WE STILL 

HAVE A SHOT AT GETTING POWER UP WITHIN THE NEXT DAY. 

AGAIN, THE -- THE GENESIS OF THOSE 400 WORK ORDERS IS 

SORT OF A COMBINATION OF INDIVIDUAL CUSTOMERS 

CALLING IN AND SAYING I DON'T HAVE POWER AND/OR, YOU 

KNOW, PUBLIC WORKS, AUSTIN ENERGY, PARKS CREWS OUT 

IN THE FIELD SEEING AN ISSUE, SEEING A SNAPPED POWER 

POLE.  

Futrell: BOTH OF THOSE. THEY ARE INDIVIDUAL CALLS FROM 

CUSTOMERS, ALSO OUR PATROLLERS, OUR FOLKS WHO 

HAVE BEEN OUT ALL OVER THE COMMUNITY LOOKING AND 

FINDING FAILURE POINTS, IN THE COMMUNITY. ALSO TO 

POINT OUT, THE LEVEL OF SERVICE, 20 RESTORATION 

CREWS, FOUR CONTRACT REPAIR CREWS, 14 CONTRACT 

TREE TRIMMING CREWS, MAINTAINED THE PROPERLIER 

PROCESS THAT WE BEGAN TO CONTINUE TO ASSESS THE 

DAMAGE. IN ADDITION TO THE AUSTIN ENERGY 

RESTORATION CREWS, WE HAD OUR DEBRIS AND TREE 

REMOVAL PERSONNEL, WHICH INCLUDED ACTUALLY 33 

CREWS FROM PARKS, 40 PUBLIC WORKS CREWS AND 10 

SOLID WASTE CREWS THAT WERE OUT ON THE STREET AND 



WORKING BY 7:00 IN THE MORNING. IN FACT PRY TO THAT, 

BUT THIS WAS JUST A SNAPSHOT IN TIME.  

YOU WILL SEE THESE AS YOU LOOK AT THE TIME FRAME, 

YOU WILL SEE THE PERSONNEL GOING UP AND THEN 

SLIGHTLY DOWN. WE HAVE REQUIREMENTS THAT AFTER 

SOMEONE HAS WORKED A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME, 24 

PLUS HOURS ON, WE WILL REQUIRE THEM TO TAKE A BREAK 

FOR SAFETY REASONS. SO WE ARE -- SOME PEOPLE ARE 

GOING -- ARE TAKING A BREAK TO GET SOME SLEEP IF WE 

ARE BRINGING ON NEW CREWS. THE CREW LEVELS WILL 

FLUCTUATE, BUT WE ARE IN FULL ACTIVEATION MODE WITH 

ALL OF OUR CREWS.  

ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE TYPE OF DAMAGE, SIZE OF 

TREES THAT WE WERE DEALING WITH. ALSO THE -- THE 

MANAGER POINTED OUT THE -- THE FACT THAT OUR CREWS 

WERE WORKING 24 HOURS STRAIGHT, LONG WORK DAYS. BY 

THE AFTERNOON ON FRIDAY, THE MANAGER IN FACT 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO INITIATED A DEBRIS REMOVAL TASK 

FORCE TO BE PREPARED SPECIFICALLY FOR INCIDENTS LIKE 

THIS. SO -- SO THROUGH HER PLANNING AND THE TEAM 

AGAIN SEVERAL YEARS AGO, WE BEGAN A SPECIFIC 

PROCESS WHERE WE HAVE A TEAM THAT FOCUSES ON 

IDENTIFYING SPECIFICALLY WHERE DAMAGE IS AND 

DEVELOP A UNIFIED AND COORDINATED EFFORT FOR 

REMOVAL OF TREE AND DEBRIS THROUGHOUT THE CITY. SO 

A -- AT 2:00 P.M., WE BEGAN THAT PROCESS TO DEVELOP A 

UNIFIED APPROACH. AND AT 3:00, YOU WILL NOTICE, THE 

POINT THAT THE MANAGER WAS MAKING, AT THIS TIME NOW 

WE HAVE 33 -- 32 AUSTIN ENERGY RESTORATION CREWS 

AND YOU SEE THE COUNT THERE, AGAIN THAT -- MOST OF 

THAT IS ATTRIBUTED TO NOW THAT OUR FOLKS WERE ABLE 

TO GET SOME REST, MOST OF THEM, 8 HOURS REST, COME 

BACK AND SO WE WERE ABLE TO BE AT FULL STAFF AND 

CONTINUE THAT WAY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PROCESS. 

AND IN -- HERE'S ANOTHER POINT, AT THAT TIME WE DID 

ISSUE A RELEASE THAT WE BELIEVE BASED ON THE 

INFORMATION THAT WE HAD AT THAT TIME, THAT POWER 

WOULD BE RESTORED TO EVERYONE BY -- BY 8:00 P.M. ON 

SATURDAY. LATER THAT AFTERNOON, WE LET THEM KNOW 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING, GIVE THEM GUIDELINES TO HELP 

THEM WITH REMOVAL OF TREES, ET CETERA. LATER THAT 



EVENING, ONCE WE WERE ABLE TO GET A GOOD 

ASSESSMENT OF THE TYPE OF DAMAGE, LEVEL OF DAMAGE 

THAT WE WERE EXPERIENCING, AUSTIN ENERGY IN FACT 

ALSO DETERMINED THAT MANY OF THE LOCATIONS, YOU 

SAW FROM SOME OF THOSE PICTURES, WE IN FACT DID NOT 

ENTER WITH OUR BUCKET TRUCKS. SO MANY OF OUR 

CREWS HAD TO -- TO MANUALLY CARRY THEIR TOOLS TO A 

WORK SITE, CLIMB UP A POLE, HAVE SOMEONE CONTINUE 

TO HAND THEM THE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT THAT THEY 

NEEDED, WHICH BEGIN SLOWS DOWN THE PROCESS, 

OBVIOUSLY MAKES IT MORE DANGEROUS AND DIFFICULT 

SITUATION. AT THAT TIME, WE ALSO REQUESTED THE 

ASSISTANCE FROM OUR -- ONE OF OUR MUTUAL 

ASSISTANCE PARTNERS, CENTER POINT ENERGY OUT OF 

HOUSTON.  

ONCE AGAIN I WOULD PAUSE HERE AND SAY THAT THIS IS A 

CRITICAL POINT IN THE PROCESS. BY FRIDAY EVENING IT 

WAS CLEAR THAT THIS WAS GOING TO BE BIGGER, MORE 

EXTENSIVE THAN WE THOUGHT WITH EVEN MORE FAILURE 

POINTS THAN WE THOUGHT. WE WERE WORKING THROUGH 

THOSE 400 WORK ORDERS AND ALTHOUGH WE WERE 

GETTING PEOPLE BACK ON, WE WERE NOT GETTING THE 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE BACK ON THAT WE WOULD HAVE 

EXPECTED BECAUSE OF MULTIPLE FAILURE POINTS OR 

POWER OUTAGES. THIS IS WHEN WE TRIGGER OR MUTUAL 

AID AGREEMENT, ASK FOR EVEN ADDITIONAL HELP OUTSIDE 

OF OUR COMMUNITY TO COME IN AND HELP.  

AND AS THE -- AS THE MANAGER TALKED ABOUT AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE PRESENTATION, NOW WE WERE FACED 

WITH OUR SECOND STORM. AND THESE STORMS BEGIN 

WERE DEVELOPING TO THE NORTH OF THE CITY. WE 

IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO -- TO MONITOR THOSE BOTH AT THE 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER AND AUSTIN ENERGY 

THROUGH THEIR ENERGY CONTROL CENTER, BEGAN TO -- 

TO MONITOR THE IMPACT OF THOSE STORMS, WHICH WAS 

BEGIN DELAYED THE PROCESS, FOR OUR EMPLOYEES 

SAFETY, WE DON'T WANT THEM WORKING OUT THERE, HIGH 

WINDS. THAT WAS ONE OF THE CHALLENGES THAT WE 

FACED. IN ADDITION TO THAT, WE LOST -- MORE POWER WAS 

LAST, BUT WE CONTINUED OUR EFFORTS, THAT HAPPENED 

AGAIN SHORT SHRI AFTERLY AFTER MIDNIGHT. WE BEGAN 



THAT PROCESS. AS YOU CAN SEE HERE, 2:00 WAS WHEN THE 

STORMS ACTUALLY HIT, WITH WINDS OVER 20 MILES PER 

HOUR.  

Futrell: I THINK AN IMPORTANT POINT IS BY FRIDAY MORNING 

AT 7:00 IN THE MORNING, WE HAD ABOUT 16,000 PEOPLE 

WITHOUT POWER. MIDNIGHT SATURDAY NIGHT, WE HAD 

ANOTHER STORM, MULTIPLE POINTS OF FAILURE, STILL AT 

13,000 PEOPLE WITHOUT POWER. AUSTIN ENERGY 

MAINTAINED FULL STAFF, 32 RESTORATION CREW, 

INCREASED THE CONTRACT TREE TRIMMING CREWS AND 

OUR DEBRIS AND TREE REMOVAL CREWS CONTINUED TO BE 

FULLY STAFFED. AT THIS TIME 15,000 CUSTOMERS 

REMAINED WITHOUT POWER. ON SATURDAY, SHORTLY 

AFTER LUNCH TIME, OUR ASSISTANCE DOES ARRIVE FROM 

HOUSTON WITH A CREW OF 15 RESTORATION CREWS, FOUR 

PATROLLERS, TWO SUPERINTENDENTS, ALSO BASICALLY 

COMPLETELY SELF SUFFICIENT WITH THEIR TRUCK, 

EQUIPMENT, EVERYTHING THEY NEEDED TO PROVIDE US 

ASSISTANCE IN ORDER TO QUICKLY RESTORE POWER. AT 

THIS TIME, 7:00 P.M. ON SATURDAY, WE CONTINUED TO HAVE 

A -- 9,000 CUSTOMERS WITHOUT POWER. SHORTLY AFTER 

THAT, AS YOU CAN SEE, WE HIT -- WE EXPERIENCED OUR 

THIRD STORM OF THIS SERIES OF STORMS. AGAIN WHILE IT 

WAS NOT OF THE DURATION OF THE FIRST AND SECOND 

STORMS, VERY HEAVY RAINFALL, STRONG WINDS, 

OBVIOUSLY SLOWS DOWN OUR PROCESS, CAUSES 

ADDITIONAL POWER LOSS, YOU CAN SEE ADDITIONALLY 2300 

CUSTOMERS. BUT THE FACT THAT OUR CREWS HAVE TO 

REMAIN SAFE AND HAVE TO STOP IN THE PROCESS OF 

RESTORATION. THROUGHOUT IN ENTIRE PROCESS YOU 

SHOULD KNOW THAT WE HAVE FULLY STAFFED ECC AT 

AUSTIN ENERGY THAT CONTINUES TO MONITOR ALL OF OUR 

PROCESS. WE SEE UPDATED MAPS, WE HAVE PEOPLE 

AROUND THE CLOCK TRACKING EVERYTHING THAT WE ARE 

DOING SO WE CAN VERY STRATEGICALLY, AND EFFICIENTLY 

RESPOND TO RESTORATION, THAT'S HAPPENING AT 

MIDNIGHT ON SUNDAY MORNING, WE CONTINUE TO HAVE A 

FULL UPDATE.  

THESE MAPS COVER BOTH OUTAGES AS WELL AS DOWNED 

TREES IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, SO IT'S A MAP THAT'S 

MAPPING OUT SEVERAL DIFFERENT EFFORTS AT THE SAME 



TIME. TREE BRUSH REMOVAL AS WELL AS POWER OUTAGES. 

SUNDAY AT 7:00 IN THE MORNING, WE HAVE ADDITIONAL 

STAFF, RESTED, BACK IN A SAFETY ENVIRONMENT, OUR 

RESTORATION TEAMS, REMAINING CREWS REMAIN THE 

SAME. AT THIS TIME WE ALSO HAVE CENTER POINT 

WORKING ON THE RESTORATION EFFORTS, 15 CREWS AND 

OUR DEBRIS AND TREE REMOVAL CREWS ALSO CONTINUE 

TO BE OUT IN THE FIELD. AT THIS TIME 7:00 IN THE MORNING 

ON SUNDAY, WE HAVE APPROXIMATELY 35 -- 3500 

CUSTOMERS WITHOUT POWER. HERE'S ANOTHER 

INDICATION OF THE KIND OF DAMAGE THAT OUR CREWS ARE 

HAVING TO WORK WITH.  

SOMETHING I THINK THAT RUDY MENTIONED EARLIER, PART 

OF WHAT SLOWED US DOWN IN ADDITION TO BACK YARDS 

AND LIMITED ACCESS WE HAD IN MANY CASES, REMOVED 

FAIRLY LARGE TREE LIMBS, BRUSH, BEFORE YOU COULD 

EVEN GO IN AND BEGIN RESTORATION, IT HAD TO BE A 

LAYERED RESPONSE. AT LUNCH TIME ON SUNDAY AT THAT 

TIME WE CONTINUED OUR EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE 

ENTIRE PROCESS, WE HAVE 1900 CUSTOMERS REMAIN 

WITHOUT POWER. AT THAT TIME, AUSTIN ENERGY, BASED 

ON THE INFORMATION THAT THEY HAD, BELIEVE THEY HAD 

FULL RESTORATION BY 4:00. WE WERE ABLE TO BEGIN OUR 

REVERSE 911 SYSTEM. IN FACT WE VISITED WITH THE 

MAYOR, WORKING THROUGH THE MAYOR'S OFFICE, WE 

ARRANGED AND COORDINATED A PICKUP FOR SPOILING 

FOOD, WE INITIATED THAT PROCESS WITH -- WITH 

ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT THE HOUSEHOLDS THROUGH 

USING REVERSE 911, NOTIFYING THEM THAT WE WOULD 

HAVE A SPECIAL PICKUP. ALSO ISSUED MEDIA RELEASES 

AND THEN WE BEGAN AT APPROXIMATELY 4:30 WITH A 

SPECIAL GARBAGE PICKUP SUNDAY AFTERNOON FOR 

FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS TO DISPOSE OF SPOILED FOOD 

MUCH OBVIOUSLY WE WILL TALK ABOUT THIS LATER WE 

RECOGNIZED THAT WE WERE LIMITED IN BEING ABLE TO 

REACH HOUSEHOLDS AND THEY WERE DISCOVERING THAT 

WE WERE DOING SPECIAL PICKUPS AS WE WERE GOING 

DOWN THE STREET. BECAUSE OF THAT WE MADE A 

DECISION TO GO THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD TWICE TO 

GIVE THOSE HOUSEHOLDS AN OPPORTUNITY IN FACT BE 

ABLE TO DISPOSE OF THEIR FOOD. BY 5:00 THIS 



AFTERNOON, CONTEND BREE TREE RE-- DEBRIS TREE 

REMOVAL HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL. WE WERE ABLE TO 

REMOVE THE 24 HOUR REQUIREMENT. THAT EVENING WE 

DID HAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE TO UPDATE THE STAT US 

OF WHERE WE WERE IN THE PROCESS. RECAP EFFORTS, 

ALSO THE ESTIMATED TIME FOR REMAINING CUSTOMERS. 

THAT EVENING AT APPROXIMATELY 9:00 WE REMAINED WITH 

700 CUSTOMERS WITHOUT POWER. WE ALSO DID ESTIMATE 

THAT BY NOON ON MONDAY EVERYONE WOULD BE FULLY 

RESTORED.  

THIS IS ALSO THE POINT AT WHICH THE QUALITY 

ASSURANCE ROLE KICKS IN AND AUSTIN ENERGY BASICALLY 

CALLING AND TESTING ALL CUSTOMERS THAT THEY 

BELIEVED WERE RESTORED TO BE SURE THAT THAT WAS 

ACTUALLY THE CASE. SO FOLLOW-UP IS NOW TRYING TO -- 

WAS TRYING TO BE, IS OCCURRING WITH EACH HOUSEHOLD.  

INCREDIBLY ENOUGH, WE HAD OUR FOURTH STORM, THIS 

SERIES OF STORMS, APPROXIMATELY 1:00 IN THE MORNING 

ON MONDAY. VERY HEAVY RAINFALL, WINDS UP TO 24 MILES 

AN HOUR, OBVIOUSLY ONE THING TO RECOGNIZE, MANY OF 

THOSE TREES THAT MAY HAVE SURVIVED THE FIRST, 

SECOND, THIRD ROUNDS WERE VERY VULNERABLE. WE 

CONTINUED TO SEE DAMAGE OCCUR. IN ADDITION 2100 

CUSTOMERS DID LOSE POWER, BUT WAS ABLE TO BE 

RESTORED WITHIN AN HOUR. MOST OF IT DUE TO CIRCUIT 

FAILURE. JUST TO POINT OUT AGAIN THE EFFORTS THAT 

OUR CREWS WERE MAKING FULLY STAFFED, AUSTIN 

ENERGY RESTORATION TEAMS AND DEBRIS AND TREE 

REMOVAL TEAMS. 2:00 ON MONDAY, LESS THAN TWO -- LESS 

THAN 100 CUSTOMERS REMAINED WITHOUT POWER. WE 

CLEARLY RECOGNIZED WE WERE GOING TO RELEASE 

CENTER POINT ENERGY, 5:00 THAT EVENING ALL POWER 

WAS RESTORED. THAT'S A QUICK RERAP. WE ARE NOT 

GOING TO MOVE INTO KEY POINTS THAT I -- WE ARE GOING 

TO MOVE INTO THE KEY POINT THAT THE MAYOR WAS 

TALKING ABOUT. NOW GENERAL MANAGER JUAN GARZA.  

THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. WELCOME, MR. GARZA.  

THE QUESTION -- THE TOP OF THIS, PART OF THIS 

PRESENTATION, WHY DID IT TAKE SO LONG TO RESTORE 



THE CUSTOMERS? THE FIRST OF ALL THE EXTENT OF THE 

DAMAGE AND THEN THE -- THE REPEATING NATURE OF THE 

STORM. I THINK HAD A LOT TO DO WITH THE LENGTH OF TIME 

THAT IT TOOK US TO RESTORE OVERALL. -- VERY 

SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS THAT WERE -- THAT 

WERE WITHOUT POWER RIGHT AWAY. 52,000 AND -- AND THE 

-- THE REASONS FOR -- IN THE AFTER MATH AND HAVING 

DONE OUR ASSESSMENT THAT COSTS [INDISCERNIBLE] IT 

WASN'T SIMPLY A NUMBER OF FEEDER LOCKOUTS TO GO 

WEEKEND AND RESET. THAT WORKED UP TO SOME DEGREE. 

THEN AS WE BEGAN TO GET INTO IT, WE BEGAN TO REALIZE 

THE FULL IMPACT OF THE -- OF THE WORK. THE 

INTERESTING FOR US WAS THAT WHILE WE HAD 400 WORK 

ORDERS TO COMPLETE, OUR GUYS WORKING LIKE HECK 

OUT THERE, COMPLETING ORDERS, THEN WE WOULD LOOK 

AT WHAT WE HAD LEFT, WE STILL HAVE 400 LEFT. SO AS WE 

WERE DROPPING THEM, SOME OTHERS WERE BEING ADDED 

ON, BOTH FOR THE PATROLLERS, CREWS, WE DIDN'T SEEM 

TO BE ABLE TO DEBATE THE SHEER NUMBER THAT WERE 

OUT THERE. THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD WE WERE ACTUALLY 

REDISCOVERING MORE AND MORE THE EXTENT THAT THE 

DAMAGE HAD -- OF THE DAMAGE THAT HAD BEEN ACTUALLY 

DONE. AND THEN PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT POINT 

HERE IS -- IS THAT SO MANY OF THE LOCATIONS WERE 

SIMPLY NOT ACCESSIBLE BY TRUCK WHERE YOU CAN GO IN 

AND USE THE BUCKET, GET PEOPLE -- THESE WERE -- THESE 

WERE LOCATIONS WHERE IF A POLE WAS KNOCKED DOWN 

IN THE BACK YARD, YOU HAD TO GO IN THERE PRETTY MUCH 

BY HAND, TAKE IT OUT, PUT ANOTHER ONE IN. CLIMBING -- 

CLIMBING UP POLES BY OUR FIELD CREWS AND INSTEAD OF 

USING MECHANIC MIZE ARIZED EQUIPMENT. THAT -- 

MECHANICKIZED EQUIPMENT, THAT KIND OF WORK IS VERY, 

VERY TIEWDOUS TEDIOUS TO DO. ALL OF THAT COMBINED 

AT THE END OF THE EVENT RESULTED IN THE EXTENDED 

LENGTH OF THE STORMS. SINCE I HAVE BEEN THERE, THIS IS 

REALLY THE FIRST MAJOR STORM THAT I HAVE SEEN, OTHER 

STORMS THAT HAVE TAKEN OUT AS MANY AS 40,000 

CUSTOMERS, FOUR OR FIVE HOURS LATER WE ARE ALL 

BACK UP. BUT BASICALLY THOSE ARE STORMS THAT JUST 

CAUSE THE FEEDER LOCKOUTS TO TRIP. WE GO OUT THERE 

AND RESET THEM. THERE MIGHT BE SOME INDIVIDUAL 

DAMAGE, WE CAN ESTIMATE BY THE NUMBER OF FEEDER 



KNOCKOUTS AND WORK TICKETS THAT WE HAVE ROUGHLY 

HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE US. THIS STORM WAS SO 

DIFFERENT IN THAT REGARD THAT IT JUST KIND OF BLEW 

OUR ESTIMATING METHODS. KIND OF OUT OF THE WATER. 

WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO REASSESS THE WAY WE DO 

THIS IN THE FUTURE.  

WHEN WE GET TO THE SECTIONS ON AREAS FOR 

IMPROVEMENT. OBVIOUSLY I THINK ONE OF THE 

FRUSTRATING POINTS IS THAT EACH DAY OUR ESTIMATE 

WAS THAT POWER WOULD BE UP BY THE END OF THE DAY. 

AS THAT MESSAGE REPEATED AND WE DIDN'T PRODUCE, 

THAT INCREASED FRUSTRATION LEVELS, WE WILL DISCUSS 

THAT UNDER OUR LESSONS LEARNED. IT'S BASICALLY A 

NETWORK OF UTILITIES PRIMARILY IN TEXAS WHICH WE 

HAVE NOW BELONGED TO FOR A LITTLE OVER 10 YEARS. WE 

BELONG TO IT SO WE CAN ASK FOR ASSISTANCE AND SO 

THAT WHEN OTHERS NEED OUR HELP WE CAN ALSO 

PARTICIPATE. WE HAVE FOUND IT BRINGS EXPERIENCE 

BACK TO THE UTILITY. ANOTHER ASPECT IS THAT -- THAT 

ONCE A YEAR WE WILL GET TOGETHER WITH ALL OF THE 

UTILITIES THAT ARE INVOLVED IN THE NETWORK AND WILL 

ASSESS THE DIFFERENT STORMS THAT WENT THROUGH THE 

DIFFERENT AREAS AND WE SHARE INFORMATION IN THE 

HOPES OF IMPROVING OUR RESPONSE TIMES FOR THE 

FUTURE. SO A COUPLE OF -- OF ASPECTS TO IT. IT'S VERY 

EFFECTIVE. ALL OF THE UTILITIES THAT PARTICIPATE HAVE -- 

HAVE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS TO MAINTAIN. THAT'S A KEY 

PART OF IT. THAT THEY HAVE CUSTOMERS ON THE 

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM THAT WE CAN CALL ON. WE DID NOT 

HAVE MUCH IN THE -- IN THE WAY OF A TRANSMISSION 

SYSTEM BEING AFFECTED.  

I THINK ANOTHER THING THAT'S IMPORTANT HERE IS IF WE 

HAVE A MAJOR STORM THAT TAKES OUT A LOT OF POWER, 

IT'S PROBABLY A PRETTY GOOD BET BECAUSE OF HOW 

STORMS ROLL THROUGH AN ALLEY IN CENTRAL TEXAS THAT 

FOR EXAMPLE SAN ANTONIO MAY BE BEING FACED WITH THE 

SIMILAR KIND OF DAMAGE FROM A STORM. A STATE-WIDE 

NETWORK LIKE THIS ALLOWS US TO DRAW RESOURCES 

FROM AREAS OF THE STATE THAT MAY NOT BE AFFECTED 

BY A STORM THAT HAPPENS IN CENTRAL TEXAS LIKE SAN 



ANTONIO MAYBE AT THE SAME TIME WE ARE.  

IN FACT THE FOLKS FROM CENTERPOINT DID NOT RESPOND 

RIGHT AWAY BECAUSE THEY WERE DELAYED BY A STORM. 

RATHER THAN RISK THE STORM DRIVING IN THE STORM, 

THEY BASICALLY HELD TIGHT AND THEN MOVED OVER.  

Futrell: NEXT ONE IS METHODOLOGY. AS THEY ARE SETTING 

THE OO LET ME SET THE STAGE FOR THIS. ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT WE HEARD FROM CITIZENS IF YOU COULD 

JUST TOLD US THE METHODOLOGY, WHO YOU WERE 

PRIORITIZING FIRST AND SECOND AND THIRD. YOU KNOW, I 

JOE CITIZEN MIGHT NOT HAVE CALLED 20 TIMES. THE FEAR 

THAT IT WAS THE SQUEAK KEY WHEEL GETTING GREASED, IF 

YOU CALLED, CALLED, CALLED, YOU WOULDN'T BE 

FORGOTTEN IN THE METHODOLOGY. I THINK THIS IS IN ONE 

OF OUR LESSONS LEARNED TO BE ABLE TO HAVE OUR CALL 

TAKERS SPEAK TO THE METHODOLOGY IS GOING TO BE 

IMPORTANT. THIS IS THE QUESTION JUAN IS GOING TO 

ANSWER. WHAT IS THE METHODOLOGY.  

WE DO. WE GIVE PRIORITY TO ALL OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY, 

HEALTH AND SAFETY FACILITIES IN THE CITY. VERY 

IMPORTANT TO THE HOSPITALS. SECONDLY, THE VERY 

LARGE -- THE MANUFACTURING COMMERCIAL FACILITIES 

BECAUSE THEY HAVE A LOT AT STAKE, IN SOME CASES 

MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND FOLKS WORKING, 

SO WE WANT TO GET TO THEM ALSO THERE. THEN WE 

REPAIR DISTRIBUTION LINES WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF 

IMPACTED CUSTOMERS. THAT JUST MAKES SENSE TO TRY 

TO ATTACK THOSE FIRST. THEN REPAIR FUSES ALSO WITH 

THE SAME APPROACH. HIGHEST NUMBER OF IMPACTED 

CUSTOMERS. FINALLY WE GET INTO THE TRANSFORMERS, 

AGAIN WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS AND 

LASTLY, WE GO TO THE SINGLE METERS INDIVIDUAL 

SERVICE CALLS. IT'S A SYSTEM THAT PUTS A PERSON OR 

THE CUSTOMER THAT IS ESSENTIALLY OUT ON THEIR OWN 

BECAUSE OF SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED TO HAVE 

AFFECTED THEIR TRANSFORMER AT THE END OF THE 

PRIORITY LIST, BUT I THINK THAT IT'S SOMETHING THAT 

MAKES SENSE.  

LASTLY, BRIEFLY, WE HAVE RECEIVED THE REPORT OF THE 



TASK FORCE SUBMITTED TO THE LAND USE AND 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. WE WILL BE EVALUATING 

THOSE PROPOSALS. WE HAVE AGREED TO A NUMBER OF 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE AND HAVE 

IMPLEMENTED THEM ALREADY. WE WILL CONTINUE 

OBVIOUSLY WE NEED TO -- TO GO -- TO KEEP WORKING ON 

TRIMMING OUR TREES, CONTINUE TO DO THAT, WE WILL USE 

THOSE REVISED PROCEDURES. AND -- AND BUT WE WILL BE 

WORKING WITH THE COMMITTEE TO BRING BACK OUR 

EVALUATIONS AND OUR RECOMMENDATIONS AS WE 

CONTINUE.  

Futrell: SO NOW WE ARE GOING TO GO TO WHAT DO WE DO 

WELL, WHAT CAN WE IMPROVE ON?  

WHAT DID WE DO WELL? THE MANAGER WAS VERY CLEAR, I 

THINK IT'S VERY SIMPLE TO POINT OUT OUR EMPLOYEES 

WERE JUST INCREDIBLE. THE RESPONSE THROUGHOUT THIS 

ENTIRE PROCESS NEVER STOPPED. YOU SAW THROUGH THE 

TIME LINE, 24 PAGES ACTUALLY TO DO THE TIME LINE 

BECAUSE IT WAS A PHONE STOP OPERATIONS. OUR 

EMPLOYEES VERY, VERY HARD WORKING. CONSIDERING 

THE FACT THAT -- IN MANY CASES WE WERE WORKING IN A 

VERY DANGEROUS ENVIRONMENT. THAT DIDN'T IMPACT 

THEIR RESPONSE. AND IN A COUPLE OF THINGS. ONE, WHILE 

WE RECOGNIZE THE INCONVENIENCE THAT WAS GOING ON, 

OUR STAFF ENSURED THAT WE WERE VERY THOROUGH, 

DIDN'T TAKE ANY SHORTCUTS, WE WANTED PEOPLE TO BE 

SAFE, OUR EMPLOYEES TO BE SAFE. SO THE -- CLEARLY 

FOCUS WAS ON CUSTOMER SERVICE AND CITIZENS SAFETY. 

IN ADDITION TO THE EFFORTS OF OUR EMPLOYEES, THERE'S 

SOME KEY THINGS THAT WE HAVE DONE. THE COORDINATED 

AND STRATEGIC PLANNING THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE 

PROCESS. I MENTIONED TO YOU THE ECC WITH AUSTIN 

ENERGY, OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT THEIR 

EFFORTS. THERE WAS A COMPLETELY COORDINATED AND 

VERY PERFECTLY ORCHESTRATED RESPONSE, AGENCIES 

WERE TALKING WITH EACH OTHER. WE HAD PEOPLE 

WORKING NEXT TO EACH OTHER, COMMUNICATING BACK 

AND FORTH SO THAT WE WERE ABLE TO ENSURE THAT OUR 

OPERATIONAL RESPONSE WAS VERY EFFICIENT AND IT 

WORKED VERY WELL. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WAS VERY 

IMPRESS RECEIVE OF THE EFFORTS BY AUSTIN ENERGY, 



ESPECIALLY AUSTIN ENERGY BECAUSE THEY OBVIOUSLY 

BORE THE BIGGEST BRUNT OF THE STORM WAS THE 

CONTINUED EFFORTS THAT THEY DID TO UPDATE WHERE 

WE WERE THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE PROCESS AND WHAT 

WAS NEEDED, WHERE WERE THE RESOURCES NEEDED, 

WHERE DID WE NEED TO FOCUS AND THAT WAS DONE AGAIN 

AT THE ENERGY CONTROL CENTER. THE -- ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT WE ARE VERY PROUD OF IS THE FACT THAT 

WE -- WE HAD PREPLANNING AND WE -- WE ARE PREPARED, 

IN FACT LAST YEAR WHEN WE RESPONDED TO THE 

EVACUEES, AS MOST PEOPLE KNOW, WE HAD LESS THAN 24 

HOURS TO MOBILIZE. AND WHAT WE SAW THE COUPLE OF 

WEEKS AGO WITH THE STORM WAS THE FACT THAT OUR 

PREPLANNING, OUR PREWORK THAT WE DO PAID OFF. WHEN 

YOU WENT TO RESPOND, WHEN -- WE KNEW WHO TO 

RESPOND, WHO TO CALL BACK, PREVIOUS PLANNING 

EFFORTS AND SYSTEMS THAT WERE IN PLACE CLEARLY 

WERE INSTRUMENTAL FOR AN EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE 

RESPONSE. AUSTIN ENERGY'S'S STRATEGIC PLANNING TO 

BE PART OF THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, A 

DECISION MADE OVER 10 YEARS AGO CLEARLY WAS VERY 

IMPORTANT FOR US TO BE ABLE TO CALL ON SOMEBODY TO 

HELP US. ESPECIALLY IN THE AUSTIN ENERGY AREA, EVEN 

SOME OTHER FIELD AREAS, CROSS TRAINING. SOMETHING 

THAT WE DO ALL THE TIME. WE WERE ABLE TO EXPAND THE 

NUMBER OF CREWS, NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS OUT IN THE 

FIELD IN DIFFERENT CAPACITIES TO BE ABLE TO MAXIMIZE 

THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US. ONE OF THE THINGS WE 

DID WELL, I DEFINITELY WOULD LIKE TO GIVE CREDIT TO ED 

CLARK, MY WIFE AND KIDS PROBABLY WOULD NOT LIKE TO 

THANK THEM BECAUSE MY PAGER KEEPS GOING OFF EVERY 

HOUR DURING THESE STORMS, ED DID AN EXTRAORDINARY 

JOB OF CONTINUING TO UPDATE EVERY ONE ON WHERE WE 

WERE VIA E-MAIL, PAGERS, CONSTANT COMMUNICATION TO 

THE MEDIA WAS ONE OF THE EFFORTS THAT WE DID THAT 

WE'RE VERY PROUD OF. TO GO TO THE AREAS THAT WE 

NEED TO WORK ON, TWO MAIN AREAS, VERY EASY TO POINT 

OUT, I THINK WE KNOW THAT. MOST IMPORTANTLY WAS 

COMMUNICATION. NO DOUBT WE COULD HAVE DONE A 

BETTER JOB IN THE COMMUNICATION. WE LEARNED SOME 

LESSONS AND WE WILL BE PREPARED. AND THEN ANOTHER 

AREA THAT WE LEARNED FROM IS THE TIMING THAT WE USE 



TO REQUEST OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. SPECIFICALLY, IN 

COMMUNICATION. WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 

PROVIDE INFORMATION TO OUR CUSTOMERS, TO OUR 

HOUSE HOLDS, SPECIFIC TO THEM. THE FACT IS THAT'S -- 

THAT'S DURING THESE TYPES OF INCIDENTS, THAT'S WHAT 

REALLY MATTERS TO THEM. HOW IS IT IMPACTING THEIR 

WIFE, THEIR KIDS, THEIR LOVED ONES AND THEY NEED TO 

BE ABLE TO MAKE DECISIONS THAT IMPACT THEIR 

PERSONAL LIVES AND WE NEED TO DO A BETTER JOB IN THE 

FUTURE OF -- OF PROVIDING SPECIFIC INFORMATION.  

SO JUST TO FRAME THE FIRST RECOMMENDATION, A LOT OF 

INFORMATION WAS GOING OUT BROADLY, HOLISTICALLY 

ABOUT THE STORM EFFORT, RESTORATION EFFORTS. WHAT 

WAS FRUSTRATING I THINK TO MANY CITIZENS, THIS HAS 

CERTAINLY PROVEN TRUE IN THE CALLS THAT WE HAVE 

TAKEN SINCE THE INCIDENT IS THE INABILITY TO TELL 

SOMEONE SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THEIR BHOK OR THEIR SET 

OF STREETS, THEIR HOUSE, WHEN IS MY POWER COMING 

BACK ON, WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO BE ON MY BLOCK. A 

WAY TO GET A LITTLE MORE SPECIFIC DETAILED 

INFORMATION THROUGH THE CALL CENTER AND TO 

CITIZENS.  

SOME OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WE HAVE PUT IN 

PLACE TO BE PREPARED FOR THE NEXT TIME THIS HAPPENS 

IS NUMBER ONE I MENTIONED THE EFFORTS THAT WERE 

GOING ON AT THE ECC. WE WILL BE ASSIGNING A TEAM OF 

CALL -- OF CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL SISTERS 

SUPERVISORS TO THE E -- CALL SISTERS SUPERVISORS TO 

THE EEC, SITTING NEXT TO THE TECHNICAL EXPERT, THE 

TEAMS THAT ARE MAKING OPERATIONAL DECISIONS. 

BECAUSE OF THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO COMMUNICATE 

WITH THE SUPERVISORS AT THE CALL CENTERS TO ENSURE 

THAT THERE'S NOT ANYTHING LOST IN TRANSLATION SO 

OUR REPRESENTATIVES HAVE CLEAR INFORMATION 

SPECIFIC TO HOUSEHOLD, NEIGHBORHOODS AS THEY CALL 

IN. WE DID A GOOD JOB OF COORDINATING THIS -- THIS 

STORM. HOWHOWEVER, I THINK IT WILL BE KEY TO HAVE 

SOMEBODY THAT SPEAKS THE SAME LANGUAGE. CLEARLY 

THE TECHNICAL EXPERTS AT THE ECC AREN'T IN THE 

CUSTOMER SERVICE BUSINESS. COST CENTER BUSINESS. 

SO WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO BREAK DOWN THE 



INFORMATION WHERE IT MAKES SENSE, IT'S CLEAR TO OUR 

CUSTOMERS AND AS THEY CALL IN. HAVING A TEAM OF 

SUPERVISORS AT THE ECC WILL BE INSTRUMENTAL IN 

PROVIDING THAT TYPE OF SPECIFIC NMPL THAT THE 

MANAGER SPOKE TO. ALSO IN CONJUNCTION WITH THAT IS 

BEGIN HAVING OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 

HAVE ACCESS TO THAT EXPANDED INFORMATION AND MORE 

SPECIFIC CUSTOMER INFORMATION WILL ENSURE THAT BY 

WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE ECC AND MAKING SURE THAT 

WE FOCUS THERE. IN ADDITION TO, THAT ONE OF THE 

MEANS THAT WE DID A VERY GOOD JOB OF IS CONSTANTLY 

UPDATING THE MEDIA. WE WILL ENSURE THAT THE MEDIA 

RELEASES WILL PROVIDE THE BIG PICTURE, BUT ALSO 

PROVIDE NEIGHBORHOOD BY NEIGHBORHOOD, COMMUNITY 

BY COMMUNITY IMPACTS. WHERE ARE WE SO THAT IT 

BEGINS TO MAKE BETTER SENSE TO CUSTOMERS AS THEY 

HEAR THOSE UPDATES. THOSE ARE THINGS THAT WE ARE 

GOING TO PUT IN PLACE. I WOULD SAY ARE IN PLACE NOW. 

WHEN THIS HAPPENS AGAIN WE WILL BE READY. SOME OF 

THE FUTURE ENHANCEMENTS, THAT WILL TAKE MORE TIME 

AND MORE RESOURCES IS A GIS MOBILITY PROJECT. SIMPLY 

PUT THAT MEANS TRUCKS WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH LAPTOPS 

WITHIN EACH TRUCK, OUR FIELD CREWS WILL BE ABLE TO 

CORRECTLY ENTER ON TO THEIR LOCKUPS. DAMAGE 

ASSESSMENTS. WHERE THEY ARE AT, THAT WILL 

IMMEDIATELY GO TO ECC, OUR CREWS THERE WILL HAVE A 

CONSTANT, ALMOST READILY TIME UPDATE. IN FACT NOT 

ALMOST, BUT WILL BE REAL TIME OF WHERE WE ARE IN THE 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. ALSO AN INTERACTIVE VOICE 

RESPONSE SYSTEM. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT MANAGERS 

SPOKE TO WAS MANY TIMES CUSTOMERS CONTINUE TO 

CALL. HEY MY POWER IS OUT BECAUSE THEY FELT LIKE WE 

WEREN'T HEARING THEM. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WE ARE 

LOOKING AT IS A TECHNOLOGY WHERE SOMEBODY CAN 

CALL IN, MAYBE KEY IN THEIR HOME ADDRESS OR BE ABLE 

TO SPEAK ACTUALLY TO THE HOME ADDRESS, AND GO 

AUTOMATICALLY TO A SYSTEM THAT WILL BE ABLE TO 

RESPOND TO THEM AND SAY, THANKS FOR CALLING, WE ARE 

AWARE OF YOUR POWER OUTAGE, WE ARE ON IT. GIVE 

THEM SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.  



THIS IS A SYSTEM THAT'S VERY SIMILAR TO IS THIS OUR 

REVISED -- REVERSE 911�� SYSTEM, RUDY?  

THIS IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT.  

ALL RIGHT. WE NEED HELP, THE -- IF YOU NEED HELP THE 

LAST THING YOU WANT IS TO LEAVE MESSAGES, GET A BUSY 

SIGNAL, NOT BE ABLE TO REACH SOMEBODY. WE WILL 

ENSURE THAT WE MAXIMIZE OUR STAFFING LEVELS AT THE 

CALL CENTERS, WHEN THE CUSTOMERS CALL WE WILL 

SPEAK TO A CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE IF IN 

FACT THAT THEY NEED OR BE SURE THAT THEY HAVE AN 

EXPEDITED CALL BACK. TO DO THAT WE WILL EXPAND OUR 

CONTRACT WITH THE CUSTOMER SERVICE 

REPRESENTATIVES TO BE READY FOR ANY TYPE OF 

INCIDENT THAT REQUIRES A VERY QUICK RESPONSE AND 

INCREASING STAFFING LEVELS.  

Futrell: SO THE SECOND RECOMMENDATION HERE, THE 

SECOND AREA FOR IMPROVEMENT IS I DON'T BELIEVE WE 

STAFFED UP OUR CALL CENTER AS FAR AS WE SHOULD 

HAVE DURING THE HEIGHT OR PEAK OF THIS STORM. I THINK 

IT'S OVERWHELMED THE STAFFING THAT WE HAD. AND WE 

NEED TO HAVE A WAY TO STAFF UP MORE QUICKLY. AND 

EVEN TO A HIGHER LEVEL. THE CALL CENTER STAFFING I 

THINK WILL HELP A GREAT DEAL WITH WAIT TIMES AND 

FRUSTRATION OF FOLKS CALLING IN FOR INFORMATION.  

THIRD RECOMMENDATION ON COMMUNICATION WAS AS 

MENTIONED EARLIER, IT WAS VERY CLEAR THAT -- THAT 

AFTER THE FACT IT WAS VERY CLEAR THAT THE REVERSE 

911 SYSTEM, THE MEDIA RELEASES, THEY HAD LIMITED 

IMPACT BECAUSE OF THE POWER OUTAGES. AND SO WE 

NEED TO CHANGE HOW WE REACH OUT TO THE COMMUNITY 

AND IMPACTED HOUSEHOLDS. SOME OF THE THINGS THAT 

WE ARE GOING TO BE -- SPECIFICALLY TO DO THAT WE WILL 

CREATE OUTREACH TEAMS OF CITY STAFF, CITY 

VOLUNTEERS ANDMENTS NEIGHBORHOOD VOLUNTEERS 

AND REPRESENTATIVES. WE HAVE OUR [INDISCERNIBLE] 

VOLUNTEERS, EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS THAT ARE 

QUICKLY MOBILIZED, WE ARE ABLE TO UTILITY LIES.  

THE CIRC IS A CIVILIAN BATTALION THAT HELP US IN AN 



EMERGENCY.  

SOME OF THE PLANS THAT WE HAVE IN PLACE WE WILL BE 

DOING WITH THESE TEAMS, HE WILL GO DOWN TO DOWN 

AND -- DOOR TO DOOR AND PROVIDE INFORMATION, LEAVE 

DOOR HANGERS, FLIERS TO LET THEM KNOW WHAT'S GOING 

ON IF IN FACT THEY DON'T HAVE ACT TO RADIO, TV'S, MAYBE 

TELEPHONES, WE WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE THEM THAT DOOR 

TO DOOR. IN ADDITION TO THAT THE TEAMS WILL HAVE A 

GOODWILL TEAMS. THESE TEAMS WILL BE THOSE THAT GO 

OUT AND ARE ABLE TO -- TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FOR -- IF 

SOMEBODY HAS ANY SPECIAL NEEDS. IN THIS CASE IT MAY 

HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATE AND WE -- WITH COULD DONE A 

BETTER JOB OF PROVIDING SOME NECESSARY HOUSEHOLD 

ITEMS. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT COMES TO MIND IS DRY 

ICE. MANY TIMES WE COULD HAVE PROVIDED THAT OR 

OTHER THINGS THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MINIMIZE 

THE INCONVENIENCE TO OUR CUSTOMERS, THE GOODWILL 

TEAMS WILL BE DEPLOYED AND AGAIN GO DOOR TO DOOR 

NEIGHBORHOOD BY NEIGHBORHOOD. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE 

FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

I BELIEVE AUSTIN ENERGY HAS ALREADY INITIATED THAT 

PROCESS WITH SOME OF THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND IS 

GETTING FEEDBACK NOW ON THE RECENT STORM EVENTS. 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE EFFORTS, WE'LL USE OUR 

VOLUNTEERS AND OUTREACH TEAMS TO GO TO THE HIGH 

TRAFFIC AREAS. GROCERY STORES, COFFEE SHOPS AND SO 

FORTH AND LEAVE INFORMATION THERE. THE OBJECTIVE 

HERE IS TO REACH OUR CUSTOMERS. KNOWING THAT WE 

NEED TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO GET THE 

INFORMATION TO THEM. SOME OF THE OTHER THINGS THAT 

WE WANT TO DO TO INCREASE THE MEANS OF 

COMMUNICATION FOR OUR CUSTOMERS, AND IN FACT, CITY 

COUNCIL TODAY APPROVED THE PURCHASE OF THE CODE 

RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM. IT'S A STATE-OF-

THE-ART LATEST TECHNOLOGY ON CONTACTING 

CUSTOMERS. IT'S THE ADVANCED VERSION OF A REVERSE 

911. THIS SYSTEM HAS THE ABILITY TO MAKE 60,000 CALLS IN 

ONE HOUR. IT'S VERY, VERY USER FRIENDLY. IN FACT, CAN 

BE INITIATED WITHIN MINUTES. AS WE TESTED THE SYSTEM, 

WE'RE ABLE TO INITIATE A MESSAGE, PHONES AND THAT 

ENTIRE PROCESS TOOK LESS THAN FIVE TO SEVEN 



MINUTES. SO INITIATING THIS CODE RED SYSTEM WILL BE 

VERY QUICK. IN ADDITION TO THAT, ONE OF THE THINGS 

THAT THIS DOES FOR US ONCE WE HAVE IT FULLY 

IMPLEMENTED, HOUSEHOLDS WILL BE ABLE TO GO TO THE 

WEBSITE, TO THE CITY'S WEBSITE OR CODE RED'S WEBSITE 

AND ENTER FOR THEIR HOUSEHOLD ADDRESS, FOR THEIR 

HOME ADDRESS, WILL BE ABLE TO ENTER NUMBERS IN IN 

ADDITION TO THEIR HOME NUMBER. THEY CAN ENTER THEIR 

OFFICE NUMBER, CELL NUMBER, PAGER NUMBER, 

WHATEVER NUMBER THEY NEED THAT THEY BELIEVE 

WOULD ALLOW THEM MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO RECEIVE 

THAT CALL. SO WE WOULD HOPEFULLY BE ABLE TO AVOID 

THE PROBLEMS WITH INDIVIDUALS NOT GETTING A CALL AT 

HOME. SO ANY SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL CAN HAVE BOTH THEIR 

HOME NUMBER, OFFICE NUMBER AND CELL PHONE NUMBER 

AND WE'RE HOPING THAT ONE OF THOSE THREE WE'LL BE 

ABLE TO REACH THAT INDIVIDUAL. IN ADDITION TO THAT, THE 

CODE RED SYSTEM, ONE OF THE THINGS WE FOUND OUT 

THIS YEAR IS WE WOULD MAKE THAT CALL. WE DON'T 

CURRENTLY HAVE A WAY OF KNOWING WHETHER 

SOMEBODY WAS OR WAS NOT REACHED. THIS NEW SYSTEM 

WILL TELL US HERE'S ALL THE CALLS WE MADE AND WILL 

HIGHLIGHT FOR US THOSE WHERE A PHONE WAS NOT 

PICKED UP. AND WE'LL CONTINUE AUTOMATICALLY NUMB 

RUSS TIMES TO -- NUMEROUS TIMES TO TRY AND REACH 

THOSE NUMBERS.  

Futrell: THE REASON THIS IS IMPORTANT IS BECAUSE IF YOU 

HAVE THE PHONE IN YOUR HOMES, THE REMOTE PHONES 

THAT REQUIRE THE BASE OF THE PHONE TO BE PLUGGED IN, 

IF YOUR POWER IS OUT, YOUR HOME IS OUT. AND MOST 

HOMES ARE USING THESE PHONES NOW. THE BEAUTY OF 

THIS SYSTEM IS IT WILL ALLOW YOU TO PLUG IN A CELL 

PHONE NUMBER OR OTHER KINDS OF PHONE NUMBERS OF A 

RELATIVE OR A NEIGHBOR WHO DOES HAVE ELECTRICITY A 

BLOCK OVER SO YOU CAN GET INFORMATION DIFFERENTLY.  

LASTLY IN THE MEANS OF COMMUNICATION, ROADWAY 

SIGNS. LOW TECH. JUST PUT ROADWAY SIGNS IN THE 

IMPACTED COMMUNITY AND LET THEM KNOW HERE'S 

WHAT'S GOING ON IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TODAY OR 

HERE'S WHERE WE'RE AT. THE DIGITAL DISPLAY SIGNS, WE 

CAN QUICKLY MOBILIZE THOSE AND MOVE THOSE FOR 



REGULAR UPDATES AT THE IMPACTED NEIGHBORHOODS. 

ONE OF THE THINGS WE WERE COUNTING ON IS THE 

VOLUNTEERS THAT ARE PART OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATIONS. THE PRESIDENTS OF THOSE ASSOCIATIONS, 

WE KNOW WHO THEY ARE, THEY HAVE THEIR CONTACT 

INFORMATION AND QUICKLY CONTACT THEM AND SEEK 

THEIR ASSISTANCE IN REACHING OUT TO THEIR 

NEIGHBORHOODS. SO A TOOL THAT WE CAN EASILY INITIATE 

AND IMPLEMENT AND WE'LL BE DOING THAT NOW. FINALLY, 

OUR WEBSITE, WE'LL EXPAND THE USE OF OUR WEBSITE TO 

ENSURE THAT WE PROVIDE SPECIFIC NEIGHBORHOOD 

INFORMATION SO THAT INDIVIDUALS THAT HAVE ACCESS TO 

THE INTERNET THROUGH THE LIBRARY OR A FRIEND OR AT 

WORK CAN EASILY BRING UP THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD AND 

GET SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT MEANS MORE TO THEM. 

>>  

Futrell: MAYOR, I THINK, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS WOULD BE ONE 

OF THE AREAS WHERE HAD WE HAD A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTACT RATHER THAN THE BROAD 

BASED MEDIA CONTACT, THE ISSUE OF SPOILED FOOD, 

THOSE KIND OF ISSUES MIGHT COME TO OUR ATTENTION 

EARLIER FOR US TO ORGANIZE EARLIER SO INSTEAD OF 

PICKING UP SPOILED FOOD, WE MIGHT COULD HAVE HAD A 

FOOD DONATION A DAY EARLIER. TURNED A NEGATIVE INTO 

A POSITIVE. AND WE MISSED THAT OPPORTUNITY WITH OUR 

CURRENT COMMUNICATION PLAN. AND OUR LAST 

RECOMMENDATION.  

OUR LAST RECOMMENDATION, CLEARLY -- OPERATIONALLY 

WE DID A TREMENDOUS JOB. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WE 

COULD HAVE DONE BETTER WAS WE COULD HAVE 

REQUESTED OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE SOONER. AND TWO 

THINGS THAT WE'RE DOING TO ENSURE THAT WE DO THAT 

IS, NUMBER ONE, WE TALKED ABOUT THE PATROLLERS AND 

THEIR TASK. THEIR TASK IS TO DO DRIVE BY ASSESSMENT 

AND RECORD AND COMMUNICATE TO THE ECC WHERE THEY 

ARE. WE'RE GOING TO BE INCREASING THE NUMBER OF 

PATROLLERS OUT ON STREET AND QUICKLY DEPLOY THEM 

SO THAT WE HAVE A MUCH QUICKER RESPONSE ON WHERE 

WE ARE DAMAGE WOOISES. IN ADDITION TO THAT WE 

CURRENTLY HAVE A SITUATION OR ANALYSIS TEAM THAT 

WORKS AT THE ECC, TAKES ALL THE DATA IN FROM THE 



DISPATCHERS, THE CREWS, THE PATROLLERS, AND 

ANALYZES THAT DATA TO DETERMINE WHAT KIND OF 

RESOURCES WE NEED, WHERE DO WE NEED THEM AND 

ALSO IS ABLE TO DETERMINE -- ESTIMATE THE TIME OF 

RESTORATION WHAVMENT WE PLAN ON DOING THERE IS 

AGAIN INCREASE THE NUMBER OF STAFF ON THOSE TEAMS 

AND EXPAND THEIR ROLES TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE 

SITTING ALONGSIDE AT EVERY MOMENT WITH OUR 

DISPATCHERS, OUR WORK CREWS, OUR FIELD 

SUPERVISORS SO THAT THEY CAN MORE QUICKLY GET THE 

DATA AND GIVE US BETTER ASSESSMENTS.  

Futrell: AND THAT'S IT IN A VERY LARGE NUTSHELL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. A COUPLE OF 

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS. ONE IS I'LL SAY I SAW 

FIRSTHAND THE CHALLENGES OUT IN THE FIELD, AND THEY 

WERE REAL AND THEY WERE DRAMATIC. AS DRAMATIC AS 

SOME OF THESE PHOTOS ARE THAT SHOW THE LARGE 

TREES LYING ACROSS A STREET MAKES A GREAT VISUAL, 

BUT IN ESSENCE THAT'S AN EASY CHALLENGE. WE GET A BIG 

PIECE OF EQUIPMENT IN THERE AND GET THAT TREE DOWN 

QUICKLY. WHAT I SAW WAS OUR MEN AND WOMEN HAVING 

TO ESSENTIALLY HAVE HAND TO HAND COMBAT ALONG THE 

BACK PROPERTY LINES OF THESE OLDER ESTABLISHED 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND LITERALLY ARMED WITH A TOOL BELT 

AND A CHAINSAW AND THEY HAD TO WORK THEIR WAY 

HUNDREDS OF FEET DOWN A BACK PROPERTY LINE TO EVEN 

GET TO THE PROBLEM. SO IT WAS PHYSICALLY THE 

CHALLENGE WAS ALMOST UNPRECEDENTED FOR AUSTIN. I 

GREATLY APPRECIATE THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE 

ANALYSIS OF LESSONS LEARNED AND OPPORTUNITIES TO 

IMPROVE. I'M ALSO CURIOUS, HAVE WE DONE AN ECONOMIC 

ANALYSIS YET? I'VE GOT TO BELIEVE THAT THROUGH THE 

OVERTIME, THE EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL, THERE WAS 

PROBABLY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS SPENT 

ON THIS EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN JUST A FEW DAYS AS 

WELL.  

Futrell: WE CAN GIVE IT TO YOU FROM AUSTIN ENERGY'S 

PERSPECTIVE AND I DIDN'T BRING THE NUMBER FOR 

CITYWIDE, BUT I CAN GET THE NUMBER FOR COUNCIL.  



ABOUT $1.8 MILLION.  

Mayor Wynn: REAL DOLLARS.  

Futrell: ONE OTHER THING, AUSTIN ENERGY HAS ALREADY 

BEGUN CONTACTING THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS IN 

THE HARDEST HIT NEIGHBORHOODS BECAUSE I THINK 

SOMETHING THAT WE WE HAVEN'T DONE BEFORE THAT I 

WOULD LIKE TO DO THIS TIME IS TALK DIRECTLY WITH THE 

PEOPLE WHO EXPERIENCED THE OUTAGE IN THE MOST 

HEAVILY HIT NEIGHBORHOODS AND SEE IF WE'VE MISSED 

SOMETHING. IS THERE A RECOMMENDATION THEY HAVE AN 

IDEA THAT THEY HAVE THAT WE HAVEN'T THOUGHT OF, A 

WAY TO MAKE IT BETTER. CAN YOU ELABORATE ON THAT?  

WE WANT TO HEAR DIRECTLY FROM THEM. THEY WILL BE 

ABLE TO TELL US YOU COULD HAVE REACHED ME IF YOU 

HAVE DONE THIS OR THAT. SO WE'VE ALREADY SET THOSE 

MEETINGS UP WITH THOSE FOLKS AND IN ADDITION TO 

THAT, WE WILL DO SOME FOCUS GROUPS AND WE'RE GOING 

TO HAVE TO GIVE SOME SPECIAL CONSIDERATION TO THE 

QUESTIONS THAT WE'RE GOING TO ASK. AND IN THAT 

REGARD WE'RE GOING TO INVITE THE REST OF THE 

DEPARTMENTS THAT WERE IN A RESPONSE MODE TO SEE 

WHAT KIND OF QUESTIONS THEY WOULD LIKE FOR US TO 

ASK IF THOSE FOCUS GROUPED.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. MY LAST QUESTION, 

THE CHALLENGES OUT IN THE FIELD, I'M CURIOUS AS TO THE 

PHILOSOPHY AS TO WHAT I GENERALLY CHARACTERIZE AS A 

TEMPORARY FIX VERSUS SORT OF A PERMANENT FIX. THAT 

IS, SOME OF THE DAMAGE THAT I SAW, TELEPHONE OR 

POWER POLES SNAPPED IN TWO AND DOWNED WIRES. IS 

THERE A PHILOSOPHY THAT YOU GO IN AND PERHAPS GET 

SOMEBODY'S ELECTRIC BACK UP WITHIN HOURS IN THEORY, 

BUT KNOWING YOU'RE PROBABLY GOING TO HAVE TO GO 

BACK IN A FEW DAYS LATER, MAYBE EVEN WEEKS LATER TO 

GO DO A MORE SUBSTANTIAL, LONGER TERM FIX? IS THAT 

PART OF THIS CHALLENGE OR DO YOU JUST ESSENTIALLY 

GO IN AND TRY TO DO THE MORE PERMANENT FIX AS PART 

OF THE EMERGENCY RESPONSE?  

NO. WE WILL DO SOME THAT ARE TEMPORARY, THAT WILL 



REQUIRE US TO GO BACK AND DO SOME REWIRING OR 

PERMANENT FIXING IN THE INTEREST OF GETTING POWER 

IMMEDIATELY BACK TO OUR CUSTOMERS. TO THE EXTENT 

THAT A LINE IS DOWN OR ENTIRE CIRCUITS, THERE'S NOT 

MUCH YOU CAN DO EXCEPT FIX IT PERMANENTLY WHILE 

YOU'RE OUT THERE. BUT IF THERE'S SOMETHING THAT IS -- 

THAT OUR FIELD CREWS ESTIMATE THEY CAN VERY QUICKLY 

RESTORE POWER WITH, THEY'LL DO THAT.  

AND THAT'S WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF SAFETY OBVIOUSLY. 

THERE'S CERTAIN INTERIM AND TEMPORARY FIXES THAT WE 

WOULDN'T DO BECAUSE IT WOULD POSE SAFETY ISSUES 

OUT THERE THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE, BUT OUTSIDE OF 

THAT PARAMETER, WE DID DO SOME INTERIMS AND MORE 

TEMPORARY FIXES.  

SAFETY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: SO AS I ANTICIPATE, THE TREE TRIMMING 

POLICY, PROCEDURES, COMING THROUGH THE LAND USE 

AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE AND ULTIMATELY 

HAVING SORT OF THE POLICY DISCUSSION ABOUT THAT 

PHILOSOPHY, I PRESUME THERE IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

HAVE A SLIGHTLY EXPANDED DEBATE OR ANALYSIS THAT 

WOULD INCLUDE THINGS LIKE CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES 

AND THE SIZE, SCALE, HEIGHT OF POLES AND ESSENTIALLY 

IN THEORY IF WIRES ARE 20 FEET TALLER, THEY'RE 

PROBABLY SLIGHTLY LESS LIKELY TO BE IMPACTED BY 

LIMBS, THAT SORT OF DEBATE. SO I TRUST IN ADDITION TO 

THE GOOD COMMUNICATION OPPORTUNITIES THAT WE'VE 

IDENTIFIED, THEN THE OBVIOUS NATURE OF THE TREE 

TRIMMING POLICY, THERE MIGHT EVEN BE SORT OF A THIRD 

LEG OF THIS STOOL, WHICH WOULD BE THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE ITSELF.  

THAT RELIGIOUS IS IN THE -- THAT RECOMMENDATION IS IN 

THE REPORT AND WE INTEND TO EVALUATE THAT. THE 

TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS DID NOT SUFFER ANY DAMAGE AT 

ALL. IN FACT, IT PERFORMED REMARKABLY WELL.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? MAYOR PRO 

TEM.  



Thomas: YES, MR. GARZA. IN THE AREA THAT IT WAS 

AFFECTED, LIKE TARRYTOWN, AND I KNOW YOU HAD 

TRANSMITTERS AND POLES. THOSE POLES ARE ON LINE?  

IT'S THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM THAT ARE ON POLES AND 

ARE IMPACTED BY TREES. THE TREE BRANCH DOES NOT 

HAVE TO TOPPLE, IT SIMPLY HAS TO GO IN AND BASICALLY 

SHORT-CIRCUIT THAT PART OF THE CIRCUIT OUT AND IT 

TRIPS. THE SYSTEM IS DESIGNED TO CLOSE ITSELF DOWN 

BEFORE ANY DAMAGE, POTENTIAL DAMAGE IS DONE. SO 

SOME OF THOSE ARE PRETTY SIMPLE TO FIX, BUT THE ONES 

THAT ACTUALLY FALL WIND UP CAUSING DAMAGE BECAUSE 

AS THEY FALL ON THE LINES, SOMETIMES THEY BRING THE 

POLES DOWN ALSO.  

Thomas: IN THE NEAR FUTURE, TARRYTOWN AND OTHER 

AREAS IN AUSTIN THAT HAVE THE SAME SYSTEM, BUT THE 

NEWER AREAS THAT ARE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, WHAT 

ARE THE NEAR FUTURES FOR THOSE? I KNOW THAT'S A 

GREAT COST, BUT WHAT ARE THE NEAR FUTURE COST OF 

CHANGING THOSE OUT TO MAYBE UNDERGROUND? ARE 

THEY A GOOD CANDIDATES IN TARRYTOWN TO MOVE THOSE 

LINES UNDERGROUND OR NOT?  

THEY'RE PROBABLY ALL CANDIDATES, BUT REALLY IT'S 

MORE A MATTER OF COST. ROUGHLY -- AND IT'S JUST A 

ROUGH NUMBER. IT'S PROBABLY ABOUT A MILLION DOLLARS 

A MILE TO BURY LINES. AND IT DEPENDS ON THE 

CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE THERE'S PRICE THERE AND YOU 

CAN EVEN FIT IT UNDERGROUND. IT'S VERY, VERY 

EXPENSIVE TO DO. WE HAVE ESTIMATED THE ENTIRE CITY IN 

THE BILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO DO. SO WE NEED TO LOOK 

FOR SOLUTIONS THAT ARE WITHIN OUR MEANS, BUT WILL 

RESULT IN A RELIABLE SYSTEM IN THE END. AND ONE OF 

THE SOLUTIONS WE'LL BE LOOKING AT IS SIMPLY TALLER 

POLES, MORE FREQUENT TREE TRIMMING AS IN THE 

REPORT, GROWTH RETARDERS IN THE REPORT. THERE'S A 

NUMBER OF APPROACHES THAT WE NEED TO LOOK AT 

MORE CAREFULLY. WE ALL UNDERSTAND THAT THE URBAN 

FOREST IS ONE OF THE THINGS THAT MAKES AUSTIN AS 

BEAUTIFUL AS IT IS.  



Thomas: ALSO, THE COST, YOU SAID 1.8 MILLION?  

JUST FOR THIS EVENT.  

Thomas: YOUR OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE, DO WE PAY FOR THAT 

OR IT'S VOLUNTARY WHEN ANOTHER COMPANY COMES IN?  

THAT'S INCLUDED, YES.  

Thomas: THAT'S INCLUDED? I JUST THINK COST FACTOR, I 

KNOW WE HAVE TO BE PRUDENT IN SPENDING MONEY, BUT 

IF WE CAN IN THE NEAR FUTURE, MAYBE CERTAIN AREAS 

CAN BE TAKEN CARE OF A LITTLE BIT AT A TIME SO THAT WE 

WOULDN'T HAVE TO -- BECAUSE IF YOU CONTINUE, WE HAVE 

A STORM LARGER THAN WHAT WE HAD -- AND THIS WAS A 

LARGE STORM. MAYBE IN THE NEAR FUTURE WE CAN 

CONSIDER SOME OF THOSE AREAS THAT WERE AFFECTED 

BECAUSE IN THAT PARTICULAR AREA, TARRYTOWN, THERE 

ARE A LOT OF TREES AND SO I THINK IT'S SOMETHING THAT 

WE MIGHT LOOK AT.  

JUST AS AN ASIDE, WE WERE VISITED THIS WEEK BY UTILITY 

FROM FLORIDA, AND I WAS VERY PROUD BECAUSE THEY 

CAME TO US, THEY WERE LOOKING AT UTILITIES TO MODEL 

THEMSELVES AFTER. SO I MENTIONED OUR TREE PROBLEM. 

AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION SAID, CAREFUL 

WHAT YOU WISH FOR. ALL SYSTEMS HAVE THEIR PROBLEMS. 

IN THEIR CASE, WHEN THE TREES TOPPLE OVER, 

SOMETIMES THE ROOTS UP END THE UNDERGROUND CABLE 

AND IT'S MORE DIFFICULT -- IT TAKES MORE TIME TO FIX. 

AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT. AN UNDERGROUND SYSTEM IS 

MUCH MORE RELIABLE, BUT WHEN IT BREAKS, IT'S MORE 

DIFFICULT TO FIND THE BREAK AND THEN IT'S MORE 

DIFFICULT TO DO THE REPAIR. IT TAKES A LITTLE BIT 

LONGER. ALL SYSTEMS HAVE THEIR GIVE AND TAKES. 

THEY'RE MUCH MORE RELIABLE, MORE THAN 50% OF OUR 

SYSTEM ALREADY IS UNDERGROUND. ALL THE NEW 

SUBDIVISIONS ARE BEING BUILT WITH UNDERGROUND 

SERVICE.  

Thomas: OKAY. WE COMMEND YOUR STAFF AND ESPECIALLY 

THE CREW THAT HAD TO WORK IN THOSE SITUATIONS FOR 



THEIR HARD WORK.  

I'M VERY PROUD OF THEM. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH. I THINK THAT SOMETHING THAT JUAN AND I 

AS CORPUS CHRISTI GUYS KNOW FIRSTHAND AND CAN TELL 

YOU IS THAT TO TELL YOU HOW UNUSUAL THIS STORM WAS 

YOU CAN TELL CITIES LIKE CORPUS CHRISTI THAT HAVE 

LOTS OF BIG HIGH WIND STORMS BECAUSE THEY DON'T 

HAVE MANY TREES AROUND. CITIES THAT HAVE FREQUENT 

WIND STORMS, THERE ARE NOT MANY MATURE TREES 

AROUND. AUSTIN IS FILLED WITH MATURE 50-YEAR-OLD 

TREES AND THAT TELLS YOU WHAT A FREAK STORM THIS 

WAS. AND IT'S A GOOD LESSON, WE GOT A GOOD -- WE'RE 

LEARNING SOME IMPORTANT LESSONS ON HOW TO DO AN 

IMPORTANT JOB IN THE FUTURE ON KNOWLEDGE RESPONSE 

ON A BROAD SCALE. WE SHOULD NOT FORGET THAT WHEN A 

HURRICANE EFFECTIVELY HITS THE CORE OF YOUR CITY 

WITH NO WARNING, THAT'S A HARD DANG THING TO BE 

PREPARED FOR BECAUSE IT DOESN'T HAPPEN VERY OFTEN. 

THE OTHER THING IS I REALLY APPRECIATE THE MAYOR PRO 

TEM'S QUESTIONS ABOUT OPPORTUNITIES TO LOOK AT 

DIFFERENT WAYS TO MAKE SURE THAT THE TREE LIMBS AND 

THE LINES ARE NOT NEXT TO EACH OTHER. AND THAT'S THE 

WHOLE TRICK, RIGHT? WHETHER IT'S TREE TRIMMING OR 

MOVING THE POLES OR BURYING THE LINES, THE TRICK IS 

TO MAKE SURE, IT SEEMS PRETTY OBVIOUS, MAKE SURE 

THAT THE LINES AND THE TREE LIMBS ARE NOT NEXT TO 

EACH OTHER. AND THERE ARE DIFFERENT WAYS TO DO IT. 

SO ONE OF THE THINGS THIS COUNCIL HAS ALREADY 

APPROVED, AND I THINK WE LOOK PRETTY FORESIGHTFUL 

NOW, IS THAT ABOUT THREE MONTHS AGO WE APPROVED 

DURING A NATIONAL COMPETITION USING PREVIOUSLY 

APPROPRIATED DOLLARS TO FIND THE MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE WAY TO PROTECT TREES, PROTECT POWER 

LINES AND RELIABILITY AND THERE'S GOING TO BE A 

COMPETITION WITH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPE 

ARCHITECTS, PLANNERS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, TO FIND THE 

MOST EFFECTIVE MODEL. I DO THINK IT IS PROBABLY 

FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE NOT TO EMBARK ON ANY KIND OF -- 

AND IT PAINS ME TO SAY THIS, BUT WE PROBABLY SHOULD 



NOT BE EMBARKING ON ANY KIND OF LINE BURYING 

PROGRAM UNTIL WE HAVE THE RESULTS COME IN FROM 

THIS NATIONAL COMPETITION HERE IN THE COURSE OF THE 

NEXT YEAR. AND THEN WHEN WE DO I THINK WHAT WE'RE 

GOING TO FIND IS HAVING VERY INTERESTING, INNOVATIVE 

AND COST EFFECTIVE SO THAT WE CAN DO OUR JOB OF 

PROTECTING OUR URBAN FOREST, PROTECTING OUR 

RELIABILITY OF OUR SYSTEM. WHEN WE WERE IN NEW YORK 

AT THE BOND RATING AGENCIES, THE FACT THAT WE HAD A 

RELIABLE SYSTEM WAS A MAJOR FACTOR IN THE FACT THAT 

WE HAD ALL OF OUR BOND RATINGS UPGRADED. BUT THE 

FINAL THING IS I'M GOING TO ECHO WHAT THE MAYOR AND 

THE MAYOR PRO TEM SAID TO JUAN, YOUR CREWS DID A 

GREAT JOB. THEY BUSTED THEIR TAILS, WORKED VERY 

HARD. IT'S EVEN HARDER WHEN YOU HAVE A HURRICANE HIT 

AND HAVE THREE MORE STORMS HIT THE NEXT THREE 

NIGHTS. SO I REALLY APPRECIATE HOW HARD EVERYBODY 

WORKED.  

I'LL CARRY THE MESSAGE BACK TO THEM.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: THE E-MAILS I GOT RAN THREE TO ONE IN FAVOR 

OF ALL OF THE GOOD WORK THAT AUSTIN ENERGY DID. THE 

CITIZENS OUT THERE WERE VERY COMPLIMENTARY. THEY 

REALIZED THAT IN MANY, MANY INSTANCES THE EMPLOYEES 

WERE RISKING THEIR LIVES TO TRY TO GET THAT POWER 

BACK ON. SO I JUST WANTED YOU TO PASS THAT ALONG TO 

ALL YOUR STAFF AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WORKED WITH 

YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GARZA. FURTHER QUESTIONS, 

COMMENTS? THANK YOU, MR. GARZA, CITY MANAGER. SO 

COUNCIL, THAT TAKES US JUST PAST OUR 4:00 O'CLOCK 

BREAK FOR ZONING HEARINGS AND APPROVAL OF 

ORDINANCES AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS. BEFORE I 

WELCOME MR. GUERNSEY, I GUESS TECHNICALLY I NEED TO 

READ INTO THE RECORD A COUPLE OF CHANGES TO THIS 

WEEK'S POSTED AGENDA. QUICKLY THOSE ARE, ITEM 47, 

THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ITEM 47 WE SHOULD NOTE THAT 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION'S ACTION WAS TO GRANT 

GENERAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES MIXED USE CONDITIONAL 



OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN OR CS-MU-CO-NP 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. ON THE PUBLIC HEARING 

ITEM 52, WE NEED TO INSERT THE WORD CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY FOLLOWING CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCE. AND 

THEREFORE IT WOULD BE SF-6-CO COMBINING DISTRICT. ON 

ITEM 55, PUBLIC HEARING WHICH SHOULD NOTE THAT A 

VALID PETITION HAS BEEN FILED IN OPPOSITION OF THAT 

ZONING REQUEST. AND ON ITEM NUMBER 58 IN THE PUBLIC 

HEARING, AGAIN, A NOTATION THAT A VALID PETITION HAS 

BEEN FILED IN OPPOSITION. AND WITH THAT I'LL WELCOME 

MR. GREG GUERNSEY.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. LET ME PROCEED TO 

THE ZONING ORDINANCES AND RIKTS. THE FIRST ITEMS I'LL 

READ YOU WILL BE ITEMS THAT ARE CLOSED AND OFFERED 

FOR CONSENT. THE FIRST ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 43, CASE C-

14-06-0028, THIS IS FOR A PROPERTY AT THE LOCATION OF 

1700 SMITH ROAD FROM INDUSTRIAL PARK OR 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN OR IP-NP COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING TO LIMITED INDUSTRIAL SERVICES CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN OR LI-CO-NP COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING. THIS IS READY FOR SECOND AND THIRD 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 44 IS CASE C-14-06-0009 FOR THE 

PROPERTY AT 1213 NOONING. THIS IS A REQUEST FOR MF-4-

NP ZONING TO FAMILY RESIDENCE NEIGHBORHOOD 

CONSERVATION NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN, SF-3-NCCD NP 

ZONING. THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON ALL 3D 

READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 45 IS CASE C-14-05-0015 FOR THE 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1804 FORT VIEW ROAD. THIS IS A 

REZONING REQUEST FROM LR OR NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT ZONING TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL LR DISTRICT ZONING AND FAMILY RESIDENCE 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE APPLICANT HAS AMEND THEIR 

REQUEST TO ONLY ASK FOR FAMILY RESIDENCE OR SF-3 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION IN 

THIS AREA DOES NOT ACTIVELY OPPOSE THIS REZONING 

REQUEST, BUT ALSO DOES NOT SUPPORT THE SF-3 ZONING. 

IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THEY WOULD NOT BE PRESENT 

THIS AFTERNOON REGARDING THIS ITEM AND WE CAN 

OFFER THIS FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON SECOND READING 

ONLY. AND THEN WE WOULD PREPARE AN ORDINANCE THAT 

WOULD BE FOR THE SF-3 ZONING. ITEM NUMBER 46 IS CASE 



C-14-05-0171. THIS IS FOR THE PROPERTIES LOAKD AT 301 

WEST SLAUGHTER LANE, 9501 SOUTH FIRST STREET. AND 

THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM INTERIM RURAL 

RESIDENCE DISTRICT ZONING, LIMITED OFFICE CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING AND GENERAL 

COMMERCIAL SERVICES CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING TO THE FOLLOWING: TO ZONE TRACTS 1 

AND 2 TO COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL MIXED USE 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. FOR 

TRACT 3 TO REZONE THIS PROPERTY TO TOWNHOUSE 

CONDOMINIUM OR SF-6 ZONING. FOR TRACT 4, THIS IS A 

REZONING REQUEST TO TOWNHOUSE CONDOMINIUM 

RESIDENCE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR SF-6 COMBINING 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE APPLICANT HAS ACTUALLY COME 

BACK IN AND YOU HAVE AN AMENDED ORDINANCE ON THE 

DAIS TO GO BACK TO ORIGINAL REQUEST THEY HAD FOR SF-

4-A OR SINGLE-FAMILY SMALL LOT RESIDENTIAL ZONING. 

THIS IS ACTUALLY MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN WHAT COUNCIL 

APPROVED ON FIRST READING. STAFF HAS NO OBJECTION 

TO THIS MODIFIED REQUEST TO GOING BACK TO MORE 

RESTRICTIVE ZONING, BUT THAT'S JUST FOR TRACT 4. FOR 

TRACT 5, THE REZONING REQUEST WOULD BE FOR 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL OVERLAY DISTRICT 

ZONING, AND THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON 

SECOND AND THIRD READINGS. AND WHAT STAFF WOULD 

SUGGEST WOULD BE THE AMENDED REQUEST THE 

APPLICANT MADE ON TRACT 34 FOR SF-4-A ZONING. AND 

THAT CONCLUDES THE CONSENT ITEMS FOR WHERE THE 

ITEMS HAVE BEEN CLOSED. FOR PUBLIC HEARING.  

Mayor Wynn: OUR CONSENT AGENDA ON THESE CASES THAT 

WE'VE ALREADY CONDUCTED THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 

TAKEN ACTION ON AT LEAST FIRST READING WILL BE TO 

APPROVE ON SECOND AND THIRD READING ITEMS 43 AND 44, 

TO APPROVE ON SECOND READING ONLY THE AMENDED 

APPLICATION, ITEM 45 OF SF-3 ZONING ONLY. AGAIN, 

SECOND READING ONLY. AND THEN TO APPROVE ITEM 46 ON 

SECOND AND THIRD READING THEIR AMENDED REQUEST, 

INCLUDING THE SF-4-A DESIGNATION. QUESTIONS, 

COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I'M SORRY, I HAD BEEN OFF THE DAIS. ON ITEM 46 

I KNOW THERE HAD BEEN A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS ABOUT 



ALLOWING AN INTERNAL CIRCULATION ROUTE DRIVE TO 

CONNECT TO SOUTH FIRST STREET AND A QUESTION ABOUT 

WHETHER THERE'S GOING TO BE SOME LIMITATIONS ON 

DENSITY ALONG SLAUGHTER LANE. DID WE GET THAT 

WORKED OUT? MR. GUERNSEY, COULD YOU TELL US?  

WELL, THE ITEMS ON THIS CASE HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED AS 

FAR AS THE TRANSPORTATION. THEY HAVE -- WE HAVE A 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT FOR THE TRAFFIC IMPACT 

ANALYSIS, RESIKTS THE CERTAIN TURNING MOVEMENTS 

THAT I THINK WAS DISCUSSED AT FIRST READING, SO I'M 

NOT AWARE OF ANY ADDITIONAL ISSUES THAT MA. YOU MAY 

WANT TO ADDRESS THE APPLICANT AND THE APPLICANT'S 

AGENT ARE HERE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FOR THEM, 

BUT I THINK ALL THE ISSUES HAVE BEEN RESOLVED AND 

THIS CAN REMAIN ON CONSENT.  

McCracken: I JUST HAD A CONCERN THAT THE STAFF 

POSITION HAD EFFECTIVELY BEEN TO KIND OF LIMIT THE 

OPPORTUNITY FOR MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT, FOR 

INSTANCE, ALONG SLAUGHTER LANE. IF THE APPLICANT IS 

FINE, IT'S NOT A BIG DEAL. I RECALL THERE WERE SOME -- 

MAYBE RICHARD, IF YOU COULD CLARIFY IT FOR US.  

MAYOR, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, I'M RICHARD SUTTLE 

ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT. WE'RE FINE WITH THE LAND 

USES THE WAY THEY WORKED OUT. THEY WERE PASSED ON 

FIRST READING. THE ISSUE WAS WHETHER THERE'S A LIGHT 

AT ONE OF OUR INTERNAL DRIVES ON SLAUGHTER, AND 

WE'RE STILL ASKING FOR THE LIGHT AND WOULD LOVE ANY 

ENCOURAGEMENT WE COULD GET FROM YOU OR ANYBODY 

ELSE TO LET US HAVE THE LIGHT EVEN THOUGH IT DOESN'T 

QUITE MEET THE SPACING REQUIREMENTS, BUT AS FAR AS 

THE ZONING AND THE LAND USE GOES, WE'RE 

COMFORTABLE WITH THE WAY THE ORDINANCE IS NOW AS 

AMENDED ON TRACT 4.  

McCracken: I THINK ONE CLARIFICATION TOO IS BECAUSE 

THIS IS A TRACT LARGER THAN THREE ACRES IT WOULD 

QUALIFY FOR THE VMU OVERLAY. SO I WOULD TO MAKE 

SURE THAT WHATEVER WE DO IN THIS ACTION DOES NOT 

LIMIT THE ABILITY OF THIS TRACT TO DEVELOP WITH THE 

GREATER DENSITIES THAT ARE AVAILABLE UNDER THE VMU 



OVERLAY AND DESIGN STANDARDS. IS THAT YOUR 

UNDERSTANDING, GREG?  

IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THIS TRACT WOULD NOT BE 

LIMITED. IT'S CURRENTLY NOT IN A NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLANNING AREA.  

McCracken: THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO BRING TAX 

BASE TO AN AREA THAT'S UNDERSERVED FOR COMMERCIAL 

PURPOSES. SO I WANT TO MAKE SURE WE HAVE THE ABILITY 

TO MAXIMIZE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR TAX BASE AND 

DENSITY IN THIS AREA. THANKS A LOT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? 

IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION FOR THE PROPOSED 

CONSENT AGENDA. MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: IS 47 A PART OF THAT AS WELL FOR 

POSTPONEMENT? OR IS THAT SOMETHING TOTALLY 

DIFFERENT?  

Mayor Wynn: NO. WE WILL BE CONDUCTING OR PROPOSED TO 

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 47. THIS IS 43 THROUGH 46.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF FIVE 

TO ZERO WITH COUNCILMEMBERS KIM AND THE MAYOR PRO 

TEM TEMPORARILY OFF THE DAIS.  

THANK YOU. LET ME THEN CONTINUE ON TO OUR PUBLIC 

HEARING ITEMS. THESE ARE ITEMS THAT ARE DESIGNATED 

ON THE AGENDA WITH CAPITAL LETTERS PH BEHIND THEM. 

THE FIRST ITEM IS ITEM NUMBER 47, CASE C-14-05-0024 

FORKED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1101 WEST LYNN STREET. 



THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING TO 

GENERAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES MIXED USE CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING. STAFF IS REQUESTING A POSTPONEMENT OF THIS 

ITEM TO JUNE EIGHTH TO BRING THIS BACK WITH A 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN AMENDMENT THAT CAN BE 

PRESENTED TO YOU SIMULTANEOUS WITH THIS ITEM. SO ON 

ITEM NUMBER 47, THAT'S A STAFF REQUESTED 

POSTPONEMENT TO JUNE 28. ITEM NUMBER 48 IS IN THE 

NORTH AUSTIN CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN. 

AREA AND IS AN AMENDMENT TO THE AUSTIN TOMORROW 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO AMEND THE FUTURE LAND USE 

MAP FROM SINGLE-FAMILY TO MIXED USE/OFFICE 

DESIGNATION FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1601 

KRAMER LANE. THE PLANNING COMMISSION DID MAKE 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THIS PLAN AMENDMENT. IT'S ALSO 

RELATED TO ITEM 49, AND LET ME READ THAT IN BRIEFLY. 

IT'S CASE C-14-06-0022 FOR THE SAME PROPERTY AT 1601 

KRAMER LANE. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM 

TOWNHOUSE CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCE NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLAN TO LIMITED OFFICE MIXED USE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY 

COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

ALSO RECOMMENDED THIS REZONING REQUEST, SO ITEMS 

NUMBER 48 AND 49 BOTH RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION ARE READY ON ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM 

NUMBER 50 IS CASE C 814-99-0001.05 FOR AVERY RANCH 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT NUMBER FIVE FOR THE 

PROPERTY ON AVERY RANCH BOULEVARD AT PARMER LANE 

AND 10500 AVERY CLUB DRIVE. THIS IS A RESIGNING 

REQUEST FROM INTERIM RURAL RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

ZONING TO PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT ZONING. 

THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION IS 

TO GRANT THE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

ZONING AND THIS IS READY FOR CONSENT APPROVAL ON 

ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 51 IS CASE C-14-R-82-

006-RCT. THIS IS FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 13553 

RESEARCH BOULEVARD. THIS IS A RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 

TERMINATION REQUEST. THE STAFF IS REQUESTING A 

POSTPONEMENT OF THIS ITEM TO JUNE 22nd TO FINALIZE 

LEGAL DOCUMENTS. THAT'S ITEM NUMBER 51, A 

POSTPONEMENT TO JUNE 22nd. ITEM NUMBER 52 IS CASE C-



14-06-0021 FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8804 NORTH RM 

620. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM GENERAL OFFICE 

OR G.O. DISTRICT ZONING TO TOWNHOUSE CONDOMINIUM 

RESIDENCE OR SF-6 DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED THE SF-6 ZONING 

WITH THE CONDITIONAL OVERLAY AND THIS IS READY FOR 

ALL THREE READINGS. ITEM NUMBER 53 IS CASE C-14-06-

0042. THIS IS FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3808 

SPICEWOOD SPRINGS ROAD FOR A REZONING REQUEST 

FROM NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL OR LR DISTRICT 

ZONING TO COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY OR GR-CO COMBINING DISTRICT ZONING. THE 

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED THIS 

REZONING REQUEST FOR COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY OR GR-CO COMBINING DISTRICT 

ZONING. IT'S READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS, NOTING 

THAT THERE WERE 25 PROHIBITED USES THAT ARE LISTED 

IN YOUR BACKUP. ITEM NUMBER 54 IS CASE C-14-06-0012, 505 

DEEP EDDY. THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM FAMILY 

RESIDENCE OR SF-3 DISTRICT ZONING TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

OFFICE OR NO DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED DENIAL OF THE N.O. 

ZONING. I UNDERSTAND THERE MAY BE A REQUEST FROM 

COUNCIL TO POSTPONE THIS. I'VE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH 

THE NEW AGENT, JOHN JOSEPH, WITH REGARDS TO THIS 

CASE, AND HE INDICATED TO ME THAT THERE WAS A 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING THAT WOULD TAKE PLACE 

SOMETIME EARLY NEXT WEEK. I THINK THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS THIS IF YOU SO DESIRE THIS 

EVENING.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: ON ITEM NUMBER 54, THE PROPERTY OWNER HAS 

CHANGED AGENTS AND THEY ARE REQUESTING A WEEK IN 

ORDER TO GET UP TO SPEED ON THIS PROJECT. AND IN 

ADDITION, THERE'S A VALID PETITION, AND WE HAVE ONE OF 

OUR COUNCILMEMBERS NOT HERE, SO I WOULD REQUEST 

AT LEAST A ONE WEEK DELAY.  

OKAY. THAT WOULD BE A POSTPONEMENT TO 5-25.  



Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I REMEMBER A LENGTHY DISCUSSION ON 

POSTPONEMENTS LAST TIME, AND I BELIEVE WE KNEW WE 

WERE GOING TO HAVE -- GOING TO BE SHORT ONE 

COUNCILMEMBER, BUT WE POSTPONED IT TO THIS DATE 

ANYWAY, SO I GUESS I'M WONDERING WHO REQUESTED THE 

LAST POSTPONEMENT AND WHO IS REQUESTING THIS 

POSTPONEMENT?  

THE LAST POSTPONEMENT REQUEST WAS MADE ON BEHALF 

OF THE PROPERTY OWNER, BY THEIR AGENT, LUCY GALA 

HAN. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE NEW AGENT IS MR. JOHN 

JOSEPH. THE LAST REQUEST WAS MADE BY THE APPLICANT 

AGO AGENT AT THE TIME.  

Alvarez: OKAY. IF WE'RE GOING TO CONSIDER 

POSTPONEMENT, I WANT TO HEAR FROM BOTH SIDES ON 

THIS.  

Mayor Wynn: WHY DON'T WE GO THROUGH THE PROPOSED 

CONSENT AGENDA AND COME BACK TO THIS ITEM AND 

LIKELY HEAR FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD INTEREST TO THE 

ADDITIONAL POSTPONEMENT REQUEST.  

MAYOR, WE'LL NOTE THAT THERE IS A RELATED ITEM ON 

YOUR AGENDA, ITEM NUMBER 28, THAT IS THE APPROVAL OF 

AN ORDINANCE WAIVING DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS TO 

ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF A DUPLEX AT THIS SAME 

ADDRESS, AND IF YOU -- IF THE COUNCIL DOES GO 

FORWARD TO ACT FAVORABLY ON THE POSTPONEMENT 

REQUEST, STAFF�� WOULD SUGGEST YOU ALSO POSTPONE 

THE WAIVER REQUEST.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY.  

ON ITEM NUMBER 55, THAT IS A DISCUSSION ITEM AND IT'S 

CASE C 814-89-0006.03 THAT WILL BE A DISCUSSION ITEM. 

ITEM NUMBER 56 IS CASE C-14-05-0176 FOR PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 11801 BLOCK OF DESSAU ROAD. A TRACT 

ACROSS THE STREET IS A RELATED ITEM, ITEM 57, CASE C-

14-05-0177. THIS IS THE SHROPSHIRE DESSAU RETAIL TRACT 

NUMBER 2 LOCATED IN THE 1100 BLOCK OF DESSAU ROAD. 



BOTH OF THOSE ITEMS 56 AND 57 ARE DISCUSSION ITEMS. 

ITEM 58 IS CASE C-14-06-0013 KNOWN AS THE PAVILION 

CONDOMINIUMS LOCATED AT 11819 PAVILION BOULEVARD. 

THIS IS A REZONING REQUEST FROM GR DISTRICT ZONING 

TO MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE. HIGHEST DENSITY MF-6 

DISTRICT ZONING. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDED DENIAL OF THE MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

HIGHEST DENSITY OR MF-6 DISTRICT ZONING. I'LL NOTE 

THAT THIS ONE HAS A RECENTLY SUBMITTED PETITION OF 

25.52% AND I UNDERSTAND THAT COUNCIL MAY ALSO WISH 

TO POSTPONE THIS ITEM POSSIBLY TO JUNE 8TH. STAFF 

DOES NOT HAVE A POSTPONEMENT LETTER REQUEST IN 

HAND FROM EITHER THE APPLICANT OR THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLEY?  

Dunkerley: THIS HAS A VALID PETITION?  

IT HAS A VALID PETITION AS WELL.  

Dunkerley: I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A POSTPONEMENT OF 

ABOUT TWO WEEKS IF WE COULD. THIS OWNER HAS 

CHANGED THE ORIENTATION OF THIS PROJECT AND I'VE 

ASKED THEM TO GET WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD AGAIN AND 

ON GO OVER THE CHANGES TO THE DESIGN AND TO THE 

SITE PLAN THAT THEY'RE PROPOSING AT THIS TIME. I THINK 

THEY HAVE A MEETING SCHEDULED ON NEXT MONDAY OR 

TUESDAY TO GO OVER THIS. SO MY REQUEST WOULD BE TO 

GIVE THEM ABOUT TWO WEEKS. AND I BELIEVE THAT WE'LL 

HAVE A FULL COUNCIL TATTOO.  

Mayor Wynn: SO TECHNICALLY WE DON'T MEET TWO WEEKS 

FROM NOW. WE MEET NEXT WEEK, WE'VE OFF THE FIRST OF 

JUNE -- SO JUNE EIGHTH.  

Dunkerley: THAT WOULD BE GREAT. BUT THIS IS ONE WHERE I 

THINK THE ACTUAL USE OF THE PROJECT, THE SENIOR 

CONDOS, IS REALLY A VERY GOOD THING FOR THAT 

LOCATION BECAUSE I THINK IT PRODUCES PROBABLY LESS 

TRAFFIC THAN ALMOST ANYTHING ELSE THEY COULD PUT IN 

THAT LOCATION. I THINK THERE IS CONCERN ABOUT THE 



HEIGHT AND I THINK IF THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND THE 

DEVELOPER WOULD GIVE IT ONE MORE TRY AND SEE IF 

THERE'S ANY ROOM FOR COMPROMISE, TO SEE IF THIS CAN 

MOVE FORWARD. SO I'D APPRECIATE THAT. AND I 

APPRECIATE THE NEIGHBORHOOD AGREEING TO MEET WITH 

THE DEVELOPER ONCE AGAIN AND I APPRECIATE THE 

DEVELOPER AGREEING TO GET WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

ONCE AGAIN. SO THANKS TO ALL OF THEM.  

Mayor Wynn: MR. GUERNSEY, REMIND ME, I BELIEVE THIS IS 

THE FIRST TIME THIS CASE HAS FORMALLY COME TO US, SO 

THERE HASN'T BEEN A POSTPONEMENT REQUEST PRIOR TO 

--  

THAT'S CORRECT. I'M NOT AWARE OF A POSTPONEMENT.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I GUESS I WANT TO KNOW, MY UNDERSTANDING 

IS THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE CONSENSUS ABOUT A 

POSTPONEMENT REQUEST, EITHER THERE HASN'T BEEN 

ONE BEFORE -- I'M FINE WITH THAT, IF THAT'S WHERE 

EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE, BUT I DON'T KNOW IF THAT IS -- 

WHO IT GETS CHARGED TO. BECAUSE I THINK THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD OPPOSES -- I THINK IF WE CHARGE THE 

POSTPONEMENT TO THE APPLICANT, THAT WOULD 

PROBABLY BE MY PREFERRED WAY TO GO ON SINCE THERE 

HAS BEEN NO REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT.  

Mayor Wynn: PERHAPS IF THE APPLICANT OR AGENT IS HERE 

ON ITEM 58 JUST TO CONFIRM THAT YOU'LL ACCEPT THE 

POSTPONEMENT REQUEST --  

THEY ARE HERE TO SPEAK TO THAT.  

MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM AND COUNCIL. MY NAME IS AMELIA 

LOPEZ PHELPS. AS RECENTLY AS YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 

WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

WE MET BRIEFLY WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

REPRESENTATIVE HERE AT CITY HALL AND IT WAS MY 

UNDERSTANDING THAT WE BOTH AGREED TO THE 

POSTPONEMENT WITH THE INTENT TO WORK IN GOOD FAITH 

IN HOPES TO REACH SOME TYPE OF AN AGREEMENT AS 



STATED EARLIER.  

McCracken: MY INFORMATION MAY BE OLD. CAN WE HEAR 

FROM MR. SHAVE SCHAEFER FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD? I 

DO WANT TO CONFIRM THAT THIS IS AN AGREED 

POSTPONEMENT. THAT WAS NOT MY UNDERSTANDING, BUT 

THAT MIGHT BE OUT OF DATE.  

WELCOME. MY NAME IS BRAD SCHAEFER. I REPRESENT RAIN 

TREE ESTATES, THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

IMMEDIATELY AJAY STOANT THE PROPERTY. MS. 

DUNKERLEY ASKED ME IF WE WOULD MEET WITH THE 

APPLICANT AGAIN, AND WE WILL.  

Mayor Wynn: THEN, I GUESS, COUNCILMEMBER --  

McCracken: BRAD, I GUESS THE QUESTION, I JUST WANT TO 

MAKE SURE THAT WE'RE ON THE SAME PAGE. IF IT'S 

CONSENT, I'M GREAT WITH IT, BUT IT WAS MY 

UNDERSTANDING THAT YOU DID NOT SUPPORT A 

POSTPONEMENT.  

THE PROBLEM WITH IT IS WE HAD A LOT OF PEOPLE COMING 

DOWN HERE, AND WE -- WE WENT AHEAD AND CALLED 

EVERYBODY OFF.  

McCracken: IT SOUNDS LIKE WE HAVE A CONSENT AND 

THAT'S GREAT. GOOD.  

Dunkerley: AND THEY MAY NOT BE ABLE TO REACH AN 

AGREEMENT BECAUSE OF THE SIGNIFICANT WAY IN THE 

WAY THE -- SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE WAY THE PROJECT 

WAS LAID OUT, I THOUGHT THEY NEEDED TIME AND THE 

OWNER NEEDED TIME TO SEE IF YOU COULDN'T REACH 

SOME CONSENSUS ON THE RIGHT ISSUE AND ALL OF THAT. I 

REALLY WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD GIVE IT ONE 

MORE SHOT.  

ABSOLUTELY.  

Dunkerley: THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: SO COUNCIL, WE WILL INCLUDE HERE IN A 



SECOND ON THE PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

POSTPONING ITEM 58 TO JUNE 8, 2006. IF WE CAN, WE'LL GO 

BACK TO ITEM 54, A PROPOSED PUBLIC HEARING 505 DEEP 

EDDY. IN EFFECT WE'RE HAVING OUR SECOND APPLICANT 

REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT, ALTHOUGH THIS RATIONALE 

BEING THAT THERE IS A NEW AGENT. I SAW BLAKE TOLLETTE 

HERE. IF YOU DON'T MIND GIVING US YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON 

THE POSTPONEMENT REQUEST.  

GOOD AFTERNOON, MY NAME IS BLAKE TOLLETTE. I'M HERE 

REPRESENTING WEST AUSTIN NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP. I 

WOULD HAVE TO BE -- I'M GOING TO BE VERY HONEST 

ABOUT THIS. WE DO NOT WANT A POSTPONEMENT HERE. 

WE'RE READY TO GO. I KNOW THAT -- WE ALSO ARE MINDFUL 

OF COUNCIL PRIVILEGE AND IF MS. DUNKERLEY WANTS US 

TO POSTPONE, THAT'S YOUR -- WE'RE UNDER A LOT OF 

STRESS HERE. THIS IS OUR SECOND TIME. AGAIN, WE'RE 

READY TO GO FORWARD. AND I'D LIKE TO PUT THIS UP ALSO. 

THE APPLICANT IS READY TO GO FORWARD. THEY'VE MADE 

BUSINESS CARDS WITH THIS ADDRESS, THEY'VE MOVED 

THEIR OFFICE FURNITURE INTO THIS BUILDING. I DON'T 

KNOW. AGAIN, IT'S KIND OF HARD FOR ME TO -- I DON'T WANT 

TO BE TOO MEAN OR FORCEFUL ABOUT THIS. WE'RE READY 

TO GO IS ALL I CAN SAY. AND IT'S -- THIS BRINGING IN A NEW 

REPRESENTATIVE, THEY'VE BEEN REPRESENTATIVE FOR 

THE LAST COUPLE OF WEEKS. WE'VE TALKED TO THEM AT 

THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. THEY SAID THEY WANT TO 

MEET WITH US, AND WE'RE VERY READY TO MEET WITH 

THEM. THEY HAVEN'T CONTACTED US. IT'S ANOTHER -- 

THEY'VE BEEN TRYING TO BREAK OUR PETITION. THEY'VE 

TAKEN ONE PERSON OFF THE PETITION THAT WE KNOW OF. 

WE'VE ADDED ONE. AGAIN, OUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS UNDER A 

LOT OF STRESS DOWN THERE. AND WE'RE READY TO -- 

AGAIN, I'M SORRY, WE ARE READY TO GO FORWARD. IT'S UP 

TO Y'ALL. THANK YOU. AND OF COURSE, AGAIN, THE 

AGREEMENT FROM LAST TIME WAS THAT WE WERE GOING 

TO BE THE FIRST READING, EVEN WITH SIX MEMBERS ON 

THE DAIS AND LEGAL STAFF WAS HERE. EVERYBODY WAS 

HERE. THAT WAS THE AGREEMENT. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO COUNCIL, OBVIOUSLY THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD ISN'T SUPPORTIVE OF THE SECOND 

REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, 



FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

WE HAVE A ZONING CASE AND WE HAVE A WAIVER THAT -- 

THAT EVEN IF GRANTED MIGHT NOT COMPLETELY ANSWER 

ALL OF THE QUESTIONS. IT'S EXTREMELY COMPLICATED AND 

I THINK THE PREMISE AND THE FRUSTRATION BY THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD IS BASED ON THEIR ASSUMPTION, THIS HAS 

BEEN SOME SORT OF COLLUSION, WITH OUR CURRENT 

OWNER AND THE BUILDER. WHAT I'M ASKING FOR IS TIME TO 

DEMONSTRATE TO YOU THAT THAT IS NOT THE CASE. I 

WOULD BE HUMILIATED IF I -- IF I ASKED FOR THIS REQUEST 

AND CAME TO ALL OF YOU -- ALL OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS 

AND LOOKED AT THE EVIDENCE THAT I HAD AND LAUGHED. I 

WOULD FEEL LIKE IT'S NOT -- I WOULDN'T DO IT. I'M TELLING 

YOU WHAT WE HAVE. WE WILL DEMONSTRATE THAT IT IS 

NOT. TO ANSWER BLAKE'S COMMENT, THERE MIGHT BE 

STUFF IN THE OFFICE BECAUSE THE BUILDER PROMISED IT 

WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THEM, USED AS A HOME OFFICE, 

HOME OCCUPANCY. THEY ARE NOW OUT OF OFFICE, NO 

OFFICE, THEY ARE HAVING TO STORE THEIR EQUIPMENT 

THERE. BLAKE HAS NO PICTURES OR NO EVIDENCE OF 

ANYONE USING THAT OFFICE AS AN OFFICE, THERE ARE 

NONE BECAUSE IT'S NOT BEING DONE. SO WHAT I WOULD 

ASK YOU IS FOR A WEEK SO I CAN MEET WITH YOU TO SHOW 

YOU THAT, WHAT WE HAVE, IF WE ARE WRONG, WE ARE 

WRONG NEXT WEEK. IF WE ARE RIGHT, WE HAVE GIVEN YOU 

VALUABLE INFORMATION, I THINK.  

Mayor Wynn: COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: YEAH, MAYOR, I WAS JUST -- I DON'T KNOW IF IT'S 

BEING USED AS A RESIDENCE, IS THERE A NEED FOR THE 

ZONING CHANGE? AGAIN I WANT TO GO BACK TO THE FACT 

THAT WE KNEW LAST TIME WHEN WE POSTPONED THIS THAT 

WE WERE GOING TO BE SHORT ONE COUNCILMEMBER AT -- 

YOU KNOW, I THINK OUT OF RESPECT FOR ALL OF THE 

PARTIES INVOLVED THAT WE GO FORWARD TODAY WITH 

THIS DISCUSSION. IT JUST SEEMS THAT THE ISSUES ARE 

WHAT THEY ARE. WE HAVE BEEN HEARING ABOUT THEM FOR 

SEVERAL MONTHS NOW. AND -- AND MAYBE THERE'S SOME 

OTHER INFORMATION THAT CAN BE SHARED. THAT WOULD 

CHANGE OUR MINDS. BUT UNTIL WE HAVE A PUBLIC 



HEARING, WE ARE NOT GOING TO KNOW IF THERE'S 

ANYTHING ELSE OUT THERE THAT WE HAVEN'T ALREADY 

HEARD. BUT THIS CASE HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR A LONG 

TIME.  

AGREED.  

Mayor Wynn: COMMENTS, OTHER THOUGHTS, QUESTIONS? 

COUNCIL -- WELL, SO, I GUESS THAT I WOULD -- THAT I 

WOULD ENTERTAIN -- WE NEED TO HAVE SOME DISCUSSION 

AND FRANKLY COME TO DECISION AS A COUNCIL ON THE 

POSTPONEMENT REQUEST ITEM NO. 54 BEFORE WE GO 

THROUGH THE PROCESS OF COMING UP WITH A CONSENT 

AGENDA. I WILL SAY BASED ON THE RELATIVELY LENGTHY 

DISCUSSION ABOUT A POSTPONEMENT THAT WE HAD LAST 

WEEK AND KNOWING THEN THAT WE WOULDN'T HAVE A FULL 

COUNCIL, RECOGNIZING THAT -- THAT WITH OR WITHOUT A 

VALID PETITION, ONE COULD -- COULD EITHER HAVE THE 

PUBLIC HEARING, CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, NOT TAKE 

ACTION, WE COULD -- WE COULD CONTINUE THE PUBLIC 

HEARING, WE COULD CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND TAKE 

ACTION TO -- LIKELY FIRST READING ONLY. I WOULD 

SUPPORT HAVING THE PUBLIC HEARING AND NOT -- NOT 

DELAYING THE CASE. IT MAY BE A VERY LENGTHY CASE 

WITH MANY MEETINGS, BUT IT'S OBVIOUSLY THE WILL OF 

THE COUNCIL. OTHER THOUGHTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: YOU KNOW I -- I WOULD NOT NORMALLY BE IN 

FAVOR OF A DELAY AND WHAT I KNOW OF THIS CASE, I THINK 

THEY PROBABLY HAVE AN ENORMOUSLY UPHILL CLIMB TO -- 

TO DEMONSTRATE THAT -- THAT THEIR ZONING REQUEST. 

SO THAT SAID I MEAN I DON'T -- THEY DO HAVE A NEW AGENT 

AND I THINK AS A MATTER OF PROFESSIONAL COURTESY 

THAT IT WOULD BE -- I THINK IT WOULD BE THE FAIRER 

THING TO DO TO GIVE A ONE-WEEK POSTPONEMENT. BASED 

ON THE FACT THIS THEY DO HAVE A NEW AGENT. I WANT TO 

MAKE SURE THAT THEY DO GET A FAIR CHANCE TO PRESENT 

THEIR SIDE TODAY OR NEXT WEEK.  

Mayor Wynn: OTHER THOUGHTS?  



Thomas: MAYOR?  

Mayor Wynn: MAYOR PRO TEM?  

Thomas: IN MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE BUILDING IS 

ALREADY UP, AM I RIGHT? THE MAJORITY OF THE BUILDING?  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL, IF I CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH SOME 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. THAT BUILDING IS UP, BUT A 

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY HAS NOT BEEN ISSUED AND IT 

IS NOT OCCUPIED.  

Thomas: WELL, I WILL GO ALONG WITH -- I BELIEVE THAT WE 

HAVE BEEN POSTPONING THE CASE, BUT TO BE FAIR AND 

HONEST TO THE APPLICANT, I MEAN THE OWNER AND HE 

HAS A NEW AGENT, I WOULD CONSIDER AT LEAST A WEEK 

TO POSTPONE BECAUSE IT GIVES HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

PRESENT HIS CASE, I THINK MR. JOSEPH MADE IT VERY 

CLEAR THAT IF HE'S WRONG, HE'S WRONG. IF HE'S RIGHT, 

HE'S RIGHT. I THINK THAT'S THE FAIR THING TO DO FOR AT 

LEAST ANOTHER WEEK.  

Mayor Wynn: MS. TERRY, SO THERE'S NOT A CERTIFICATE OF 

OCCUPANCY AND THERE'S ESSENTIALLY NOT THE 

LIKELIHOOD OF ONE BEING ISSUED IN THE IMMEDIATE 

FUTURE?  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. WELL, SO, OF THOSE COUNCILMEMBERS 

WHO HAVE SPOKEN, THE MAJORITY TENDS TO FAVOR THE -- 

A ONE-WEEK POSTPONEMENT. SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, 

THEN THAT WILL BE ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, ONE WEEK 

POSTPONEMENT OF ITEM 54.  

MAYOR, WE WOULD ALSO RECOMMEND THAT YOU ALSO 

POST POSTPONE THE OTHER AGENDA TEN, ITEM NO. 28, 

ALONG WITH THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO THEN COUNCIL OUR CONSENT 

AGENDA ON THESE PUBLIC HEARING ZONING CASES WILL 

BE, TO POSTPONE ITEM 47 TO JUNE 8th, 2006; TO CLOSE THE 

PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE ON ALL THREE READINGS, 



CASES 48, 49, AND 50, 51:00 P.M. TO JUNE -- 51 POSTPONE TO 

JUNE 22nd, ALL THREE READINGS CASES 52 AND 53, 

POSTPONE CASE 54 TO -- TO MAY 25th, 2006, THAT WILL BE 

THE -- I'M SORRY. AND --  

THE RELATED ITEM IS ITEM NO. 28, MAYOR.  

CORRECT. ALSO TO POSTPONE THE RELATED ITEM NO. 28, 

ALSO FOR ONE WEEK, TO MAY 25th, 2006, AND MY NOTES 

AREN'T CLEAR ABOUT CASE NUMBER 58. MR. GUERNSEY, 

REMIND ME OF THAT.  

ITEM NO. 58, I UNDERSTAND THAT THE COUNCIL HAS 

SUGGESTED POSTPONEMENT --  

WE DID HAVE A CONSENSUS TO POSTPONE THAT CASE TO 

JUNE 8th, 2006. THAT'S OUR CONSENT AGENDA. I WILL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION.  

Thomas: MOVE APPROVAL, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY THE MAYOR PRO TEM, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY TO APPROVE 

THE CONSENT AGENDA AS READ. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 6-0, WITH 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM OFF THE DAIS.  

Guernsey: THANK YOU, MAYOR, COUNCIL. LET ME GO ON TO 

THE DISCUSSION ITEM. OUR FIRST DISCUSSION ITEM IS ITEM 

NO. 55, THIS IS CASE C 814-89-0006.03. CANYON RIDGE P.U.D. 

AMENDMENT NUMBER 3 FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 

7300 F.M. 2222 AND 6500 AND 6508 JESTER BOULEVARD.  

Mayor Wynn: GOOD GUERNSEY, EXCUSE ME, I'M SORRY TO 

INTERRUPT. I'M QUICKLY SCANNING OUR SPEAKER SIGNUP 

ON THESE THREE DISCUSSION CASES, 55, 56, 57, 55 IN 

ROUND NUMBERS HAS A LITTLE OVER AN HOUR'S WORTH OF 

TESTIMONY FOR FOLKS SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, 

WHEREAS CASE 56 AND 57 TECHNICALLY ARE RELATED 



CASE, CORRECT? >>> 

CORRECT.  

WE HAVE ABOUT 30 MINUTES ON THOSE TWO CASES 

COMBINED. OUR RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE THAT WE 

COULD TAKE UP ITEMS 56, 57, PERHAPS CONCLUDE THEM -- 

PERHAPS PRIOR TO OUR 5:30 BREAK FOR LIVE MIEWFKS AND 

PROCLAMATIONS, LIVE MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS, 

CLEARLY WE CAN'T DO THAT ON CASE 55. WITHOUT 

OBJECTION LET'S CALL UP THAT COMBINED CASE 56 AND 57.  

THANK YOU, LET ME PRESENT THOSE TWO ITEMS, BOTH OF 

THEM. ITEM NO. 56 IS C14-04-50-076, THE NORTHEAST 

CORNER OF DESSAU ROAD AT SHROPSHIRE BOULEVARD. 

THIS IS A DR DEVELOPMENT RESERVE TO COMMUNITY 

COMMERCIAL, GR DISTRICT ZONING FOR A 6.49-ACRE 

PARCEL OF LAND. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

MADE A RECOMMENDATION IN THIS PARTICULAR TRACT TO 

APPROVE GR-CO ZONING, WITH A -- WITH A CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY THAT WOULD ALLOW RESTAURANT GENERAL AND 

RESTAURANT OR EXCUSE ME FINANCIAL SERVICES AS THE 

ONLY GR USES AND TO LIMIT THE SITE TO ALL OTHER 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL OR LR DISTRICT USES. TO 

PROHIBIT A DRIVE THROUGH SERVICE ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE GENERAL RESTAURANT OR A LIMITED RESTAURANT. 

AND TO -- TO RECOMMEND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS. STAFF RECOMMENDATION WAS 

TO GRANT LR ZONING ON THIS PROPERTY. THE OTHER 

CASE, THE RELATED ITEMS ACROSS THE STREET, WHICH IS 

LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER, THIS IS ITEM NO. 

57, CASE C14-04-05-177, FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED IN 

THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF DESSAU ROAD AND 

SHROPSHIRE IN THE 1100 BLOCK OF DESSAU ROAD, 

REZONING FROM DEVELOPMENT RESERVE OR GR DISTRICT 

ZONING TO -- DR TO GR, FOR A 2.9-ACRE TRACT. THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED ON THIS 

PROPERTY THE -- THEY APPROVED LR OR -- LR-CO CO 

ZONING NCCD TO PROHIBIT FINANCIAL SERVICES AND 

SERVICE STATION USES AND ALSO THEY RECOMMENDED 

THE -- THE CONDITIONS OF THE TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 

BE PLACED IN A RESTRICTIVE COVENANT, STAFF ALSO 

RECOMMENDED LR ZONING ON THIS PROPERTY BUT 



WITHOUT THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE -- ON THE SERVICE 

STATION FINANCIAL USES. THIS PARTICULAR PROPERTY IS 

UNDEVELOPMENTED AT THIS TIME. THE APPLICANT IS 

REQUESTING RETAIL FOOD SALES AND OFFICES IN THIS 

PARCEL, ON THE ADJACENT PARCEL TO THE NORTHEAST OF 

-- KIND OF SOUTH OF THIS TRACT, THEY ARE REQUESTING 

RETAIL, RESTAURANT, AND EXCUSE ME, RETAIL, 

RESTAURANT AND FINANCIAL SERVICES ON THE NORTH 

EARN PART OF THE TRACT, RETAIL AND OFFICES ON THE 

SOUTHERN PART. THIS IS NEIGHBORHOOD OPPOSITION TO 

THE REQUEST. NOT A PETITION FILED IN OPPOSITION. THE 

PROPERTY IS IN THE -- PROPERTIES IN THE GENERAL AREA 

ARE SINGLE FAMILY TO THE NORTH AND WEST AND THERE 

ARE SINGLE FAMILY ACROSS DESSAU ROAD TO THE EAST. 

THERE IS A -- THERE IS A DRAW OR CREEK SYSTEM THAT 

RUNS ALONG THE WESTERN BORDERS OF THESE 

PROPERTIES AND WALNUT CREEK IS ACTUALLY BORDERING 

THE SOUTHERN PROPERTY. AT THIS TIME, I WILL PAUSE AND 

I'LL LET THE APPLICANT COME FORWARD AND MAKE THEIR 

PRESENTATION WITH REGARDS TO THESE TWO ZONING 

REQUESTS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. AT THIS TIME WE 

WILL BEGIN OUR PUBLIC HEARING. WHICH -- WHICH THE 

FORMAT, OF COURSE, IS THAT THE OWNER, APPLICANT, 

AGENT HAS A -- HAS A FIVE-MINUTE PRESENTATION. WE 

THEN HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO ARE SUPPORTIVE OF THE 

ZONING CASE, THEN FROM FOLKS IN OPPOSITION, THEN THE 

AGENT HAS A ONE-TIME REBUTTAL. WELCOME, MR. 

THROWER.  

MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, RON 

THROWER REPRESENTS THE LANDOWNERS. TWO TRACTS 

OF LAND, ONE IS APPROXIMATELY 2 -- ALMOST 3 ACRES 

LOCATED SOUTH OF SHROPSHIRE, THE OTHER IS 6.5 ACRES 

LOCATED NORTH. THE CLIENT DECIDED TO BRING IN BOTH 

TRACTS TOGETHER IN THE COMBINED TIA LOOK AT IT MORE 

REALISTIC HOLISTIC THANK SINGLE FORMAT. WE HAVE 

OFFICE, RETAIL, RESTAURANT, BANK, CONVENIENCE STORE. 

WE DO HAVE TWO DRIVEWAYS, WHICH ARE PROPOSED FOR 

EACH -- EXCUSE ME, TO THE NORTHERN TRACT ON THE 

DESSAU. WITH A DRIVEWAY OUT TO SHROPSHIRE AS WELL. 

YOU CAN SEE THIS IS A CONCEPT PLAN THAT IS DRAWN UP 



TO LOOK AT THE POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT YIELD TO MAKE 

A DETERMINATION FOR THE TIA. ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE 

PROPERTY, YOU CAN SEE THAT WE HAVE TWO BUILDINGS, 

ALSO ENCUMBERED BY FLOODPLAIN, TRANSITION AND THE 

DEVELOPMENT WILL BE TO THE NORTHERN SIDE OF THIS 

TRACT. BOTH OF THESE PROJECTS WILL BE OUTLINE 

CURRENT CITY ORDINANCES, REGULATIONS FOR 

DEVELOPMENT FOR WATER QUALITY DETENTION, TREE 

PRESERVATION, LANDSCAPING AND EVERYTHING ELSE IN 

THE CODE. AS MR. GUERNSEY POINTED OUT, BETWEEN OUR 

DEVELOPMENT TRACT AND THE SINGLE FAMILY, WE HAVE -- 

WE HAVE A GREENBELT, THE CITY OF AUSTIN GREENBELT 

THROUGH THERE. IN THIS PARTICULAR AREA, YOU CAN SEE 

THE BUILDINGS ARE 291 FEET AWAY FROM THE CLOSEST 

PROPERTY LINE, IN THE PREVIOUS ONE YOU CAN SEE THAT 

WE HAVE ONE BUILDING THAT'S 330 FEET AWAY, ANOTHER 

ONE THAT'S 204 FEET AWAY. SO WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 

HERE TO HAVE A COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 

BASICALLY WITHIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD AREA. BUT 

WITHOUT IMPACTING THE NEIGHBORHOOD. MOVING 

FORWARD, I WOULD LIKE TO SHOW YOU THAT -- THAT WE 

HAVE HAD SOME RECENTLY WITH CITY STAFF IN THE LAST 24 

HOURS IN REGARDS TO A DRIVEWAY OUT TO SHROPSHIRE 

DRIVE. WE BELIEVE, WE CAN GET A DRIVEWAY LOCATED ON 

THE WESTERN END OF THE NORTHERN TRACT AND SHAVE 

OFF ABOUT 80 FEET OF THE MEDIAN INSIDE SHOP SURE 

WITHOUT IMPACTING THE EXISTING TREES AND HAVE A FULL 

FUNCTION DRIVEWAY AND THIS MAY ELIMINATE A LOT OF 

THE U.T.S, WHICH YOU HEAR A LOT ABOUT THE NEIGHBORS 

OF THE U-TURNS THAT THEY HAVE TO PERFORM ON DESSAU 

THAT HAVE CIRCULATION IN AND OUT OF SIGHTS. THAT'S 

THE BASIC IMPETUS OF WHAT WE ARE ASKING FOR. WE 

RESPECTLY REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT. WE ARE AVAILABLE 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, ALSO THE TRANSPORTATION 

CONSULTANTS, MIKE HEATH AND THE ALLIANCE HERE TO 

ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS AS WELL.  

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY?  

I REALLY DO APPRECIATE YOUR LOOKING AT THAT U-TURN 

SITUATION, I APPRECIATE GEORGE ZAPALAC TAKING A LOOK 

AT IT AS WELL. THE -- THE OTHER QUESTION THAT I HAD IN 

ADDITION TO TRYING TO ELIMINATE THOSE U-TURNS GOING 



INTO THAT AREA, WAS THE ACCESS FOR THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD INTO THAT PARKLAND BEHIND IT. I THINK 

THAT YOU SAID THAT -- THAT THE OWNER HAD AGREED TO 

PROVIDE AN ACCESS POINT THERE.  

COUNCILMEMBER, YOU ARE CORRECT, IT IS SHOWN ON THIS 

EXHIBIT AS WELL. WE ARE DENOTING ON HERE THAT WE 

WILL PROVIDE PUBLIC PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO THE 

GREENBELT AREA.  

ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU.  

ON THE DAIS, THERE'S AUDIO VIDEO BACK IN THE BACK, IF 

WE ARE OUT THE -- IF WE ARE OFF THE DAIS, WE CAN HEAR 

YOU IN THE BACK.  

WE DON'T HAVE PEOPLE SIGNED UP IN FAVOR. WE HAVE 

FOLKS IN OPPOSITION. WE WILL TAKE THEM SEQUENTIALLY. 

THE FIRST SPEAKER IS MIKE LIMERUS, SORRY IF I'M 

MISPRONOUNCING THAT, YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES 

FOLLOWED BY LESTER JOHNSON.  

MAYOR, COUNCIL, MY NAME IS MIKE LIMERUSE, I AM 

REPRESENTING THE [INDISCERNIBLE] CROSSING WEST 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, ACROSS THE STREET FROM 

THIS DEVELOPMENT. MY CONCERN HERE IS NOT ONLY 

SAFETY BUT ENVIRONMENTAL. WE HAVE RECENTLY 

RECEIVED FEMA'S UPDATED MAPS FOR THAT AREA. WE SIT 

ALONG WALNUT CREEK, ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE HOMES 

IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD ARE NOW UNDER A FLOODPLAIN. 

THAT IS A CONCERN BECAUSE OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

THAT'S OCCURRING IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD JUST NORTH 

AND WEST OF US. WE ARE CONCERNED AS TO HOW IT'S 

GOING TO AFFECT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, HOW IT'S GOING 

TO AFFECT OUR CREEK. AND AS TO WHETHER OR NOT WE 

ARE GOING TO BE ENDANGERED BY HIGH WATERS OR 

WHATEVER. WE HAVE 52 ACRES OF CITY PROPERTY THAT 

WAS GIVEN TO THE CITY BY THE DEVELOPER. THAT RUNS 

ALONG WALNUT CREEK. AND THAT IS DIRECTLY ACROSS 

FROM WHERE I LIVE. THAT'S AN AREA THAT WE HAVE BEEN 

KIND OF DEVELOPING AS A NEIGHBORHOOD TO MAKE IT A 

VERY ENJOYABLE PLACE FOR THE CITIZENS, THE 

NEIGHBORS, TO GO TO EITHER JOG, TO BIKE, TO GET 



ACCESS TO THE CREEK. SO WE WANT TO MAINTAIN THAT -- 

THAT AESTHETIC THROUGHOUT THAT NEIGHBORHOOD. MY 

OTHER CONCERN IS THE TRAFFIC ISSUE. THAT IS GOING TO 

BE A -- A BIG ISSUE FOR US AS IT IS PRESENTLY BECAUSE 

THE WAY THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD WAS DEVELOPED, IT 

WAS NOT TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT HOW WE WOULD GET IN 

AND OUT OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. SO IN ORDER FOR US TO 

GET OUT OF THERE, WE HAVE TO GO NORTH ON DESSAU, 

PULL A U-TURN RIGHT THERE AT SHROPSHIRE BRAKER TO 

GO SOUTH ON DESSAU. WE HAVE A LIGHT, BUT A LOT OF 

TIMES WE DO MEET WITH THE FOLKS IN SHROPSHIRE 

COMING OUT SO IT MAKES IT VERY CONGESTED AND 

SOMETIMES VERY DANGEROUS. WE ALSO ARE CONCERNED 

ABOUT THE FACT THAT OUR DEVELOPMENT IS NOT 

COMPLETE. WHEN IT'S ALL SAID AND DONE, IT WILL BE OVER 

1100 HOMES. THAT MEANS MORE TRAFFIC COMING IN AND 

OUT OF DESSAU AND FOR MOST OF THOSE PEOPLE IT'S 

GOING TO BE ONE WAY IN, ONE WAY OUT. THAT WILL BE 

BRAKER, THE EXTENSION OF BRAKER LANE JUST EAST OF 

DESSAU ROAD. WE ALSO KNOW BECAUSE I'M ON THE BOARD 

WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, AND I WORK WITH 

THE TWOER WHO IS STILL ON THE BOARD, AND WE ARE 

TALKING ABOUT HOW THAT NEIGHBORHOOD IS GOING TO BE 

DEVELOPED AND WILL BE RETAIL AND MIXED USE, GENERAL 

RETAIL IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD FURTHER DOWN BRAKER. 

SO I DON'T SEE THE NEED FOR ANY MORE RETAIL IN THAT 

GENERAL VICINITY BECAUSE I THINK THAT IT'S ONLY GOING 

TO CREATE A -- MORE OF A ROB FOR THAT AREA. PROBLEM 

FOR THAT AREA. WITH THAT SAID, I THANK YOU FOR MY 

TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. LESTER JOHNSON, WELCOME, 

LET'S SEE, IS MICHAEL GARVEY IN THE ROOM? HELLO, 

MICHAEL. HOW ABOUT -- LOOKS LIKE BETH MOGLEY? BETH? 

IS THAT YOU, MA'AM? OKAY. WELCOME. I ASK THAT BECAUSE 

OUR RULES ARE IF SOMEONE IS OFFERING TO DONATE TIME 

TO MR. JOHNSON, THEY NEED TO BE PRESENT IN THE 

CHAMBERS IN ORDER TO DO THAT. MR. JOHNSON, YOU WILL 

HAVE UP TO NINE MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT, WELCOME.  

HOPE I DON'T NEED THAT. I WILL TRY TO KEEP IT DOWN TO 

THREE. MY NAME IS LESTER JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF THE 

NORTHEAST WALNUT CREEK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, 



COMPRISED OF ABOUT 750 HOMES NORTH OF BRAKER LANE, 

WALNUT CREEK, I-35 TO DESSAU. WE ARE CITIZENS OF THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN, STEPCHILDREN FOR ABOUT 25 YEARS, WE 

HAVE FINALLY COME INTO THE CITY OF AUSTIN. AND I'M 

HERE TONIGHT TO -- TO TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE -- 

WHAT WE JUST DISCUSSED. WE HAVE APPROXIMATELY 75 

HOMES ALONG WALNUT CREEK THAT -- THAT ARE NOW IN -- 

COMPLETELY WITHIN THE FLOODPLAIN. THERE HAVE BEEN 

REGIONAL DETENTION CENTER BUILT UP ON PARMER LANE, 

BUT THAT DID NOT SEEM TO ALLEVIATE THE -- THE RISE IN 

WATER ON WALNUT CREEK, IT'S BEEN SAID THAT THIS IS 

SMALL PROJECT, IT'S NOT A WHOLE LOT OF IMPERVIOUS 

COVER THERE THAT'S GOING TO AFFECT A LOT OF -- OF UP -- 

WATER COMING UP IN WALNUT CREEK. BUT IF YOU PUT ALL 

OF THESE SMALL PROJECTS TOGETHER, IT DOES ADD UP 

AND IT WILL CAUSE FLOODING WITHIN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

AND NEIGHBORHOODS ALL THE WAY DOWN TO -- TO THE 

RIVER. SO -- SO THE DEVELOPER HAS SAID THAT HE WOULD 

PUT IN -- A RETENTION POND TO HOLD ANY WATER THERE 

OR PARTICIPATE IN REGIONAL POND, WHATEVER THIS 

REGIONAL POND BE LOCATED SO IT WOULD ALLEVIATE ANY 

FLOODING ALONG WALNUT CREEK IN THIS VICINITY. THE 

DEVELOPER SAID THERE IS APPROXIMATELY A 38-FOOT 

DROP FROM DESSAU ROAD BACK TO THE WEST SIDE OF HIS 

PROPERTY. WITH THIS GREAT AMOUNT OF SLOPE, WATER IS 

GOING TO RUN OFF OF THERE INTO THE TRIBUTARY AT A 

GREATER RATE. AND HOW -- HOW IS IT GOING TO BE 

SLOWED DOWN? SO WITH THESE -- I WOULD ASK THAT YOU 

TAKE IT INTO CONSIDERATION THE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

THAT IS HAS BEEN GOING ON IN THE NORTHEAST SECTOR 

OF THE CITY. LOOK OUT FOR THE CITIZENS THAT LIVE 

ALONG WALNUT CREEK. NOT ONLY IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

BUT ALL THE WAY DOWN TO THE RIVER. THE CITY HAS 

BOUGHT OUT AT ROGY LANE AND WALNUT CREEK FLOODING 

IN THERE. WALNUT PLACE IS IN TROUBLE. SO WATCH IT 

WHEN YOU -- WHEN YOU OKAY THESE IMPERVIOUS COVERS 

ALLOWING UP TO 80 PERCENT AND -- AND ALSO I 

REPRESENT THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT IS JUST ON THE 

SOUTHERN END OF SOUTHERN TRACT, THIS DOES ABUT UP 

TO SINGLE FAMILY HOMES. THE HOMES IN OUR SUBDIVISION 

GO ACROSS THE CREEK. IT DOES ABUT THIS PROPERTY. GR 

TO SF 2, SO WITH THAT I WOULD LIKE TO ASK THAT YOU 



CONSIDER DENYING THIS REQUEST FOR GR AND IF YOU DO 

REZONE IT, REZONE IT TO A LESSER IMPERVIOUS COVER 

AND A LESSER INTENSIVE USE ON THIS PROPERTY. THANK 

YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. JOHNSON. DENNIS BRUNE? I BELIEVE IT IS. 

WELCOME THREE MINUTES FOLLOWED BY JANET CLOTZ. 

MAYOR, COWBOY, MY NAME IS DENNIS RUNE, I LIVE ON 

ROTHERHAM, JUST BEHIND THE LARGER PLOT. ONE OF THE 

ISSUES THAT I WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT IS THE U-TURNS 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. CUTTING INTO THE CORNER, 

MAKING IT SO THERE WOULDN'T BE U-TURNS IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, THERE IS A GUARDRAIL THERE, I DON'T 

KNOW IF HE CAN CUT THROUGH THAT GUARDRAIL AND MAKE 

THAT WORK. BUT -- BUT IF NOT, THE -- THE BANK CURVE, IT'S 

BEHIND A LARGE BANK CURVE, FROM THE STREET IT DROPS 

38 FEET TO THE BOTTOM OF HIS PROPERTY, SOMEWHERE 

RIGHT AROUND THERE. THAT'S THE BOTTOM OF THIS 

PROPERTY. BASICALLY CARS COMING OUT ON TO DESSAU 

ROAD WILL BE AT AN ANGLE COMING OUT. SO -- SO I WOULD 

PREDICT THAT A LOT OF THOSE CARS ARE GOING TO TRY TO 

COME OUT ON SHROPSHIRE OR A SAFER EXIT. SO THIS 

WOULD CREATE A LOT OF U-TURNS INSIDE OF OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD. WE ARE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THAT. 

THAT'S BASICALLY WHAT I WANTED TO TALK ABOUT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. BRUNE. JANET CLOTZ. 

WELCOME, FOLKS WANTING TO DONATE TIME TO YOU. DICK 

PILE, KAY IVERSON. WELCOME BACK. SHAUNA KINSLOW, 

HELLO. ELIZABETH QUINNLAND. SO JANET YOU WILL HAVE 

UP TO 12 MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. WELCOME.  

THANK YOU. THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS. I 

AM JANETTE CLOTZ. IN MOST CASES RETAIL ZONING WOULD 

BE CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE FOR THE TWO TRACTS 

LOCATED AT THE DESSAU SHROPSHIRE INTERSECTION. IN 

LOOKING AT MAPS, RETAIL APPEARS TO BE APPROPRIATE. 

BUT IN LOOKING AT THE TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS INTO AND 

OUT OF THESE TWO PROPERTIES, THE DANGERS AND RISKS 

ASSOCIATED WITH THESE SITES ARE READILY 

RECOGNIZABLE. THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT ON DESSAU IS 50 

MILES AN HOUR. AND BEING AN ALTERNATE ROUTE TO I-35, 

IT IS IN REALITY A HIGHWAY. WITH THE HILLS AND CURVES IN 



THE SECTION OF DESSAU WHERE THESE TWO TRACT ARE 

LOCATED, DRIVING HERE IS MUCH MORE HAZARDOUS THAN 

ON THE REST OF DESSAU. WE REALIZE THAT ANY 

DEVELOPMENT THAT GOES IN HERE WILL HAVE A PROBLEM, 

BUT WE FEEL THAT THE DANGERS AND RISKS WILL BE 

COMPOUNDED BY RETAIL ZONING. SF 6 ZONING WOULD 

HAVE THE LEAST ADVERSE EFFECTS, BUT IT IS NOT 

REALISTIC. CONSEQUENTLY THE LEAST INTENSIVE 

COMMERCIAL ZONING POSSIBLE COULD BE CONSIDERED 

WHICH WOULD BE INTERIM. I WOULD LIKE TO GO TO THE 

MAP.  

THIS IS DESSAU ROAD GOING NORTH, PARMER, 

SHROPSHIRE, YAGER. BRAKER LANE IS OFF THE MAP HERE. 

THE BRAKER EXTENSION IS RIGHT HERE. THESE TWO 

TRACTS HAVE -- HAVE CURB CUTS ON TO DESSAU ROAD, IF A 

PERSON COMES OUT ON TO THIS LOCATION, THIS CURB CUT, 

THEY WILL HAVE TO ENTER INTO 50, 60 MILES AN HOUR 

TRAFFIC UNLESS THE SIGNAL AT THIS INTERSECTION IS RED. 

THIS IS AT AN INCLINE. THIS HAS A CURVE AND A HILL THAT 

MAKES IT NECESSARY FOR THERE TO BE A TRAFFIC SIGNAL 

ON A TALL POLE AT THIS INTERSECTION OF DESSAU AND 

BRAKER BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED VISIBILITY APPROACHING 

THAT INTERSECTION. IF THE PEOPLE COMING OUT OF THE 

OTHER DRIVE, THEY WILL BE FACING THE SAME SITUATION. 

HIGH SPEED GETTING UP ON TO DESSAU AND IN FRONT. THE 

SAME IS TRUE OF THE SOUTHERN TRACT AT THE EXIT ON TO 

DESSAU. IF THE PEOPLE WHO EXIT ON TO DEPOSITION SAW 

FROM THE NORTHERN TRACT WANT TO GO NORTH, DESSAU 

FROM THE NORTHERN TRACT WANT TO GO NORTH, AT THE 

PRESENT TIME THEY WOULD PROBABLY -- SEEING IT HERE, 

THEY WOULD HAVE TO MAKE A U-TURN AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF DESSAU AND SHROPSHIRE. UNLESS 

THERE IS THE CHANGE IN THE MEDIAN THAT HAS BEEN 

SUGGESTED, THAT IS SOMETHING THAT IS NOT WORKABLE. 

THE EXIT ON TO SHROPSHIRE ON THE NORTHERN TRACT 

WOULD REQUIRE A U-TURN AT THE END, AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF THE NEXT STREET IN COPPER FIELD, THIS 

IS THE COPPERFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD RIGHT HERE. EITHER 

THAT ARE ON GO ON -- OR GO ON THROUGH THE�� 

NEIGHBORHOOD. I WOULD LIKE AT THIS TIME TO POINT OUT 

THAT SHROPSHIRE FROM YAGER TO DESSAU IS THE -- IS 



ENTIRELY RESIDENTIAL. THIS -- THIS SHROPSHIRE IS THE 

ONLY EXIT OR THE ENTIRE COPPERFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD IN 

THIS AREA, TO -- TO GET TO DESSAU ROAD BECAUSE 

MOSTLY BECAUSE OF THE TRIBUTARY OF WALNUT CREEK. 

THERE ARE NO CROSS INTERSECTIONS ACROSS -- OR 

CROSS STREETS ANYWHERE FROM PARMER DOWN TO 

SHROPSHIRE. PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN COPPERFIELD, WOULD 

HAVE -- DIFFICULTY USING THESE PROPERTIES BECAUSE IF 

THEY USE THE SOUTHERN PROPERTY TO GET BACK INTO 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO 

SOMEWHERE TO MAKE A U-TURN TO GET BACK IN IF THE 

MEDIAN IS THERE. IT WOULD BE THE SAME SITUATION 

WITHOUT THE MEDIAN CUT BEING PROPOSED TO ACCESS 

THE NORTHERN PROPERTY, THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO 

SOMEWHERE, THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO SOMEWHERE TO 

MAKE A U-TURN TO GET BACK INTO THE TRACT HERE. IT WAS 

MENTIONED AT Z.A.P. THAT -- THAT USE OF RETAIL THAT IS 

AVAILABLE AT THE DESSAU PARMER INTERSECTION WOULD 

RESULT IN THE SAME CIRCUIT TO USOUS MOVEMENTS THAT 

IS EXPECTED FOR RETAIL AT THE DESSAU, PARMER, 

SHROPSHIRE SITE. BUT TO COMPARE PARMER AND DESSAU, 

IS LIKE COMPARING APPLES AND ORANGES. THE MEDIANS 

ON PARMER ARE ABOUT 50 FEET WIDE AND PARMER IS 

RELATIVELY FLAT WITH NO CURVES. THE MEDIANS ON 

DESSAU ARE 12 FEET WIDE, WITH HILLS AND CURVES. IT'S 

SAFE TO MAKE A U-TURN ON PARMER BECAUSE THE 

PARMER DESIGN FACILITATES U-TURNS. WHEN YOU MAKE A 

U-TURN ON DESSAU FROM THE LEFT TURN LANES, WHICH 

ARE AVAILABLE AT THAT INTERSECTION, YOU ARE 

AUTOMATICALLY FORCED TO CROSS ALL THREE LANES OF -- 

OF ONCOMING TRAFFIC BECAUSE OF THE NARROW MEDIAN. 

ALSO IN LOOKING AT THE REGIONAL TIA, I NOTICED THAT 

THE INTERSECTION OF PARMER AND DESSAU WAS GIVEN AN 

EXISTING LEVEL SERVICE OF D IN THE A.M. AND P.M. MENT I 

DON'T KNOW THAT THAT HAS BEEN CHANGED OR NOT. BUT I 

HAVE TO QUESTION THAT CONCLUSION BECAUSE WHEN I 

WAS NORTHBOUND ON DESSAU ONE AFTERNOON AT 5:35 I 

HAD TO STOP FOR THE PARMER SIGNAL .7 OF A MILE FROM 

THE INTERSECTION. I DID NOT GET TO THE INTERSECTION 

UNTIL 5:44, NINE MINUTES LATER. THAT TO ME IS A SERVICE 

LEVEL OF F, NOT A SERVICE LEVEL OF D. NO ZONING WOULD 

BE HELPFUL AT THIS LOCATION. BECAUSE IT WOULD BE 



ASSUMED THAT -- LET ME GO BACK TO THE MAP AGAIN, I'M 

SORRY. I'M NOT -- I'M STILL USED TO HAVING THE EASEL 

BESIDE ME. IT WOULD BE ASSUMED, IT COULD BE ASSUMED 

THAT WITH OFFICE ZONING YOU WOULD HAVE THE -- THE 

RESIDENTS IN THE AREA GONE BY THE TIME THE OFFICE 

EMPLOYEES REACH THE SITE DURING THE PEAK MORNING 

PERIOD. SAME IN THE AFTERNOON. YOU WOULD ASSUME 

THAT BY THE TIME THE RESIDENTS IN THE AREA GET BACK, 

THE OFFICE EMPLOYEES WOULD BE OUT OF THE AREA. SO 

YOU -- YOU WOULD POTENTIALLY HAVE LESS CONFLICTING 

TRAFFIC AND IT WOULD NOT BE TRAFFIC ALL DAY AND ALL 

EVENING. THAT YOU DO HAVE WITH THE RETAIL. Z.A.P. FELT 

THE RETAIL AT THIS SITE WAS NEEDED TO SERVE THE AREA. 

I JUST REALIZED THAT I -- EXCUSE ME. >>I'M GOING TO TAKE 

THIS.  

AS HAD BEEN MENTIONED BEFORE, THERE IS QUITE A BIT OF 

RETAIL IN THE AREA. JUST .2 OF A MILE FROM THIS 

INTERSECTION, WHERE THESE SITES ARE, THERE IS -- 

THERE IS A -- A 40-ACRE RETAIL SITE THAT HAS YET TO BE 

DEVELOPED. ONE-HALF A MILE FROM THIS TO AN EXXON, IT 

IS ONLY ONE-HALF MILE. ANOTHER CONVENIENCE STORE IS 

JUST ON THE OTHER SIDE OF PARMER. ONE-FOURTH OF A 

MILE FROM THIS SITE ON BRAKER, AS HAS BEEN 

MENTIONED, THERE IS A RETAIL SITE. ABOUT ANOTHER 

QUARTER OF A MILE, FURTHER EAST ON DESSAU, ON 

BRAKER WHERE THERE IS STILL NOT DEVELOPED, THERE IS 

ANOTHER RETAIL SITE. SHROPSHIRE -- THE COPPERFIELD 

NEIGHBORHOOD HAS THEIR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD 

SHOPPING CENTER UP AT YAGER, WHICH IS A MILE 

APPROXIMATELY. FROM THIS SITE. IT'S IN THE MIDDLE OF 

COPPERFIELD. APPROXIMATELY ANOTHER ONE FROM 

COPPERFIELD OVER TO I-35, YOU HAVE A TREMENDOUS 

RETAIL CENTER WITH SUPERMARKETS, H.E.B., WAL-MART, 

TARGET AND ALL KINDS OF RETAIL. THERE IS AT THE 

PRESENT TIME IN THE WORKS A PROPOSAL TO DO A P.U.D. 

ON A -- THE LARGE PIECE OF LAND ON THE -- ON THE -- ON 

THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE DESSAU PARMER 

INTERSECTION. THAT WILL HAVE RETAIL IN IT. HAS -- AS HAS 

BEEN INDICATED, THERE IS -- THERE IS A LOT OF RETAIL IN 

THE AREA. THIS RETAIL REALLY IS NOT NEEDED. AND -- AND 

I'M NOT SURE THAT -- THAT THE RISKS THAT ARE 



ASSOCIATED WITH RETAIL VERSUS OFFICE ARE WORTH IT. IT 

IS -- IT PRESENTS ON SO MANY -- SO MUCH OF AN INCREASE 

IN THE DANGERS BECAUSE OF THE TRAFFIC THAT -- THAT 

WE WOULD ASK THAT YOU PLEASE CONSIDER THE ZONING 

THAT WOULD HAVE THE LEAST EFFECT ON THE AREA. IN ALL 

WAYS. THANK YOU. I WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY 

QUESTIONS, IF I CAN.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. CLOTZ, QUESTIONS OF JANET, 

COUNCIL? THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: OUR NEXT SPEAKER HE ISSPEAKER IS SHERRI 

PILE. OKAY. THANK YOU. WE WILL SHOW -- NOTE CAREY IS 

ALSO IN OPPOSITION. THE FOLLOWING FOLKS SIGNED UP 

NOT WISHING TO SPEAK BUT ALSO IN OPPOSITION. SHERRI 

PILE, ELSA RODRIGUEZ, ALICIA DAVIS, JODY PILE, WILLIAM 

STALL AND ALICE PENNY. COUNCIL, THAT'S ALL OF OUR 

FOLKS WHO HAVE SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK OR IN 

OPPOSITION OF THE CASE. AT THIS TIME, MR. THROWER AS 

THE AGENT HAS A ONE-TIME THREE MINUTE REBUTTAL. 

WELCOME BACK, MR. THROWER. IN REGARDS TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR THE PROPERTY, WE ARE 

LOOKING AT CURRENT RULES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, NOT 

SEEKING ANY KIND OF WAIVER, 1704 ENTITLEMENTS. THE 

FLOODPLAIN ISSUE IT'S STATE LAW THAT WE HAVE TO NOT 

INCREASE THE RUNOFF FROM THE PROPERTY OR ENTER 

INTO A REGIONAL SYSTEM, WHICH PROVES UP THE 

CONVEYANCE. AS YOU SAW IN THE EXHIBITS THAT I 

PROVIDED, WE ARE DOING THE DEVELOPMENT PRIMARILY 

ON THE FLATTER SLOPES OF THE PROPERTY. YES, THERE IS 

A LOT OF SLOPE ACROSS OUR FULL PROPERTY. BUT WE ARE 

CONCENTRATING ALONG THE ROADWAY FRONTAGE WHERE 

IT IS FLATTER. AS YOU ALSO SAW FROM THE EXHIBITS WE 

HAVE ANYWHERE BETWEEN 2 TO 300 FEET BETWEEN OUR 

PROPOSED BUILDINGS TO THE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

LINES. THERE BUILDINGS WOULD BE ANOTHER 60, 70 FEET 

FURTHER THAN THAT. THE GUARDRAIL ISSUE IS NOT AN 

ISSUE FOR US. WE CAN TERMINATE THE GUARDRAIL 

EARLIER, BRING IT INTO OUR SITE. WE ARE NOT GOING TO 

CREATE AN UNSAFE CONDITION IF WE MODIFY THE 

SHROPSHIRE MEDIAN AND PROVIDE A DRIVEWAY IN THE 



WESTERN PORTION OF OUR MUCH LARGER 6.5-ACRE TRACT. 

ZAP COME HEARD THE CONCERNS OF THE NEIGHBORS, 

RECOMMENDED AND ASKED FOR A PRESENTATION OF 

STAFF IN REGARDS TO THE DESSAU TRAFFIC SITUATION. IT'S 

A GLOBAL SITUATION. IT'S NOT CAUSED BY OUR 

DEVELOPMENT IT'S AN EXISTING CONDITION. YOU HAVE A 

LOT OF MEDIAN OPENING OUT THERE WHERE YOU DON'T 

HAVE THE STREETS LINED UP WITH THE EXISTING MEDIAN 

OPENINGS. ZAPCO ASKED TO MAKE A DETERMINATION 

ABOUT THOSE MEDIAN OPENING, WHAT IT TAKES TO 

ACTUALLY MOVE THOSE. I BELIEVE THAT MAYBE STAFF IS 

GOING TO COME BACK WITH SOMETHING IN A MORE GLOBAL 

FORMAT THAT'S GOING TO LOOK AT FACILITATING THE 

MOVEMENT OF TRAFFIC IN THE AREA. I HAVE OFFERED TO 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD THAT I WOULD BE WILLING TO SIT 

DOWN WITH THEM AND DISCUSS RESTRICTIONS FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPERTY. IN REGARDS TO 

PERHAPS ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS, LANDSCAPE 

FEATURE, SUCH LIKE THAT TO DATE. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN 

WILLING TO SIT DOWN AND DO THAT. I DON'T BELIEVE THAT 

OUR PARTICULAR REQUEST FOR RETAIL ZONING IS 

ONEROUS TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. I BELIEVE THAT DESSAU 

AREA WARRANTS THIS TYPE OF USE. WE HAVE LIKE I 

MENTIONED A MIXTURE OF COMMERCIAL USES AND IF YOU 

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, I'M AVAILABLE AND RESPECTFULLY 

LOOK FOR YOUR SUPPORT FOR THIS ZONING CASE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. THROWER. A LITTLE BIT OF A 

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY HERE ON THE SPEAKER SIGNUP. IT 

LOOKS AS THOUGH ALL OF THE FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP FOR 

57, WE CALLED THESE CASES UP CONCURRENTLY. 56 AND 

57. LOOKS AS ALL OF THE FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP TO SPEAK 

ON 57 ALSO ADDRESSED US ON 56. BUT I WANT TO CONFIRM 

IF THERE'S ANYBODY WHO WANTED TO SPEAK ON EITHER 

OF THESE TWO CASES MAKE SURE YOU ALL HAD THE 

OPPORTUNITIES.  

GREAT, THANK YOU. COUNCIL, QUESTIONS FOR -- FOR MR. 

THROWER OR ANY OF THE NEIGHBORS? AND/OR STAFF?  

Alvarez: I HAVE A COUPLE. QUESTION FOR STAFF ABOUT THE 

NUMBER OF TRIPS GENERATED. I BELIEVE WE ARE LOOKING 

AT FOUR TO 5,000 TRIPS PER DAY. ON THE TWO TRACTS 



COMBINED.  

IN THEIR BACKUP MATERIALS, THERE'S A REPORT THAT 

SPEAKS TO THE TRIP GENERATION. BASED ON THE 

STANDARD TRIP GENERATION, RATES [INDISCERNIBLE] 

DEVELOPMENT AND [INDISCERNIBLE] APPROXIMATELY 4,809 

TRIPS. ON THE PROPERTY.  

AND DO WE HAVE A -- DO WE HAVE A MAP THAT SHOWS THE 

INTERSECTION WITH THE -- THE ZONING MAP DOESN'T HAVE 

THE -- DOESN'T ACTUALLY SHOW THE MEDIANS, JUST 

SHOWS THE IMPACT OF --  

LET ME SEE IF WE HAVE --  

IF WE HAVE AN AERIAL THAT KIND OF SHOWS THE MEDIAN 

LAYOUT. THAT'S GOING UP. I JUST WANTED TO REMIND 

COUNCIL THAT BOTH OF THESE CASES ARE ONLY FOR FIRST 

READING ONLY THIS EVENING IF YOU DECIDE TO GO 

FORWARD WITH A REQUEST. CURRENTLY THIS MEDIAN 

EXISTS, LEFT TURN LANE THERE'S A MEDIAN THAT ALSO 

EXISTS ON SHROPSHIRE GOING BACK. WHERE THAT DRAW 

IS. WITH THE GUARDRAIL, COMES OVER ABOUT TO THIS 

POINT. THE DRIVEWAY THAT WAS IN QUESTION, WOULD BE 

APPROXIMATELY IN THIS LOCATION. THAT WOULD -- THAT 

REQUIRES A MEDIAN BREAK IN THE MIDDLE. I THINK MR. 

THROWER ACTUALLY HAD A MORE DETAILED DRAWING OF 

THE -- OF THE --  

Alvarez: DOES THE SHROPSHIRE GO THROUGH DESSAU?  

THAT WOULD BE -- THAT WOULD BE THIS AREA, THAT WOULD 

BE WEST OF -- OF DESSAU I WILL BRING THIS UP IN JUST A 

SECOND HERE. THAT WOULD BE THIS AREA HERE.  

Alvarez: BUT IT EXTENDS -- THE MEDIAN ON SHROPSHIRE 

WEST OF DESSAU THEN GOES --  

BACK TOWARDS THAT DRAW.  

Alvarez: AND -- AND BASICALLY CUTS OFF ANY ACCESS FROM 

THE -- FROM THE TRAFFIC FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD 



GOING TOWARDS SHROPSHIRE?  

WELL, YOU WOULD HAVE TO CROSS THAT -- THAT MEDIAN 

AREA. AND OPEN UP THE GUARDRAIL IN ORDER TO MAKE 

THAT TURN. I THINK THAT'S WHAT MR. THROWER IS 

SUGGESTING, THAT WOULD BE POSSIBLE. IN THE EXHIBIT 

THAT YOU HAVE I BELIEVE IN FRONT OF YOU NOW KIND OF 

SHOWS THAT TURNING MOVEMENT, THE DESIRE WOULD 

THEN BE YOU WOULDN'T HAVE TO GO FURTHER DOWN. THE 

AREA IS SHADED KIND OF SHADES OUT THE VEGETATION IN 

THAT MEDIAN. BUT THEN YOU WOULD HAVE A CROSSING 

WHERE THE NEIGHBORS COULD ACTUALLY TURN IN, COMING 

IN FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD TO THAT NORTHERN TRACT, 

THEN TURN BACK VIA SHROPSHIRE WITHOUT HAVING TO GO 

OUT TO DESSAU ROAD OR CROSS DESSAU ROAD, TO IN A U-

TURN TO COME BACK.  

RIGHT NOW THE MEDIAN STOPS WHERE IT'S SHOWN THERE? 

YOU WOULD HAVE TO BE --  

YOU WOULD HAVE TO BREAK THE EXISTING --  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

AND IS THAT SOMETHING THAT -- THAT THE CITY WOULD 

APPROVE OR WHO WOULD ALLOW THAT OR --  

MR. ZAPALAC.  

JURISDICTIONALLY.  

MR. ZAPALAC ALREADY LOOKED AT THIS A LITTLE BIT, HE 

CAN PROBABLY TALK TO IT A LITTLE BIT MORE.  

COUNCILMEMBER, THE QUESTION OF -- OF THE MEDIAN 

BREAK AT THIS LOCATION WAS JUST BROUGHT TO STAFF'S 

ATTENTION THIS MORNING. AND WE'VE NOT HAD AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO FULLY ANALYZE IT YET. CONCEPTUALLY, 

WE DON'T HAVE A PROBLEM WITH THE MEDIAN BREAK AT 

THIS LOCATION. BUT WE DO HAVE A CONCERN ABOUT THE 

VISIBILITY SINCE IT'S ON THE INSIDE OF A CURVE AND THERE 

ARE SOME GRADES INVOLVED. SO THIS IS SOMETHING THAT 

WOULD HAVE TO BE CHECKED OUT EITHER PRIOR TO THE 



SECOND AND THIRD READING OR AT THE TIME OF THE SITE 

PLAN REVIEW TO ENSURE THAT IT DOES MEET THE CRITERIA 

FOR VISIBILITY AND SAFETY.  

Alvarez: BUT WOULD THE -- WOULD TRAFFIC -- WOULD YOU 

HAVE TO LOOK AT THE IMPACT ON TRAFFIC IF IT BACKS UP 

FROM DESSAU AND SHROPSHIRE AND WHAT THIS WOULD 

DO TO THAT? DO YOU KNOW -- WOULD THAT BE IMPACTED -- 

WOULD THAT IMPACT THE STAFF'S DECISION OR IS IT MAINLY 

BASED ON -- BASED ON THE VISIBILITY AND --  

CERTAINLY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF -- OF CIRCULATION, 

ACCESS TO THE SITE, ELIMINATING U-TURNS, IT WOULD BE 

BENEFICIAL. BUT WE DO WANT TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE 

NOT CREATING ANOTHER HAZARD THERE BY -- BY A 

VISIBILITY PROBLEM. SO IT WOULD HAVE TO MEET ALL OF 

THE CRITERIA THAT -- THAT THE CITY HAS BEFORE WE 

WOULD ALLOW THE MEDIAN BREAK TO OCCUR.  

Alvarez: IS THAT THE TYPE OF ANALYSIS THAT COULD -- 

COULD BE DONE NOW OR -- OR THAT WOULD HAVE TO WAIT 

UNTIL SITE PLAN?  

WELL, WE WOULD -- WE WOULD PREFER TO DO IT WITH THE 

SITE PLANS BECAUSE AT THAT TIME THE -- THE LOCATION OF 

THE DRIVEWAY WOULD BE PINPOINTED AND -- AND IT WOULD 

BE EASIER TO ANALYZE. WE WOULD HAVE MORE DATA THAN 

WE HAVE AT THIS TIME.  

Alvarez: OKAY. AND -- OKAY. THAT'S ALL OF MY QUESTIONS 

FOR NOW.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

JUST TO FOLLOW UP ON THAT, ARE YOU SAYING THAT A 

ZONING APPROVAL COULD NOT BE CONDITIONED ON THAT 

PARTICULAR CONFIGURATION WHERE -- WHERE YOU COULD 

MAKE A LEFT TURN IN AND OUT OF -- OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

ON TO SHROPSHIRE.  

WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT IT BE ANALYZED AT THE TIME 

OF SITE PLAN. IF YOU -- IF YOU DID CHOOSE TO MAKE IT A 

CONDITION, WE COULD EXAMINE IT PRIOR TO SECOND AND 



THIRD READING. AND COME BACK TO YOU AT THAT TIME 

WITH A MORE DETAILED REPORT. BUT -- BUT FOR THE BEST 

INFORMATION, WE WOULD PREFER TO ANALYZE IT WITH THE 

SITE PLAN. AND WE COULD AT THAT TIME PUT CONDITIONS 

UPON THE -- UPON THE DEVELOPER AND REQUIRING THEM 

TO PAY ALL OF THE COSTS OF MODIFYING THE MEDIAN.  

Leffingwell: OKAY. A COUPLE MORE QUESTIONS THAT I HAVE 

GOT FOR YOU. TALKED ABOUT THE TRAFFIC GENERATED BY 

-- BY THE USES THAT ARE PROPOSED, THE BANK AND THE 

RESTAURANT. WHAT WERE THOSE?  

THE AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC, THE -- ABOUT 4200, HOWEVER 

THERE IS NOT -- DATA, ACCURATE DATA AVAILABLE ON -- ON 

A CONVENIENCE STORE, HOW MUCH TRAFFIC IT WOULD 

GENERATE. I'M ESTIMATING THAT COULD ADD ANOTHER 

TWO TO 3,000 TRIPS. SO PROBABLY AROUND 7 TO -- 6 TO 

7,000 TOTAL TRIPS. AND HOW WOULD THAT COMPARE TO 

OFFICE?  

OFFICE, WELL, THAT ACTUALLY ASSUMES 8,000 SQUARE 

FEET OF OFFICE. THAT WAS THE ASSUMPTION IN THERE, IN 

THEIR TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS. I DON'T HAVE A 

CALCULATION, I COULD TRY TO RUN THAT CALCULATION 

AND -- AND LET YOU KNOW IF -- IF THE ENTIRE THING WERE 

DEVELOPED AS OFFICE. BUT I DON'T HAVE THOSE NUMBERS 

RIGHT NOW.  

Leffingwell: CAN YOU APPROXIMATE ANYTHING? DO YOU 

THINK IT WOULD BE MORE OR LESS OR ABOUT THE SAME?  

I CAN -- YES, I CAN TRY TO GET A NUMBER FOR YOU.  

Leffingwell: OKAY. THANKS. I HAD A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS 

FOR -- FOR GREG. SO RIGHT NOW THAT -- THAT NORTHERN 

TRACT IS DR.  

THAT'S CORRECT, DEVELOPMENT RESERVE.  

Leffingwell: SO THERE WAS SOME COMMENTS MADE ABOUT 

THE EFFECT ON WALNUT CREEK FLOODING IF THIS 

DEVELOPMENT WERE TO TAKE PLACE. SO IT'S ALWAYS BEEN 

MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE CALCULATION OF THE 



FLOODPLAINS IS BASED ON A BUILDOUT. EVEN THOUGH IT'S 

NOT ALREADY THERE OR ZONED. IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

THIS PROPERTY ALREADY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE 

FLOODPLAIN DETERMINATION?  

I'M -- I HAVEN'T SEEN ANY FLOODPLAIN DATA SPECIFICALLY 

ON THIS TRACT. BUT WHEN IT WOULD SPEAK TO THE 

IMPERVIOUS COVER ON THE DEVELOPMENT, IT WOULD BE 

THE NET SITE AREA, SO IT WOULD REMOVE THAT AREA 

THAT'S IN THE FLOODPLAIN. BEING IN SUBURBAN IT WOULD 

HAVE 80% IMPERVIOUS COVER LIMITATION FOR 

COMMERCIAL USE. IF THE ZONING WAS MADE MORE 

RESTRICTIVE, GOING TO A CATEGORY FROM EITHER GR OR 

LR TO THE NO DISTRICT, THAT WOULD BE SOMETHING LESS 

THAN THE 80%. SO -- SO OBVIOUSLY --  

THAT'S BUILT INTO THE FLOODPLAIN DETERMINATION, AS I 

UNDERSTAND IT.  

THAT'S -- THAT'S PART OF THE DETERMINATION WHEN IT'S 

DONE AT THE TIME OF THE SITE PLAN, WHAT THEY COULD 

DEVELOP OF THE NET SITE AREA, BUT THAT AREA IS 

EXCLUDED FROM THE IMPERVIOUS COVER THAT THEY 

COULD GET ON THAT TRACT. ANOTHER QUESTION HERE, 

COULD A CONDITIONAL OVERLAY BE IMPOSED THAT COULD 

LIMIT THE IMPERVIOUS COVER ON THE TRACT IF.  

YES, IT COULD.  

WHAT WAS THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ABOUT THE 

REGIONAL DETENTION? ARE THEY PARTICIPATING IN 

REGIONAL DETENTION?  

I DON'T THINK THAT HAS ACTUALLY BEEN DETERMINED AT 

THIS TIME. IT COULD BE ON SITE AND WE WILL PROBABLY 

HAVE TO DO -- SPEAK WITH WATERSHED PROTECTION STAFF 

TO FIND OUT IF THAT PARTICIPATION IS AVAILABLE TO THIS 

PROPERTY. MR. THROWER MAY ACTUALLY HAVE -- HAVE 

MADE INQUIRY OF WHETHER REGIONAL IS AVAILABLE FOR 

THIS PROPERTY.  

SO ARE YOU SAYING THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO DO ONE 



OR THE OTHER ONSITE OR REGIONAL?  

THEY COULD DO ON-SITE. IT WOULD HAVE TO BE AN 

ACCOMMODATION FOR THE TWO YEAR STORM, SO YOU 

DON'T HAVE ACTUALLY MINOR EROSION ON THE PROPERTY. 

BUT -- BUT I'M NOT SURE IF THERE'S REGIONAL DETENTION 

AVAILABLE THAT THIS PROPERTY COULD PARTICIPATE IN AT 

THIS TIME.  

ARE YOU GOING TO ADDRESS THAT QUESTION?  

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL, THERE IS REGIONAL 

DETENTION AVAILABLE IN THE PARKLAND AREA BEHIND THIS 

PROPERTY. WE HAVE NOT EXPLORED WHETHER WE CAN 

PAY IN LIEU OF, ENTER INTO THE REGIONAL SYSTEM OR NOT 

BUT IT IS AN OPTION. BUT NONETHELESS WE STILL HAVE TO 

PROVE UP CONVEYANCE AND CAPACITY OF THAT POND.  

Leffingwell: YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO ADD THE ISSUE IN 

ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. EITHER PARTNERSHIPS ARE 

PARTICIPATING IN REGIONAL OR ONSITE DETENTION.  

ABSOLUTELY. WE ARE REQUIRED TO.  

Leffingwell: ALL RIGHT. WHILE YOU ARE UP HERE, WOULD -- 

WOULD A REDUCTION IN IMPERVIOUS COVER IMPOSED AS A 

CONDITIONAL OVERLAY BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOU?  

WE WOULD ENTERTAIN THAT IF --  

Leffingwell: YOU WOULD WANT TO KNOW WHAT THE NUMBER 

IS FIRST [LAUGHTER]  

YES, SIR.  

Leffingwell: NOW YOU ARE ALLOWED 80%.  

THAT IS CORRECT.  

Leffingwell: IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE -- I THINK IT'S THE 

SAME FOR OFFICE, ISN'T IT?  

IF YOU ZONE THE PROPERTY GO, WHICH WOULD BE SIMILAR 



INTENSITY TO GR, THAT WOULD HAVE AN 80% IMPERVIOUS 

COVER LIMITATION UNDER THE GO IT'S 90%, UNDER GR IF 

YOU ARE LOOKING AT THE LR DISTRICT, THAT WOULD HAVE 

80% IMPERVIOUS COVER, AND IF YOU LOOK AT WHAT WOULD 

BE THE EQUIVALENT OF OFFICE OF THAT, THEN THE -- THE 

LIMITED OFFICE, THAT WOULD ALLOW 70% IMPERVIOUS 

COVER. THIS WOULD BE GROSS AREA.  

WOULD YOU ACCEPT 70%, THE LO IMPERVIOUS COVER 

LIMIT?  

YES, WE WILL. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU.  

MR. ZAPALAC, BRIEFLY SINCE WE ARE PAST OUR 5:30 BREAK. 

SORT OF REMIND US, EVEN THE AUDIENCE, YOU KNOW, 

WEEKLY WE HAVE THESE ZONING CASES WHERE A PIECE OF 

PROPERTY TECHNICALLY IS GIVEN A ZONING CATEGORY, 

WITH THAT OF COURSE THAT HAS PARAMETERS OF USES 

AND HEIGHT AND IMPERVIOUS COVER AND OTHER -- BUT 

EVEN AFTER -- AFTER A ZONING DESIGNATION IS GIVEN TO A 

PIECE OF PROPERTY, THEN AS PART OF THE SITE PLAN 

PROCESS THERE'S A NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL REVIEWS. 

TRANSPORTATION BEING A KEY ONE, BUT SO IS -- SO IS 

DRAINAGE. CAN YOU JUST TALK BRIEFLY ABOUT -- ABOUT 

EVEN ONCE A PROPERTY IS ZONED THAT DOESN'T IN AND OF 

ITSELF ENTITLEMENT A PIECE OF PROPERTY BECAUSE 

THERE ARE STILL OTHER PARAMETERS, SOME NON-COUNCIL 

APPROVED PARAMETERS THAT HAVE TO BE MET FOR THAT 

SITE TO BE DEVELOPED.  

THAT'S CORRECT, MAYOR. WHEN A PROPERTY COMES IN, TO 

BE REDEVELOPED, OR DEVELOPED IN THIS CASE, THERE 

ARE LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS, THERE ARE SETBACKS 

FROM THE CREEK, THAT -- THAT THIS PROPERTY WILL HAVE 

TO SET BACK FROM, THERE ARE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

LIMITED, MAYBE MORE LIMITED BY THE -- BY THE 

WATERSHED REGULATIONS AS I MENTIONED BEFORE 

BECAUSE YOU WILL TAKE OUT THE FLOODPLAIN AREA, AND 

IT'S CALLED A NET SITE AREA CALCULATION. SO YOU MAY BE 

ABLE TO DO 80% OF THE AREA THAT'S NOT IN THAT 

FLOODPLAIN AREA. THEY WILL HAVE TO CALCULATE 



PARKING, WHICH MAY REDUCE THE SIDES OF BUILDINGS ON 

THE PROPERTY. I THINK MR. THROWER'S CONCEPTUAL PLAN 

PROBABLY DID THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF PARKING 

SPACES. USUALLY THEY MAKE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 

LANDSCAPING. IT'S SELDOM THAT A PROJECT COULD EVER 

ACHIEVE ITS MAXIMUM FLOOR TO AREA RATIO WHICH IN THE 

CASE OF GR WOULD BE ONE TO ONE BECAUSE OF THE SITE 

CONSTRAINTS OF PROVIDING PARKING, MAKING SURE 

THERE'S ADEQUATE LANDSCAPING, TAKING INTO 

CONSIDERATION FLOODPLAIN AND SETBACKS FROM THE 

CREEK. SO THESE ARE THINGS THAT -- THAT WOULD 

REDUCE THE SIZE OF THE OVERALL PROJECT.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. WELL, SO COUNCIL 

WE HAVE ENDED THE PUBLIC HEARING PART OF THIS. WE 

COULD -- WE COULD BASED ON SORT OF THE WILL OF THE 

COUNCIL, WHETHER WE THINK WE ARE WORKING TOWARDS 

A -- A POTENTIAL MOTION AND SOUNDS LIKE STAFF WOULD 

ONLY BE READY FOR FIRST READING REGARDLESS, WE 

COULD TAKE ACTION NOW OR WE COULD -- WE COULD 

BREAK FOR LIVE MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS AND HAVE 

MORE TIME FOR COUNCIL TO CONTEMPLATE THIS. I WOULD 

RECOMMEND MORE QUESTIONS, COMMENTS OR ENTERTAIN 

A MOTION.  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL, GEORGE JUST INDICATED TO ME 

THAT HE HAD DONE THAT QUICK CALCULATION IN THE 

OFFICE. IF THE DEVELOPED SOLELY FOR OFFICE IT WOULD 

GENERATE BETWEEN 600 AND 700 TRIPS. [ONE MOMENT 

PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

Dunkerley: AS FAR AS I CAN TELL, IT DOES NOT SEEM TO BE A 

VERY APPROPRIATE AREA FOR OFFICE BECAUSE THERE IS 

REALLY -- AT LEAST IT DIDN'T SEEM TO ME THAT THERE 

WOULD BE. IT'S A LITTLE BIT OUT OF THE WAY FOR OFFICE 

CONSTRUCTION, I THINK. FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH, I'D LIKE 

SOMEBODY TO CHECK THE SPEED LIMITS. >>  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I'D ECHO COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY'S 

QUESTION. I'D LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THAT BECAUSE I 

GUESS WE NEED TO DECIDE IS DESSAU A HIGHWAY? IF 



DESSAU IS A HIGHWAY, THEN IT NEEDS ONE KIND OF URBAN 

PLANNING FOR ROADS, BUT WHAT'S HAPPENING IS THE FACT 

ON THE GROUND ALONG DESSAU, THE DESSAU CORRIDOR 

IS IT'S NOT A HIGHWAY, IT'S NOT NEIGHBORHOODS COMING 

UP RIGHT OFF OF IT, AND THAT SUGGESTS THAT WE SHOULD 

BE GOING MORE OF A 35, 40 MILES PER HOUR RANGE 

BECAUSE THE HIGHWAY IS NOT FUNCTIONING AS A 

HIGHWAY, BUT AS A NEIGHBORHOOD ARTERIAL. WE DON'T 

HAVE 50 MILES PER HOUR SPEED LIMITS ON NEIGHBORHOOD 

ARTERIALS. SO I THINK THAT IS A BIG SOURCE OF OUR 

PLANNING IN THIS AREA. IT WOULD BE SURPRISING TO SAY 

THAT YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE COMMERCIAL ALONG THIS 

ROAD WHERE IT IS, AND I'M SKEPTICAL THAT YOU WOULD 

NOT PERMIT COMMERCIAL, BUT WE ALSO NEED TO DO 

SOMETHING TO REDUCE THAT SPEED LIMIT TO MAKE IT SINK 

UP WITH WHAT IS THE REALITY OF WHAT DESSAU'S 

FUNCTION IS AND URBAN PLANNING AT THE SAME TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: MY POINT OF VIEW, I THINK THE NUMBER OF TRIPS 

ARE -- THERE'S TOO MANY TRIPS EVEN THE CONFIGURATION 

OF THIS INTERSECTION, AND IF YOU ACTUALLY LOOK AT 

WHO WOULD BE ACCESSING THESE USES, WHETHER YOU'RE 

COMING FROM SOUTH, WHICH YOU WOULD NEED TO DO A U-

TURN TO ACCESS ONE OF THE RETAIL USES OR GO INTO 

THE NORTHERN TRACT AND COME BACK OUT AND GO 

SOUTH. IT SEEMS LIKE THAT'S THE SAFEST THAT WOULD BE 

FOR THOSE FOLKS, BUT IF YOU'RE COMING FROM THE 

NORTH TOWARDS THESE USES, THEN YOU'D EITHER, WHEN 

YOU COME OUT OF THIS CORNER TRACT ON THE 

NORTHWEST CORNER, YOU WOULD HAVE TO MAKE A U-

TURN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR CUT ACROSS THREE 

LANES OF TRAFFIC TO GO BACK NORTH. THAT WOULD 

INVOLVE MAKING A U-TURN ON DESSAU AND GO BACK 

NORTH, AND SINCE THAT'S KIND OF DANGEROUS, FOLKS 

MIGHT OPT TO GO THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD INSTEAD 

OF WANTING TO MAKE A U-TURN ON DESSAU AND KIND OF 

PUT THEIR LIVES AT RISK. SO I'M TRYING -- I DON'T THINK 

EVEN FOUR TO FIVE THOUSAND TRIPS FOR ME IS 

ACCEPTABLE GIVEN THE FLOW AND HOW IT WOULD WORK IN 

THAT INTERSECTION, SO I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A FURTHER 



RESTRICTION ON TRIPS AND MAYBE CLOSER TO THE 

AMOUNT THAT WOULD BE ALLOWED FOR OFFICE THAN THE 

AMOUNT THAT'S CURRENTLY ON THE TABLE, WHICH COULD 

POTENTIALLY BE UP TO SIX OR SEVEN THOUSAND TRIPS A 

DAY. AGAIN, THAT MANY TRIPS PER DAY, AND WE'RE NOT 

TALKING ABOUT OVER A WEEK OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. SO 

IT'S PRETTY SIGNIFICANT, AND I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A 

REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF TRIPS TO TWO OR THREE 

THOUSAND POSSIBLY, BUT I'M NOT SURE IF REDUCING 

IMPERVIOUS COVER IS BETTER OR REDUCING THE TRIPS. I'M 

OPEN IN TERMS OF HOW WE MIGHT LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF 

FOLKS WHO WOULD BE PLACED IN THIS I THINK PRECARIOUS 

SITUATION, BUT ALSO UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS -- AGAIN, 

THIS IS DESSAU ROAD AND COMMERCIAL USE IS PROBABLY 

LIKELY I JUST THINK FROM A SAFETY STANDPOINT WE 

OUGHT TO LOOK AT THE NUMBER OF TRIPS WE THINK ARE 

ACCEPTABLE, AND GIVEN THE CONFIGURATION OF THIS 

INTERSECTION. THANKS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. COUNCIL, MY INSTINCT IS THAT 

THIS IS GOING TO TAKE A LITTLE BIT OF DELIBERATION FOR 

US TO -- FOR THERE TO BE A MODEST CONSENSUS TO 

CRAFT SOME PROPOSAL, SO MY RECOMMENDATION WOULD 

BE THAT WE GO AHEAD AND TAKE OUR BREAK AND IT 

ACTUALLY MIGHT GIVE A COLLEAGUE OR TWO TIME TO 

CONTEMPLATE HOW TO COME FORWARD WITH A MOTION ON 

THIS CASE. SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I'M NOT TOO SURE IF THIS IS THE RIGHT THING TO 

DO OR NOT, BUT WOULD IT BE APPROPRIATE JUST TO MAKE 

A MOTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT THIS POINT SO 

FOLKS CAN GO HOME IF THAT IS THEIR WISH?  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL THAT I'LL SECOND TO CLOSE THIS COMBINED 

PUBLIC HEARING, CASE 56 AND 57. I DO ANTICIPATE US, OF 

COURSE, PICKING UP THE DISCUSSION IMMEDIATELY AFTER 

LIVE MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS TO ENTERTAIN A 

POTENTIAL MOTION. ALL THOSE IN FAVOR OF CLEESING THE 

PUBLIC HEARING, PLEASE SAY AYE. OPPOSED? MOTION 

PASS OZ A VOTE OF SIX TO ZERO. THANK YOU, 

COUNCILMEMBER. SO WITH THAT WE'LL NOW BREAK FOR 



LIVE MUSIC AND PROCLAMATIONS. STAY TUNED FOR MUSIC 

FROM MYRNA CABELLO. TECHNICALLY THE COUNCIL WILL BE 

IN RECESS WHILE WE ARE IN LIVE MUSIC AND 

PROCLAMATIONS.  

Alvarez: GOOD EVENING, AND WELCOME TO THE LIVE MUSIC 

PART OF THE PART OF THE MEETING TO BE FOLLOWED BY 

PROCLAMATIONS. AND I WANT TO THANK THE MAYOR FOR 

GIVING ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO INTRODUCE THE NEXT 

BAND WHO I THINK YOU'RE GOING TO ENJOY GREATLY. I'M 

COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ, JUST HERE TO REMIND 

EVERYONE THAT IT'S LATINO MUSIC MONTH IN AUSTIN. AND 

THERE'S A LOT OF EXCITING SHOWS AND PROGRAMS GOING 

ON ALL MONTH LONG. YOU CAN GO TO 

WWW.AUSTINLATINOMUSIC.COM TO FIND OUT WHAT'S 

HAPPENING FOR THE REST OF THE MONTH. I WILL NOTE 

THAT THERE'S A GREAT SHOW TOMORROW NIGHT AT THE 

BROKEN SPOKE FEATURING LATINO COUNTRY WESTERN 

MUSIC ARTISTS, RICK TREVINO, BURT RIVERA AND BOBBY 

FLORES. SO IT'S A GREAT, GREAT LINEUP. I WANT TO INVITE 

EVERYONE TOMORROW AS PART OF OUR LIVE FROM THE 

PLAZA EVENT, WE HAVE A GROUP CALLED OPAL LA TIVO, SO 

YOU CAN COME OUT AT LUNCHTIME. AND ON MAY 26TH YOU 

WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO HEAR MYRNA, WHO IS ABOUT TO 

PERFORM, AT A PROGRAM THAT SHOWCASES LATINO 

ARTISTS AT THREADGILL'S. A LOT OF GREAT THINGS 

HAPPENING. AUSTIN LATINO MUSIC.COM FOR MORE 

INFORMATION. A LITTLE MORE ABOUT MYRNA CABELLO. 

SHE'S A MULTITALENTED ARTIST. SHE HAS MORE THAN 250 

FILM, COMMERCIAL, VOICEOVER AND INDUSTRIAL CREDITS 

TO HER NAME AND IS REFERRED TO AS ONE OF THE TOP 

BILINGUAL TALENTS IN TEXAS. LED BY MYRNA, THE BAND 

MERGES BLUES, ROCK AND SOUL WITH LATIN AND 

CARIBBEAN BEATS. THE BAND RELEASED ITS FIRST CD LAST 

YEAR AND THEY HAVE BEEN SHOWCASED AT THE TEXAS 

MUSIC MUSEUM AND WILL BE AT THE UPCOMING LATINO 

SHOWCASE ON MAY 26TH AT THREADGILLS. PLEASE JOIN ME 

IN WELCOMING THE MULTITALENTED MYRNA CABELLO. [ 

APPLAUSE ] [ (music) MUSIC PLAYING (music)(music) ] [ (music) 

MUSIC PLAYING (music)(music) ] [ (music) MUSIC PLAYING 

(music)(music) ] [ (music) MUSIC PLAYING (music)(music) ] [ 

APPLAUSE ]  



Alvarez: GREAT. HERE'S A PROCLAMATION HONORING YOU 

FOR SHARING YOUR MUSIC AND YOUR TALENT WITH US. BE 

IT KNOWN THAT WHEREAS THE LOCAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

MAKES MANY CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTIN'S SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND WHEREAS THE DEDICATED 

EFFORTS OF ARTISTS FURTHER AUSTIN'S STATUS AS THE 

LIVE MUSIC CAPITOL OF THE WORLD, NOW THEREFORE I, 

WILL WYNN, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN AND THE CITY 

COUNCIL DO HERE BY PROCLAIM MAY 18th, 2006 AS MYRNA 

CABELLO DAY IN AUSTIN. [ APPLAUSE ] AN PRESENT THIS TO 

YOU AND GIVE YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO LET US KNOW IF 

THERE'S ANY OTHER SHOWS OR MAYBE SHARE YOUR 

WEBSITE SO THEY CAN FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT 

YOU'RE DOING THESE DAYS.  

I JUST WANT -- OVER HERE? I JUST WANT TO THANK THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN, CITY COUNCIL, MAYOR, EVERYONE THANK 

YOU FOR COMING OUT. THIS IS A WONDERFUL HONOR. AND I 

APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT. I DO WANT TO ONCE 

AGAIN STATE THE LATINA SHOWCASE THAT IS HAPPENING 

FRIDAY, MAY 26TH WITH PATRICIA SHAUN, ROSIE FLORES 

AND MYSELF. SO COME OUT AND IT STARTS AT 7:30 AT 

THREADGILLS. I'D LIKE TO SEE ALL OF YOU THERE. WE HAVE 

A WEBSITE WHERE YOU CAN CHECK OUT OUR OTHER LIVE 

LAITS, MYRNA MUSIC.COM. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] >>>  

Mayor Wynn: SO WHILE THE MUSIC BREAKS DOWN ON THAT 

SIDE, WE'LL USE THIS PODIUM FOR OUR PROCLAMATIONS. 

WE DO TRY TO USE THIS TIME EVERY WEEK IS TO 

RECOGNIZE AND RAISE AWARENESS OF IMPORTANT ISSUES 

IN THE COMMUNITY, OFTEN TIMES SAY THANK YOU AND 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FOLKS. AND SO OUR FIRST 

PROCLAMATION IS PROCLAIMING NATIONAL WOMEN'S 

HEALTH WEEK. I'M JOINED BY DR. VALDEZ AND DONNA 

SUNDSTROM. THEY'LL TALK ABOUT THE CHANCE TO RAISE 

AWARENESS AND WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING DURING THE 

WEEK. THE PROCLAMATION READS: BE IT KNOWN WHEREAS 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH WEEK CELEBRATES 

EXTRAORDINARY PROGRESS IN WOMEN'S HEALTH AND 

RECOGNIZES THAT MORE WORK IS NECESSARY TO SAVE 

GUARD THE HEALTH OF WOMEN FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. AND WHEREAS WOMEN FROM ALL WALKS OF 



LIFE AND IN EVERY STAGE OF LIFE HAVE UNIQUE HEALTH 

NEEDS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. 

AND WHEREAS WOMEN CAN PROMOTE HEALTH AND 

PREVENT DISEASE AND ILLNESS BY TAKING SIMPLE STEPS 

TO I IMPROVE THEIR PHYSICAL, MENTAL, SOCIAL AND 

SPIRITUAL HEALTH WHILE PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER 

SERVICES HELP IMPROVE AWARENESS OF OTHER ISSUES. 

THEREFORE I, WILL WYNN AND THE CITY OF AUSTIN DO 

HERE BY PROCLAIM MAY 14TH THROUGH 20TH, 2006 AS 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH WEEK AND CALL ON DONNA TO 

COME UP AND TALK ABOUT THE WEEK AND HELP US RAISE 

AWARENESS. DONNA? AND DR. VALDEZ. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. I JUST WANT TO SAY A FEW QUICK 

WORDS ABOUT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT ON BEHALF OF 

MR. DAVID LURIE TO THANK THE MAYOR FOR HIS CONTINUED 

SUPPORT AND PROMOTING HEALTH IN OUR COMMUNITY. A 

QUICK THING ABOUT OUR HEALTH DEPARTMENT. WE REALLY 

SERVE FOUR FUNCTIONS IN THE COMMUNITY. WE PREVENT 

INFEK CHUS AND CHRONIC DISEASES. WE PROMOTE 

HEALTHIER LIFESTYLES IN OUR COMMUNITY. WE ALSO 

PREVENT THE COMMUNITY FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

SUCH AS BUY LOGIC, TERRORISM AND BAN DEMMIC 

INFLUENZA, REGULAR INFLUENZA AS WELL AS OTHER 

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS AND LASTLY WE PROVIDE 

CRITICAL SERVICES TO OUR COMMUNITY SUCH AS 

IMMUNIZATION OR AS DONNA IS GOING TO EXPLAIN TO YOU, 

OUR IS SERVICES TO WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN. 

THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, DR. VALDEZ AND THANK YOU, MAYOR WYNN 

FOR INVITING THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH WEEK. THIS 

WEEK IS A NATIONAL EFFORT TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT 

MANAGEABLE STEPS WOMEN CAN TAKE TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HEALTH AND AS WELL AS HELP UNDERSERVED WOMEN GAIN 

ACCESS TO IMPORTANT PREVENTIVE SERVICES. AS WOMEN 

WE OFTEN DON'T ACKNOWLEDGE OUR OWN HEALTH NEEDS 

WHILE OUR HEALTH IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT TO OUR 

FAMILIES, OUR COMMUNITIES AND OUR NATION. WHILE WE 

WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT ALL CITIZENS OF AUSTIN ARE 

SO HEALTHY THAT WE DON'T NEED TO FOCUS ON THESE 

MATTERS, THE REALITY IS OTHERWISE. WE KNOW THERE 



ARE DIFFERENCES IN THE LEVEL IN QUALITY OF HEALTH 

BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN AND DIFFERENT ETHNIC 

GROUPS. THESE DISPARITIES GENERALLY REFLECT 

BROADER UNDERLYING SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND 

ECONOMICAL DIFFERENCES. THESE DISPARITIES -- DEALING 

WITH THESE BROADER PROBLEMS REQUIRE SUSTAINED 

EFFORTS BY OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITIES. MANY DISEASES 

THAT ARE THE LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG WOMEN 

ARE PREVENTABLE, MANAGEABLE AND IF CAUGHT EARLY 

ENOUGH TREATABLE. HEART DISEASE DEDUCTION, BREAST 

CANCER EXAMINATIONS, TREATMENT PREVENTION, 

HIV/AIDS, TB AND STD'S ARE ALL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

THROUGH THE CITY, AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT. IN OUR W.I.C. PROGRAM 

WE PROVIDE NUTRITION SERVICES TO OVER 6500 WOMEN, 

TOTALING 78,000 ENCOUNTERS EACH YEAR. OUR NUTRITION 

SERVICES INCLUDE NUTRITION EDUCATION FOR A HEALTHY 

PREGNANCY, PROMOTING BREASTFEEDING EDUCATION AND 

SUPPORT. BREASTFEEDING NOT ONLY ENSURES THE 

HEALTHIEST START FOR THE INFANT, BUT ALSO HAS MANY 

BENEFITS TO THE MOTHERS, INCLUDING A DECREASED RISK 

OF BREAST AND OVARIAN CANCERS AND OSTEOPOROSIS. 

WE ENCOURAGE ALL WOMEN TO SCHEDULE A DOCTOR'S 

VISIT TO DETERMINE THEIR CURRENT STATE OF HEALTH 

AND TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MANY PROGRAMS THAT 

WE HAVE IN THE CITY THAT INCLUDE EXERCISE, NUTRITION, 

SCREENING AND SUPPORT GROUPS. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: EVERYBODY COME ON UP. WE HAVE A HOST OF 

AUDITORS IN THE ROOM. BECAUSE WE'RE ALSO ABOUT TO 

CELEBRATE INTERNAL AUDIT WEEK. AND I'LL JUST SAY THIS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF REALLY 

HOW COMPLICATED IN PART OUR JOBS ARE BECAUSE THE 

CITY IS IN SO MANY DIFFERENT BUSINESSES. AND IT REALLY, 

REALLY HELPS THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS AND OF 

COURSE SENIOR CITY MANAGEMENT TO HAVE AUDIT TEAMS, 

PARTICULARLY INTERNAL AUDITORS BECAUSE OTHERWISE 

IT'S JUST FRANKLY VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO FIGURE OUT 

THE MATH AND FIGURE OUT THE CHALLENGES OF EACH 

INDIVIDUAL DEPARTMENT. SO WE'RE ABOUT TO CELEBRATE 

INTERNAL AUDIT WEEK. AFTER A READ THE PROCLAMATION, 



THEN BENNY WILL COME UP AND TALK ABOUT INTERNAL 

AUDIT WORK. THE PROCLAMATION READS: BE IT KNOWN 

WHEREAS THE AUSTIN CHAPTER OF THE INSTITUTE OF 

INTERNAL AUDITORS OR IIA WAS CHARTERED IN 1979 BY 13 

AUDITORS AND HAS SINCE GROWN TO A MEMBERSHIP OF 

577, INCLUDING 23 CITY OF AUSTIN EMPLOYEES. AND 

WHEREAS THE ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF INTERNAL AUDIT 

WEEK FOCUSES ATTENTION ON THE INVALUABLE 

ASSISTANCE THAT INTERNAL AUDITORS PROVIDE 

ORGANIZATIONS IN EVALUATING RISK AND OPPORTUNITIES 

AND IN ENSURING EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS AND 

WHEREAS WE'RE ALL ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO RECOGNIZE 

THE COMMITMENT OF OUR LOCAL AUDITORS TO UP HOLDING 

THE STANDARDS OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION 

AND TO CONGRATULATE THOSE WHO SERVE IN LEADERSHIP 

POSITIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OR 

WITH THE AUSTIN CHAPTER. NOW THEREFORE I, WILL WYNN, 

MAYOR OF AUSTIN, DO HERE BY PROCLAIM THE WEEK OF 

MAY 21st THROUGH 27TH, 2006 AS INTERNAL AUDIT WEEK 

AND ASK BENNY TO STEP FORWARD AND TALK ABOUT 

INTERNAL AUDIT, THE LOCAL ORGANIZATION AND THE ROLE 

YOU ALL PLAY. AND PLEASE JOIN ME IN THANKING THESE 

FINE PROFESSIONALS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. WE COULDN'T GET ALL 13 FOLKS 

HERE, BUT WE GOT MOST OF THEM HERE. THE LOCAL 

CHAPTER, WHICH CONSISTS OF ABOUT 550 PEOPLE, WE 

HAVE FOLKS HERE REPRESENTING ALL TYPES OF AGENCIES 

IN ADDITION TO NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. WE 

PROVIDE ASSURANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY AND IT'S A 

TOUGH BUSINESS, SO IT'S VERY NICE TO GET THIS 

RECOGNITION. THAT'S ABOUT IT. HE PRETTY MUCH STOLE 

MY THUNDER BY READING THIS STUFF. IT'S ALL IN THERE. 

AGAIN, THANK YOU VERY MUCH. THIS IS VERY NICE. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: OUR NEXT PROCLAMATION IS REGARDING 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK. OF COURSE I'M JOINED BY A 

NUMBER OF CURRENT POLICE OFFICERS. IT LOOKS LIKE A 

COUPLE OF FUTURE POLICE OFFICERS AS WELL. I'LL READ 

THE PROCLAMATION AND I'LL ASK MIKE SHEFFIELD TO STEP 

FORWARD AND TALK ABOUT NATIONAL POLICE WEEK. AND 

OF COURSE, WE AT AUSTIN GET DITION PROPORTIONAL 



HEADLINES THIS WEEK BECAUSE WE'RE ALSO SAYING 

GOOD-BYE TO A LONG-STANDING, LONG SERVING FINE 

POLICE CHIEF IN STAN KNEE AND ALSO WANTED TO 

RECOGNIZE NEWLY APPOINTED ACCOUNTING POLICE CHIEF 

KATHY ELLISON. THE PROCLAMATION READS: BE IT KNOWN 

WHEREAS SINCE 1962 THIS WEEK HAS BEEN SET ASIDE TO 

RECOGNIZE THE SERVICE GIVEN BY THE MEN AND WOMEN 

OF OUR POLICE DEPARTMENT WHO PROTECT US NIGHT AND 

DAY THROUGH THE ENFORCEMENT OF OUR LAWS AND 

WHEREAS AUSTIN'S FINEST, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO 

BELONG TO THE AUSTIN POLICE ASSOCIATION, ARE 

COMMITTED TO MAKING A POSITIVE IMPACT ON OUR CITY 

NOT ONLY THROUGH THEIR WORK, BUT THROUGH THIS 

REPORT OF AND PARTICIPATION IN MANY COMMUNITY 

ACTIVITIES. AND WHEREAS THE POLICE ASSOCIATION IS 

COMMITTED TO SPENDING $30,000 THIS YEAR TO PROVIDE 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR YOUTH TO HELP BUILD A HOME 

THROUGH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY AND TO SUPPORT 

COMMUNITY CULTURAL EVENTS LIKE CINCO DE MAYO, JUNE 

TEENTH AND THE ASIAN YOUTH SOCIETY. I WILL WYNN HERE 

BY PROCLAIM THIS AS NATIONAL POLICE WEEK HERE IN 

AUSTIN, CALL ON ALL CITIZENS TO JOIN ME IN THANKING 

THESE FINE MEN AND WOMEN AND ASK MR. MIKE SHEFFIELD 

TO COME FORWARD AND TALK TO US ABOUT THE WEEK. 

MIKE?  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR THIS RECOGNITION. 

THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 

IN THE LINE OF DUTY. THIS IN SOME WAY TODAY COMING 

FORWARD WAS AN EFFORT FOR US TO SHOW THE 

APPRECIATION THAT CITIZENS HAVE SHOWN THE FAMILIES 

OF OFFICERS WHO HAVE BEEN SLAIN IN THE LINE OF DUTY 

AND I THINK ONE OF THE THINGS WE LIKE TO DO IS GIVE 

BACK TO THE COMMUNITY AND THIS IS IN SOME WAY THE 

ASSOCIATION'S EFFORTS TO SHOW THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN 

OUR APPRECIATION FOR EVERYTHING THAT'S BEEN DONE 

FOR US AS A POLICE DEPARTMENT OVER THE YEARS. I'D 

LIKE TO BRING UP WILLIAM BECK TO TALK ABOUT ONE OF 

THE PROGRAMS THAT WE'RE VERY PROUD OF. WILLIAM? IT 

OFFICER WILLIAM BECK. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THE BOY SCOUTS HAVE BEEN AROUND FOR ABOUT 95 

YEARS. ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 



STARTED SPONSORING A BOY SCOTT TROOP DOWN AT 

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. AND THESE THREE YOUNG MEN 

ARE A REPRESENTATION OF SOME OF THE YOUTH THAT WE 

HAVE PARTICIPATING IN THIS PROGRAM. OVER THE PAST 

ALMOST TWO YEARS NOW, THESE YOUNG MEN HAVE LIVED 

UP TO SOME OF THE HIGHEST POINTS OF SCOUTING. THEY 

HAVE STAYED TRUSTWORTHY, THEY HAVE STAYED LOYAL, 

AND THEY HAVE ALWAYS REMAINED HELPFUL TO THEIR 

COMMUNITY. JONATHAN CHAVEZ, HE'S ONE OF OUR FIRST 

SCOUTS. HE SIGNED UP NOVEMBER 18th OF 2004, I BELIEVE, 

AND HE IS NOW THE SENIOR PATROL LEADER FOR THE 

TROOP. AND HE'S DONE AN EXCELLENT JOB AND HE WILL BE 

GETTING HIS SECOND CLASS RANK VERY SOON. ALEX 

GOVILLO SIGNED UP LAST YEAR, AND SINCE THEN HE HAS 

BEEN INSTRUMENTAL TO THE TROOP. HE'S ALWAYS HELPING 

SUPPORT THE NEWER SCOUTS. AND THEN JIM WATSON, 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, HE HAS BEEN A CONSTANT SOURCE 

OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE SCOUTS. [ LAUGHTER ] AND HE 

HAS ALSO BEEN AN INSPIRATION TO MOST OF THE SCOUTS 

ALSO. RIGHT NOW WE HAVE 12 SCOUTS AND WE DEFINITELY 

HOPE TO BE EXPANDING WITHIN THE FUTURE. HOPEFULLY 

WE WON'T HAVE -- WE WON'T EVER REACH A LIMIT TO HOW 

MANY SCOUTS WE WILL BRING THROUGH THIS PROGRAM 

AND HOW MANY LIVES WE CAN TOUCH WITH THIS. BUT I 

THINK THESE YOUNG MEN ARE FINE EXAMPLES OF WHAT WE 

ARE TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH HERE AND HOPEFULLY THEY 

WILL CONTINUE ON IN THE FINE TRADITION OF SCOUTING. 

THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] > 

OUR LAST RECOGNITION OF A WEEK OR A MONTH IS MAY 

HAPPENS TO BE MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 

NATIONALLY. WE'RE HERE ALSO TO CELEBRATE NAMI 

AUSTIN, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MENTAL ILLNESS 

MONTH HERE IN AUSTIN. AFTER I READ THE PROCLAMATION, 

ERIC BLOOM BURG IS GOING TO TALK ABOUT THE LOCAL 

CHAPTER. THERE'S A VERY LARGE, IMPRESSIVE MEETING 

JUST THIS PAST SATURDAY THAT I ATTENDED BRIEFLY. A 

LOT OF FOLKS, A LOT OF PROFESSIONALS VERY MUCH 

DEDICATED IN THIS COMMUNITY TO HELPING US FIX WHAT IS 

A VERY FRAGMENTED SET OF SERVICES WHEN IT COMES TO 

MENTAL HEALTH IN THIS COMMUNITY AND MOVE US 

FORWARD. A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO WE FORMED THE 



MAYOR'S MENTAL HEALTH TASKFORCE WHERE 90 OR SO 

PROFESSIONAL STEPPED FORWARD TO HELP US IDENTIFY 

THE CHALLENGES WE HAVE HERE THAT ARE REAL. THE 

GOOD NEWS IS THERE'S A REMARKABLE POINT OF 

ADVOCACY THROUGHOUT THIS COMMUNITY TO HELP US 

DEAL WITH MENTAL HEALTH JUST AS WE'RE STRIVING TO BE 

A PHYSICALLY HEALTHY COMMUNITY, WE SHOULD NEVER 

FORGET RUNNING THE PARALLEL TRACT ABOUT OUR 

HEALTH. SO THIS PROCLAMATION READS, BE IT KNOWN 

WHEREAS MENTAL HEALT ISMENMENTAL HEALTH IS 

ESSENTIAL TO EVERYONE'S WELL-BEING, BUT 

APPROXIMATELY ONE IN FOUR AUSTINITES WILL FACE A 

MENTAL HEALTH CONCERN IN ANY GIVEN YEAR. NAMI 

WORKS DILL LENT JI TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY 

FOR THEIR RESIDENTS AND FAMILIES AS THEY DEAL WITH 

THIS ISSUE AND WHEREAS THE CITY OF AUSTIN IS 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF NAMI IN MAY AND CONTINUES 

TO WORKING WITH THEM AND OTHER CONTINUES TO 

ENSURE ACCESS TO COMPREHENSIVE MENTAL HEALTH 

SERVICES AND SUPPORT. SO NOW THEREFORE I, WILL 

WYNN, MAYOR OF AUSTIN, DO HERE BY PROCLAIM MAY 2006 

AS MANI AUSTIN MONTH HERE IN AUSTIN. AS I CALL ERIC 

FORWARD TO TALK ABOUT THE MONTH AND THE LOCAL 

CHAPTER, PLEASE JOIN ME IN THANKING ALL THE 

ADVOCATES AND PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE HELPING US 

DEAL WITH THIS VERY SERIOUS AND IMPORTANT ISSUE. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MAYOR. WE APPRECIATE ALL OF 

YOUR HELP AND THE CITY'S HELP. BEFORE I BEGIN I WANT 

TO INTRODUCE SOME OF MY COHORTS HERE FROM THE 

ORGANIZATION, MEL MILLER WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE 

BOARD. PAST PRESIDENT PAT KRAMER AND THIRD VICE-

PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT ON THE BOARD, MARGIE 

GARDENER. AS THE MAYOR MENTIONED MAY IS MENTAL 

HEALTH MONTH AND I WANT TO ACCEPT THIS AWARD 

PROUDLY FOR THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL 

ILLNESS, BUT ALSO FOR ALL OF THE OTHER NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATIONS PRIVATE AND ALL THE GOVERNMENTAL 

AGENCIES THAT ARE WORKING EXTREMELY DILIGENTLY IN 

ORDER TO MEET THE CHALLENGE. AS THE MAYOR 

MENTIONED, WE HAVE A POPULATION HERE OF ABOUT 



800,000 PEOPLE IN AUSTIN-TRAVIS COUNTY AND IN ANY ONE 

YEAR ABOUT 160,000 PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTY ARE IN NEED 

OF MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT OR ASSISTANCE, WHETHER 

THEY'RE CONSUMERS OR WHETHER THEY'RE FAMILY 

MEMBERS, AND BELIEVE ME, HAVING A MENTAL ILLNESS CAN 

HURT THE FAMILY AND AFFECT THE FAMILY AND IT ALSO 

AFFECTS BUSINESSES. SO IT IS A COMMUNITY-WIDE 

PROBLEM, AND WE HEAR AT THE NATIONAL ASIENS OF 

MENTAL ILLNESS HERE IN AUSTIN ARE WORKING OUR BEST 

TO MAKE SURE THAT THE POPULATION, THE COMMUNITY IS 

EDUCATED AND THAT IF THERE ARE PROBLEMS WE CAN 

HELP SOLVE SOME OF THOSE PROBLEMS ON THE LONG 

ROAD. AND SO IN THAT SPIRIT, WE WANT TO ACCEPT THE 

AWARD FOR NAMI AUSTIN, THANK THE MAYOR AND ALSO 

REMIND FOLKS, BECAUSE THIS IS DEEP IN OUR HEARTS 

ALSO, THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING BOND PACKAGE COMING 

UP IN NOVEMBER, WE'RE EXPECTING SUPPORT BECAUSE 

BEYOND TREATMENT, HAVING A PLACE TO LIVE, HAVING A 

ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD IS EXCEEDINGLY IMPORTANT FOR 

PEOPLE WHO ARE ILL, WHO ARE DISABLED, WHO HAVE A 

MENTAL ILLNESS, AND FOR THAT WE URGE YOUR SUPPORT 

AND AGAIN THANK THE MAYOR AND THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

FOR THIS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: FOR OUR NEXT SERIES OF RECOGNITIONS I'M 

JOINED BY CITY MANAGER TOBY FUTRELL. THIS IS OUR 

ANNUAL ACE WEEK OR AUSTIN CITY EMPLOYEE WORK. IT 

COMES GENERALLY WHEN IN MAY WE CELEBRATE PUBLIC 

SERVICE RECOGNITION AND THAT'S SORT OF THE WHOLE 

FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL EMPLOYEE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

DURING THE MONTH OF MAY. WE DIDN'T HAVE A MEETING 

LAST WEEK, SO WE'RE ROLLING THAT RECOGNITION AND 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT INTO WHAT IS OUR CITY OF AUSTIN 

EMPLOYEE WEEK. WE'VE HAD A NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES 

HERE AT CITY HALL AND ACTUALLY AT FACILITIES ALL OVER 

THE CITY THIS PAST WEEK. I'M GOING TO READ JUST A 

HANDFUL OF COMMENTS ABOUT JUST THE THREAD OF 

SERVICE THAT THE CITY OF AUSTIN EMPLOYEES GIVE NOT 

ONLY TO US DIRECTLY AS CITIZENS THROUGH DIRECT 

PUBLIC SERVICE, BUT ALSO REMARKABLE SERIES OF 

ADDITIONAL ABOVE AND BEYOND CALL OF DUTY WORK THAT 

GETS DONE SO FREQUENTLY THROUGHOUT THE COURSE 



OF A GIVEN YEAR HERE. THEN I'LL TURN IT OVER TO TOBY 

WHO WILL WALK US THROUGH THE INDIVIDUAL 

RECOGNITIONS. SOME PREPARED REMARKS FROM ME 

INCLUDE, SINCE 1985, PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION HAS 

BEEN THIS MONTH AND WE'RE ROLLING THIS WEEK INTO 

OUR ACE OR AUSTIN CITY EMPLOYEE WEEK. I TRIED TO 

SCRIPT WHAT IS JUST THE BROAD NUMBER OF WAYS THAT 

CITY OF AUSTIN EMPLOYEES TOUCH OUR DAILY LIVES, AND 

THESE WERE JUST SOME OF THEM. AND THESE WERE SOME 

HIGHLIGHTS THAT MOST OF YOU ALL KNOW ABOUT, BUT IT'S 

JUST -- DOES US GOOD TO PUT THEM DOWN ON A PIECE OF 

PAPER AND TRY TO REMEMBER THEM EACH YEAR. BECAUSE 

WE HAD A LENGTHY LIST OF SUCCESSES THIS YEAR. AUSTIN 

FINDS ITSELF IN A VERY GOOD SPOT BOTH AS A REGIONAL 

ECONOMY, AS A CITY ORGANIZATION, AND OF COURSE WE 

CONTINUE TO BE RANKED NATIONALLY ON ANY OF THE 

SORT OF POSITIVE LIVEABILITY INDEXES FOR THE OVERALL 

QUALITY OF LIFE, EDGE INDICATED, CLEAN, SAFE, VIBRANT 

COMMUNITY AND IT FUNDAMENTALLY COMES BACK TO CITY 

EMPLOYEES AND THEIR HARD WORK. SO A FEW HIGHLIGHTS. 

OF COURSE, ONE OF OUR FINEST HOURS, WE PROVIDE AN 

EMERGENCY SHELTER AND SERVICES TO 28,000 HURRICANE 

EVACUEES FROM LOUISIANA AND TEXAS EARLIER THIS PAST 

FALL. WE CONTINUE TO REDUCE CRIME. ONCE AGAIN, WE 

ARE RANKED AS ONE OF THE SAFEST LARGE CITIES IN THE 

COUNTRY. THE NUMBER OF TRAFFIC FATALITIES AS HIGH AS 

THEY SEEM HAS BEEN REDUCED DRAMATICALLY BY OVER 16 

PERCENT. LAST YEAR THE THIRD LOWEST TOTAL IN OVER 10 

YEARS. DUE IN PART TO THE GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR 

CITY WORKFORCE, AUSTIN ATTRACTS GREAT, GOOD, CLEAN 

EMPLOYERS LIKE THE RECENT SAMSUNG ANNOUNCEMENT, 

FREESCALE SEMICONDUCTOR, GOOD JOBS COMING TO THIS 

COMMUNITY AND LOCATING PRECISELY WHERE WE WANT 

THEM. CITY EMPLOYEES ARE WORKING HARD TO DEAL WITH 

OUR ECONOMIC AND THE CHALLENGES THAT COME WITH 

THE POPULATION AND ECONOMIC GROWTH. I THINK WE DO A 

GOOD JOB OF TRYING TO BALANCE THAT ISSUE WITH THE 

ENVIRONMENT, SOCIAL EQUITY AND OUR QUESTION. CITY 

EMPLOYEES HAVE CONTINUED TO PRESERVE OUR 

PRECIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL HERITAGE, HIGHLIGHTING THE 

RISK OF COAL TAR, BANNING THEM. OUR PLUG IN HYBRID 

VEHICLE INITIATIVE IS A MODEL PROGRAM BEING 



HIGHLIGHTED ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND NOW 

INTERNATIONALLY. THE CITY WORKFORCE CAN TAKE A LOT 

OF CREDIT FOR THE LARGE NUMBER OF ACCOLADES AND 

HONORS THAT CONTINUE TO ROLL IN. READER'S DIGEST 

JUST NAMED US ONE OF THE FIVE CLEANEST CITIES IN THE 

COUNTRY. FORBES NAMED US AS ONE OF THE BEST PLACES 

FOR MONEY AND CAREERS. MONEY MAGAZINE HAS RANGED 

US AS ONE OF THE NATION'S TOP SEVEN COOL CITIES. AND 

IT'S NOT THE WEATHER. [ LAUGHTER ] AND OF COURSE 

NONE OF THOSE THINGS COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT THE 

HARD WORK OF OUR CITY EMPLOYEES. SO WHAT WE'RE 

HERE TO DO TODAY IS TO -- TRAGICALLY IT'S SO BRIEF 

BECAUSE THERE'S SO MANY EMPLOYEES WHO DESERVE 

THIS RECOGNITION AND WE HAVE SO MANY THAT WE'RE 

GOING TO TRY TO GIVE OUT THIS EVENING, BUT WE'RE 

GOING TO TRY TO BE EFFICIENT WITH EVERYBODY AGO 

TIME. I'D LIKE TO TURN THE MIC OVER TO CITY MANAGER 

TOBY FUTRELL WHO WILL WALK US THROUGH SOME 

INDIVIDUAL RECOGNITIONS AND I THINK WITH GALE'S HELP I 

WILL START HANDING OUT RECOGNITIONS. THANK YOU ALL 

AND PLEASE WELCOME TOBY FUTRELL. >>  

I WANT TO SHARE A STORY THAT REFLECTS HOW THE MEN 

AND WOMEN OF THE CITY SERVE YOU EVERYDAY. MANY OF 

YOU DON'T KNOW, BUT ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO THE U.S. 

ARMY SELECTED CITY EMPLOYEES TO TRAIN COMMANDERS 

WHO WERE ON THEIR WAY OVER TO BAGHAD TO TAKE OVER 

TRYING TO RESTORE CITY SERVICES IN A CITY FACING ALL 

THE CHALLENGES, UNIMAGINABLE CHALLENGES OF A CITY 

LIKE BAGHAD. AND I REMEMBER ASKING THE VERY FIRST 

GENERAL THAT CAME HERE, WE'VE DONE THIS NOW THREE 

YEARS IN A ROW, WHAT CAN WE TEACH YOU? WHAT CAN WE 

SHOW YOU? HOW DO WE EVEN COMPARE OUR EXPERIENCE 

TO THE EXPERIENCE YOU'RE ABOUT TO GO INTO. AND WHAT 

HE SAID TO ME WAS WE WANT YOU TO SHOW US WHAT 

RIGHT LOOKS LIKE. I'M ABOUT TO SHOW WHAW RIGHT 

LOOKS LIKE. IT'S THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THIS CITY THAT 

SERVE YOU EACH AND EVERYDAY, AND THEY'RE AN 

EXTRAORDINARY GROUP OF PEOPLE. SO WE'RE GOING TO 

CALL THEM OUT ONE BY ONE, BY NAME. THIS IS A WEEK 

THAT WE TAKE TO TRY TO RECOGNIZE AND CELEBRATE THE 

INCREDIBLE WORK THAT THESE FOLKS DO FOR US EACH 



AND EVERYDAY. WE'RE GOING TO START WITH BETTY PAGE 

FOR THE AVIATION DEPARTMENT. THE FACE OF THE 

AVIATION DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] RICK RIN DON FROM 

AUSTIN ENERGY. RICK? [ APPLAUSE ] NOW, WE REALLY OWE 

THESE GUYS A GROUP OF THANKS. FOUR STORMS IN FIVE 

DAYS? THIS WAS SOME TOUGH WORK. NICE JOB, RICK. 

SARAH SPENCE FROM THE AUSTIN CONVENTION CENTER. [ 

APPLAUSE ] THERESA LUTZ FROM THE WATER UTILITY, 

AUSTIN WATER UTILITY. [ APPLAUSE ] JOAN EWAL FROM CITY 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE. JOAN. [ APPLAUSE ] AUGUSTINE RAMIREZ 

FROM THE CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] 

CLAUDIA LYNDONBURG FROM COMMUNITY CARE SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] PETE VALDEZ FROM THE 

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN COMMUNITY COURT. [ APPLAUSE ] 

MELODY FAUST FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

REDEVELOPMENT SERVICES. [ APPLAUSE ] RANDY TREPPER 

FROM E.M.S. [ APPLAUSE ] TRICIA BERKLEY FROM OUR 

BUDGET OFFICE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES. [ APPLAUSE ] 

RAY PILGRIM FROM BUILDING SERVICES OUT OF FINANCIAL 

SERVICES OFFICE. [ APPLAUSE ] KRISTIN FENTON FROM THE 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. [ APPLAUSE ] BRENDA BERNARD 

FROM INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT, THE 

NEW NAME FOR I.T. [ APPLAUSE ] MONICA CASPER FROM 

PURCHASING, FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFICE. [ APPLAUSE ] 

LIEUTENANT STEVE GIBBS, THE AUSTIN FIRE DEPARTMENT. [ 

APPLAUSE ] LILY PALACIOS FROM HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES. [ APPLAUSE ] JANIS FRAZIER FROM THE HUMAN 

RESOURCES DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] AND WHERE 

WOULD WE BE WITHOUT OUR ATTORNEYS? WHERE'S 

KAREN? KAREN CANARD FROM THE LAW DEPARTMENT. [ 

APPLAUSE ] DEAL I CAN'TDELIA DELIOS FROM THE LIBRARY 

DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] ALICIA OLMSTEAD FROM 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES. [ APPLAUSE ] KIM WOOD, 

MUNICIPAL COURT. [ APPLAUSE ] MARTIN GONZALES, 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. 

COME ON UP, MARTIN. [ APPLAUSE ] HUMBERTO REYES, 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT. [ 

APPLAUSE ] OWEOTIS LATIN, OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT. HE GOT TRIAL BY FIRE. HE'S NEW WITH US. [ 

APPLAUSE ] IRMALINDA (INDISCERNIBLE), OFFICE OF POLICE 

MONITOR. [ APPLAUSE ] OLIVIA WOOD FROM THE PARKS AND 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT, YOUR GOLD MEDAL PARKS AND 



RECREATION DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] SERGEANT 

WILLIAM BEACHNOR FROM THE AUSTIN POLICE 

DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] ROBERT HEATH, PUBLIC 

INFORMATION OFFICE. [ APPLAUSE ] MEEK MATOYA, PUBLIC 

WORKS DEPARTMENT. ANOTHER GROUP THAT WORKED 

REALLY HARD FOR US DURING THE STORM. [ APPLAUSE ] 

JOE SANCHEZ, SMALL AND MINORITY BUSINESS RESOURCES 

DEPARTMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] CLAUDE MOORE, SOLID WASTE 

SERVICES LITTER ABATEMENT. [ APPLAUSE ] AMARILLO 

CARTER, WATERSHED PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW. [ APPLAUSE ] LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOUR CITY 

EMPLOYEES. LET'S GIVE THEM A ROUND OF APPLAUSE. [ 

CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]. CONGRATULATIONS YOU ALL. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: IF OUR LAST PROCLAMATION, I'D LIKE TO 

RECOGNIZE COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THANK YOU, MAYOR AND CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

OF OUR HARD WORKING CITY EMPLOYEES AND THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO OUR CITY. WE HAVE ONE MORE 

PROCLAMATION, RECOGNIZING RIVER CITY YOUTH 

FOUNDATION AND SOME OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED 

WITH THAT PROGRAM. SO WE'LL GIVE THEM A CHANCE TO 

COME DOWN. I THINK THERE'S A RELATIVELY LARGE GROUP, 

BUT WE'LL PAUSE FOR A FEW SECONDS WHILE THEY GET 

DOWN HERE. Y'ALL CAN COME BACK HERE BEHIND ME. 

HELLO, WELCOME. THIS IS A GROUP FROM -- AT LEAST THAT 

PARTICIPATES WITH THE RIVER CITY YOUTH FOUNDATION. 

CAN YOU COME DOWN A LITTLE MORE. SO THE FOLKS AT 

HOME CAN SEE YOU OVER HERE. IT'S BEEN A PLEASURE FOR 

ME THESE PAST SIX YEARS TO WORK WITH MONA AND RIVER 

CITY YOUTH FOUNDATION AND ALL OF THEIR GREAT NOT 

ONLY STAFF, BUT VERY COMMITTED VOLUNTEERS AS WELL 

THAT CARRY OUT SOME GREAT AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

AND MENTORING PROGRAMS AND CAREER ORIENTED 

PROGRAMS FOR THESE YOUNG PEOPLE AND EXPOSING 

THEM TO ALL OF THE RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE 

OUT THERE FOR THEM IN SOUTHEAST, AND THEY'VE BEEN 

DOING IT FOR A LONG, LONG TIME. HOW MANY YEARS 

ALREADY? 22 YEARS. SO WHEN YOU CAN SUSTAIN A 

NONPROFIT OPERATION FOR THAT LONG, YOU MUST BE 

DOING SOMETHING RIGHT. AND I CAN'T SAY ENOUGH GREAT 



THINGS ABOUT THE WORK THAT THEY'VE BEEN DOING OUT 

THERE. EVERY YEAR THEY HAVE THEIR OWN RECOGNITION 

JUST LIKE WE RECOGNIZE SOME OF OUR HARD WORKING 

EMPLOYEES AND THEY RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING YOUNG 

PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THEIR PROGRAMS 

AND IN THEIR ORGANIZATION, AND THAT'S PART OF WHAT 

WE'RE HERE TODAY TO RECOGNIZE AS THEIR UPCOMING 

RECOGNITION FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED IN THEIR 

PROGRAMS, AND I BELIEVE I CAN JUST GO INTO THE 

PROCLAMATION AND WE'LL ALLOW MONA TO SPEAK A LITTLE 

BIT ABOUT THE CEREMONY NEXT WEEK. BE IT KNOWN THAT 

WHEREAS THE RIVER CITY YOUTH FOUNDATION IS AN 

ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 

LIFE FOR THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY WHICH IS OUR 

MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE, AND WHEREAS THE 

FOUNDATION'S PROGRAMS ARE DESIGNED TO FOSTER SELF-

CONFIDENCE, ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, PERSONAL 

GROWTH, HEALTHY LIVING, CIVIC PRIDE AND CONCERN FOR 

THE ENVIRONMENT, AND WHEREAS THIS YEAR'S 

CELEBRATION HONORS THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF BOTH THE 

YOUTH AND THOSE INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 

BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT THEM, NOW THEREFORE I, WILL 

WYNN, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN AND THE CITY 

COUNCIL DO HERE BY PROCLAIM MAY 23rd, 2006 AS RIVER 

CITY YOUTH RECOGNITION DAY IN AUSTIN. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, RAUL. WE KNEW WHEN WE STARTED 22 YEARS 

AGO THAT WE NEEDED TO DO SOMETHING TO RECOGNIZE 

THE INCREDIBLE EFFORTS OF YOWJ YOUNG PEOPLE, 

ESPECIALLY YOUNG KIDS OF PROMISE LIVING IN 

CHALLENGED COMMUNITIES WHERE THE CRIME IS JUST A 

LITTLE BIT HIGHER THAN ELSEWHERE. WE NEEDED TO 

RECOGNIZE THEM. AND I'M GLAD WE'VE STARTED THAT 

TRADITION. WE ALSO OVER THE YEARS REALIZED THAT WE 

NEEDED TO RECOGNIZE THOSE INDIVIDUALS AND THOSE 

ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR YOUNG 

PEOPLE TO SUCCEED IN OUR COMMUNITY. THOSE PEOPLE 

THAT CARE ABOUT THE VALUES OF EDUCATION, A STRONG 

WORK ETHIC AS WE'VE SEEN TODAY WITH ALL OF THESE 

GREAT CITY EMPLOYEES, RESPECT, LOVE OF FAMILY AND 

COMMUNITY. THESE ARE THE VALUES THAT UNDERGIRD A 

STRONG, STRONG CITY. SO WE HAVE, AND I'M GOING TO 



JUST GO THROUGH THE NAMES AND ASK THE KIDS TO RAISE 

THEIR HANDS WHEN YOUR PARTICULAR HONOR IS CALLED. 

YOUTH LEADER AMANDA PEREZ. MOST FRIENDLY CHILD, 

MELISSA CORTEZ. MOST FRIENDLY TEEN, JORGE PEREZ. 

MOST RESPONSIBLE, CHELSEA CASTRO. MOST LIKELY TO 

SUCCEED, ALEXIS HE IS SPIN NOSE IS A. MOST RESPECTFUL, 

BLANCA CORTEZ. MOST LIKELY TO CLOSE THE DIGITAL 

DIVIDE (INDISCERNIBLE). NEXT HIGH OR LOW COMPANY 

PRESIDENT, (INDISCERNIBLE). FUTURE DIGITAL MOVIE 

PRODUCER, ANGEL ESPINOZA. MOST INTERACTIVE WITH CD 

ROMS, MOST HUMOR ROUSE, DARWIN GARCIA. MOST 

STUDYIOUS, CAREEN IN A SALAZAR. MOST TEAM SPIRITED, 

VIVIANA MARTINEZ. MOST ON MOTIVATED BOY, ALLEN. HE 

HAD AN OPERATION TODAY SO HE'S NOT HERE. MOST THE 

MOTIVATED GIRL, BRENDA LUNA. MOST IMPROVED 

ACADEMICS, VIVIANA MARTINEZ AND JACOB MALL DA IN A 

DOUGH. MOST IMPROVED LANGUAGE SKILLS, INDIANA 

MARTINEZ. YOU CAN GIVE THEM A ROUND OF APPLAUSE. [ 

APPLAUSE ] NOW, THE FAMILY OF THE YEAR, FAMILIES, THE 

CHILDREN COULDN'T DO THIS WITHOUT THE FAMILIES. THE 

FAMILY OF THE YEAR EMBODYING THOSE VALUES THAT WE 

FIND SO DEAR, LOVE OF THEIR CHILDREN FIRST AND FOR 

MOST, BEING SO RESPONSIBLE, CARING, PROMOTING 

NOTHING BUT GOOD IN THEIR CHILDREN, THE LOPEZ FAMILY. 

[ APPLAUSE ] AND PARENTS OF THE YEAR, MYRNA LOZANO. [ 

APPLAUSE ] THIS IS A NEW CATEGORY I'M ABOUT TO CALL. 

NEW BECAUSE WE JUST HAD TO FIND A CATEGORY FOR THIS 

WONDERFUL WOMAN I'M ABOUT TO INTRODUCE. DOROTHY 

PATTON IS THE GRANDPARENT WHO HAS TAKEN 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAISING ANTOINE. SHE IS A RESIDENT 

OF DOVE SPRINGS AND SHE WAS RECENTLY BY YOU, AUSTIN 

CITY COUNCIL, APPROVED AS A COMMISSIONER FOR THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, MAKING 

DECISIONS ON MILLIONS OF DOLLARS REGARDING HOUSING 

AND OTHER CRITICAL ISSUES IN OUR COMMUNITY. SO I'D 

LIKE TO INTRODUCE TO YOU DOROTHY PATTON, THE MOST 

EMPOWERED PARENT. [ APPLAUSE ] FELLOW 

COLLABORATORS OF THE YEAR GOES TO (INDISCERNIBLE). 

SYLVIA OROZCO IS HERE. YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH HER. AND 

I WANT TO ALSO NAME SUPPORTERS OF THE YEAR THE 

AUSTIN POLICE ASSOCIATION PROVIDED BICYCLES AT 

MERRY MEMORIES HOLIDAY IN DECEMBER AND IT WAS THE 



MOST AWESOME SITE TO SEE. CARS, POLICE CARS, NOT 

COMING TO ARREST ANYONE, COMING FILLED WITH 

BICYCLES FOR CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS. WE HAVE HERE 

TODAY MIKE SHEFFIELD, PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTIN POLICE 

ASSOCIATION AND SERGEANT CATHERINE HAG GERTY, WHO 

IS A FORMER DARE INSTRUCTOR. SO I INVITE YOU TO COME 

OUT ON MAY 23rd, ST. EDWARD'S UNIVERSITY AT 6:30 TO THE 

NAVY BALLROOM WHERE WE WILL BE HAVING AN OFFICIAL 

CEREMONY AND BANQUET COMPLETE WITH YOUTH 

PERFORMERS, MUSIC AND LOTS AND LOTS OF FUN. THESE 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR SUPPORTERS DESERVE IT. YOU, 

AUSTIN, DESERVE IT. YOU UNDERGIRD WHAT'S BEST ABOUT 

AUSTIN AND THAT'S OUR CHILDREN. THANK YOU, RAUL. 

WE'VE ENJOYED OUR WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU 

OVER THE YEARS. WE WISH YOU WELL. AND WE ARE 

DEFINITELY GOING TO RAISE THAT MONEY. WE GOT $100,000, 

A CHALLENGE GRANT TO EXPAND OUR FACILITIES IN DOVE 

SPRINGS, OUR YOUTH CENTER, AND WE KNOW THAT THAT 

CHALLENGE GRANT IS GOING TO HELP US TO RAISE 350 TO 

$400,000 TO ACCOMPLISH A HUGE CENTER FOR MORE 

CHILDREN THAT CAN SUCCEED LIKE THESE CHILDREN HAVE 

DONE. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Alvarez: THANK YOU, MONA. Y'ALL KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK. 

WE WILL TAKE A BRIEF RECESS BEFORE WE CONTINUE WITH 

THE REST OF OUR AGENDA.  

Mayor Wynn: THERE BEING A QUORUM PRESENT, I WILL CALL 

BACK TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE AUSTIN CITY 

COUNCIL. COUNCIL, IF YOU REMEMBER, BEFORE THE BREAK 

WE HAD JUST CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 

COMBINED PUBLIC HEARING ZONING CASE 56 AND 57 AND 

WE WERE BEGINNING TO ANALYZE POTENTIAL ACTION, 

LIKELY STAFF IS ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING AS IT 

WAS, LIKELY FIRST READING ONLY ON CASE 56/57, WHICH 

WAS THE DESSAU ROAD COMBINED CASE. I'LL ENTERTAIN 

FURTHER COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS OF STAFF OR 

APPLICANTS OR NEIGHBORS? COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I'M GOING TO TRY A MOTION FOR FIRST READING 

ONLY. AND THE PUBLIC HEARING HAS ALREADY BEEN 

CLOSED. THIS WILL BE FIRST READING ONLY BECAUSE I 



THINK THERE ARE STILL UNRESOLVED ISSUES, BUT 

BASICALLY I WOULD MOVE THE ZAP GR-CO 

RECOMMENDATION WITH ADDITIONAL CO'S OF A LIMITATION 

OF 70% IMPERVIOUS COVER AND A CONDITION REQUIRING 

THAT A MEDIAN CUT ON SHROPSHIRE BE COMPATIBLE OR 

ALIGNED WITH THE DRIVEWAY ENTRANCE INTO THE TRACT 

2, I BELIEVE IT IS. AND SOME KIND OF TRIP LIMIT I THINK IS 

GOING TO BE APPLICABLE AND WE NEED TO DO SOME 

RESEARCH ON THIS BETWEEN NOW AND SECOND AND THIRD 

READING. I DON'T WANT TO MENTION A NUMBER RIGHT NOW 

BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW WHAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE, 

BUT THAT'S MY MOTION.  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE A MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL, SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY 

TO APPROVE ON FIRST READING ONLY THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION OF GR-CO WITH ADDITIONAL 

CONDITIONS, THE FIRST BEING A LIMIT OF 70% IMPERVIOUS 

COVER AS A MAXIMUM AND THE -- A COMPATIBLE MEDIAN 

CUT PURSUANT TO STAFF TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS. AND 

THEN THE NOTE THAT AT SECOND AND/OR THIRD READING A 

TRIP LIMITATION PROBABLY AS ANALYZED BY STAFF AND 

PRESENTED TO COUNCIL ON SECOND OR THIRD READING. 

WILL THAT WORK, MR. GUERNSEY?  

THAT'S FOR ITEM 56?  

Mayor Wynn: WELL, IT'S A COMBINED 56/57 CASE.  

ON 57 THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDED ONLY LR AND NOT GR, BUT WHAT 

PRESENTED SOUNDS LIKE IT WOULD ADDRESS ITEM 56 AND 

THEN YOU COULD TAKE ACTION ON ITEM 57 NEXT.  

Leffingwell: YEAH. WE WERE CONSIDERING BOTH OF THEM 

TOGETHER, AND SO, YEAH, I THINK YOU'RE CORRECT, THAT 

WOULD BE ON ITEM NUMBER 56.  

Mayor Wynn: OKAY. SO WE HAVE ESSENTIALLY A SEPARATE 

MOTION, THE MOTION BEING ON ITEM 56 ONLY, FIRST 

READING, AND A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE, GR-

CO WITH ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF 70% IMPERVIOUS 

COVER, COMPATIBLE MEDIAN CUT AND A NOTATION THAT A 



TRIP LIMITATION WILL BE OFFERED ON SECOND AND/OR 

THIRD READING. FURTHER COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THIS IS THE NORTHERN TRACT TO THE NORTH OF 

SHROPSHIRE?  

YES, IT WOULD BE THE NORTHERN OF THE TWO.  

Alvarez: SO THE SPECIFIC -- I GUESS WE'RE NOT TALKING 

ABOUT TRIP LIMITS YET, BUT -- MAYOR, I'M NOT GOING TO BE 

ABLE TO SUPPORT THE MOTION. I WOULD RATHER HAVE 

MORE SPECIFICITY AS TO THE TRIPS NOW AND I'M NOT SURE 

WHEN THIS IS COMING BACK, BUT I WON'T BE ABLE TO 

SUPPORT THE MOTION.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: AND FOR SECOND AND THIRD READING I'D LIKE 

FOR THE TRANSPORTATION STAFF TO COME BACK TO US 

WITH A PLAN FOR A LOWER SPEED LIMIT ON DESSAU THAN 

50 MILES PER HOUR. AND IF THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT READ 

ON IT AND WANT TO MAINTAIN THE 50 MILES PER HOUR 

LIMIT, I'D LIKE A REPORT ON THAT, BUT IT SEEMS LIKE A 

VERY INCOMPATIBLE SPEED LIMIT BASED ON THE 

CHARACTER OF THE DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE CORRIDOR.  

WE CAN GET WITH THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ON 

THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: MR. GUERNSEY, BASED ON YOUR EXPERIENCE, 

WHAT'S A PRACTICAL TIME FRAME FOR THIS TO COME BACK 

FOR A SECOND AND/OR A THIRD READING.  

NORMALLY IT WOULD COME BACK IN APPROXIMATELY 

THREE TO FOUR WEEKS. WE COULD PROBABLY HAVE IT 

BACK HERE BY THE 22nd.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? AGAIN, A 

MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE. THIS IS THE ACTION 

ON THE TRACT -- ITEM 56 ONLY. HEARING NO FURTHER 

COMMENTS, ALL IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE? OPPOSED? 

MOTION PASSES ON FIRST READING ONLY WITH A VOTE OF 



FOUR TO ONE, COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ VOTING NO, AND 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM AND THE MAYOR PRO TEM 

TEMPORARILY OFF THE DAIS. THAT LEAVES US THEN WITH 

THE TRACT -- PUBLIC HEARING CASE NUMBER 57, WHICH IS 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROAD. AND SO PLEASE A SUMMARY 

AGAIN OF THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION, MR. GUERNSEY?  

YES. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION'S 

RECOMMENDATION WAS FOR LR-CO OR NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMERCIAL WITH A CONDITIONAL OVERLAY PROHIBITING 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND SERVICE STATION USES AND 

THEN SUBJECT TO THE TRANSPORTATION IMPACT ANALYSIS 

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WOULD BE CONTAINED IN A 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT.  

Mayor Wynn: AND STAFF IS ONLY READY FOR FIRST READING 

HERE AS WELL.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS OF STAFF OR THE 

APPLICANT, COUNCIL? COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: DID THEY PLACE A TRIP LIMIT ON THIS?  

IT WAS SUBJECT TO THE TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS. THERE 

WAS A TRIP LIMITATION PLACED ON THAT AND THERE WAS A 

REQUIREMENT FROM THE TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS FOR 

MAKING PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR CERTAIN TURNING 

MOVEMENTS THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE AND ALSO 

REQUIRE TXDOT FINAL APPROVAL BEFORE SECOND AND 

THIRD READING.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS? IF NOT, I'LL ENTERTAIN A 

MOTION ON CASE 57, FIRST READING ONLY. 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I'LL MOVE APPROVAL OF THE ZAP 

RECOMMENDATION WITH THE SAME RESTRICTIONS THAT WE 

HAD ON THE OTHER PROPERTY. THE MEDIAN AND THE -- I 

DON'T KNOW IF WE NEED TO SPECIFY THE INTEREST INTO 



THE PARK, BUT IF WE DO, LET'S ADD THAT AS WELL.  

Mayor Wynn: MR. GUERNSEY, DID THE ADDITIONAL 

CONDITIONS AS RECOMMENDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL'S MOTION ON TRACT 56, IS THAT --  

THAT WOULD BE THE 70% IMPERVIOUS COVER. AGAIN, WE 

CAN LOOK AT IT ON ALIGNMENT. I'M NOT SURE HOW THAT 

WOULD ALIGN FOR THE DRIVEWAY, BUT WE CAN STILL LOOK 

AT THAT BEFORE SECOND AND THIRD READING. I 

UNDERSTAND THERE'S A TRIP LIMIT THAT MAY BE 

DETERMINED ALSO ON THIS PROPERTY THAT WOULD BE 

DETERMINED AT A LATER TIME, SECOND AND THIRD 

READING. WE WOULD STILL LOOK AT THE MILES PER HOUR, 

50 MILES PER HOUR ALONG DESSAU ROAD AND THEN I 

HEARD A REFERENCE ALSO TO PARK ACCESS. AND I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THAT PARK ACCESS IS APPLICABLE NOT 

ONLY TO THIS TRACT, BUT ALSO THE NORTHERN TRACT 

THAT YOU JUST TOOK ACTION ON.  

Mayor Wynn: CORRECT. WE HAVE A MOTION ON THE TABLE 

BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY, SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN TO APPROVE THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON FIRST 

READING ONLY WITH THE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS AS 

OUTLINED. FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OOPSED? OPPOSED?  

Alvarez: NO, MAYOR.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION PASS OZ A VOTE OF FOUR TO ONE WITH 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ VOTING NO AND 

COUNCILMEMBER KIMS AND COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL 

OFF THE DAIS. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS] IT HAS CHANGE THAT WOULD INCLUDE 

APPROXIMATELY 35,000 SQUARE FEET OF TRAIL, 21,500 

SQUARE FEET OF RESTAURANT, 170,000 SQUARE FEET OF 

OFFICE. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION 

AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD, WHICH DID OFFER 



CONDITIONS WHICH THE APPLICANT AGREED TO, 

RECOMMENDED THE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AND 

RECOMMENDED THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND THERE 

ARE MULTIPLE CONDITIONS THAT WERE ATTACHED TO THE 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND WHAT THE APPLICANT HAS 

AGREED TO AND I'LL -- I'LL GO THROUGH THOSE AS QUICKLY 

AS I CAN HEAR. THE APPLICANT HAS AGREED TO 

CONSTRUCT A ONE STORY PARKING GARAGE THAT WOULD 

HOLD APPROXIMATELY 270 VEHICLES. THE APPLICANT, 

WHICH WOULD -- AND THE PARKING GARAGE WOULD 

RESULT IN THE REDUCTION OF THE OVERALL IMPERVIOUS 

COVER OF .68 ACRES. THE APPLICANT HAS ALSO AGREED TO 

ADD A NOTE ON THE LAND PLAN THAT READS LOTS 2, 3, 4 

ARE RESTRICTED TO 2.9617 ACRES OF DEVELOPMENTAL 

RIGHTS FROM LOT 5 AREA ONE. THE APPLICANTS AGREED 

TO IMPLEMENT A -- AN INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM ON THE PROPERTY. ALSO AGREED TO PROVIDE A 

RAIN WATER COLLECTION SYSTEM FOR THE LANDSCAPED 

IRRIGATION. THERE WILL BE STRUCTURAL CONTAINMENT OF 

ALL [INDISCERNIBLE] THE APPLICANT WILL PROVIDE 

KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUAL KNOWLEDGEABLE IN EROSION 

AND TREE PROTECTION TO CONDUCT DAILY INSPECTIONS 

OF THE SITE DURING ITS SITE DEVELOPMENT AND THE 

PERSON WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING THE LOG 

TO BE MAINTAINED ON THE SITE AND ACCESSIBLE TO THE 

CITY ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTOR AND WILL ALSO UTILIZE A 

SUPERIOR EROSION CONTROLS WHICH WOULD INCLUDE 

MULTIPLE LAYERS OF THE SILT FENCE AND THE PROPERTY. 

THE APPLICANT HAS AGREED TO USE 40% IMPERVIOUS 

PAVERS ON ALL INTERNAL SIDEWALKS, THESE ARE 

INCLUDED IN THE IMPERVIOUS COVER COVER 

CALCULATIONS. THE BUILDING HEIGHT ON THE PROPERTY 

WILL BE MODIFIED TO INCREASE THE SITE TO A MAXIMUM OF 

34 FEET. PROVIDED THAT ANY HEIGHT IN EXCESS OF ON 20 

FEET IS ALLOWED, THAT'S ONLY MEASURED FROM THE 

APPROVED CUT ON THE UPSLOPE OF A BUILDING WHICH 

MEANS THAT THE BUILDINGS ARE ACTUALLY CUT INTO THE 

SLOPE, WHICH -- WHICH GENERATES THAT ADDITIONAL 

HEIGHT, THAT'S WHERE IT WOULD BE UTILIZED. THE 

APPLICANT WOULD ALSO BE REQUIRED TO SCREEN ALL 

DRIVE-THROUGHS FROM 2222 TO CONSTRUCT MINIMUM 5-

FOOT SIDEWALKS ALONG THE INTERIOR, WHICH WOULD BE A 



MAIN STREET AS THEY CALL IT. WHICH WOULD BE ACTUALLY 

A PRIVATE MAIN DRIVEWAY WOULD GO THROUGH THE 

MIDDLE OF THE PROPERTY. AND LINE IT WITH SIX-FOOT INCH 

CALIBER TREES TO BE PLANTED 30 FEET ON CENTER, HE -- 

WITH A LIGHTING SPACE AT A MINIMUM 15 FEET APART. ALSO 

100-FOOT VEGETATIVE BUFFER ALONG 2222, WITH THE 

INTENT TO COMPLY WITH THE HILL COUNTRY RIDE WAY 

ORDINANCE AND ALSO THE APPLICANT WILL RESTORE THIS 

AREA TO A -- TO A MODERATE REGISTRATION LEVELS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA 

MANUAL, WILL INCORPORATE MULTIPLE DESIGN ELEMENTS 

INCLUDING STONE VENEER, COLORED CONCRETE, RAISED 

FLOWER BEDS, DESIGN STANDARDS TO REDUCE THE VISUAL 

IMPACT OF THE HEIGHT OF THE WATER QUALITY POND 

THAT'S LOCATED IN THIS BUFFER BY WALLS MEANDERING 

THE POND WALLS ALONG 2222. THE APPLICANT WILL 

PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE LANDSCAPE COMPLIANCE FROM THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF LOTS 2, 3, 4. AND ALL SHADE TREES 

ACROSS THE SITE WILL BE A MINIMUM OF FOUR INCH 

CALIPER, AND THEY WILL PLANT -- NATIVE PLANT MATERIAL 

AND THE APPLICANT WILL EXCEED ALL SCREEN 

REQUIREMENTS BY 50%. THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

WHEN THEY CONSIDERED THIS INCLUDED MANY OF THESE 

ITEMS, BUT THEY ALSO INCLUDED THAT THE -- THAT THE 

APPLICANT MAINTAIN A KIOSK ON THE SITE, THAT IT WOULD 

INFORM THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE HABITATS OF THE 

BALCONES CANYON LAND PRESERVE AND THAT THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION ADD AN ADDITIONAL 

RESTRICTION THAT WOULD LIMIT THE PROPERTY TO ONLY 

ONE DRIVE THROUGH SERVICE. RELATED TO A 

RESTAURANT. THAT WOULD BE PERMITTED ON THE 

PROPERTY. AND IN ADDITION, THERE IS A -- THERE IS A 

VALID PETITION THAT'S BEEN FILED BY THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 

OPPOSED TO -- TO THE CHANGES TO THE P.U.D., WHICH 

CURRENTLY STANDS AT 27-POINT 55% AND A -- ON THE DAIS 

IS A YELLOW MAP DEPICTING THE PETITIONERS AGAINST 

THE -- THE ZONING CHANGE ON THE P.U.D. AT THIS TIME I 

WILL PAUSE, I THINK THE -- THE DEVELOPER'S AGENT, 

RICHARD SUTTLE HAS A BRIEF PRESENTATION AND SOME 

EXHIBITS TO SHOW YOU ABOUT SHH MORE OF THE 

SPECIFICS ON THE PROPERTY. I UNDERSTAND THERE ARE 

SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS THAT HAVE SIGNED UP WITH 



REGARDS TO THIS CASE. YOU MENTIONED PRIOR TO THE 

BREAK.  

THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. AT THIS TIME COUNCIL WILL 

CONDUCT OUR PUBLIC HEARING ON CASE NUMBER 55, TO 

BEGIN WITH FIVE MINUTE APPLICANT'S PRESENTATION AND 

THEN WE HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO ARE SPURTIVE OF THE 

ZONING CHANGE OR THE P.U.D. AMENDMENT, THEN HEAR 

FROM FOLKS IN OPPOSITION AND THE APPLICANT WILL THEN 

HAVE A ONE-TIME REBUTTAL. WELCOME, MR. SUTTLE.  

I'M RICHARD SUTTLE HERE ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT IN 

THIS CASE. IT'S -- IT WAS AN UNFORTUNATE START TO THIS 

CASE BECAUSE MY CLIENT'S NAME IS CHAMPION PARTNERS. 

NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH CHAMPION SISTERS AND 

THERE'S NO -- THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO CONNECTION TO 

THEM. BUT WE GOT OFF TO SOME INTERESTING 

CONVERSATIONS WITH THE NEIGHBORS AT FIRST UNTIL WE 

CLEARED THAT UP. WE HAVE ACTUALLY HAD MANY MONTHS 

AND MANY HOURS OF GOOD CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 

NEIGHBORS. TONIGHT YOU WILL HEAR THAT WE DIDN'T 

QUITE GET THERE ON AN AGREEMENT. BUT -- BUT THIS -- 

THIS PROJECT STILL IS A -- IS A GOOD PROJECT AND MERITS 

YOUR CONSIDERATION. THIS PROJECT WAS FILED BACK IN 

SEPTEMBER. THAT'S WHEN WE STARTED IT. AND THE -- THE 

ISSUES THAT WERE IMPORTANT TO PEOPLE WHEN WE FIRST 

FILED IT WERE TO MIX THE USES WHICH WE HAVE DONE 

WITH OFFICE, RETAIL, RESTAURANTS. NOT CLAIM 1704. SO 

WE ARE NOT CLAIMING ALTHOUGH THERE ARE ARGUMENTS 

FOR THAT, WE ARE NOT CLAIMING 1704 PROTECTION. THE 

GOAL WAS TO REDUCE IMPERVIOUS COVER. WHICH WE 

HAVE DONE. OVER THE PREVIOUS P.U.D. THE -- THE GOAL 

WAS TO REDUCE BUILDING COVERAGE WHICH WE HAVE 

DONE. AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE HAVE REDUCED TRIPS 

OVER WHAT THE PREVIOUS P.U.D. HAS APPROVED FOR. 

AFTER MONTHS OF DISCUSSION WITH -- WITH BOTH THE 

CITY STAFF AND THE NEIGHBORS, WE CAME UP WITH SOME 

MORE THINGS THAT WE ARE WILLING TO DO, MANY OF 

WHICH YOU HAVE JUST HEARD GREG TALK ABOUT, BUT 

ALSO THINGS LIKE JESTER ESTATES HAD LANDSCAPE 

ISSUES ALONG THE ENTRYWAY WHICH WE HAVE AGREED TO 

HELP THEM WITH, HAVE AGREED TO PROVIDE IRRIGATION 

AND -- AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF THAT. WE HAVE 



GIVEN UP ADDITIONAL TRANSFER RIGHTS THAT ARE 

AVAILABLE WITHIN THIS TRACT SO THAT WHAT YOU -- WHAT 

WE HAVE SAID WILL DEVELOP IS IT AND THE REST WOULD BE 

DEDICATED AS CONSERVATION, SO THERE'S NO MORE 

TRANSFER THIS THIS GOES THROUGH. FINALLY, LATE 

APPROXIMATE IN THE DISCUSSION WITH -- WITH THE CITY'S 

ENVIRONMENTAL STAFF, WE TALKED ABOUT HOW TO 

DECREASE IMPERVIOUS COVER EVEN MORE, DECREASE THE 

CUT AND FILL AND IT WAS DETERMINED THAT STRUCTURED 

PARKING WAS THE WAY TO DO THAT. ORIGINAL THERE WAS 

ALL SURFACE PARKING, WE HAVE AGREED TO DO A 

STRUCTURED PARKING -- PARKING ON HERE WHICH AGAIN 

REDUCES IMPERVIOUS COVER AND CUT AND FILL EVEN 

MORE. WITH ALL OF THOSE THINGS IN PLACE, WE WENT TO 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD WITH THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION, STAFF RECOMMENDED THE APPROVAL 

OF IT, WE WENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD, AT THE 

HEARING, THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD RECOMMENDED 

WITH THE FEW CONDITIONS WHICH WE AGREED WITH. THEN 

WE WENT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD TO THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION AND HAD A HEARING THERE. 

AND -- AND ONE THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATION AS WELL WITH EVEN MORE CONDITIONS 

WHICH WE HAVE ALSO AGREED TO. SO -- SO WE AGREE 

WITH THE STAFF, WE AGREE WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

BOARD, WE AGREE WITH THE ZONING AND PLATTING 

COMMISSION AND AFTER -- AFTER ALTHOUGH WITH MANY 

HOURS OF MEETINGS WITH THE -- WITH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, WHICH YOU WILL HEAR TONIGHT, WE ARE 

JUST NOT QUITE THERE WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. I THINK 

THAT YOU WILL HEAR A LOT OF TESTIMONY TONIGHT ON 

VARIOUS ISSUES BUT MY PERSONAL FEELING IS THAT IN THE 

END YOU WILL SEE THAT THIS WILL BOIL DOWN TO -- TO ONE 

OR MAYBE TWO, BUT ONE ISSUE AND THAT IS THAT WE HAD 

PROPOSED TO HAVE A -- TO HAVE A DRIVER LANE FOR A 

COFFEE SHOP. AND -- AND THAT IS -- THAT IS AN IMPORTANT 

ISSUE TO BOTH MY CLIENT AND TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

AND IT'S JUST ONE THAT AFTER ALL OF THE TRADING AND 

ALL WE WERE NOT ABLE TO COME TO AN AGREEMENT ON. 

WE DECIDED THAT WE WOULD TEE IT UP TONIGHT AND LET 

YOU DECIDE WHETHER THAT DRIVE THROUGH IS 

APPROPRIATE OR IT'S NOT APPROPRIATE OR IT'S 



APPROPRIATE WITH CERTAIN CONDITIONS OR APPROPRIATE 

WITH CERTAIN DESIGN FEATURES. WE HAD AGREED TO 

SCREEN IT FROM 2222 AND THAT'S -- THAT'S AN AGREED TO 

ONE AND ONLY FOR A COFFEE SHOP. IF YOU DETERMINE 

THAT IT'S -- NEEDS MORE CONDITIONS, WITH A VALID 

PETITION WE NEED SIX OF YOU ALL AND WE ARE HOPING TO 

COB GEL IT TOGETHER. COBBLE IT TOGETHER. IT SEEMS 

LIKE A SMALL ISSUE BUT IT'S IMPORTANT TO BOTH PARTIES. I 

WILL BE HAPPY TO -- WE HAVE GOT A SITE PLAN THAT WE 

CAN SHOW YOU, WE HAVE GOT SOME ARCHITECTURAL 

RENDERING THAT WE CAN SHOW YOU. I KNOW THAT IT'S A 

LONG NIGHT FOR YOU TONIGHT, I THINK AT THIS POINT I 

WILL SIT DOWN AND HEAR THE NEIGHBORHOOD TESTIMONY. 

ON REBUTTAL IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE DESIGN OR 

SITE PLAN AS IT'S PROPOSED OR HOW IT'S LAID OUT OR 

DISCUSS IT MORE, I WILL BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY 

QUESTIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU MR. SUTTLE, QUESTIONS OF THE 

APPLICANT, COUNCIL? IF NOT, AGAIN AT THIS TIME WE 

NORMALLY HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO ARE IN FAVOR OF THE 

ZONING CHANGE, THERE ARE NONE. THEN GO TO FOLKS 

WHO ARE IN OPPOSITION AND THEN MR. SUTTLE WILL HAVE 

A ONE-TIME REBUTTAL. WE HAD A NUMBER OF FOLKS WHO 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION. A HANDFUL 

OF FOLKS SIGNED UP BLESS THEIR HEART NOT WISHING TO 

SPEAK BUT ALSO IN OPPOSITION. BUT ALSO THE FOLKS WHO 

DO WANT TO SPEAK HAVE ASKED I THINK IT'S VERY 

APPROPRIATE FOR THEM TO GO IN A CERTAIN SEQUENCE 

BECAUSE THEY HAVE SORT OF A COORDINATED 

PRESENTATION AND SO -- SO WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE WILL 

TAKE THESE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT ORDER. WE WILL START 

WITH MR. PETER PILGRIMSON. WELCOME, PETER. AND 

ESSENTIALLY WITH MOST OF THESE SPEAKERS, FOLKS 

HERE I SUSPECT IN THE AUDIENCE SIGNED UP DONATING 

TIME. SO -- SO LET'S SEE REAL QUICKLY. IS PAUL WHEELER, 

HELLO, PAUL. HOW ABOUT LISETTE SMIDLEY. PETER, YOU 

WILL HAVE UP TO FIVE MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT, FOLLOWED 

BY JOHN MORRIS.  

I'M PETER, REPRESENTING 2222 [INDISCERNIBLE], A 

RESIDENT OF LONG CANYON NEIGHBORHOOD. THANK YOU 

FOR ALLOWING US TO MAKE OUR PRESENTATION WITH 



REMARKS TO STREAMLINE THE PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS. 

WE HAVE SEVERAL SPEAKERS WHO ARE -- HOPEFULLY 

SUCCINCT REMARKS AND ON A SPECIFIC TOPIC SO THERE 

WON'T BE A BUNCH OF PEOPLE SAYING THE SAME THING IN 

OUR PUBLIC HEARING. MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT MOST 

OR ALL OF OUR SPEAKERS DON'T NEED ALL OF THE TIME 

ALLOTTED TO THEM, DON'T BE TOO ALARMED AT THE 

NUMBERS ON THE PAGE THERE. WHAT WE MIGHT DO, 

EVERYBODY IS WEARING -- MOST OF THE PEOPLE ARE 

WEARING THESE TAGS TO IDENTIFY WHO THEY ARE, WE 

MIGHT HAVE EVERYBODY STAND UP BRIEFLY SO WE CAN 

SEE HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE ACTUALLY HERE SUPPORTING 

THE -- THE [INDISCERNIBLE] 22222222 CONA IS AN 

ORGANIZATION OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

ASSOCIATION DURING 2222, JESTER AND LONG CANYON ARE 

THE TWO MEMBER HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS NEAREST 

TO THIS DEVELOPMENT. JESTER IS IMMEDIATELY UP THE 

HILL, LONG CANYON IS ACROSS THE STREET. ACROSS RM 

2222 THAT IS. TO GET STARTED HERE, I WOULD LIKE TO 

STRESS THAT WE ARE NOT AGAINST DEVELOPMENT PER SE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THE PROPERTY ON THE DEVELOPMENT -- 

ON THE CORRIDOR IS GOING TO BE DEVELOPMENT AND 

LANDOWNERS HAVE THE RIGHT TO DEVELOP THEIR 

PROPERTY, WE COMPLETELY SUPPORT THAT. WHAT WE ARE 

INTERESTED THOUGH, THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAY 

ORDINANCE, OTHER DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 

PARTICULARLY IN THE SPIRIT OF THE HILL COUNTRY 

ROADWAY ORDINANCE. AS IT STANDS NOW, RM 2222 AND 

LOOP 360 IN MY OPINION ARE THE LAST OF THE HILL 

COUNTRY ROADWAYS WHERE WE HAVE A PRAYER OF 

ACTUALLY DOING WHAT THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAY 

ORDINANCE WAS SUPPOSED TO DO. MOST OF THE OTHER 

ROADS HAVE -- HAVE COMPLETELY FALLEN OFF THE RADAR 

IN TERMS OF ANY KIND OF REASONABLE COMPLIANCE. AND 

WE HAVE NOT OPPOSED EVERY DEVELOPMENT THAT'S 

COME INTO THE TERRITORY, CONTRARY TO WHAT SOME 

PEOPLE MIGHT BELIEVE. WE IN FACT HAD NO OPPOSITION 

TO THE ADVICE TAKE DEVELOPMENT, THEY ASKED FOR NO 

VARIANCES OR WAIVERS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT 

REGULATION. WHEN WE MET WITH THIS I THINK WE SAID AT 

THAT POINT WHY ARE WE HERE? BECAUSE WE ARE 

COMPLETELY OKAY WITH THAT KIND OF DEVELOPMENT. 



AGAIN, WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED AN AGREEMENT WITH 

THE [INDISCERNIBLE] RANCH DEVELOPMENT IMMEDIATELY 

ACROSS 2222 FROM THE CANYON RIDGE PROPERTY, I THINK 

ALL OF THE PARTIES ARE RELATIVELY HAPPY WITH THAT 

AGREEMENT. SPEAKING MORE DIRECTLY NOW TO THE 

CANYON RIDGE P.U.D., THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. WAS 

COMPLETED IN 1991 AND WAS -- WAS COMPLIANT WITH THE 

HILL COUNTRY ROADWAY ORDINANCE, IT WAS WORKED OUT 

AND LENGTHY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NEIGHBORHOODS 

AT THE TIME. OUR NEXT SPEAKER ACTUALLY WAS ONE OF 

THE PROTAGONISTS IN THAT ORIGINAL NEGOTIATION, HE 

WITH REFRESH OUR MEMORIES A LITTLE BIT ABOUT WHAT 

HAPPENED THERE, WHY IT HAPPENED.  

A NEW DEVELOPER WANTS TO MAKE SOME CHANGES AND 

WE CAN RESPECT THAT, THAT TIMES HAVE CHANGED, 

THERE ARE -- THERE IS -- THIS CALLS FOR SOME 

ADJUSTMENTS IN THE P.U.D. IN WORKING WITH THE 

DEVELOPER, WE HAVE GIVEN THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT 

REPEATEDLY AS WE DISCUSSED THE DEVELOPMENT, 

HOWEVER AS WE RECENTLY IN THE NEGOTIATION 

DIFFICULTIES, WE WERE WE VIEWING THE DEVELOPMENT A 

LITTLE MORE CAUTIOUSLY TODAY. IN THE BEGINNING THE 

DEVELOPER LIKENED IS TO DAVENPORT VILLAGE THE 

DEVELOPMENT DOWN ON 360. WE THOUGHT THAT WAS A 

VERY GOOD IDEA. WE ARE VERY IMPRESSED WITH THAT THE 

KIND OF PRESENCE IT HAS IN THE AREA. THE DEVELOPER 

ALSO ARTICULATED A STRONG GOAL TO HAVE A 

PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT AND WE 

RESPONDED FAVORABLY TO THAT, TOO, BECAUSE WE ARE 

VERY INTERESTED IN THAT KIND OF DEVELOPMENT. ON THE 

BASIS OF THOSE CONCEPTUAL KIND OF THINGS WE ARE 

VERY POSSIBLY DISPOSE -- VERY POSITIVELY DISPOSED 

TOWARDS THE DEVELOPMENT AND WE ENTERTAINED WITH 

NOT TOO MUCH PROBLEM A LOT OF EXTENSIONS TO WHAT I 

MIGHT CALL THE DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPE. ARE INVOLVING 

INCREASED BUILDING HEIGHTS, FLAT ROOFS, WITH SOME 

MODIFIED ROOF STRUCTURE INSTEAD OF [INDISCERNIBLE] 

REQUIRED IN THE P.U.D., A SECOND FULL SERVICE 

DRIVEWAY AND TO -- INTO THE DEVELOPMENT FROM JESTER 

BOULEVARD AND TO MAKE THE -- THE FIRST DRIVEWAY A 

FULL SERVICE DRIVEWAY INSTEAD OF RIGHT IN, RIGHT OUT 



ONLY. DEVELOPER WANTED THE DRAMATIC INCREASE IN 

THE AMOUNT OF RESTAURANTS BASED IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT, GIVEN THE PRESENTATIONS OF -- OF 

UPSCALE KIND OF DAVENPORT VILLAGE KIND OF 

DEVELOPMENT. WE THOUGHT THAT WAS -- THAT WAS 

UNACCEPT -- AN ACCEPTABLE IDEA, ALSO. THE DEVELOPER 

WANTED A SEPARATE PAD FOR A COFFEE SHOP WHICH WAS 

NOT ALLOWED IN THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. WE SAID GIVEN THE 

KIND OF DEVELOPMENT IT IS WE THOUGHT THAT WOULD BE 

OKAY, TOO. SEVERAL THINGS LIKE THAT. AND WE WORKED 

WITH THE DEVELOPER ON THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 

WHICH WOULD PLACE A LOT OF THINGS THAT WE HAD 

INTEREST IN, SOME OF THESE OTHER FEATURES INTO THE 

DOCUMENT THAT WOULD BE [INDISCERNIBLE] WITH THE 

LAND. THESE INCLUDED A SCORCH VACATION EASEMENT ON 

THE UNDEVELOPED PORTION OF THE PROPERTY. 

RESTRICTION ON WHAT COULD OF RESTAURANT WOULD GO 

INTO THE DEVELOPMENT, RESTRICTION ON DRIVE THROUGH 

LANES [INDISCERNIBLE], RICH MENTIONED, MONUMENT SIGN 

ON A PIECE OF PROPERTY THAT IS ACTUALLY RIGHT -- RIGHT 

ON THE DEVELOPMENT ITSELF. UNFORTUNATELY, WHEN IT 

CAME TIME TO INCORPORATE THIS INTO A REAL 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT WE RAN INTO SOME PROBLEMS. IN 

PARTICULAR THE DEVELOPMENT WAS RESISTING ANY IDEAS 

ABOUT -- ABOUT ANY RESTRICTIONS ON WHAT KIND OF FAST 

FOOD WOULD GO INTO THE DEVELOPMENT. WHAT KIND OF 

RESTAURANTS WOULD GO INTO THE DEVELOPMENT AND WE 

DISAGREED ABOUT INCORPORATING THAT DRIVE THROUGH 

FOR THE COFFEE SHOP. ADDITIONALLY -- THE RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT [INDISCERNIBLE] PROPOSED BY THE TWOER WAS 

UNENFORCEABLE AND INAPPROPRIATE FOR THIS 

PARTICULAR USE. BASICALLY THAT HAPPENED AT THE TIME 

OF THE Z.A.P. HEARING. AND THERE'S BEEN SOME 

PROGRESS SINCE THEN, ACTUALLY, WE SPOKE TO -- WE HAD 

A MEETING A WEEK AGO WITH THE DEVELOPER I THINK 

MADE SOME REASONABLE PROGRESS ON THINGS AND -- 

AND HAD FEEDBACK FROM THE DEVELOPER ON TUESDAY 

MORNING. RELATIVE TO THAT, ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON WE 

DEVELOPED A PROPOSAL TO THE DEVELOPER ON THIS 

SUBJECT AND WHEN WE CAME INTO THE MEETING TONIGHT 

WE HAD IN THE LOBBY A VERBAL PRESENTATION FROM THE 

DEVELOPER TO TRY TO MOVE THE AGENDA YET FURTHER. 



WE HAVEN'T HAD A CHANCE TO REALLY EVALUATE THAT, 

BUT WE ARE CERTAINLY GOING TO KEEP ON NEGOTIATING 

WITH THE DEVELOPER ON TRYING TO PUT TOGETHER AN 

APPROPRIATE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT FOR THIS 

PROPERTY. AT THE SAME TIME WE ARE HERE AT THIS 

HEARING AND THE DEVELOPER HAS ASKED FOR A WHOLE 

BUNCH OF VARIANCES FROM THE P.U.D. AND MANY OF 

THESE -- MANY OF THESE AMENDMENTS APPEAR TO BE 

DEGRADATIONS OF THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. THAT WAS PUT 

TOGETHER AND THEY REMOVED RESTRICTIONS THAT WERE 

CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. AND ONE OF THEM IN 

PARTICULAR IS THE AMENDMENT TO ALLOW DRIVE 

THROUGH LANES, THIS IS DRIVE THROUGH LANES FOR FAST 

FOOD, THAT IS THE LANGUAGE THAT'S ACTUALLY IN THE 

P.U.D. DOCUMENT. THE AMENDMENT IS A LITTLE VAGUE 

ABOUT WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT HERE. IN OUR LATEST 

PROPOSAL THE REMOVAL OF THAT AMENDMENT REQUEST 

WAS ONE OF THE CONDITIONS OF THE AGREEMENT. WE ARE 

KIND OF AT LOGGER HEADS STILL, BECAUSE THINGS ARE 

MOVING AT DIFFERENT SPEEDS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF 

THE PROCESS, BUT AT THE PRESENT TIME THAT'S THE KIND 

OF AMENDMENT THAT WE ARE DEFINITELY NOT -- 

DEFINITELY NOT SUPPORTING. SEVERAL OF THE 

AMENDMENTS SUCH AS THE SEPARATE PAD FOR A 

RESTAURANT AND THE DRIVE THROUGH LANES ARE MUCH 

MORE GENERAL THAN WHAT THE DEVELOPER HAS BEEN 

TALKING TO US ABOUT. AS I READ THE AMENDMENTS THAT 

ARE PROPOSED, THE DRIVE THROUGH LANES WOULD BE 

UNLIMITED IN NUMBER UNLESS THE Z.A.P. PROPOSAL IS 

ACCEPTED AND THEY WOULD BE UNRESTRICTED AS TO USE 

AS THE PRESENTATION TO US WAS IF IT WAS A COFFEE 

SHOP DRIVE THROUGH LANE IT WOULD BE ONLY FOR A 

COFFEE SHOP, NONE OF THAT LANGUAGE APPEARS OF 

COURSE IN THE AMENDMENT REQUEST. THIS 

[INDISCERNIBLE] RAISED THE ALARM IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS FRANKLY. IF APPROVED THESE 

AMENDMENTS WOULD VIOLATE EVEN THE VERBAL 

AGREEMENTS THAT WE HAVE WITH THE DEVELOPER. 

CURRENTLY IN FACT WE DO NOT HAVE ANY KIND OF 

AGREEMENT WITH THE DEVELOPER. WE HAVE BEEN 

TALKING THINGS HAVE BEEN AGREED TO, THOSE ARE 

VERBAL AGREEMENTS, BUT NOT ACTUALLY FORMALIZED IN 



ANY KIND OF A DOCUMENT. AND WITH THIS SITUATION, 

WHERE WE STAND RIGHT NOW, BARRING ANY FURTHER 

PROGRESS WE MAKE WITH THE DEVELOPER ON A REAL 

ENFORCEABLE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT, AT THIS POINT OUR 

POSITION IS THAT WE ARE OPPOSED TO APPROVING ANY OF 

THE P.U.D. AMENDMENTS AT THIS TIME. WE HAVE SEVERAL 

SPEAKERS WHO ARE GOING TO SPEAK ON SPECIFIC 

SUBJECTS AND WHY DON'T WE JUST MOVE AHEAD AND HAVE 

THEM TALK ABOUT. JOHN MORRIS IS THE NEXT SPEAKER, 

HE'S ONE OF THE ORIGINAL PEOPLE WHO WORKED ON THE 

ORIGINAL P.U.D.  

THANK YOU, JOHN ECKERT? JOHNS WINSTON KRIGER. 

HELLO, AND JENNIFER FLOYD. JENNIFER FLOYD IN THE 

ROOM? JOHN YOU WILL HAVE UP TO NINE MINUTES IF YOU 

NEED IT.  

THANK YOU.  

MAYOR WYNN, MEMBERS OF COUNCIL I'M DR. JOHN MILLER 

MORRIS. A HOMEOWNER IN LONG CANYON FOR 20 YEARS. I 

WAS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE ORIGINAL NEGOTIATIONS 

THAT ESTABLISHED THE CANYON RIDGE P.U.D., AT THE TIME 

I WAS FINISHING A Ph.D. IN THE COMMUNITY IN REGIONAL 

PLANNING PROGRAM AT U.T. AUSTIN. AND I WOULD SOON BE 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE LONG CANYON HOMEOWNERS 

ASSOCIATION. OVER THE COURSE OF THE YEAR, FROM 1990 

TO 1991 I WAS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE JESTER/LONG 

CANYON LAND USE SUBCOMMITTEE AN ENTITY 

SPECIFICALLY ESTABLISHED BY JESTER AND LONG CANYON 

NEIGHBORHOODS TO NEGOTIATE THE PLANS AS ORIGINALLY 

PROPOSED BY THE OWNERS OF CANYON RIDGE. I HAVE -- I 

WOULD ASK PERMISSION TO DISTRIBUTE THE HANDOUT TO 

THE COUNCIL. IS THAT POSSIBLE?  

PLEASE HAND IT TO COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND 

WE'LL PASS IT DOWN TO US. FIRST JUST A WORD ON THIS 

PROCESS THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD -- THAT THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD USED. THESE ARE PHOTOCOPIES OF SOME 

OF OUR DOCUMENT THAT WE USED. DEVELOPERS AND 

NEIGHBORS ALIKE MAY FIND ISSUES IN THE PUD TODAY, BUT 

THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT ACTUALLY REPRESENTED A 

VERY CAREFULLY NEGOTIATED PROCESS. AS YOU CAN SEE 



IN HANDOUT A, WELL OVER A DOZEN JESTER AND LONG 

CANYON NEIGHBORS WERE INVOLVED IN DIRECT TALKS 

WITH THE OWNERS. THE BAIRD FAMILY. WE ALL GAME VERY 

WELL AACQUAINTED WITH THE BAIRD FAMILY. ABOUT 40 

MEETINGS TOOK PLACE OVER THE COURSE OF A YEAR OR 

MORE. YOU CAN SEE ON PAGE 2 WE HAD A PROCESS TO 

THOSE MEETINGS ON HANDOUT A. EVENTUALLY THE 

NEIGHBORS, THE LAWYERS, THE OWNERS, THE PLANNERS, 

EVEN AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL PERSONS SUCH AS SALLY 

SIPMAN FINALIZED THIS AGREEMENT, ALL OF THE 

AGREEMENTS AND COMPROMISES IN THE FALL OF 199 

FRANKLY IT WAS VERY TEDIOUS, EVEN AN ARDUOUS 

PROCESS, IN THE END IT YIELDED A CANYON RIDGE P.U.D. 

THAT WAS NEGOTIATED IN GOOD FAITH BY THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS. I BROUGHT THREE INCHES OF MY OLD 

CANYON RIDGE FILES JUST TO DEMONSTRATE THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD'S COMMITMENT TO THAT NEGOTIATED 

PROCESS. WE TRIED TO BE AS SOPHISTICATED AND AS FAIR 

AS POSSIBLE TO ALL PARTIES. WHILE REPRESENTING THE 

CONCERNS OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. I WOULD BE HAPPY OF 

COURSE TO ADDRESS ANY COUNCIL QUESTIONS ON THE 

ORIGINAL INTENTIONS, WISHES AND AGREEMENTS THAT LED 

TO THE RESTRICTIVE NATURE OF THAT 1991 P.U.D. NOW IT'S 

15 YEARS LATER, THE CANYON RIDGE P.U.D. IS MOVING TO 

THE FOREFRONT OF 2222 DEVELOPMENT. A NUMBER OF 

VARIANCES TO THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. ARE CURRENTLY 

PROPOSED. SOME PERHAPS WORTHY, SOME PERHAPS 

UNDERSTANDABLE, AND A SIGNIFICANT FEW I BELIEVE 

MUCH, MUCH LESS WORTHY. I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS THE 

LATTER. SPECIFICALLY TWO OF THE REQUESTED 

VARIANCES. MY FIRST ITEM OF CONCERN HE IS THE 

RETENTION PONDS INTRUDING INTO THE WATER QUALITY 

TRANSITION ZONE. NOTING THE SPIRIT OF THE ORIGINAL 

NEIGHBORHOOD, NEGOTIATORS, I WOULD LIKE TO 

COMMENT THAT THE HOA'S ALWAYS SOUGHT THE HIGHEST 

POSSIBLE PROTECTIONS FOR WATER QUALITY IN WEST BULL 

CREEK. AS AN EXAMPLE THE ORIGINAL DEVELOPERS WERE 

ABSOLUTELY IN HIS TENT THAT THEY NEEDED GAS PUMPS 

AND A GAS STATION FOR THIS PROJECT. AND INDEED THEY 

ASSURED US THE WHOLE IMHIKS ECONOMICS OF THE 

PROJECTS ABSOLUTELY DEMANDED GAS PUMPS AND 

UNDERGROUND TANKS. AS YOU CAN SEE ON PAGE 3 OF 



HANDOUT A, THE NEIGHBORHOOD HAD A VERY DETERMINED 

SET OF KIND OF FUNDAMENTALS AND OUR APPROACH THIS 

IS THE LONGER DEVELOPMENT, BUT WHICH YOU CAN SEE 

THIS THAT HANDOUT A, PAGE 3, AT -- AT THE BOTTOM ONE, 

FOOS FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, DRIVE IN SERVICE STATIONS, 

FUEL OR CHEMICAL STORAGE OF ANY TYPE WILL BE 

PROHIBITED. AND THIS WAS IN FACT THE NEIGHBORHOOD'S 

CONCRETE BEDROCK ORGANIZING PRINCIPAL IN 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NEIGHBOR -- WITH THE OWNERS. 

THE NEIGHBORHOODS WERE THUS INSISTENT THAT WOULD 

BE NO UNDERGROUND GAS TANKS. AFTER MONTHS OF 

WRANGLING THE OWNERS EVENTUALLY SURRENDERED 

WITH THE HOA STARTED A VALID PETITION DRIVE AGAINST 

THE ENTIRE REZONING. THESE NEIGHBORS IN MY OPINION 

MIGHT NOW QUESTION THE CURRENT PLACEMENT OF THE 

PROPOSED RETENTION PONDS, THEY WOULD ALSO BE 

ASKING EXCEEDINGLY TOUGH QUESTION ABOUT 

MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING, WELL BEYOND THE USUAL 

LAX IF LEGAL STANDARD THAT PREVAIL AFTER 

DEVELOPMENT IS COMPLETED. ANY CURRENT VARIANCE 

SOUGHT WITH ANY PERCEIVED RISK TO WATER QUALITY 

VIOLATES THE SPIRIT OF THE 1990, 1991 NEGOTIATIONS. 

SADLY IT'S PROBABLY A QUESTION OF TIME BEFORE SOME 

MAGNITUDE STORM EVENT SENDS A CASCADE OF URBAN 

POLLUTION INTO WEST BULL CREEK FROM THESE VERY 

PROPOSED PONDS. THE SECOND ITEM THAT I WOULD LIKE 

TO ADDRESS IS WHAT I CALL THE CANYON RIDGE FOOD 

FIGHT. THAT IS THE DEVELOPER'S REQUEST FOR VARIANCES 

OVER THE EXISTING RESTRICTIONS AND PROVISIONS FOR 

FOOD SERVICE AND/OR POSSIBLE DRIVE THROUGH LANES. I 

DO UNDERSTAND WHY THE DEVELOPERS ARE SEEKING TO 

UNDO THE RESTRICTIVE NATURE OF THE 1991 P.U.D. 

RESTAURANT USAGES. FRANKLY, THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO 

BE TOUGH AND RESTRICTED IN NATURE. I HAVE ANY 

ORIGINAL NOTES FROM THE MEETINGS THAT TOOK PLACE. 

AS YOU CAN SEE, THERE IS A -- THERE IS ADDITIONAL 

HANDOUT B HERE, THESE ARE MY MARGINAL NOTES FROM 

THE ORIGINAL MEETINGS THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

CONDUCTED WITH THE DEVELOPER. AND FRANKLY THE 

ISSUE OF FAST FOOD CAME UP, IT WAS DISCUSSED AND THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD'S WISHES PREVAILED. ON PAGE 2 OF 

HANDOUT B, YOU WILL SEE MY MARGINAL NOTES, NO DRIVE 



THROUGH SERVICE, TAKEOUT ONLY, HOURS OF OPERATION 

7:00 A.M. TO 11:00 P.M. THESE IN FACT WERE INCORPORATED 

IN THE EXISTING P.U.D. AGREEMENT. THE ONE THAT THEY 

ARE NOW CURRENTLY SEEKING TO MODIFY. I WOULD 

REALLY LIKE TO BEAR WITNESS HERE TODAY, THAT THIS 

ISSUE, SMALL, SILLY THOUGH IT MAY BE, WAS IMPORTANT 

TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, IT WAS IMPORTANT IN A WAY THAT 

THE GAS PUMPS WERE IMPORTANT. AND IN THE END, IN 

GOOD FAITH, THE BAIRD FAMILY AGREED WITH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FAST FOOD, NO 

DRIVE THROUGH LANES, OR ANY SUGGESTION THEREOF. 

AND IN RETURN FOR THEIR CONCESSION ON THESE POINTS, 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND THE COMMITTEE WERE 

ACCOMMODATING TO THE DEVELOPERS ON OTHER ISSUES 

AND POINTS OF DEEP CONCERN TO THEM. THUS, I AM 

SERIES HERE, CHANGING THE FOOD SERVICE COVENANTS 

NOW IS A PRETTY BIG DEAL. AND IT VIOLATES THE 

HEARTFELT INTENTIONS OF THE ORIGINAL NEGOTIATED 

AGREEMENT REACHED IN 1991. MUCH THE SAME CAN BE 

SAID FOR OUTDOOR MUSIC SOUND LEVELS, DRIVE 

THROUGH, AND OTHER VARIANCES THAT ERODE THE 

ORIGINAL RESTRICTIVE NATURE. I URGE THE COUNCIL TO 

LISTEN TO FURTHER HOA REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR 

LEGITIMATE CONCERNS, LET ME CONCLUDE I WOULD PUT IT 

THIS WAY, COUNCIL. THE 1990'S RESIDENTS OF THE TWO 

NEIGHBORHOODS NOT ONLY CARED ABOUT WHAT POURED 

INTO OUR CREEKS AS YOU KNOW, WEST BULL AND BULL 

CREEK CONTRIBUTE 45% OF AUSTIN'S DRINKING WATER, 

BUT THEY ALSO CARED ABOUT WHAT KIND OF FOOD 

OUTLETS WERE POURED INTO OUR NEIGHBORHOODS. THIS 

WAS LONG, LONG BEFORE THE CURRENT CONCERN ABOUT 

ADULT OBJECT BEST COMMUNITY, JUVENILE DIABETES, 

OTHER ISSUES AS FOR EXAMPLE ADDRESSED IN ERIC 

SHROS SCHLOSSER'S BOOK, FAST FOOD NATION, IN RETURN 

TO THE CONCESSIONS ON WATER QUALITY AND FOOD 

SERVICE, THE NEIGHBORS CONCEDED ON FUNDAMENTAL 

ECONOMIC ISSUES SUCH AS THE VERY NATURE OF THE 

ZONING CHANGE THEN BEING SOUGHT. HEAVENS TO BETTY, 

COUNCILMEMBERS. WE SPENT WELL OVER A SOLID YEAR 

WEARING DOWN THE ORIGINAL OWNERS AND GETTING ALL 

OF THESE BENEFICIAL RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS. I ASKED 

THE COUNCIL AND THE -- IN THE PRESENT TO HELP US 



PRESERVE THE HARD WON, NEGOTIATED BENEFITS OF THE 

PAST. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. MORRIS. [ APPLAUSE ] OUR NEXT SPEAKER 

IS BRAD ROCKWELL, YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY DALE 

BULAH, LET'S SEE IS PAT BULA HERE, WELCOME. PAT 

BRINDLE. HOW ABOUT DONNA REEVES? HELLO, SO BRAD 

YOU WILL HAVE UP TO NINE MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

OKAY. THAT SHOULD BE PLENTY.  

GOOD EVENING, I'M BRAD ROCKWELL HERE REPRESENTING 

THE 2222 COALITION OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS. 

AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS ASKED YOU AT 

THIS TIME TO -- TO VOTE AGAINST THE VARIOUS -- THE 

VARIANCES AND WAIVERS THAT ARE BEING REQUESTED 

TODAY BY THE DEVELOPER. WHEN I'M HERE -- WHAT I'M 

HERE PRIMARILY TO TALK ABOUT ARE SOME OF THE LEGAL 

QUESTIONS AND DEFICIENCIES THAT APPEAR IN THE 

APPLICATION BEFORE YOU TODAY. THE -- THE BOTTOM LINE 

IS THAT -- IS THAT THE DEVELOPER HAS NOT MET THE 

CLEAR STANDARDS FOR VARIANCES AND WAIVERS THAT 

APPEAR IN YOUR LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE. THE HILL 

COUNTRY ROADWAY ORDINANCE SPECIFIES SOME WAIVER 

PROCEDURES FOR THE TYPES OF VARIANCES AND WAIVERS 

THAT ARE REQUESTED HERE LIKE THE RIGHTS TO DEVELOP 

ON SLOPES THAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE PROHIBITED. CUT 

AND FILL REQUIREMENTS, FLOOR TO AREA RATIO 

EXEMPTIONS AND 28-FOOT HEIGHT LIMITS. AND THE 

STANDARD FOR THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAY ORDINANCE 

WAIVER IS FOUND IN 25-2-1105-B AND THE WAIVER CAN BE 

ALLOWED ONLY TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ALLOW THE 

DEVELOPMENT TO OCCUR. THAT'S NOT THE STANDARD 

THAT'S BEING TALKED ABOUT BY CITY STAFF AND THEIR 

RECOMMENDATIONS. ANOTHER STANDARD THAT'S FOUND 

FOR THESE PROVISIONS IS 25-2-1105, A 1 OF THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE. WHICH SAYS THAT THE APPLICANT 

MUST SHOW UNDUE HARDSHIP. THIS IS SOMETHING 

RELATED TO THE OTHER STANDARD OF ONLY TO THE 

EXTENT NECESSARY TO ALLOW THE DEVELOPMENT TO 

OCCUR. THE APPLICANT CLAIMS IN THE UNDUE HARDSHIP, 

BUT IF YOU LOOK AT WHAT THEY ARE ALSO SAYING, THEY 

ARE SAYING THAT THEY SHOULD BE ENTITLED TO -- TO 



SHOW THAT -- THEY CAN SHOW THAT THEY ARE IMPROVING 

THE ENVIRONMENT, THEIR VARIANCES WOULD MAKE THIS 

AN ENVIRONMENTALLY BETTER PROJECT BECAUSE THEY 

WOULD BE REDUCING THE PROBLEM FROM 243,000 SQUARE 

FEET TO 222,000 SQUARE FEET. WELL, IF THEY HAVE THE 

RIGHT UNDER THE EXISTING P.U.D. TO DEVELOP AT 243,000 

SQUARE FEET, THEY ARE NOT SHOWING UNDUE HARDSHIP. 

THERE'S NO WAY THAT'S AN UNDULY HARDSHIP SET OF 

REGULATIONS IF THEY CAN MEET THAT AND CERTAINLY IF 

THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO DEVELOP 243,000 SQUARE FEET, 

WHAT THEY ARE ASKING FOR IS NOT A WAIVER THAT'S ONLY 

TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ALLOW DEVELOPMENT TO 

OCCUR. SO THEY CLEARLY DO NOT MEET THAT STANDARD 

AND AS MENTIONED BEFORE, ONE OF THE JUSTIFICATIONS 

IS A REDUCTION IN IMPERVIOUS COVER FROM 24 MILLION 

SQUARE FEET TO 222,000. I QUESTION WHETHER THE CITY 

STAFF HAS DONE THE CALCULATIONS TO SEE IN ACTUALITY 

HOW MANY SQUARE FEET THEY CAN DEVELOP UNDER THE 

ACTUAL RESTRICTIONS WITH SLOPES AND OTHER THINGS 

THAT ARE ON THERE. ANOTHER REQUIREMENT TO GET A 

VARIANCE IS THEY HAVE TO -- TO SHOW THAT THERE'S NO 

INCREASED PROBLEMS WITH TRAFFIC. AND I THINK THAT 

YOU WILL SEE SOME SPEAKERS HERE TO TALK ABOUT THE 

VARIOUS TRAFFIC PROBLEMS AT THIS PROJECT WITH WHAT 

ITS VARIANCE WOULD COST. THERE'S ADDITIONAL 

REQUIREMENTS FOR WAIVER AND VARIANCES FOR CUT AND 

FILL, THERE'S A -- THERE'S A SECTION 25-A-41 THAT 

REQUIRES AN EQUAL RESULT AS FAR AS WATER QUALITY. 

WHAT YOU SEE FROM CITY STAFF THERE'S BEEN NO -- NO 

ANALYSIS BY THE APPLICANT OR CITY STAFF COMPARING 

WHAT THE WATER QUALITY RUNOFF WOULD BE WITH THE 

VARIANCES AND WITHOUT THE VARIANCES, JUST A LIST OF 

THINGS THAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO IN THE -- THE CITY 

STAFF SAYS WELL THOSE ARE GOOD THINGS FOR WATER 

QUALITY, STILL THERE'S NO REAL ANALYSIS THAT MEETS 

THIS TEST THAT SAYS LIKE WATER QUALITY WOULD BE 

EQUAL. THERE'S ALSO A REQUIREMENT FOR CUT AND FILL 

VARIANCE THAT IT CANNOT BE BASED ON A CONDITION 

CAUSED BY A METHOD CHOSEN BY THE APPLICANT. IN FACT 

THAT'S ONE OF THEIR ARGUMENTS IS THAT THEY NEED A 

VARIANCE BECAUSE OF A METHOD THAT THEY HAVE 

CHOSEN IN THE PAST AND THAT WAS A -- THAT WAS A 



FAULTY, TOPOGRAPHIC MAP THAT THEY USED AND RELIED 

ON, NOW THEY ARE SAYING THEY WANT TO GET OUT OF IT 

AND GET A CUT AND FILL VARIANCE BUT IT VIOLATES THE 

VERY CONDITIONS THAT'S REQUIRED TO SHOW FOR A 

VARIANCE AND IN FACT AS A FACTUAL MATTER, NOT ONLY 

WERE THEY RELYING ON -- IN POTENTIALLY FLAWED 

TOPOGRAPHICCAL MAP, BUT SHOW WERE THE 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND THE NEIGHBORS WHO WERE 

NEGOTIATING THIS DEAL. EVERYBODY WAS ON A LEVEL 

PLAYING FIELD IN TERMS OF WHATEVER 

MISUNDERSTANDINGS WERE THERE NOW. AND ANY 

CHANGES BASED ON THAT SHOULD NOT BE ONE SIDED AND 

JUST SOMETHING TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT. 

WATER QUALITY PONDS AND TRANSITION ZONES. THAT'S 

ANOTHER VARIANCE THAT THEY ARE ASKING FOR. AGAIN 

THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE SECTION 25841 B 2 SAID 

THAT THAT -- THAT TYPE OF VARIANCE FROM THAT 

LIMITATION CAN ONLY OCCUR WHEN THERE'S NO 

REASONABLE ECONOMIC USE OF THE PROPERTY IF THAT 

VARIANCE IS NOT ALLOWED. CERTAINLY THAT'S NOT 

SOMETHING THAT THEY HAVE SHOWN, THAT'S NOT 

SOMETHING CITY STAFF HAS REQUESTED, IT NOT 

SOMETHING THAT'S PART OF THE FINDINGS OR 

DETERMINATIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OR THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD. HIKE INCREASE THERE MUST BE A 

SHOWING OF UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES, WHAT'S UNUSUAL 

ABOUT STEEP TOPOGRAPHY IN THE HILL COUNTRY, THAT'S A 

STANDARD PART OF ANY DEVELOPMENT OUT THERE. 

THERE'S BEEN SOME -- SO CLEARLY WHAT THEY HAVE 

PREVENTED TO YOU DOES NOT MEET -- PRESENTED TO YOU 

DOES NOT MEET THE REQUIREMENTS IN THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE FOR THEM TO BE ENTITLED TO FOR 

YOU TO HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO GRANT A VARIANCE AND 

WAIVER FROM THE P.U.D. I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS ONE 

OTHER ISSUE. THERE'S SOME QUESTIONS AS FAR AS THIS 

PROJECT GOES ABOUT THE ROLE OF GRANDFATHERING. 

THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME ASSERTION OF 

GRANDFATHERED RIGHTS. NOW, AS -- AS MR. SUTTLE 

MENTIONED THEY ARE NOT MAKING A 1704 CLAIM HERE. 

THERE CLEARLY IS NOT STATUTORY GRANDFATHERING 

BECAUSE THIS IS A DIFFERENT PROJECT. COMPLETELY 

CHANGING THE RON FIGURATION OF THE PROJECT WITH 



ZONING. EVERYTHING IS DIFFERENT FROM WHAT IT WAS 

ORIGINALLY PROPOSED. CERTAINLY THIS IS NOT 

SOMETHING ENTITLED TO STATUTORY GRANDFATHERING. 

THE ONLY GRANDFATHERING THAT COULD BE APPLICABLE 

IS SOME LANGUAGE IN THE P.U.D. ORDINANCE THAT 

PROVIDES FOR SOME LIMITED FORMS OF GRANDFATHERING 

AND IT'S AN ORDINANCE THAT YOU ALL CREATED AND IT'S 

AN ORDINANCE THAT YOU CAN -- CAN MODIFY AND TAKE 

AWAY IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO GRANT GRANDFATHERING 

RIGHTS TO THIS APPLICANT. IN FACT THERE'S AN ARGUMENT 

THAT THE GRANDFATHERING THAT'S CONTAINED IN THE 

P.U.D. ORDINANCE IS N INVALID FROM THE BEGINNING 

BECAUSE UNDER YOUR ORDINANCES ANY DEVELOPMENT 

PURSUANT TO THE P.U.D. MUST BE SUPERIOR TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT THAT WOULD OCCUR UNDER CONVENTIONAL 

ZONING OR SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, IT'S HARD TO 

IMAGINE THAT A GRANDFATHERING TERM IN A P.U.D. WOULD 

-- WOULD PRODUCE A PROJECT THAT WAS SUPERIOR AND 

ALLOW A COMPLETELY NEW PROJECT TO BE 

GRANDFATHERED UNDER THE OLD RULES COMPARED TO A 

P.U.D. THAT DID NOT HAVE SUCH A PROVISION. THERE'S A 

QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THAT RULE IS VALID. PLEASE DO 

NOT APPROVE THIS DEAL TODAY. AND UNTIL THE 

NEIGHBORS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO -- TO WORK OUT 

THE DIFFERENCES WITH THE DEVELOPER, IN A BINDING AND 

CONCLUSIVE WAY, AND COME UP WITH SOMETHING THAT -- 

THAT GENUINELY IS A SUPERIOR DEVELOPMENT SUCH AS 

WHAT IS REQUIRED WITH YOUR P.U.D., LAND DEVELOPMENT 

CODE REQUIREMENTS. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MR. ROCKWELL. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: NEXT SPEAKER IS -- IS DALE. WELCOME, LET'S 

SEE, IS FRED NORTON IN THE ROOM.  

FRED, BURTON REED -- VERNON REED. WELCOME. JO ANNE 

NORTON. AND ELLEN RUSSELL. HI, ELLEN SO DALE IF YOU 

NEED IT, YOU HAVE UP TO 15 MINUTES.  

OH, WOW. WE KNOW WE DON'T WANT TO SPEAK THAT LONG. 

GOOD EVENING, COUNCILMEMBERS. MY NAME IS DALE 

BULAH A MEMBER OF THE JESTER HOMEOWNERS, THE 2222 

CONA BOARD. BOTH OF THESE BOARDS ARE NOW OPPOSING 



ALL OF THE VARIANCES BEING REQUESTED BY THE 

DEVELOPER AFTER MANY PROGRAMS IT'S NOW CLEAR THAT 

THIS DEVELOPER DOES NOT SEEM TO BE WILLING TO PUT 

THE ACTIVE ISSUES AND CONCERNS OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD DOWN IN WRITING. THE DEVELOPER MAY 

SAY THAT WE DON'T KNOW WHAT WE WANT, WE KEEP 

CHANGING OUR MIND, BUT THE TRUTH IS THAT WE KNOW 

EXACTLY WHAT WE WANT, WE HAVE VERBALIZED IT OFTEN. 

THE DEVELOPER HAS NEVER US THE DEVELOPMENT THAT 

WE COULD SIGN THAT ADDRESSES OUR CONCERNS.  

I WOULD ADDRESS A FEW OF THOSE ITEMS NOW.  

NUMBER ONE, RESTAURANT RESTRICTIONS, WE DESIRE 

SOME RESTRICTIONS ON RESTAURANTS FROM THE VERY 

BEGINNING. SO THE DEVELOPMENT WOULD NOT BE 

HOMOGENIZED ANYWHERE IN AMERICA, AS SEMIAGE OF 

NATIONAL FAST FOOD CHAIN. THE DEVELOPER TOLD US 

THEY AGREED SO WE WERE OPTIMISTIC. HOWEVER WHEN IT 

WITH A CAME TIME TO INCORPORATE INTO RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT AMENDMENTS IT DOES NOT MATERIALIZE. 

DESPITE OUR MANY SUGGESTIONS, WE WANTED GENERAL 

RESTAURANTS BUT WE GOT NOTHING BUT LIMITED. THE 

DEVELOPER WANTS A MUCH LARGER RESTAURANT 

PRESENCE THAN THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. AND COMPLETE 

FREEDOM AS THE TYPE GENERAL OR LIMITED. THE 

DEVELOPER HAS ONLY PROPOSED FAST FOOD TYPE OF 

ESTABLISHMENTS AND AS WE LOOK AT IT NOW, WE ARE 

CONCERNED THAT THESE FAST FOOD OUTLETS MAY 

RESEMBLE A FOOD COURT INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE 

DAVENPORT MILL ADVANTAGE MODEL -- VILLAGE MODEL 

PROMISED TO US AND SURELY INCOMPATIBLE WITH OUR 

DESIRES FOR THIS PROJECT. WE WANT AN ECLECTIC MIX, 

[INDISCERNIBLE] OR LIKE THE MIXED USE TYPE OF 

RESTAURANT AT OUR WORLD FAMOUS AUSTIN-BERGSTROM 

INTERNATIONAL EATERIES. NUMBER TWO, CONCERNING 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT. YOU HAVE HEARD THAT 

MENTIONED SEVERAL TIMES TONIGHT. THE RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT VEHICLE PROPOSED BY THE DEVELOPER 

OFFERS NO PROTECTION AND THUS HAS NO VALUE FOR THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. AS A MEMBER OF THE CANYON RIDGE 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE. I SAW FIRSTHAND 

HOW VARIANCES WERE GRANTED WITH NO VOTE BY THE 



COMMITTEE. THE RULES SAY THAT AFTER 30 DAYS THEIR 

REQUEST FOR VARIANCES ARE APPROVED AUTOMATICALLY. 

HOW CAN THIS PROTECT A NEIGHBORHOOD? WE HAD ASKED 

AND BEEN ASSURED THAT A NEW RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 

COULD BE PREPARED TO ALLOW THE HOA TO HAVE SOME 

CONTROL, BUT THAT NEVER MATERIALIZED. I'M SURE THAT 

IN YOUR BACKUP MATERIAL THERE'S PROBABLY EVEN 

MENTION THAT VARIANCES WERE GRANTED BY THE A.C.C. 

OF CANYON RIDGE, AS A MEMBER OF THAT COMMITTEE I 

CAN TELL YOU THAT I ATTENDED, THERE WAS NO VOTE 

TAKEN. WE WOULD HAVE LOVED TO HAVE AN AGREEMENT 

SIGNED TONIGHT. BUT WE HAVE NEVER SEEN ONE. 

COMMITMENT TO CONSERVATION EASEMENT IS NUMBER 

THREE. THE DEVELOPER SAID HE'S COMMITTED TO A 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT ON THE UNDEVELOPED PORTION 

OF THE SITE, WHICH REPRESENTS ABOUT 75% OF THE 

PROPERTY. THE DEVELOPER PLANS TO PURSUE AND 

PURCHASE. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT FORMALIZATION 

OF THIS CONSERVATION EASEMENT ONLY APPEARS IN THE 

PROPOSED RESTRICTIVE COVENANT WHICH AS WE HAVE 

EXPERIENCED HAS NO PROTECTION FOR US. SECURING 

THIS CONSERVATION EASEMENT WAS A MAJOR OBJECTIVE 

OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD BACK DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS 

IN 1991. NUMBER 4 THE WATER RETENTION PONDS HAS 

BEEN MENTIONED BEFORE, BUT AS WE LOOK AT THE 

DEVELOPMENT WE ARE STUCK, ARE STRUCK, WITH THE 

MASSIVE NATURE OF THESE RETENTION PONDING 

FRONTING ON F.M. 2000, THEY WILL BE 10 -- F.M. 2222, 10 

FEET HIGH IN THE FRONT, 16 FEET HIGH IN THE REAR. IT 

COULD BE A SAFETY FACTOR WITH THE HIGH SPEED 

TRAFFIC IN THE AREA. AND THE DEVELOPERS ARE ALSO 

GOING TO BE SPENDING TONS OF MONEY TO TRY TO HIDE IT. 

A SIGNIFICANT FILL SITE IN THIS DEVELOPMENT IS NEAR THE 

PROPOSED BANK LOCATION. ANOTHER DEVELOPER WHO 

HAPPENS TO BE A JESTER RESIDENT RECENTLY 

SUGGESTED TO ME, WHY CAN'T THEY PUT A NICE WET POND 

RETENTION FACILITY. WHY COULDN'T THAT BE CONSIDERED, 

SUCH FACILITIES COULD MAKE A WONDERFUL FEATURE 

SUCH AS AT THE ARBORETUM. IMAGE BUILDINGS 

CLUSTERED AROUND THE WATER FEATURE, THIS COULD 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE LAND, ELIMINATE PART OF THE 

PROPOSED RETENTION PONDS ENCROACHING ON THE 



WATER QUALITY TRANSITION ZONE. BUT INSTEAD OF 

CONTINUOUSLY COMPLAINING ABOUT THE HARDSHIP OF 

DEVELOPING IN THE HILL COUNTRY, WHY NOT ACCENTUATE 

THESE HILL COUNTRY FEATURES. NUMBER 5 IS THE P.U.D. 

ACCESS. THIS PROPOSED P.U.D. HAS OFFICE, RETAIL AND 

RESIDENTIAL COMPONENTS. HOWEVER THE RESIDENTIAL 

COMPONENT HAS NO CONNECTION TO THE P.U.D. BECAUSE 

THE ONLY LINK TO THE OFFICE AND RETAIL IS VIA 2222. NO 

LINK TO THE COMPLEX, SIDEWALK, WALKWAYS THE ONLY 

WAY TO WALK ALONG 2222 IF YOU DARE. THERE IS NO 

SIDEWALK THERE, THERE WILL BE NO SIDEWALK WE ARE 

TOLD BY TXDOT. THE ONLY PRACTICAL OPTION IS TO GET IN 

YOUR CAR, DRIVE NEXT DOOR. REAL PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY. 

THIS VIOLATES THE SPIRIT OF THE P.U.D. IN OUR OPINION. 

LIKEWISE THE DEVELOPER HAS NOT GUARANTEED TO A 

PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY LINK WITH THE JESTER 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THIS DEVELOPMENT -- INSTEAD I BEG 

YOUR PARDON, I LOST MY LINE. INSTEAD OF COMPLAINING 

ABOUT HILL COUNTRY HARDSHIP, WHY NOT HAVE THE 

DEVELOPER TO EMBRACE HIS BEAUTY, HIS TOPOGRAPHY. 

THIS COULD BE A REAL SHOW PLACE IF SOMETHING 

CREATIVE WERE USED. IN CONCLUSION, THE VAUGHAN 

RANCH DEVELOPMENT MENTIONED EARLIER, RIGHT ACROSS 

THE STREET FROM US, THEY WORKED WITH US, THEY DREW 

A DETAILED RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS, THEY PUT 

EVERYTHING THAT THEY SAID VERBALLY INTO WRITING FOR 

US TO SIGN. OFTEN THEY DID IT WITHIN 24 HOURS TO GET 

OUR APPROVAL. SO WE COULD SHARE IT WITH OUR 

ATTORNEY. WE WISH THIS PROJECT COULD HAVE 

FOLLOWED THAT MODEL. LIKE THE RANCH, CANYON RIDGE 

IS ALSO LOCATED IN A CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL HABITAT 

AREA WITH ENDANGERED SPECIES NEARBY. DOES IT MAKE 

SENSE TO COVER THIS AREA WITH EXTRA TRAFFIC, DOES IT 

MAKE SENSE TO IGNORE THE CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

FEATURES THAT WE ALL COME HERE TO ENJOY. DOES IT 

MAKE SENSE TO TURN THIS INTO A DESTINATION MAGNET 

FOR DRIVE THROUGH FAST FOOD. I THINK IT MAKES SENSE 

TO ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND WHY PEOPLE COME TO THIS 

SPECIAL PLACE. AS DEVELOPMENT COMES TO THE 

CORRIDOR AS IT WILL, LET IT BE SMART. LET IT BE 

REASONABLE, BEAUTIFUL AND FRIENDLY TO THE 

ENVIRONMENT. WE HOPE THE DEVELOPER WILL LET US 



ACCOMPLISH THAT GOAL. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU, OUR NEXT SPEAKER IS BILL COLEMAN. BILL 

COLEMAN SIGNED UP TO GO NEXT. TO BE FOLLOWED BY 

CAROL LEE. TO BE FOLLOWED BY CAROL [INDISCERNIBLE]  

WERE THERE ANY SPEAKERS SIGNED UP.  

WELL, ACCORDING TO THE -- PHIL COALMAN NOT -- NOT 

GOING TO SPEAK.  

HE JUST STEPPED OUT.  

I THINK HE --  

HE HAD A DIFFERENT CUE.  

CAROL. CAROL YOU CAN STEP UP, LET'S SEE. IS EDWIN KING 

HERE. HELLO, EDWIN. LEWIS MARCOURT, SORRY IF I 

MISPRONOUNCED THAT. HELLO. RUTH CRIER. UP TO 12 

MINUTES FOLLOWED BY PHIL COALMAN, I GUESS.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS. AND MY NAME 

IS CAROL LEE AND I REPRESENT THE GLEN LAKE AND RIVER 

POINT SUBDIVISIONS WHICH ARE LOCATED OFF CITY PARK 

ROAD. AS A MEMBER OF THE 2222 COALITION OF 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS. I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO 

YOU ABOUT TRAFFIC. AND SAFETY CONCERNS THAT WE 

HAVE ABOUT THE CANYON RIDGE DEVELOPMENT. I KNOW 

THAT TRAFFIC PROBLEMS ON -- ON FARM-TO-MARKET 2222 

OFTEN GET A DEAF EAR BECAUSE THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THAT ROADWAY. 

HOWEVER THE CITY ALSO CARRIES RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

COMPOUNDING THE PROBLEMS WITH APPROVAL OF ZONING 

AND DEVELOPMENT IN THIS CORRIDOR. IN 1986, THE CITY 

COUNCIL RECOGNIZED THIS. WITH PASSAGE OF THE HILL 

COUNTRY ROADWAY ORDINANCE. WITH THIS ORDINANCE, 

THE CITY COUNCIL STATED THAT CONTINUED PRESSURE 

FOR WESTWARD GROWTH OF THE CITY SHALL BRING AN 

EXPLOSIVE ON RUSH OF DEVELOPMENT ALONG MAJOR 

ROADWAYS TO THE WEST OF THE CITY. THE CITY COUNCIL 

RECOGNIZED THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAYS TO BE AN 

ASSET TO THE ENTIRE CITY, THE CITY COUNCIL 



RECOGNIZED THE NECESSITY TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE 

THE UNIQUE PHYSICAL BEAUTY OF THESE ROADWAYS. TO 

CONTINUE BENEFITING THE CITY'S ECONOMIC CLIMATE. THE 

STOP YOU WAS CONCERNED ABOUT TRAFFIC SAFETY AND 

CONGESTION ALONG THESE ROADWAYS. AND 

ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE TRAFFIC CAPACITY OF THE HILL 

COUNTRY ROADWAYS WAS LIMITED. THE CITY COUNCIL 

STATED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL DISRUPTION AND 

ECONOMIC COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPROVEMENT 

AND EXPANSION OF THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAYS WAS 

CONSIDERABLE AND COULD BE MINIMIZED BY RESTRICTIONS 

ON LAND USE, PROPERTIES JEANTS TO THE HILL COUNTRY 

ROADWAYS, THE TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS FOR THIS 

CANYON RIDGE DEVELOPMENT WAS PERFORMED IN 1989. 17 

YEARS AGO. ALTHOUGH THAT WAS ONLY THREE YEARS 

AFTER PASSAGE OF THE HILL COUNTRY ROADWAY 

ORDINANCE, THE ANALYSIS ASSUMED THAT FARM-TO-

MARKET 2222 WOULD BE AN 8 LANE PARKWAY BY THE TIME 

THAT IT WAS BUILT OUT IN 1992. IT ALSO ASSUMED THAT 

BELL MOUNTAIN DRIVE WOULD BE EXTENDED ACROSS 2222, 

AND THAT 15 TO 20% OF THE 2222 TRAFFIC WOULD USE THE 

NEW ARTERIAL 8 ROADWAY. IT IS NOW 2006. AND THE 

ASSUMPTIONS OF THIS 17-YEAR-OLD, 1989 TIA HAVE NOT 

PANNED OUT. ACCORDING TO THE 2002 TRAFFIC COUNTS, 

THE VOLUME HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED SINCE THE 

ORIGINAL TIA WAS PERFORMED. AND THAT EXCEEDED THE 

RATED CAPACITY OF THE 2000 ROADWAY FOR SEVERAL 

YEARS NOW. 2222 HAS NOT BECOME A PARKWAY. AND IN 

FACT IT'S EVEN BEEN DOWNGRADED IN THE AUSTIN 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN TO A DIVIDED 

FOUR-LANE MAJOR ARTERIAL. THE ORIGINAL TIA REQUIRED 

A SIGNAL AT THE SECOND DRIVEWAY. FOR IT TO OPERATE 

AT AN ADEQUATE LEVEL OF SERVICE. TXDOT HAS STATED 

THAT THEY WOULD NOT APPROVE A SIGNAL AT THAT 

DRIVEWAY. IF ARTERIAL 8 HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED, PLEASE 

LET US KNOW WHERE IT IS SO PEOPLE CAN USE THAT 

INSTEAD OF 2222. THE AVERAGE TRAVEL SPEED OF 

VEHICLES ON 2222 ALSO HAS INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY 

FROM THE ASSUMPTIONS OF THE CANYON RIDGE TIA. THE 

AVERAGE TRAVEL SPEED IN 1992 WAS GIVEN AS -- AS 31.2 

MILES PER HOUR EASTBOUND AND 28.9 MILES PER HOUR 

WESTBOUND. AND IN 2004, TXDOT DID A SPEED STUDY TO 



DETERMINE THE 85% TILE SPEED ON THIS ROAD. IT WAS 

RATED AT 67 MILES PER HOUR EASTBOUND AND 69 MILES 

PER HOUR WESTBOUND. THE AVERAGE TRAVEL SPEED HAS 

A HUGE IMPACT ON SAFETY AS THE RISK AND SEVERITY OF 

ACCIDENTS INCREASES WITH THE INCREASED SPEEDS. THE 

TRAVEL SPEED OF VEHICLES ON THE ROADWAY RADICALLY 

INFLUENCES THE LEVEL OF SERVICE OF DRIVEWAYS 

ACCESSING THAT ROADWAY. IT AFFECTS THE REQUIRED 

SITE DISTANCES THAT ARE SAFE. FOR ENTERING AND 

EXITING FROM THOSE DRIVEWAYS. THE USE THAT'S 

PROPOSED FOR THE CANYON RIDGE DEVELOPMENT 

CHANGED DRAMATICALLY WITH SEVERAL REITERATIONS. 

SINCE DIFFERENT LAND USES GENERATE DIFFERENT 

AMOUNTS OF TRAFFIC IT IS CRITICAL THAT THE TRAFFIC 

GENERATION ESTIMATES ARE BASED ON SPECIFIC LAND 

USES. YOU WILL HEAR TODAY THAT THIS P.U.D. 

DEVELOPMENT GENERATES LESS TRAFFIC THAN WHAT WAS 

APPROVED IN THE ORIGINAL 1991 P.U.D. PLEASE REALIZE 

THAT THE TRAFFIC VOLUME ESTIMATED FOR THIS 

DEVELOPMENT STILL REPRESENTS MORE THAN 25% OF THE 

TOTAL CAPACITY OF THE CURRENT ROADWAY. THAT'S 

ALREADY OVERCAPACITY. AND REMEMBER THAT AS ANYONE 

WHO WORKS WITH NUMBERS KNOWS, IF YOU START WITH A 

BOGUS NUMBER, ANY NUMBERS BASED ON THOSE ARE 

ALSO BOGUS. THE ORIGINAL TIA WAS AMENDED IN 

DECEMBER OF 1990 AND UPDATED AGAIN IN OCTOBER OF 

2000. BUT THOSE ARE BASED ON THE SAME BOGUS 

ASSUMPTIONS AND BACKGROUND TRAFFIC AS THE 

ORIGINAL TIA. IT'S STILL NOT A PARKWAY. THE COMPARISON 

ALSO IS NOT RELIABLE BECAUSE DUE TO INACCURACIES 

WITH THE OLD HAND DRAWN SLOPE, THE SQUARE FOOTAGE 

APPROVED FOR THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. DEVELOPMENT COULD 

NEVER HAVE BEEN BUILT WITHOUT THESE REQUESTED 

AMENDMENTS. THE CAN I DON'T CANYON RIDGE DEVELOPER 

IS [INDISCERNIBLE] 4,000 SQUARE FOOT OF RESTAURANT 

PER BUILDING, INTENDED TO DISTRIBUTE THE RESTAURANT 

USES, TO PROVIDE AN AMENITY FOR THE BUILDING 

OCCUPANTS. SO THE RESTAURANTS CAN BE CLUSTERED 

TOGETHER. THE DEVELOPER ALSO IS REQUESTING A 

VARIANCE TO PERMIT LIMITED RESTAURANTS WHICH 

ALLOWS FOR FAST FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS, THE 

DEVELOPER IS ALSO REQUESTING A VARIANCE TO ALLOW 



FOR DRIVE THROUGH LANES. APPROVING THESE VARIANCE 

WILL ALLOW THE COMPLEX TO HAVE MORE FOOD COURT 

FLAVOR, WHICH ATTRACTS A LARGE AMOUNT OF TRAFFIC 

AND IS CONTRARY TO THEIR INTENT OF THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. 

FAST FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS GENERATE FOUR TIMES THE 

NUMBER OF VEHICLE TRIPS THAN QUALITY RESTAURANTS. 

THE TYPE OF LIMITED RESTAURANT ALSO AFFECTS THE 

PEAK HOUR TRIPS WITH COFFEE SHOPS GENERATING 70 -- 

73 73 WITH NO DRIVE THROUGH TO 183 WITH A DRIVE 

THROUGH, TRIPS PER THOUSAND SQUARE FEET. AND FAST 

FOOD GENERATING 44, WITH NO DRIVE THROUGH TO 53 

WITH A DRIVE THROUGH TRIPS PER THOUSAND SQUARE 

FEET. PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC, RUSH HOUR ON 2222 IS 

DANGEROUS, IT'S CONGESTED, WE DO NOT NEED A 

DEVELOPMENT THAT GENERATES THIS VOLUME OF TRAFFIC 

AND COMPOUNDS THE EXISTING PEAK HOUR CONGESTION 

THAT EXISTS. THE CANYON RIDGE DEVELOPER ALSO IS 

REQUESTING A VARIANCE TO ALLOW APPROVED RIGHT IN, 

RIGHT OUT DRIVEWAY ON TO JESTER BOULEVARD TO BE 

FULL ACCESS AND TO ADD ANOTHER FULL ACCESS 

DRIVEWAY ON TO JESTER. WITH THE FAILED INTERSECTION 

AT 2222 AND 360, WE ARE EXPERIENCING EXTREMELY HIGH 

NUMBER OF VEHICLES THAT ARE CUTTING THROUGH THE 

SURROUNDING SINGLE FAMILY NEIGHBORHOODS. TO GET 

WHERE THEY NEED TO GO. PROVIDING TWO FULL ACCESS 

DRIVEWAYS ON TO JUSTER BOULEVARD, CAN 

SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE TRAFFIC FLOW THROUGH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD. THESE EFFECTS WARRANTS STUDY. IF 

SOME OF YOU FEEL LIKE GRANTING THESE VARIANCES TO 

ALLOW THE DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS BEEN PROPOSED 

WOULD HAVE A VERY SEVERE NEGATIVE EFFECT ON THE 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND CONGESTION, FURTHER 

COMPOUNDING THE EXISTING PROBLEMS FOR WHICH THERE 

ARE NO PLANNED OR FUNDED SOLUTIONS. IN 1989, DAVID 

GERARD AT THE TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT COMPOUNDED -- COMMENTED THAT THE 

ULTIMATE CON CONFIGURATION FOR 2222 HAS NOT YET 

BEEN COMPLETED AND AN UPDATED TIA SHOULD BE 

REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE FINAL STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT. IF 

2222 IS CONSTRUCTED WITH AN ALTERNATE 

CONFIGURATION. 2222 DID NOT EVEN BECOME A PARKWAY 

AND THE CITY OF AUSTIN SHOULD REQUIRE A NEW TIA THAT 



REFLECTS THE CONDITIONS WE HAVE IN 2006. AND HELP 

DETERMINE WHAT CAN BE DONE TO MEDIATE THE PUBLIC 

SAFETY HAZARD THAT IT WILL POSE.  

THANK YOU, CAROL, PHIL COLEMAN READY TO SPEAK? IF 

NOT THEN CAROL PILGRIM SON. HANG ON ONE SECOND, 

LET'S SEE -- OKAY. SO IS CHRISTINE DIRE HERE, HELLO 

CHRISTINA, LEWIS PORTER? HELLO, LEWIS, DEBORAH 

McCASLIN, SO CAROL UP TO 12 MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT. 

[ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

THERE'S NOTHING IN THE P.U.D. OR THE RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT TO INDICATE THAT AND IT COULD BECOME, LIKE I 

SAID, ANYTHING ELSE, EVEN IF THIS DEVELOPER WERE TO 

START OFF BY PUTTING A DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS IN 

THERE, WHEN THIS DEVELOPMENT CHANGES HANDS, THERE 

WOULD BE NO GUARANTEE IT WOULD REMAIN SUCH. THE 

DRIVE THROUGH LANE ITSELF IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE 

NATURE OF THE DEVELOPMENT THAT THE DEVELOPER HAS 

PROPOSED TO US. THE DAVENPORT VILLAGE MODEL, WHICH 

SUPPOSEDLY IS THE MODEL FOR THIS KIND OF 

DEVELOPMENT, DOES NOT THROUGHOUT DRIVE THROUGH 

LANES. AND CERTAINLY THE DRIVE THROUGH LANES ARE 

INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PEDESTRIAN ORIENTATION THAT 

HAS BEEN PROPOSED TO US, BUT AS MR. BULA EXPLAINED, 

IT'S NOT ALL THAT PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY ANYWAY. THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN DID A STUDY OF THE 2222 CORRIDOR, AND 

THE DATE I HAVE A 2002, AND IN THAT STUDY IT SAYS 

COMPACT AND WALKABLE MIXED USE COMMUNITIES ACT 

EFFECTIVELY AS TRAFFIC DETENTION PONDS AND GOES ON 

TO TALK ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE TOWN CENTER 

MODEL FOR THE 2222 CORRIDOR. AND IT SAID THE TOWN 

CENTER IS FAR MORE SUCCESSFUL IF IT BECOMES A PARK 

ONCE DESTINATION WHERE SOMEONE CAN DO SEVERAL 

THINGS AT ONE DESTINATION. IT'S INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE 

DRIVE DRIVE THROUGH LANE IN THIS DEVELOPMENT. I 

ASKED TXDOT ABOUT THEIR OPINION OF THE DRIVE 

THROUGH LANE FOR SPECIFICALLY A COFFEE SHOP, AND I 

SPOKE WITH THE TRAFFIC ENGINEER WITH WHOM WE WORK 

MOST CLOSELY ON 2222 ISSUES AND HE EXPRESSED HIS 

CONCERN THAT SUCH A DRIVE THROUGH COFFEE SHOP 

LANE WOULD CAUSE CONGESTION PROBLEMS AT THE 

INTERSECTION IN THE MORNINGS WHEN PEOPLE ARE 



TRYING TO TURN LEFT FROM JESTER BOULEVARD ON TO 

2222 OR TURN LEFT OUT OF THE DEVELOPMENT ITSELF 

DIRECTLY ON TO 2222. AND THAT PEOPLE TRYING TO GET 

INTO THE DEVELOPMENT TO GET TO THE STARBUCKS TYPE 

COFFEE SHOP WOULD BE CREATING TRAFFIC PROBLEMS IN 

QUEUEING UP ON 2222. FURTHERMORE, IT TURNS OUT THAT 

DRIVE THROUGH LANES FOR COFFEE SHOPS HAVE 

ANOTHER LITTLE NEGATIVE TRAFFIC IMPACT, WHICH IS THAT 

25 PERCENT OF THEIR BUSINESS OCCURS BETWEEN 7:00 

AND 9:00 A.M. 25%. AND SO THAT WOULD MEAN THAT IT 

WOULD HAVE A DEFINITE TRAFFIC IMPACT ON THE CANYON 

RIDGE DEVELOPMENT TO HAVE THAT DRIVE THROUGH LANE 

ASSOCIATED WITH A COFFEE SHOP THERE. DON'T GET ME 

WRONG. WE WOULD ALL LOVE TO HAVE A COFFEE SHOP 

THERE. THE ONLY ISSUE IS THE DRIVE THROUGH LANE 

ITSELF. AFTER HEARING FROM THE DEVELOPER FOR SO 

VERY LONG ABOUT HOW THEY WANTED TO HAVE A 

STARBUCKS THERE, I DECIDED TO DO A LITTLE HOMEWORK, 

I WENT TO THE STARBUCKS WEBSITE AND I LOOKED AT THE 

MAP ON THEIR WEBSITE OF WHERE THE STARBUCKS ARE 

LOCATED IN AUSTIN. AND IT TURNS OUT THAT THERE ARE 

ONLY EIGHT DRIVE THROUGHS WITHIN 20 MILES OF 

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN OUT OF 46 STARBUCKS. AND ALL THOSE 

DRIVE THROUGHS OCCUR EITHER AT MAJOR 

INTERSECTIONS SUCH AS -- I HAVE THE LIST RIGHT HERE. I 

BELIEVE PLACES LIKE PARMER AND METRIC, SLAUGHTER 

NEAR ESCARPMENT, WHICH IS THE NEWEST ONE, PARMER 

AND MCNEIL. OR THEY OCCUR RIGHT NEXT TO FREEWAYS 

SUCH AS MOPAC OR I-35. SO IT ISN'T EVEN -- IT DIDN'T EVEN 

SEEM LIKELY TO ME THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD LOCATION 

FOR A DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS. SO THEN I DECIDED TO 

ASK STARBUCKS, SO I CALLED STARBUCKS CORPORATION 

AND THEY PUT ME IN TOUCH WITH THE PERSON WHO 

WORKS FOR STARBUCKS WHO LOCATES STARBUCKS IN THE 

AUSTIN AREA. THAT GENTLEMAN IS LOCATED IN DALLAS. 

AND I ASKED HIM SPECIFICALLY -- THIS WAS ABOUT SIX 

WEEKS AGO. I ASKED HIM WHETHER OR NOT STARBUCKS 

WAS INDEED IN NEGOTIATION WATER AND WASTEWATER 

CHAMPION PARTNERS TO PUT A STARBUCKS AT THE 

LOCATION OF JESTER BOULEVARD AND 2222, AND I WAS 

ASSURED BY THIS PERSON THAT NOT ONLY HAD THEY 

NEVER HEARD OF CHAMPION PARTNERS, THERE HAD BEEN 



NO MOVEMENT TOWARD STARBUCKS -- SHOWING THE 

INTEREST IN HAVING A DEVELOPMENT OF CANYON RIDGE 

HAVE A DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS. AND THEY DID SAY 

THAT MOST OF THE NEW STARBUCKS WILL HAVE DRIVE 

THROUGHS, BUT THEY WERE VERY CLEAR THAT THAT IS NOT 

THE KIND OF LOCATION THEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SUCH A 

DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS COFFEE SHOP. IN FACT, THE 

GENTLEMAN IS VERY FAMILIAR WITH 2222 AND JESTER 

BOULEVARD AND HE SPECIFICALLY SAID, IT'S ON THE 

WRONG SIDE OF THE STREET. IF WE WERE GOING TO PUT A 

DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS ON 2222, IT WOULD BE ON THE 

SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET. WE DON'T WANT PEOPLE 

HAVING TO TURN LEFT INTO A SHOPPING CENTER AND THEN 

TURNING BACK LEFT OUT AGAIN ON TO 2222. HE SAID THAT 

ISN'T WHERE STARBUCKS WOULD WANT TO PUT THAT 

LOCATION. AND IN FACT, HE WENT ON TO TELL ME THAT 

THEY ARE LOOKING AT OTHER LOCATIONS FOR STARBUCKS 

ALONG THE 2222 CORRIDOR AND THEY HAVE NO INTEREST 

IN PUTTING A DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS OR ANY 

STARBUCKS AT JESTER AND 2222. SO WE SPENT ALL THIS 

TIME, EIGHT MONTHS TALKING WITH THE DEVELOPER ABOUT 

A DRIVE THROUGH STARBUCKS AND APPARENTLY THE 

DEVELOPER WAS UNWILLING TO SPEND THE 15 MINUTES I 

SPENT TO TALK TO STARBUCKS AND SEE IF THEY WERE 

INTERESTED IN BEING THERE. IT WOULDN'T HAVE TAKEN 

MUCH FOR THEM TO DETERMINE THAT, I WOULD LIKE TO 

PROPOSE. THE DRIVE THROUGH LANE IS OUR GAS STATION 

GAS TANK PROBLEM, THE VERY SAME THAT JOHN MORRIS 

WAS TALKING ABOUT FROM THE 1991 P.U.D. IT'S A PROBLEM 

THE DEVELOPER HAS SAID THAT THEY WANT IT BECAUSE IT 

WOULD BE VERY LUCRATIVE AND IT WOULD DRAW OTHER 

TENANTS TO THE AREA. AS I'VE DEMONSTRATED, IT'S NOT 

REALLY CLEAR THAT STARBUCKS WOULD DO IT ANYWAY, SO 

WHAT WE SEE HERE IS AN UNWILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF 

THE DEVELOPER TO REALLY COMPROMISE WITH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD ON SOMETHING THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT 

TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, VERY MEANINGFUL TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT, AND SOMETHING THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN 

ASSURED IN THE ORIGINAL P.U.D. SO WHAT WE HAVE HERE 

IS A P.U.D. THAT IT MAY NOT BE PERFECT BECAUSE IT'S 15 

YEARS OLD, BUT IT IS A P.U.D. THAT WAS ARRIVED AT 

THROUGH A LOT OF LONG NEGOTIATIONS. AND 



DISESPECIALLY BOWLING IT TO ALLOW THIS PARTICULAR 

DEVELOPMENT TO TAKE PLACE IS NOT NECESSARILY AN 

UPGRADE TO THE P.U.D. THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS THAT -

- YOU HAVE 13 VARIANCES, WAIVERS AND AMENDMENTS 

BEFORE YOU, AND THERE'S NOT A SINGLE ONE OF THOSE 

THAT IS A BENEFIT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR IN MY 

OPINION AN IMPROVEMENT TO THE P.U.D. THEY MAY BE OF 

TREMENDOUS IMPORT TO THE DEVELOPER, BUT THEY'RE 

NOT AN IMPROVEMENT TO THE P.U.D. AND MY 

UNDERSTANDING IS THAT WAS THE WHOLE THING ABOUT 

PUDS IS THAT ONCE THEY WERE ESTABLISHED YOU COULD 

ONLY MAKE CHANGES TO THEM IF THEY ENDED UP BEING 

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE P.U.D. WHAT WE HAVE 

EXPERIENCED IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS IN MEETING WITH 

THE DEVELOPER AND HIS AGENTS IS THAT WHENEVER WE 

GO TO PUBLIC HEARINGS WE FIND OUR ISSUES TRIVIALIZED, 

ALWAYS ONLY A DRIVE THROUGH LANE IS NOT A BIG DEAL. 

WE'VE HEARD THAT AT EVERY ZAP MEETING WE'VE BEEN TO. 

WE FELT MARGINALIZED AND TRIVIALIZED. WE HAVE TRIED 

REPEATEDLY TO PUT TOGETHER A DEAL WITH THESE 

DEVELOPERS AND THEIR AGENTS AND INSTEAD WE HAVE 

FOUND THAT THEY USED A VEHICLE, WHICH WAS THE OLD 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT, WHICH WOULD NOT BE ENFORCED 

BY THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND OFFERED NO PROTECTION 

TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AS THEY DEMONSTRATED IN THE 

VARIANCE ACTION THAT WAS TAKEN IN APRIL. IT WAS THE 

DEVELOPERS' SIDE THAT BROKE OFF NEGOTIATIONS AT 4:00 

P.M. ON MARCH 21st 21st. MR. SUTTLE CALLED MY HUSBAND 

ON THE PHONE AND SAID THE DEAL IS OFF THE TABLE. THEY 

HAVE MADE NO EFFORT SINCE THEN TO RENEW 

NEGOTIATIONS. THE ONLY ATTEMPTS AS FURTHER 

NEGOTIATIONS SINCE MARCH 21st HAVE BEEN ON BEHALF 

OF 2222 CONA. WE ARE THE ONLY ONES WHO HAVE DONE 

ANYTHING. WE REQUESTED THE MEETING, WHICH WAS HELD 

LAST WEEK, AND THEN WE SENT THEM ON TUESDAY AN E-

MAIL OUTLINING A VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD DEAL SCHLD 

HAVE WRAPPED THE WHOLE THING UP AND THEY DIDN'T 

EVEN HAVE THE COURTESY TO RESPOND TO THAT. SO I 

THINK IT'S KIND OF SELF-SERVING FOR MR. SUTTLE TO 

STAND HERE TONIGHT AND SAY THEY'RE WORKING WITH 

THE NEIGHBORS. EIGHT AND A HALF WEEKS WENT BY 

WITHOUT ANYTHING FORTHCOMING FROM THE DEVELOPER 



OR HIS AGENTS. AND ON AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED, WE'VE 

DONE ALL THE DUE DILIGENCE WE COULD HAVE DONE, 

WE'VE REACHED OUT AS MUCH AS WE COULD. RMENTD IF 

WE CAN'T GET AN OFFER UNTIL 10 MINUTES BEFORE 4:00 

FOR A HILL COUNTRY HEARING, THAT'S NOT PARTICULARLY 

ACTING IN GOOD FAITH. WE'RE WORKING WITH BUILDERS 

WHOSE MODEL IS TO BUILD A PROPERTY AND SELL IT 

IMMEDIATELY. THEIR WEBSITE TALKS ABOUT THAT THEY ARE 

OPPORTUNISTIC INVESTORS AND THEY -- THEY ADHERE TO 

AN ACTIVE BUY SELL PHILOSOPHY AND THEY TALK ABOUT 

HARVESTING THEIR INVESTMENTS IN A VERY SHORT PERIOD 

OF TIME. THESE ARE NOT PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO HAVE 

A LONG-TERM INTEREST IN THE 2222 CORRIDOR. THEY ARE 

NOT PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO HAVE A LONG-TERM 

RELATIONSHIP WITH CANYON RIDGE. THEY ARE PEOPLE 

WHOSE INTEREST IS THE BOTTOM LINE AND THAT'S OKAY. 

AT SOME POINT THERE HAS TO BE SOME CONSIDERATION 

TO THOSE OF US WHO WILL BE LIVING HERE THE NEXT 20 

YEARS AND THE AFTERMATH OF WHAT THEY HAVE ASKED 

FOR AND BEEN GRANTED IN TERMS OF THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

SO WHILE THEY'RE DOING THEIR HIT AND RUN NUMBER, THE 

REST OF US ARE GOING TO HAVE TO BE HERE AND TO BE 

HARVESTED, I SUPPOSE. I FELT LIKE A LAMB LED TO 

SLAUGHTER. I DIDN'T REALIZE HOW EFFECTIVE THAT 

ANALOGY WAS UNTIL I READ THIS HARVESTING THING ON 

THEIR WEBSITE. SO IN ALL REASONABLENESS, I THINK THAT 

THE 2222 CONA GROUP HAS DONE ALL WE COULD POSSIBLY 

HAVE DONE. WE'VE MADE OVERTURES, WE'VE GIVEN THEM 

VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD THINGS THAT WE WANT FROM 

THEM. SO ALL WE CAN ASK YOU TO DO TONIGHT IS TO 

PLEASE TURN DOWN THIS REQUEST BEFORE YOU FOR 

THESE P.U.D. AMENDMENTS. AND SEND EVERYBODY BACK 

TO THE DRAWING BOARD WITH A COMPLETELY FRESH 

SLATE. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: OUR NEXT SPEAKER IS PHIL COLEMAN. GIVEN 

UP ON PHIL. OKAY. GOT A HANDFUL OF FOLKS WHO SIGNED 

UP INDEPENDENT OF THE ORGANIZED SPEAKERS WHO 

WANTED TO SPEAK. LET'S SEE, HOW ABOUT JOYCE CO-

ANYTHINGSBURG? -- KOENIGSBURG. WELCOME. YOU WILL 

BE FOLLOWED BY LISA SOLOMON.  

GOOD EVENING, MY NAME IS CHOICE KOENIGSBURG. THANK 



YOU FOR ALLOWING ME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO 

YOU TODAY. WITH JUST A FEW MINUTES I'D LIKE TO MAKE 

JUST THREE POINTS, SHARE THEM WITH YOU. THE FIRST 

POINT IS THAT WHEN MY HUSBAND AND I WERE 

PURCHASING OUR HOME IN 1993, WE DID OUR DUE 

DILIGENCE. WE WENT DOWN TO CITY HALL AND WE 

ACTUALLY LOOKED UP THE ZONING RECORDS ON THIS VERY 

TRACT IN QUESTION. WE MADE OUR DECISION TO 

PURCHASE OUR HOME BASED ON THE THEN 1993 RECORDS. 

THE CURRENT DEVELOPER ALSO MUST HAVE PURCHASED 

THIS PROPERTY KNOWING WHAT EXISTING ZONING 

RESTRICTIONS WERE IN PLACE. MY SECOND POINT, MY 

HUSBAND AND I ARE NOT OPPOSED TO DEVELOPMENT OR 

GROWTH OR CHANGE. IN FACT, WE KNEW ONE DAY 

DEVELOPMENT WOULD OCCUR ON THIS PIECE OF LAND, BUT 

THERE'S SOMETHING TO BE SAID FOR CONSISTENCY AND 

STABILITY IN THE CITY'S ZONING ORDINANCES. THEY ARE 

ACTUALLY IN PLACE TO PROTECT OUR WONDERFUL QUALITY 

OF LIFE. AND MY THIRD POINT, WE'VE ALL HEARD THE 

RHETORIC WHY NOT ADD HEIGHT OR NOISE OR SPACE OR 

ANOTHER ROADWAY, ETCETERA. THE EFFECTS ARE 

MINIMAL. PERHAPS WE SHOULD BE CITING ISSUES BASED ON 

WHY. WHY ADD HEIGHT OR NOISE OR TRAFFIC OR ANOTHER 

ROADWAY, ETCETERA. WHAT IS CURRENTLY PREVENTING 

THE DEVELOPER FROM FOLLOWING THE EXISTING 

ORDINANCES? WHAT IS IT THAT PREVENTS THEM FROM 

WORKING WITHIN THE EXISTING ORDINANCES TO BUILD A 

BEAUTIFUL AND PROFITABLE COMMERCIAL CENTER FOR 

TENANTS, RESIDENTS AND CUSTOMERS FOR THE GOOD OF 

ANYONE INVOLVED. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME TODAY. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. LINDA SOLOMON. WELCOME. AND IS 

EARL ROUGHLY RUSSELL HERE. YOU WILL HAVE UP TO SIX 

MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

GOOD EVENING, EVERYONE. MY NAME IS LINDA SOLOMON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE WESTMINSTER GLEN HOMEOWNERS 

ASSOCIATION WHICH IS LOCATED OFF OF CITY PARK ROAD 

DIRECTLY ADJOINING 2222. I HAVE BEEN TO 

DAVENPORTVILLE VILLAGE. I WAS THERE THIS MORNING. I'VE 

SHOPPED THERE. THIS IS NO DAVENPORT VILLAGE. WHEN 

YOU TAKE A LOOK AT LIMITED VERSUS GENERAL ON THE 



RESTAURANTS, I HEAR FROM MY RESIDENTS OFTEN, THEY 

WANT MORE SERVICES ON 2222, AND BASED ON WHAT I'VE 

SEEN RUNNING THROUGH ZAP, THEY'RE GOING TO GET IT, 

BUT ARE THEY GOING TO GET WHAT THEY REALLY WANT OR 

ARE THEY GOING TO GET THE QUICKEST, CHEAPEST TURN 

TURNAROUND OF WHAT CAN GET A BUCK? YOU GUYS HAVE 

AN OPPORTUNITY HERE TO MAKE THAT CORRIDOR 

SOMETHING YOU, MAYOR WYNN, CAN BE PROUD OF WHEN 

YOU SELL THIS CITY, DO YOU SAY LOOK AT ALL OUR FAST 

FOOD JOINTS THAT HOUSTON HAS AND DALLAS HAS AND 

BIRMINGHAM HAS OR DO YOU DO SOMETHING A LITTLE 

MORE UNIQUE? DO YOU TALK ABOUT THE CULTURE OF 

AUSTIN, ABOUT THE PEOPLE AND THE MUSIC? HOW ABOUT 

THE BEAUTY OF THE HILL COUNTRY? TAKE A DRIVE DOWN 

2222 AND LOOK AT IT AS AN ASSET AND PROTECT IT 

FIERCELY. THOSE OF US WHO LIVE OUT THERE 

UNDERSTAND IT. AND IF YOU DON'T LIVE OUT THERE, I HOPE 

YOU WOULD TAKE A DRIVE AND REALIZE THAT THAT'S 

SOMETHING YOU CAN SELL. BASED ON WHAT I'VE HEARD 

RECENTLY, AUSTIN IS SUPPOSED TO BE ONE OF THE TOP 

THREE FASTEST GROWING CITIES OVER THE NEXT DECADE, 

IS THAT CORRECT? WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE DO YOU WANT 

TO ATTRACT? PEOPLE WHO GO TO GENERAL, PEOPLE WHO 

WANT BEAUTY? COMPANIES WHO WANT TO HAVE A QUALITY 

OF LIFE, A PLACE TO RECRUIT, SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

FROM THE SNOW BELT? THERE'S A LOT OF STUFF YOU HAVE 

TO WORK WITH HERE. SO LET'S NOT MAKE 2222 APARTMENT 

AND STRIP MALLVILLE WITH NEON SIGNS, FAST FOOD 

NATIONAL DRIVE THROUGH AND TANNING SALONS. WE CAN 

DO BETTER. MY RESIDENTS WANT BETTER. I WANT BETTER. 

YOU'VE HEARD ABOUT TRAFFIC, YOU'VE HEARD ABOUT 

SAFETY. I'VE SPOKEN IN FRONT OF YOU GUYS BEFORE. BUT 

I'M ASKING YOU GUYS, LET'S USE THE HILL COUNTRY 

ROADWAY, LET'S BUILD SOMETHING WE CAN USE THAT WE 

CAN BE PROUD OF, LET'S GIVE THE RESIDENTS WHO LIVE 

THERE THE RESTAURANTS THAT THEY WANT TO GO TO, NOT 

THE FAST FOOD DRIVE THROUGH THAT IS THE QUICKEST 

BUCK. PLEASE LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, 

THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE TO SEE THIS AND LIVE WITH IT 

EVERYDAY. AND GIVE US SOMETHING OF VALUE. THANK 

YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  



Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, LINDA. NEXT SPEAKER IS BOB 

RICHARDSON. BOB RICHARDSON, WELCOME. FOLLOWING 

BOB WILL BE IT LOOKS LIKE M. LASSITER. WELCOME. BOB, 

YOU HAVE THREE MINUTES. YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY M. 

LASSTER.  

THANK YOU. I'M BOB RICHARD RICHARDSON AND I LIVE IN 

JESTER ESTATES ON AGAVE COVE. AND MY HOUSE IS 

EITHER THE CLOSEST HOUSE IN JESTER TO THIS PROPERTY 

OR ONE OF THE TWO OR THREE CLOSEST. AND I HAVE SOME 

NEIGHBORS HERE WHO ALSO LIVE ON AGAVE COVE WITH ME 

AND OVERLOOK THIS AREA. AND ONE THING THAT -- I THINK 

EVERYTHING HAS BEEN COVERED REAL WELL BY 

EVERYBODY ELSE EXCEPT ONE THING THAT -- PLEASE DON'T 

MAKE ME LISTEN TO WAYLON JENNINGS FOR 24 HOURS A 

DAY WHEN THEY HAVE 85-DECIBEL LOUD SPEAKERS GOING 

OFF WITH MUSIC DOWN THERE AT THEIR RESTAURANTS.  

Mayor Wynn: HAVE YOU GOT A PROBLEM WITH WAYLON 

JENNINGS!!?? [ LAUGHTER ]  

I LOVE WAYLON, BUT NOT FOR 18 HOURS A DAY.  

Mayor Wynn: WE NEITHER.  

I'M TOLD BY AUDIOLOGISTS THAT MUCH -- THAT LOUDNESS 

CAN CAUSE YOU TO GO DEAF. ANYWAY, THAT'S ONE THING 

THAT I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU ABOUT IS THEY DO HAVE A 

PROPOSAL IN THERE TO HAVE OUTDOOR LOUD SPEAKERS 

AT THEIR RESTAURANTS, AND I CAN TELL YOU THE WAY 

THAT'S SET UP, ACROSS MY FENCE THERE'S A CLIFF, AND IT 

GOES STRAIGHT DOWN, AND THEN THERE'S A VERY STEEP 

SLOPE THAT GOES DOWN THE REST OF THE WAY. AND ANY 

MUSIC DOWN THERE AND NOISE DOWN THERE IS GOING TO 

COME STRAIGHT UP THAT CANYON WALL. AND I THINK IT 

WILL PROBABLY GO ON UP OTHER AREAS ON UP TO WINTER 

BERRY AND THE OTHER STREETS AND THE OTHER COVES 

THAT ARE NEXT TO AGAVE COVE. AND I THINK IT'S HIGHLY 

UNNECESSARY TO HAVE OUTDOOR LOUD SPEAKERS RIGHT 

IN BACK OF THESE NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE THAT MUSIC IS 

GOING TO BLAIR UP THERE FOR 18 HOURS A DAY, AND SO 

THAT'S ONE COMMENT I WANTED TO MAKE. THE SECOND 

ONE VERY BRIEFLY IS THE JESTER HILL IS LEGENDARY IN 



AUSTIN. EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT WHEN YOU GO TO 

JESTER BOULEVARD, THAT'S A STEEP HILL. AND MOUNTAIN 

CLIMBERS GO OUT THERE, WE SEE BACKPACKERS ALL THE 

TIME PRACTICING OUT THERE TO GO TO THE ROCKIES AND 

CLIMB MOUNTAINS. WELL, WHEN YOU'RE COMING DOWN 

GOING TO WORK IN THE MORNING AND MAYBE YOU'RE 

RUNNING LATE, WHICH HAPPENS TO PEOPLE, AND YOU GET 

TWO CURB CUTS OF PEOPLE TRYING TO GET INTO 

WHATEVER THEY'RE GOING TO BUILD THERE IN THE 

MORNING, AND PEOPLE TRYING TO GET OUT OF THE SAME 

PLACE AND THEN YOU'VE GOT A RED LIGHT AT 2222, I CAN 

GUARANTEE YOU THAT WE'RE GOING TO WIND UP WITH 

SOME VERY SERIOUS TRAFFIC COLLISIONS AS A RESULT OF 

THAT SITUATION. AND THOSE ARE TWOT COMMENTS I 

WANTED TO MAKE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

COURTESIES AND ATTENTION. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. THIS JUST SAYS M. LASSTER. M. 

LASSITER SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, ALSO IN 

OPPOSITION. HELLO, WELCOME.  

I'M MARCELENE LASSITER.  

Mayor Wynn: IS JEAN GRAVES HERE? YOU WILL HAVE UP TO 

SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

IS THE DIAGRAM UP? I'M THE CITY PARK NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBER ON CONA -- 2222 CONA. 

INDICT GRAHAM THAT YOU'RE LOOKING AT -- THE DIAGRAM 

THAT YOU'RE LOOKING AT COMES FROM THE 1990 TIA FOR 

CANYON RIDGE. AND IF YOU'LL SEE THAT YELLOW LINE, IT 

SAYS CITY PARK ROAD. THAT IS THE ROAD OF COURSE THAT 

WE USE. BUT FIRST OF ALL LOOK AT THE DIAGRAM. THIS IS 

WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE FOR THE CANYON RIDGE 

DEVELOPMENT, AND THIS SHOWS AN ACCESS DRIVEWAY, 

NOT 2222. IT'S AN ACCESS DRIVEWAY THAT WOULD GO 

WHERE THE CHAMPION PROPERTIES, THE TRACT 1-C IS AND 

IT WOULD GO ACROSS JESTER AND THEN WHERE YOU SEE 

THE LITTLE DOORKNOB THING, THAT WOULD BE WHERE 

CANYON RIDGE IS. ALSO YOU'LL SEE THAT BELL MOUNTAIN 

DRIVE GOES ALL THE WAY ACROSS AND JESTER 

BOULEVARD GOES ALL THE WAY ACROSS, AND AT ONE TIME 

THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO HOOK UP WITH CITY PARK 



ROADWAY UP THE HILL. NONE OF THAT HAS HAPPENED. SO 

THIS EXTRA ACCESS ROAD WOULD HAVE BEEN GOOD FOR 

THE KIND OF DEVELOPMENT THAT THEY PROPOSED BACK 

THEN, BUT THESE IMPROVEMENTS NEVER HAPPENED. THE 

OTHER POINT I WANT TO MAKE TO YOU ABOUT THE FAST 

FOOD AND THE DRIVE THROUGH, I DON'T KNOW IF YOU'RE 

AWARE OF HOW MUCH TRAFFIC THERE IS FROM CITY PARK, 

THAT'S EMMA LONG METROPOLITAN PARK. THEY ARE FULL 

ON THE WEEKENDS. YOU HAVE CARS, YOU HAVE BOATS, 

YOU HAVE TRAILERS, JET SKIS. THERE IS NO OTHER FAST 

FOOD IN OUR AREA. WE ARE TALKING THOUSANDS OF TRIPS 

A DAY IF THERE IS FAST FOOD DRIVE THROUGHS ANYWHERE 

IN THIS AREA, AND IF FOR NO OTHER REASON, PLEASE DENY 

THE DRIVE THROUGHS AND THE FAST FOOD, THEIR 

REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT, ON THAT BASIS ALONE. 

THERE'S ONE OTHER THING I WANT TO MENTION TO YOU 

BECAUSE WE KEEP COMING TO YOU WITH THIS SAME 

PROBLEM. WE ARE DEALING WITH OLD TIA'S. THIS ONE IS A 

1990 TO 1991 ONE. ON THE CHAMPION TRACTS WE'RE 

DEALING WITH TIA'S THAT WERE DEVELOPED IN THE EARLY 

1990'S AND DISCUSSED AGAIN IN 1999. IF YOU WOULD 

PLEASE IMPROVE YOUR PROCESS SO THAT WHEN SOMEONE 

WAITS THIS LONG TO DEVELOP THEIR PROPERTY THAT THEY 

HAVE TO UPDATE THEIR TIA'S SO WE'RE DEALING WITH 

CURRENT INFORMATION. THIS IS A RIDICULOUS EXAMPLE. 

NONE OF THESE ASSUMPTIONS IN THAT TIA ON WHICH THE 

P.U.D. WAS GRANTED HAVE OCCURRED. THANK YOU. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. THE FOLLOWING FOLKS HAVE 

SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, ALSO IN OPPOSITION. 

PAULA BAIRD, RICHARD FLOYD, JAMIE HATCH, SHERRI 

(INDISCERNIBLE). PAT (INDISCERNIBLE). MONA METTY 

SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, IN OPPOSITION. 

COUNCIL, THOSE ARE ALL OF OUR CITIZENS WHO HAVE 

SIGNED UP ON THIS PUBLIC HEARING, SO MR. SUTTLE AS 

THE AGENT YOU NOW HAVE A ONE-TIME THREE-MINUTE 

REBUTTAL.  

I CAN SPEED THROUGH IT IN THREE MINUTES. I HAD HOPED 

THIS WASN'T GOING TO GET DISAGREEABLE BECAUSE UP 

UNTIL NOW WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO DISAGREE WITHOUT BEING 

DISAGREEABLE; HOWEVER, A LOT OF THINGS THAT WERE 



SAID ARE JUST NOT SO TONIGHT. FOR ONE THING, NOTHING 

IN WRITING OR NO PROPOSALS IN WRITING OR NO DRAFTS. 

THIS IS JUST A STACK OF PART OF THE TRANSMITTALS 

GOING BACK AND FORTH FROM THE DRAFT COVENANTS. 

WHAT YOU'RE HEARING TONIGHT IS A SMOKE SCREEN, AND 

AGAIN WE'RE NARROWING IT DOWN TO ONE OR TWO ISSUES, 

BUT YOU'RE HEARING A SMOKE SCREEN. YOU HEARD ONE 

GENTLEMAN TALK ABOUT HOW HARD THE OLD P.U.D. WAS 

NEGOTIATED. THE OLD P.U.D. HAD A DOCUMENT TO IT THAT 

INVOLVED A COVENANT THAT ALLOWS FOR CHANGES AND 

VARIANCES WHICH IS THE EXACT PROCESS WE WENT 

THROUGH AND WE HAVE A LETTER FROM THE 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE OF THE CANYON 

RIDGE ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE SUPPORTING 

ALL OF THE CHANGES THAT WE'VE ASKED FOR, AND THAT IS 

CONSISTENT WITH BOTH YOUR ZAP, YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 

BOARD AND YOUR STAFF. ANOTHER SMOKE SCREEN IS THE 

COMPLAINT ABOUT, WELL, THIS ISN'T TRUE MIXED USE 

BECAUSE THE RESIDENTIAL ISN'T CONNECTED IN ANY WAY 

WITH THIS PROCESS. WELL, THAT'S RIGHT. IT'S SEPARATED 

BY BCP LAND AND CONSERVATION LANDS, WHICH WE ALL 

KNOW YOU CAN'T CONNECT THROUGH. IF WE COULD, WE 

WOULD DO THAT, BUT YOU CAN'T. THEY TALK ABOUT THE 

CHANGE IN TYPES OF RESTAURANTS. WE'RE NOT TALKING 

ABOUT CHANGING THE TYPES OF RESTAURANTS TONIGHT. 

THEY'RE TALK BEING DON'T DO FAST FOOD. FAST FOOD IS 

ALLOWED UNDER THE CURRENT P.U.D. WHAT WE HAD 

ASKED FOR IS BECAUSE OF THE TECHNICAL ISSUE A COFFEE 

SHOP IS A FOOFT FOOD RESTAURANT UNDER YOUR CODE 

AND WE'VE ASKED FOR A SINGLE DRIVE THROUGH FOR A 

COFFEE SHOP ONLY. AND THE GENTLEMAN THAT TALKED 

ABOUT THE OUTDOOR MUSIC, WE'RE NOT ASKING FOR 

OUTDOOR MUSIC AND SPECIFICALLY SAY WE DON'T WANT 

TO DO THAT. THOSE ARE THE TOP FIVE THINGS THAT ARE 

JUST INCONSISTENCIES WITH WHAT YOU'VE HEARD 

TONIGHT. WHAT HAS REALLY HAPPENED IN THIS PROCESS IS 

THAT THE DEVELOPER, THE AWARD WINNING DEVELOPER 

BY THE WAY, FOR MANY PROJECTS, IS JUST WORN OUT ON 

THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS. WE HAVE A SITE PLAN HERE 

TONIGHT, THE PROPOSED SITE PLAN. WE'VE GOT 

ARCHITECTURAL RENDERINGS THAT WOULD SHOW THIS IS 

VERY SIMILAR TO DAVENPORT VILLAGE EXCEPT THAT THIS 



ONE ACTUALLY HAS STRUCTURED PARKING, WHICH WAS 

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WAS ASKED FOR ALONG THE 

WAY. IT IS A MIXED USE PROJECT. IT'S GOT MULTI-STORY 

RETAIL, IT'S GOT -- WE'RE ASKING TO ADD MORE REST ARE 

YOU NOT TO IT, BUT NOT ANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF 

RESTAURANTS THAN ARE ALREADY THERE. THIS 

DEVELOPER IS WORN OUT BECAUSE WE HAVE LETTERS OF 

SUPPORT FROM THE JESTER HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

WHEN WE STARTED THIS PROCESS OUT, AND AS PEOPLE 

GOT INVOLVED, THE SUPPORT WAS ERODED AND NOW 

THEY'RE NOT IN SUPPORT, BUT THAT'S BECAUSE THAT 

EVERY TIME WE SAT DOWN, NEW ISSUES CAME OVER THE 

BOW. AND AFTER EIGHT MONTHS, MY CLIENT JUST FINALLY 

SAID I'M WORN OUT. LET'S HAVE A HEARING ON THESE 

ISSUES. SO WE STARTED THE HEARING PROCESS AND THE 

CITY STAFF WAS IN SUPPORT. THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

WADED THROUGH ALL THE ISSUESMENT THEY WERE IN 

SUPPORT. THE ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION WADED 

THROUGH ALL THE ISSUES AND THEY'RE IN SUPPORT. AND 

WHAT WE'RE ASKING TONIGHT FOR YOU IS TO WADE 

THROUGH THOSE ISSUES AS WELL, AND WE'RE HOPING 

THAT YOU'LL BACK YOUR STAFF, YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 

BOARD AND ZAP. IF THE ISSUE TO YOU IS THE DRIVEWAY, 

IT'S AN IMPORTANT ISSUE TO MY CLIENT, BUT IF THAT IS THE 

ISSUE, THEN PUT CONDITIONS ON IT, TAKE IT OUT, BUT 

PLEASE DON'T THROW THE REST OF ALL THE HARD WORK 

OF THE STAFF AND THE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OUT 

THE WINDOW. THANK YOU AND I'D BE HAPPY TO ANSWER 

ANY QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. SUTTLE. COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN AND THEN DUNKERLEY.  

McCracken: FIRST A QUESTION FOR MR. SUTTLE. DID YOUR 

CLIENT DEVELOP ADDISON TOWN CENTER ALSO?  

YES.  

McCracken: AND SOME OF THESE ARE PROBABLY GOING TO 

BE GEARED MORE TOWARDS STAFF BECAUSE I HAVE SOME 

CONCERNS ABOUT SOME OF THE RESTRICTIONS THAT -- 

SOME OF THE CONDITIONS THAT STAFF HAS PLACED ON 

WHICH THERE ARE MANY CONDITIONS, AND SOME OF THEM 



VIOLATE OUR PLANNING DOCUMENTS AND ACTUAL COUNCIL 

APPROVED ITEMS. AND I WANT TO LEARN ABOUT THEM. THE 

FIRST IS -- I WANT TO SEE A RENDERING FOR THE SITE PLAN.  

DOES THAT WORK, COUNCILMEMBER?  

McCracken: THAT'S PRETTY GOOD. THIS IS SOMETHING THAT 

I'VE TALKED WITH YOU, RICHARD, AND ALSO WITH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD REPRESENTATIVES, AND IT APPEARS THAT 

IT'S A CITY REQUIREMENT TO REALLY KIND OF DAMAGE THE 

PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED NATURE OF THIS DEVELOPMENT BY 

PUTTING A PARKING LOT AND BREAKING AND CREATING A 

SUBURBAN CONTEXT AS OPPOSED TO A PEDESTRIAN 

ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT. AND SO CAN YOU DESCRIBE HOW 

THAT -- THE THINKING OF PUTTING A PARKING GARAGE 

RIGHT THERE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT? IT 

APPEARS FROM THE BACKUP THAT THAT WAS SOMETHING 

REQUIRED BY THE CITY OR SUGGESTED BY THE CITY.  

ACTUALLY, THIS STRUCTURE RIGHT HERE IS A PARKING 

STRUCTURE. ORIGINALLY WE HAD PROPOSED NO PARKING 

STRUCTURE, BUT SURFACE PARKING. FOR INSTANCE, AT 

THE DAVENPORT VILLAGE IT'S ALL SURFACE PARKING. ONE 

OF THE THINGS IN TALKING WITH THE CITY ABOUT THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUPPORT WAS WE COULD ELIMINATE 

SOME OF THE CUT AND FILL AND SOME OF THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER ON SLOPES BY PROVIDING A STRUCTURE. SO WHAT 

IT DID, IT SHRUNK DOWN THE SURFACE. AND WHAT WE 

WANTED TO DO WAS GET THE BULK OF THE PARKING IN 

BETWEEN THE DISTANCE OF THE FOUR BUILDINGS. THAT'S 

KIND OF HOW THAT WENT INTO. ALSO TOPOGRAPHY IS SUCH 

THAT THAT KIND OF DICTATED WHERE IT NEEDED TO BE SO 

WE COULD TUCK IT IN. WE'VE ACTUALLY ASKED FOR AND 

HAVE RECEIVED A RECOMMENDATION TO DECREASE THE 

NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES, BASICALLY TAKING IN THE 

MIXED USE ACCOUNT. SO WHAT YOU SEE HERE ISN'T EVEN 

WHAT YOU WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO SHOW IF YOU TOOK 

EACH INDIVIDUAL USE. SO IT WAS A COMPLICATED BALANCE 

--  

McCracken: I DON'T OBJECT TO THAT PART. I THINK THE 

SHARED PARKING ARRANGEMENT IS ONE OF THE BEST 

PARTS OF THE PROJECT. I'M LOOKING AT OUR PLANNING 



DOCUMENTS AND I'M GLAD SHE REMIND MEDICINE, BUT WE 

HAVE A CITY FUNDED PLANNING EFFORT, 2222 PLAN. IN 

MANY RESPECTS THIS PROPOSAL IS VERY CLOSE TO 

MEETING CITY PLANNING DOCUMENTS, BUT IT'S OFF ON A 

COUPLE OF CRITICAL ONES AND I DO THINK IT IS IMPORTANT 

THAT WE ADHERE TO THE CITY PLANNING DOCUMENTS THAT 

THE TAXPAYERS PAID FOR. ONE OF THESE IS THAT IT CALLS 

FOR ENCOURAGING -- IT SEEMED LIKE THE MAYOR ALSO IS 

NOTED AS DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT LAND USE PATTERNS, 

WHICH PRODUCES THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF TRIPS PER 

DAY. AND TO HAVE MIXES OF USES AND THEN STREET 

BLOCK PATTERN. I'M READING THE 2222 PLAN RIGHT NOW. 

AND THEN WALKABLE STREET SCAPES. AND THEN HIDING 

THE PARKING AND THEN MIXES OF USES, WIDE SIDEWALKS, 

HIDDEN PARKING STREET SCAPES AND BLOCKING STREET 

PATTERN AND DIFFERENT DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS THAT 

WE'VE SEEN IN THE SUBURBAN CONTEXT, WHICH IS REALLY 

A CULPRIT IN WHERE THE TRAFFIC IS SO BAD. I PERCEIVE 

WE'RE ALL CLOSE IN AN AGREEMENT ON SOMETHING 

DIFFERENT IN THIS AREA, SO WE NEED TO MAKE SURE WE 

GET IT RIGHT, BECAUSE IT'S A GOOD MODEL OF HOW TO GET 

IT RIGHT AND GET THE 2222 PLAN IMPLEMENTED. THE OTHER 

THING I'VE NOTICED IS THAT THERE'S -- THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION IS FOR FIVE-FOOT WIDE SIDEWALKS ON 

THE MAIN STREET. AND THAT'S WHAT OUR BACKUP 

MATERIAL SAYS. IT SAYS IT'S ON PAGE 3 OF THE BACKUP 

MATERIAL AND IT SPEAKS TO THE APPLICANT WILL 

CONSTRUCT A MINIMUM FIVE FOOT WIDE SIDEWALKS ALONG 

THE MAIN STREET. BUT THEN THE CONDITION IS THAT WE'LL 

COUNT THE SIDEWALKS AGAINST IMPERVIOUS COVER. 

THAT'S ONE OF THE REASONS WE DON'T GET SIDEWALKS 

RIGHT. AND IN FACT, THE 2222 PLAN SAYS Y'ALL ARE DOING 

IMPERVIOUS SIDEWALKS, WELL, PERVIOUS SIDEWALKS, THE 

REASON YOU DO THEM IS SO YOU CAN HAVE WIDE 

SIDEWALKS IN THE INTERIM PLANNING DOCUMENT THAT THE 

MAYOR PRO TEM GOODMAN LED THE EFFORT FOR SAID 

THAT WE NEED WALKABLE PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED 

DEVELOPMENTS. SO AS A CITY WE ARE VIOLATING OUR OWN 

PLANNING DOCUMENTS AND CHARGING THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER TO PERVIOUS CONCRETE SIDEWALKS AND SAYING 

FIVE FOOT SIDEWALKS WHEN WE HAVE 24-FOOT SIDEWALKS 

ON SECOND STREET AND THE ADDISON TOWN CENTER HAS 



14-FOOT WIDE SIDEWALKS THAT CHAMPION DID. WE'RE NOT 

DOING -- WE'RE MESSING IT UP ON OUR END. AND WE NEED 

TO FIX THAT. WE NEED TO -- WE NEED TO START 

IMPLEMENTING OUR OWN PLANNING DOCUMENTS ON THAT 

REGARD. AND THEN -- TO MEET OUR OWN DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS, OUR OWN PLANNING DOCUMENTS, I DO THINK 

IT'S IMPORTANT THAT THIS DEVELOPMENT HAVE WIDER 

SIDEWALKS, THAT WE NOT CHARGE THE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

FOR PERFECT PERVIOUS SPACE AND SIDEWALKS. THAT WE 

HAVE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS. WE FIGURE OUT HOW TO 

DO IT. TO CONNECT THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND THEN WE 

ARE WORKING ON CREATING PUBLIC SPACES, SO WHEN YOU 

PUT A ONE STORY PARKING GARAGE RIGHT SMACK IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE DEVELOPMENT, YOU ARE COMPLETELY 

DAMAGING THE PEDESTRIAN NATURE OF IT. IF YOU MOVED 

IT A LITTLE BIT, YOU YOU WOULD HAVE SOMETHING VERY 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENT IN OUR COMMUNITY. I KNOW IT'S 

SOMETHING A LOT OF PEOPLE IN MY AREA OF TOWN, WHICH 

I LIF JUST ACROSS 360, I WOULD LOVE TO BE PART OF. AND I 

THINK ALSO WHEN YOU HAVE THE BLOCK STANDARDS THAT 

WE HAVE ADOCHTED ALREADY, THE DESIGN STANDARDS 

THAT ARE ADVOCATED FOR IN THE 2222 PLAN. AND SO 

THAT'S -- I GUESS GIVE ME SOME READ. I WOULD LIKE TO 

HEAR PROBABLY FROM DALE OR CAROL OR WHOEVER, I 

DON'T CARE, BUT RICHARD, ALSO FROM YOU ABOUT CAN WE 

GET THERE? WE'RE OBVIOUSLY ONLY GOING TO BE ABLE TO 

DO IT ON FIRST READING TONIGHT ANYWAY BECAUSE WE 

DON'T HAVE SEVEN AND WE HAVE A VALID PETITION.  

WE'RE ONLY SEEKING FIRST READING TONIGHT ONLY 

BECAUSE OUR THOUGHT WAS IF YOU GIVE US DIRECTION 

AND TELL US WHAT YOU THINK, THEN WE WILL GO OFF AND 

WORK WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND CONTINUE TO WORK 

WITH THEM ON THE DRAFTING OF WHATEVER THE 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS OR THE ORDINANCE THAT NEEDS 

TO BE: SO WE'RE ONLY SEEKING FIRST READING TONIGHT 

WITH DIRECTION FROM YOU. ON THE SIDEWALK ISSUE, I 

THINK THAT IF YOU WERE TO RECOMMEND THAT THE 

SIDEWALKS ARE WIDER, WE COULD STILL -- WE'LL CONTINUE 

TO USE THE PERVIOUS PAVING. WHERE WE GET IN TROUBLE 

IS IF IT STARTS COUNTING AGAINST US, THEN WE GET THE 

BALANCING ACT. >> 



McCracken: THIS COUNCIL HAS ALREADY ADOPTED A POLICY 

THAT SIDEWALKS SHOULD NOT BE COUNTED AGAINST YOUR 

IMPERVIOUS COVER, SO I AM CONCERNED WHEN WE ARE 

REQUIRING AS A CRN OF THIS THAT IT DO BE COUNTED. AS 

THIS COUNCIL SAID IT'S NOT OUR POLICY. SO WE NEED TO 

GET OUR STAFF DIRECTION IN LIGHT OF THE COUNCIL 

POLICY THAT'S ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED, ONE OF WHICH IS 

WE WANT SIDEWALKS AND PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED 

DEVELOPMENTS, YOU DON'T SAY THAT PERVIOUS 

SIDEWALKS COUNT AGAINST IMPERVIOUS COVER. AND THE 

COUNCIL SAID THAT'S NOT THE CASE AND ALSO BECAUSE IT 

PREVENTS PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT. I DON'T 

THINK THAT SHOULD BE COUNTED AGAINST IMPERVIOUS 

COVER. PETER, COULD YOU GIVE ME SOME COMMENT ON 

WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT?  

I THINK DEPENDING ON THE TRAFFIC PATTERNS OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT, WHICH I'M NOT AWARE OF RIGHT NOW, IT'S 

HARD TO SAY WHAT THE OPTIMUM WIDTH OF THE SIDEWALK, 

BUT I WOULD SUBMIT THAT GETTING PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 

TO THE ADJACENT NEIGHBORHOODS IS EQUALLY 

IMPORTANT IF NOT MORE IMPORTANT THAN GETTING WIDER 

SIDEWALKS WITHIN THE DEVELOPMENT. THE SIDEWALKS 

CAN BE SO WIDE THAT THEY'RE NOT EFFECTIVELY USED AT 

SOME POINT. AND I QUESTION WHETHER WE CAN IN THIS 

VENUE DETERMINE WHAT THAT HAPPY MEDIUM IS. BUT 

DEFINITELY WE'RE DESIROUS OF HAVING SIDEWALKS TO 

CONNECT THE NEIGHBORHOODS. AND TO MAKE THE 

DEVELOPMENT MORE PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY BY NOT 

HAVING THE DRIVE THROUGH SO THAT PEOPLE CAN GO TO A 

COFFEE SHOP WITHOUT HAVING TO FIGHT THE CARS TO GET 

THERE. I'M NOT SURE HOW STRUCTURED PARKING ENTERS 

INTO PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY. I THINK IN THE CURRENT 

THINKING, STRUCTURED PARKING IS MUCH MORE 

ADVANTAGEOUS FOR OFFICE WORKERS IN PARTICULAR 

BECAUSE THEY CAN PARK WHERE THEY'RE NOT IN THE SUN 

AND RAIN AND GET TO THE OFFICE QUICKER THAN IF 

THEY'RE IN AN OUTLYING PARKING LOT.  

McCracken:ITE OOIM NOT SAYING THAT. SECOND STREET, 

WHICH IS A GREAT EXAMPLE OF SOMETHING SUCCESSFUL. 

IF YOU HAD TAKEN AWAY HALF OF SECOND STREET AND PUT 

IN A PARKING FACILITY, YOU WOULD HAVE BLOWN UP THE 



PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED NATURE OF THE AREA. I AGREE 

WITH YOU, I THINK STRUCTURED PARKING IS VERY HELPFUL 

AT MINIMIZING THE SPANS OF PA ASPHALT. IT STILL 

MATTERS WHERE YOU PUT THE PARKING. SO MEET OUR 

OWN PLANNING DOCUMENTS IN THE 2222 PLAN, IT IS CLEAR 

TO ME THAT WE APPEAR TO HAVE INQUIRED ABOUT WHERE 

THE PARKING STRUCTURE WOULD GO, AND THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD'S GOALS AND IT GETS IN THE WAY OF 

APPLICANT WHO DID A BETTER JOB TOO. I'M FAMILIAR WITH 

WHAT THEY'VE DONE IN ADDISON AND THAT'S A HALLMARK 

DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO DO HERE IN 

AUSTIN, TOO. IF WE CAN GET OUR RULES IN SINK, WE CAN 

HAVE SOMETHING GOOD TO WORK WITH.  

STRUCTURED PARKING, THE PLACEMENT OF IT IS AN 

IMPORTANT ISSUE, NO QUESTION ABOUT THAT. MY 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE ADDISON DEVELOPMENT IS IT'S IN 

A MUCH MORE URBAN NEIGHBORHOOD AND MUCH MORE OF 

AN URBAN STYLE DEVELOPMENT. I'M NOT SURE HOW IT 

REALLY RELATES TO A DEVELOPMENT LIKE THIS, WHICH IS 

GOING FROM -- ON A PIECE OF PROPERTY GOING FROM 

RURAL TO SUBURBAN IN ONE BIG STEP.  

McCracken: YOU KNOW, IT WAS NEXT TO A FREEWAY AND IT 

WAS A SURFACE PARKING LOT AS CONVERTED. BUT I 

AGREE, IT DEFINITELY IS MORE INTENSE, BUT THE FORM OF -

- I'M JUST SAYING THAT THE FORM OF IT IS SIMILAR TO WHAT 

THE 2222 PLAN CALLS FOR. JUST AT A LOWER SCALE.  

COUNCILMEMBER, ONE OF THE POLICIES THAT WE WERE 

TRYING TO MEET, AND I THINK SOME OF THE PEOPLE ON 

2222 WOULD AGREE IS YOU WANTED TO HAVE AS LITTLE 

PARKING OUT ON 2222 AS YOU CAN. THE WAY THIS TRACT 

WORKS, AND I DON'T KNOW IF YOU CAN SEE IT UP THERE. IS 

IT BACK ON THE SCREEN? THIS SITE COMES THIS WAY AND 

THEN REALLY STARTS GOING UP AT A STEEP ANGLE 

TOWARDS THE NEIGHBORHOOD. WHAT THE GOAL HERE WAS 

TO TRY TO TUCK EVERYTHING IN. AND THAT'S ONE OF THE 

REASONS FOR THE CUT AND FILL VARIANCE IS TO TUCK IT 

INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL, ALLEVIATE ANY OF THE VISUAL, 

AND THEN HIDE THE PARKING FROM 2222. AND YET, PUT IT IN 

A CENTRAL LOCATION TO WHAT YOU CAN'T SEE PROBABLY 

BECAUSE IT'S TOO SMALL IS ALL OF THESE BUILDINGS ARE 



CONNECTED WITH CROSS WALKS AND TRAFFIC CIRCLES 

HERE THAT LINE UP ON ALTHOUGH IT'S A CURVED GRID 

SYSTEM, IT'S NOT A STRAIGHT LINE BLOCK. BUT BECAUSE OF 

TOPOGRAPHY, WHAT YOU WANT TO DO HERE IS FIT IT INTO 

THE TOPOGRAPHY, SO THE IDEA WAS TO HAVE THE MAIN 

STREET GOING THROUGH HIRE, HAVE EACH BUILDING TIED 

TO EACH OTHER WITH WALKWAYS. THIS PARKING 

STRUCTURE, IT'S NOT A GARAGE THAT GOES UP. WHAT WE 

DID IS WE CUT DOWN IN FOR ONE LAYER ON THE BOTTOM 

AND THEN WE JUST WENT UP TO WHERE THE SURFACE 

LEVEL IS ESSENTIALLY AT GROUND LEVEL HERE. SO IT'S NOT 

A STRUCTURE LIKE YOU WOULD NORMALLY THINK COMING 

OUT OF THE GROUND. IT ACTUALLY TUKZ INTO THE SIDE OF 

THE DEAL. YOU ACTUALLY DRIVE IN ON TOP UP HERE AT 

GRADE.  

McCracken: RICHARD, MY CONCERN IS THAT THE PROPOSALS 

NEED TO ACHIEVE THE POLICIES. AND I'VE READ THE JESTER 

LONG CANYON POLICIES. I THINK THEY'RE REALLY AHEAD OF 

THEIR TIME. ONE OF THEM IS THAT THE DEVELOPMENT BE 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD TYPE AND IT TALKS ABOUT 

PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT. I THINK ONE OF THE 

THINGS WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THAT'S A GREAT SUCCESS 

THAT SECOND STREET IS IS THAT YOU DO REALLY NEED TO 

HAVE A PLACE, AND WHEN YOU KIND OF BREAK IT UP BY 

PUTTING A SQUAT PARKING STRUCTURE -- I KNOW THAT 

SITE AS CHALLENGED, BUT THERE ARE ALSO A LOT OF -- 

WE'VE SEEN THAT THERE ARE WAYS YOU CAN INTEGRATE 

STRUCTURED PARKING WITH RETAIL OR OFFICE TOO.  

NORMALLY WHAT YOU DO, THOUGH, IS YOU STACK IT. AND 

WHAT -- WE'RE LIMITED TO 28 FEET IN HEIGHT HERE AND 

WE'VE ASKED TO GO TO 33 OR 34 TO KEEP EVERYTHING 

LOW. AND UNDER THAT YOU CAN'T REALLY -- YOU CAN'T 

STACK IT AND MAKE IT WORK. THIS GIVES YOU ANOTHER 

PERSPECTIVE OF WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO ACHIEVE FROM 

2222. AND WHAT YOU CAN'T SEE IS BEHIND THE BUILDING 

HERE, WHICH I WOULD SAY LOOKS VERY MUCH LIKE 

DAVENPORT, THE PARKING GARAGE IS BEHIND THAT 

BUILDING.  

McCracken: YOU CAN'T SEE IT.  



I CAN PASS THIS AROUND OR I CAN HOLD IT UP. BECAUSE 

IT'S A BIG SITE, I DON'T KNOW HOW BEST TO DO IT, BUT IT'S 

ESSENTIALLY TRYING TO INTEGRATE IT INTO THE 

TOPOGRAPHY THAT WE'RE DEALING WITH. I TELL YOU THE 

BIGGEST THING THEY WOULD HAPPEN IS IF YOU MADE A 

RECOMMENDATION THAT SOME WAY OR ANOTHER WE HOOK 

THIS DEVELOPMENT TO JESTER OR TO LONG CANYON 

WERKS HAVEN'T FIGURED OUT A WAY TO DO IT. FROM 

JESTER YOU WOULD HAVE TO ESSENTIALLY REPELL DOWN 

THE CLIFF. WE CAN PROVIDE RAPPELLING ROPES. AS YOU 

KNOW, IT'S A STEEP HILL. OR GET US SOME SORT OF RELIEF 

TO GET A TRAILER SIDEWALK THROUGH THE BCP LAND TO 

HOOK TO THE OTHER AREAS. AND WE WOULD BE WILLING 

TO DO THAT. THAT'S THE REAL TRICK. BECAUSE RIGHT NOW, 

FRANKLY, UNLESS YOU WANT TO WALK UP THE HILL FROM 

JESTER, THE ONLY WAY TO GET TO THIS IS YOUR CAR. WE 

ADMIT FROM THAT. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY IDEAS OR 

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT THE COUNCIL MIGHT HAVE TO 

HELP US.  

McCracken: ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I HOPE WE'LL SEE 

COME BACK AT SECOND READING, I AGREE WE NEED TO GET 

THE SIDEWALK ON JESTER BOULEVARD. THAT'S GOT TO 

HAPPEN. BUT THERE'S -- UNLESS THERE'S SOME KIND OF 

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION FROM THE CONDOS THROUGH 

THE BCP LAND, EVERYBODY WHO WANTS TO GO HERE WILL 

HAVE TO GET INTO A CAR IN WHAT IS THE SECOND WORST 

INTERSECTION IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN. SO IF WE'RE GOING 

TO ACHIEVE OUR OWN PLANNING DOCUMENTS IN THE 2222 

PLAN ABOUT PEDESTRIAN ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT, WE'VE 

GOT TO PROVIDE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS. THAT SOUND 

LIKE IT'S OUR -- IT ON OUR OH SHOULDERS RIGHT NOW 

BEFORE SECOND READING TO FIGURE OUT A WAY TO 

PROVIDE THIS PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS SO WE CAN 

START MEETING OUR OWN RULES AND PLANS. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I HAD ONE REQUEST. WHEN I WAS MEETING WITH 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD, IT SEEMED TO ME THAT THERE WERE 

SEVERAL NOT AGREEMENTS, PER SE, BUT, WELL, ALMOST 

AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE DEVELOPER AND THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT THEY WERE CONCERNED BECAUSE AT 



THAT TIME YOU REALLY DIDN'T HAVE THE RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT THAT WOULD HAVE MADE -- PUT SOME 

SUBSTANCE INTO THOSE ELEMENTS. SO I PRESUME BEFORE 

WE GET INTO THE SECOND READING THAT WE WOULD HAVE 

ALL OF THOSE IN WRITING SO THAT THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

CAN BE ASSURED THAT SOME OF THE THINGS OR ALL OF 

THE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE MADE AGREEMENTS ON AND 

GIVEN UP OTHER THINGS THAT THOSE ARE ALL IN WRITING. I 

WOULD MAKE ONE COMMENT. I REMEMBER ON THAT LIST, I 

THOUGHT THAT THE DEVELOPER HAD AGREED NOT TO HAVE 

ANY LARGE NEON SIGNS. AND SO SOMEBODY HAD 

MENTIONED THE NEON SIGNS AND I WANTED TO MAKE SURE 

THAT IN FACT THAT WAS SOMETHING THAT SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN ON THAT GIVE OR GET COLUMN, DEPENDING UPON 

WHOSE PERSPECTIVE YOU'RE LOOKING FOR.  

[ INAUDIBLE ]. >> 

Dunkerley: I KNOW, SOMEBODY SAID THAT AND I WANTED TO 

MAKE SURE THAT I HADN'T MISSED SOMETHING IN THAT 

DISCUSSION. SO THE OTHER THING, IF YOU'RE GOING TO 

PURSUE THE COFFEE SHOP IDEA WITH OR WITHOUT THE 

DRIVE THROUGH, BUT THE COFFEE SHOP, BECAUSE OF THE 

LANGUAGE IN OUR CODE, IT IS I'M ALMOST CONVINCED 

IMPOSSIBLE TO PUT A CO ON IT AND DESCRIBE A COFFEE 

SHOP. GREG CAN GIVE ME A NOD IF THAT'S TRUE. I'M 

ASSUMING THAT WOULD HAVE TO GO INTO THE 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT AS WELL ABOUT HOW YOU 

DESCRIBE THAT TYPE OF USE WHERE YOU'RE REALLY 

TRYING TO ELIMINATE WHAT WE TYPICALLY THINK OF AS 

FAST FOOD LIKE THE MCDONALD'S OR THE WENDY'S OR 

THINGS LIKE THAT.  

THAT'S A SIMPLE ISSUE. THE FAST FOOD ISSUE IS NOT THE 

ISSUE, IT'S THE DRIVE THROUGH.  

Dunkerley: I'M NOT SURE THAT FAST FOOD ISN'T THE ISSUE 

TOO. [ APPLAUSE ]  

BUT YOU HAVE TO -- BUT ONE OF THE THINGS THAT THEY 

HAVE LED YOU TO BELIEVE IS THAT WE'RE ASKING TO 

CHANGE THAT, AND WE'RE NOT. WE'RE NOT ASKING TO 



CHANGE THAT. THAT'S IN THE CURRENT --  

Dunkerley: I KNOW, BUT I SAID IF YOU WANT THE COFFEE 

SHOP, LET'S COME UP WITH SOME LANGUAGE THAT --  

THE COFFEE SHOP IS ALLOWED TODAY. IT IS ALLOWED 

TODAY. IT'S THE DRIVE THROUGH.  

Dunkerley: OKAY. I GOT IT. THANKS.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, COUNCIL? IF 

SOMEBODY HAS A QUESTION -- NOBODY HAS THE ABILITY TO 

SPEAK WITHOUT BEING RECOGNIZED OR FROM A QUESTION 

FROM COUNCIL.  

Dunkerley: LET ME ASK YOU SOMETHING, PETER. DID I 

ARTICULATE WHAT OUR DISCUSSION WAS THAT -- I THINK 

ALL OF US HAVE AGREED, INCLUDING THE DEVELOPER, IT'S 

NOT THEIR INTENT TO TRY TO PUT A MCDONALD'S OR A 

WENDY'S OR ONE OF THOSE TYPICAL FRANCHISE FAST 

FOOD TYPE THINGS THERE. I HOPE I CAPTURED THAT.  

I THINK THAT'S CORRECT. AND I THINK THAT THE POSITION 

WE'RE IN NOW IS THAT I THINK IN PRINCIPLE WE'VE AGREED 

THAT WE DO NOT WANT THE NATIONAL CHAIN, MCDONALD'S, 

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN, BURGER KING, STUFF LIKE THAT 

IN THE DEVELOPMENT. THE STICKING POINT HAS BEEN 

GETTING THE WORDING THAT MAKES THAT HAPPEN, AND 

WE'RE CONTINUING TO WORK ON THAT. WE'VE PROPOSED 

SOME WORDING EARLIER THIS WEEK, AND WE'LL SEE HOW 

THAT WORKS OUT. THE NEON SIGN THING IS IN THE -- IN THE 

LIST OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANT ITEMS THAT WE'VE 

DISCUSSED AND I DON'T THINK IT'S CONTROVERSIAL. AND 

THAT CAME UP BECAUSE WATERLOO ICE HOUSE AT 360 AND 

2222 HAS A NEON SIGN WHICH WE DO NOT BELIEVE IS 

CONFORMING TO THE HILL COUNTRY SIGN ORDINANCE. AND 

THAT SENSITIZES US TO THAT ISSUE. I THINK AGAIN THAT'S 

NOT A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE. I THINK WE HAVE AGREEMENT 

ON THAT IF WE PUT IT IN THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT. 

TONGUE  

Dunkerley: I WANTED THE AUDIENCE TO KNOW THAT THE 



DEVELOPER HAD AGREED TO THAT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: IS THERE QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? IF NOT, I'LL 

ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON ITEM 55.  

McCracken: MAYOR, I'LL MOVE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC�� 

HEARING AND APPROVE ON FIRST READING THE 

AMENDMENT -- THE APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE 

P.U.D. WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS. SOME OF THESE 

MAY BE IN HERE, SOME MAY BE REPEATING IT, BUT 

SIDEWALK CONNECTION ON JESTER BOULEVARD TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT, TO DIRECT STAFF TO COME BACK WITH A 

PLAN TO HAVE A PEDESTRIAN TRAIL CONNECTION, WORK 

WITH THE BCP FOLKS TO ACHIEVE THAT. AND THEN TO 

REQUIRE FOR THE MAIN STREET PORTION OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT, NOT FIVE FOOT SIDEWALKS AS THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION, BUT INSTEAD 12-FOOT SIDEWALKS. AND 

ALSO FOR THE IMPERVIOUS COVER ISSUE ABOUT 

SIDEWALKS TO BE FIXED, AND THE IMPERVIOUS COVER NOT 

TO BE CHARGED FOR THOSE SIDEWALKS IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT. AND TO REQUIRE THE BLOCK STANDARDS 

FROM DESIGN STANDARDS, AND WHICH ALSO CALLED FOR 

IN THE 2222 PLAN. NO FAST FOOD, NO DRIVE THROUGH. AND 

THEN THAT'S THE PROPOSAL, BUT THEN I WOULD LIKE TO 

SEE SOME PROGRESS TO ACHIEVE OUR PUBLIC SPACE 

OBLIGATION. IT APPEARS WE'VE HAD SOME REQUIREMENT 

ON ARE THAT GARAGE GOES, SO WE NEED TO SEE 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT ON THAT FOR SECOND READING.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN, 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY TO APPROVE 

ON FIRST READING ONLY A MOTION AS OUTLINED WITH 

CONDITIONAL -- WITH DEACIAL CONDITIONS AS WELL AS 

INSTRUCTIONS OF STAFF. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR. I THINK GREG HAD A COMMENT. I 

DO HAVE A QUESTION, THOUGH. GO AHEAD.  

I WAS SEEKING A LITTLE BIT OF CLARIFICATION. RIGHT NOW 

THE MAIN STREET AS THEY SUGGEST IS AN INTERNAL 

PRIVATE DRIVE. IT'S THE ONLY REASON THAT STAFF DIDN'T 

REQUIRE A MAIN STREET TYPE SIDEWALK ALONG THERE 



BECAUSE IT IS AN INTERNAL DRIVEWAY INTO THE PROJECT. 

IF THERE IS A SUGGESTION FOR LARGER SIDEWALKS, STAFF 

HAS NOT DONE THAT IN THE PAST IN THE HILL COUNTRY 

ROADWAY CORRIDOR. THE REASON FOR THAT IS TO BE 

SENSITIVE TO THE IMPERVIOUS COVER AND THAT'S ALSO 

THE REASON WHY STAFF SUGGESTED AND WORKED WITH 

THE DEVELOPER OF HAVING THE GARAGE SET BACK INTO 

THE REAR OF THE SITE SO THE INSTEAD OF THE FRONT OF 

THE SITE BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF PRESERVING THE 

HEIGHT AND THE VIEW CORRIDORS FROM THE ROADWAY. 

YOU MENTIONED IN PART OF YOUR MOTION TO HAVE BLOCK 

STANDARDS. IS THAT A SUGGESTION FOR THE DEVELOPER 

TO SUBDIVIDE THE LOT AND PUT STREETS IN LIEU OF THE 

SIDEWALKS OR SIMPLY BREAKING UP THE BUILDINGS 

FURTHER TO MIMIC A BLOCK STANDARD?  

McCracken: THIS COUNCIL HAS ADOPTED BLOCK STANDARDS 

AND DESIGN STANDARDS, SO WE CAN JUST SAY --  

THE DESIGN ELEMENTS OF THAT.  

McCracken: IT JUST SAYS MAXIMUM SIZE IS 660 BY 330 WITH 

SIDEWALKS. AND WE'VE ALSO ADOPTED, COULD COUNCIL 

AND THE 2222 PLAN BOTH DON'T CHARGE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER FOR SIDEWALKS. INCLUDE IN THIS AREA.  

THERE WILL BE AN INCREASE IN THE AMOUNT OF 

IMPERVIOUS COVER IN THEIR WAIVER REQUEST TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE LARGER WALKS THAT WON'T BE 

CHARGED AS IRK. IMPERVIOUS COVER. SO IT WILL INCREASE 

MORE THAN WHAT THEY'RE ASKING FOR NOW. I WANT TO 

MAKE SURE YOU'RE AWARE THAT HAVE WHEN WE GO 

FORWARD AND WORK WITH THE DEVELOPER.  

McCracken: MY CONCERN IS THIS COUNCIL HAS ALREADY 

ADOPTED THROUGH DESIGN STANDARDS THAT WE WOULD 

NOT BE CHARGING FOR EK FOR SIDEWALKS. IF WE'RE STILL 

DOING THAT, WE'RE VIOLATING COUNCIL POLICY AND WE 

NEED TO FIX THAT. AND IT COMES FROM THE 2222 PLAN, 

WHICH SAID WE NEED TO HAVE WALKABLE COMMUNITIES. 

AND SO WE'RE SORTING THROUGH THESE THINGS, BUT THIS 

IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER TO ADOPT A 

PROJECT THAT ACTUALLY COMPLIES WITH THE 2222 PLAN. 



IT'S A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY AND IT WILL CREATE A 

GREAT PLACE AND IT'S GOT GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONDITIONS. I HAVE A LOT OF CONFIDENCE. I KNOW WHAT 

THEY DID IN ADDISON. I THINK WITH THE COMBINED 

COMMUNITY EFFORT WE'VE SEEN AND BY THE 2222 2222 

PLAN AND THE SKILL OF THE APPLICANT WE GET OUR RULES 

IMPLEMENTED AND FIXED, I THINK WE'LL HAVE SOMETHING 

GREAT HERE.  

YOU MADE A MOTION ALSO TO PROHIBIT FAST FOOD. WE 

WOULD CALL THAT TODAY RESTAURANT LIMITED. WE ONLY 

HAVE -- WHEN THIS PLAN WAS ORIGINALLY APPROVED WE 

HAD ACTUALLY THREE TYPES OF RESTAURANTS, DRIVE-IN, 

FAST FOOD, LIMITED RESTAURANT AND GENERAL 

RESTAURANT. SINCE THEN WE'VE AMENDED THE CODE TO 

ONLY HAVE TWO CATEGORIES OF RESTAURANTS. LIMITED 

REST RESTAURANT IS RESTAURANTS WITHOUT ALCOHOL 

AND THEN RESTAURANT GENERAL THAT DOES ALLOW 

ALCOHOL AND MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE A DRIVE THROUGH. 

STAFF WOULD PROHIBIT ALL LIMITED RESTAURANT.  

McCracken: JUST GO WHERE IT SAYS NO FAST FOOD AND -- [ 

LAUGHTER ]  

Dunkerley: MAYBE WHAT WE DO --  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: MAYBE WHAT WE DO IS PUT THE RESTAURANT 

LIMITATION IN THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT. AND BECAUSE 

WE DO NOT WANT TO LIMIT EVERYTHING, JUST FAST FOODS 

OF THE FAST FOOD TYPE. AND THE OTHER QUESTION WITH 

HAD -- THE OTHER SUGGESTION WE HAD, AND I CERTAINLY 

AGREE WITH COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN TRYING TO 

IMPLEMENT OUR ESTABLISHED POLICIES, BUT YOU MAY 

WANT TO COME BACK TO US NEXT TIME BECAUSE THIS SITE 

MAY HAVE SOME PHYSICAL CONSTRAINTS WHERE WE MAY 

HAVE TO BE MORE ADAPTIVE THAN WE NORMALLY WOULD 

BECAUSE OF THE STEEP CLIFFS AND THE HILLS AND THINGS 

LIKE THAT. SO PERHAPS YOU COULD COME BACK WITH 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO HOW CLOSE WE COULD 

COME TO THAT CONSIDERING THE CONSTRAINTS OF THE 



LAND ITSELF. SO MAYBE THAT'S IT.  

McCracken: I'D LIKE TO HEAR IT IN THE FRAME OF NOT THAT 

WE CAN'T DO IT, BUT HERE'S HOW WE CAN DO IT. I THINK 

THAT WOULD BE THE BEST.  

WE CAN LEAVE THE RESTAURANT LIMITS AS A PERMITTED 

USE IN THE P.U.D. AND THEN WE CAN WORK WITH MR. 

SUTTLE AND HIS CLIENTS TO SEE IF THEY CAN PROHIBIT 

MAYBE CERTAIN TYPES OF RESTAURANTS. I'M NOT SURE IF 

IT WILL BE A PUBLIC COVENANT OR PRIVATE COVENANT, BUT 

MAYBE ARRIVE AT THAT COFFEE SHOP THAT WAS 

MENTIONED EARLIER AS BEING ONE OF THOSE 

RESTAURANTS THAT WOULD BE PERMITTED, BUT MAYBE 

PROHIBIT CERTAIN TYPES OF FOOD PRODUCTS FROM BEING 

SOLD IN THE COVENANT THAT MAY BE OBJECTIONABLE.  

Mayor Wynn: YOU'LL KNOW IT WHEN YOU TASTE IT. [ 

LAUGHTER ]  

AND THE CLARIFICATION WE'LL NEED TO GO FORWARD...  

Mayor Wynn: GO AHEAD.  

IS THE INTENT. THE WAY IT IS RIGHT NOW, THAT MEANS 

THAT THE RESTAURANTS WE HAVE ON SECOND STREET WE 

CAN'T DO. AND I DON'T THINK THAT'S YOUR INTENT. UNDER 

OUR CODE THE WAY IT WORKS IS A FAST FOOD IS 

RESTAURANT LIMITED, AND WE'LL WORK ON HOW TO GET TO 

-- I'M NOT SURE WHAT THE INTEREST IS. I THOUGHT THE 

INTEREST WAS WE DIDN'T WANT TO HAVE DRIVE THROUGHS 

BECAUSE THAT'S WHERE YOU GET THE NATIONAL CHAINS. 

YOU GET -- YOU GET THE NATIONAL CHAINS. IF YOU DON'T 

GET A DRIVE THROUGH, YOU'RE PROBABLY NOT GOING TO 

GET A NATIONAL CHAIN. SO THAT'S I THINK WHAT THE ISSUE 

WAS, BUT I NEED SOME CLARIFICATION ON THAT.  

McCracken: WE DIDN'T SPECIFICALLY SAY IN OUR MOTION, IT 

DOES NOT SAY NO LIMITED RESTAURANT, NO FAST FOOD, 

IT'S CLEARLY A COVENANT ISSUE. I THINK EVERYBODY 

NEEDS TO WORK TOGETHER. I THINK WE CAN COME UP WITH 

A PRETTY SKILLFUL DEFINITION OF FAST FOOD DIFFERENT 

FROM LIMITED RESTAURANT. I DID NOT PICK UP THAT THAT 



WAS THE -- THAT -- FOLKS WANT SOMEWHERE TO EAT, THEY 

JUST DON'T WANT MCDONALD'S AND --  

YOU WANT TO BE ABLE TO ALLOW FACILITIES SIMILAR TO 

THE SANDWICH SHOP HERE ON THIRD WHERE YOU CAN 

WALK IN, ORDER A SANDWICH AND WALK BACK OUT. OKAY.  

McCracken: AND I'LL LET Y'ALL SORT THAT OUT. WE'RE JUST 

HERE TO FACILITATE THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE 

TABLE. COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR. I SHOULD HAVE ASKED MY 

QUESTION FIRST. THERE'S A LIST OF 13 AMENDMENTS OR 

CHANGES THAT ARE PROPOSED TO THE P.U.D., AND ONE OF 

THEM SAYS AN OVERALL -- TO ALLOW AN OVERALL PARKING 

RATIO OF ONE SPACE TO 275 SQUARE FEET. AND SO HOW 

DOES THAT CHANGE WHAT THE REQUIREMENTS SHOULD 

BE?  

WHEN THE COUNCIL APPROVED RECENTLY SOME OF THE 

AMENDMENTS TO OUR CODE, THEY MADE IT EASIER FOR 

CHANGE OF USES IN THE CORE, THE SMALL BUSINESS 

AMENDMENTS THAT YOU WORKED SO HARD ON EARLIER. 

WE REVISED OUR PARKING REGULATION TO MAKE THEM 

MORE UNIFORM, AND WHAT THIS P.U.D. ATTEMPTS TO DO IS 

ACTUALLY BRING IN THE NEW LANGUAGE THAT IS MORE 

CONSISTENT WITH THE CODES THAT YOU ACTUALLY HAVE 

TODAY. SO AS THERE ARE 10 CHANGES IN THE FUTURE, 

WHETHER THEY'RE FROM OFFICE OR RETAIL, THEY WOULD 

HAVE THE SAME BENEFITS AS A PROJECT THAT YOU MIGHT 

HAVE ELSEWHERE IN AUSTIN TODAY. SO THAT'S WHY WHEN 

THEY SPEAK TO ONE SPACE PER 275 SQUARE FEET, IT 

WOULD BE MORE IN LINE WITH THE CODES TODAY. BACK 

THEN OFFICES HAD A REQUIREMENT OF ONE TO THREE 

HUNDRED AND RETAIL MAY HAVE HAD A REQUIREMENT OF 

ONE TO 200. SO THIS WAS AN ATTEMPT TO BRING IT CLOSER 

TO WHAT WE ACTUALLY DO TODAY.  

Alvarez: OKAY. THEN IN TERMS OF THE HEIGHT, THE 

VARIANCE TO THE HEIGHTS OR THE CHANGES TO THE 

PERMITTED HEIGHTS, I'VE HEARD -- I THINK MR. SUTTLE 



MENTION ORDER MAYBE IN THE BACKUP IT MENTIONED 

TWO-STORY STRUCTURES. BUT THIS IS A CHANGE FROM 28 

FEET TO 34 FEET. AND SO IT SOUNDS TO ME LIKE 34 FEET 

WOULD ALLOW FOR MORE THAN TWO STORIES.  

AND THERE'S A LOT OF DISCUSSION WITH MR. SUTTLE'S 

CLIENT AND WITH STAFF BECAUSE THE BUILDINGS ARE 

DESIGNED IN A MANNER WHERE THEY'LL COME UP WITH THE 

BLUFF, BUT ACTUALLY WILL SET OFF. A LOT OF STRUCTURES 

WE HAVE ON 2222 ARE ACTUALLY BUILT INTO THE HILLSIDE 

AS THEY GO UP AND STEP UP. AND THESE ARE OFFSET 

SLIGHTLY, SO LIGHT THEN CAN COME IN ON BOTH SIDES OF 

THE BUILDING AND FILTER DOWN. SO THE BUILDING HAS THE 

APPEARANCE AS YOU'RE DRIVING ALONG THE HILL 

COUNTRY ROADWAY OR 2222 LOOKING UP AS IF IT WERE 

TUCKED IN, BUT THEY'RE ACTUALLY OFFSET SO THAT 

THERE'S MORE LIGHT AND AIR THAT CAN ACTUALLY GET 

AROUND THE EDGE OF THE BUILDING. THERE'S A UNIQUE 

CHARACTER ABOUT THIS PROJECT IS THAT IT IS BUILT INTO 

THE HILLSIDE, AND SO WHEN YOU COME DOWN THAT 

CENTRAL DRIVEWAY, THE MAIN STREET AS IT WAS 

REFERRED TO, YOU'RE ACTUALLY AT A HIGHER ELEVATION 

THAN YOU ARE ON THE FRONT OF THE PROJECT THAT 

FACES 2222. AND SO THERE WAS -- THERE WAS AN 

OBJECTIVE TO HAVE THOSE BUILDINGS SET APART AND SO 

THE RETAIL USES THAT MAY BE IN THAT FRONT BUILDING 

WOULD HAVE TWO FACES. AND THIS WOULD BRING LIGHT 

AND AIR TO BOTH SIDES OF THE BUILDING. SO THAT'S PART 

OF THE REASON WHY YOU HAVE THE CUT AND FILL THE WAY 

IT IS. IF THEY WOULD SIMPLY JUST HAVE SLAPPED IT UP 

AGAINST THE BUILDING, THE HIGH WE TAKE OUR HEIGHT 

MEASUREMENTS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE LOWEST AND 

HIGHEST POINTS OF THE BUILDING. SINCE IT WAS TUCKED 

INTO THE BUILDING, ONE SIDE OF THE BUILDING WOULD BE 

VERY HIGH, ONE SIDE WOULD BE VERY LOW AND SO THE 

ABSOLUTE HEIGHT WOULD ACTUALLY BE LESS POSSIBLY. 

AND ALSO THEY HAD SOME DECORATIVE FEATURES, 

ROOFTOP FEATURES TO TRY TO BREAK UP THE ROOF LINE 

SO IT WOULDN'T BE ONE CONTINUOUS FLAT ROOF LINE. 

BETWEEN THOSE TWO ELEMENTS, THAT'S WHY THERE'S A 

SLIGHT INCREASE IN HEIGHT AND THAT'S WHY STAFF WAS 

ABLE TO SUPPORT THE HEIGHT INCREASE. [ONE MOMENT, 



PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] DESIGNATED FOR 

OFFICE, KIND OF CO-MINGLE THEM ALONG THIS INTERIOR 

ROADWAY. THERE'S A MIX OF USES, SO PART OF THIS IS TRY 

TOY TO ADDRESS AND ALLOW THE MIX TO BE PLACED OF 

HAVING SOME RETAIL RESTAURANT USES ALONG THAT 

CORRIDOR THAT WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY ALLOWED IN THE 

PREVIOUS P.U.D. THE RESTAURANT LIMITED STAFF 

UNDERSTANDS THAT IS A PERMITTED USE AND WILL WORK 

THROUGH THE COVENANT PROCESS, WITH MR. SUTTLE AND 

HIS CLIENT TO ADDRESS SOMETHING THAT'S NOT FAST 

FOOD, BUT WOULD STILL ALLOW UNIQUE AND WEIRD AND 

UNUSUAL RESTAURANTS IN THIS DEVELOPMENT.  

Alvarez: I GUESS THE -- ONE OF THE -- OF THE COMMENTS 

MR. SUTTLE MADE WAS THAT THEY COULD ALREADY DO 

RESTAURANTS AND COFFEE SHOPS AND SO -- SO WHY IS 

THAT EVEN NECESSARY, YOU KNOW, WHY IS THIS EVEN A 

VARIANCE OR A CHANGE?  

WELL, THIS IS CHANGE, IT WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY ALLOWED 

ON TRACTS 2 AND 4. ONLY ON 3. SO THIS WOULD LIKE I SAID 

IT WOULD KIND OF EXPAND THE AREA WHERE THEY COULD 

MIX THE USES UP.  

OKAY. APPRECIATE IT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

Leffingwell: I WANT TO SUPPORT THE MOTION ON FIRST 

READING, ALSO, BUT I WANT TO HAVE SOME QUESTIONS 

AND -- AND THE FIRST ONE IS ABOUT -- ABOUT THE 

CONDITION FOR THE TRAIL TO THE BCP. AND I KNOW THAT -- 

THAT FROM -- FROM MY PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BCP 

THERE'S SOME PARTS OF THAT THAT YOU ARE NOT 

ALLOWED TO HAVE PUBLIC ACCESS TO AND I DON'T KNOW 

WHETHER THIS HE IS ONE OF THOSE AREAS ARE NOT. SO I'M 

A LITTLE BIT DOUBTFUL ABOUT MAKING THAT A CONDITION 

WHEN IT MAY BE BE AT ALL POSSIBLE, A SCIENCE BASED 

DECISION MADE BY -- THAT'S MADE BY THE PEOPLE THAT 

RUN BCP. SO THAT'S ONE -- THE -- THE CONDITION -- THE 

CONDITIONS THAT THE -- THAT THE APPLICANT IS 

PROPOSING TO DO CALLS FOR A MINIMUM 5-FOOT 

SIDEWALKS, AND THESE WILL BE WITH 40% PERCH 



PERVIOUS PAVERS, SO I'M ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT THE 

ISSUE OF IF YOU ADD 12-FOOT SIDEWALKS, WHAT DOES THIS 

DO WITH 40% PERVIOUS PAVERS TO THE IMPERVIOUS 

COVER ON THE SITE. WHAT IS THIS GOING TO DO? IS IT 

GOING TO DRIVE IT UP BEYOND WHAT'S CURRENTLY BEING 

PROPOSED OR NOT? AND I'LL BE WAITING TO SEE HOW WE 

DEFINE FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS AT THE SECOND AND 

THIRD READING.  

WITH REGARD TO THE BCP, STAFF DID INVESTIGATE THAT 

ISSUE BECAUSE STAFF ASKED TO CONNECT THIS WITH 

RESIDENTIAL PORTION TO THE WEST AND OUR INITIAL 

DISCUSSIONS, BASICALLY WE WERE TOLD THAT NO, YOU 

COULD NOT PUT A PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY TO GET ACROSS 

THE BCP LAND, ALSO IT IS DRAW THAT'S THERE ON -- 

THERE'S A -- THERE'S A DRAW THAT RUNS BETWEEN THE 

RESIDENTIAL PIECE THAT'S FURTHER TO THE WEST THAN 

THIS PIECE. YOU CAN STILL ASK THE QUESTION. I KNOW IT'S 

PURSUED IF YOU WENT ALONG THE EDGE, IT WAS MORE A 

DISCUSSION ABOUT GOING DIRECTLY ACROSS, TAKE THE 

SHORTEST DISTANCE THERE AND MAY HAVE BEEN SOME 

ISSUES OF THAT, BUT WE CAN LOOK AT AT LEAST ISSUES OF 

TRYING TO SKIRT THE EDGE ALONG THE ROADWAY TO GET 

TO THE RESIDENTIAL FURTHER TO THE EAST. THERE WOULD 

BE AN INCREASE SLIGHTLY IN IMPERVIOUS COVER. BUT 

MAYBE THERE'S SOME INNOVATIVE WAYS THAT THE OWNER 

CAN COME UP WITH TO MAYBE REDUCE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

ELSEWHERE AND DO A BALANCE. IF IT'S STRICTLY DUE TO -- 

TO PLACE THE MAIN STREET OR THE MAIN WALKWAY 

THROUGH THE PROJECT, AS I UNDERSTAND, THAT'S WHERE 

THE 10 TO 12-FOOT SIDEWALKS WOULD BE PROPOSED. 

MAYBE THAT CAN BE OFFSET ELSEWHERE IN THE PROJECT.  

SO YOU WILL BE READY WITH THE ACTUAL NUMBERS, WITH 

THE IMPERVIOUS COVER -- WHAT THE IMPERVIOUS COVER 

WOULD BE UNDER THESE CONDITIONS.  

THAT'S CORRECT. WE WILL WORK WITH THE DEVELOPER TO 

GIVE YOU THAT INFORMATION BEFORE YOU HAVE IT FOR 

SECOND READING OR THIRD READING APPROVAL.  

COUNCILMEMBER, FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, 



COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

I DO WANT TO CLARIFY ON THE ISSUE THAT -- THAT THE 

COUNCIL ADOPTED POLICY AND THE 2222 PLAN BOTH SAY 

WHEN YOU ARE CALCULATING IMPERVIOUS COVER YOU 

DON'T INCLUDE SIDEWALKS, IN THAT CALCULATION. STATE 

LAW SAYS THAT -- THAT FOR INSTANCE IF YOU ARE DOING A 

ROAD, THAT THE DEVELOPMENT 100%, THE DEVELOPABLE 

AREA TRANSFER OF THE ROADWAY INTO THE NET -- TO THE 

NET DOUBLE AREA. SO -- SO MY POINT IS THERE IS -- THERE 

ARE DIFFERENT POLICY MOTIVATIONS ON IMPERVIOUS 

COVER WHEN IT'S ON ASPHALT BECAUSE YOU HAVE OIL AND 

GREASE AND STUFF VERSUS SIDEWALKS WHERE YOU GET 

PEOPLE WALKING. SO THAT THE QUESTION IS OUR OWN 

PLANNING DOCUMENTS TELL US THAT IF YOU WANT 

SIDEWALKS, YOU KNOW, YOU DON'T COUNT IT AGAINST 

IMPERVIOUS COVER AND SO -- SO I DO THINK THAT IT 

SHOULD BE PRETTY IMPORTANT BECAUSE IF YOU ARE 

GOING TO GET LESS SIDEWALKS, IF THAT'S WHAT YOU ARE 

TRYING TO DO. THERE'S NO HISTORY, IT'S BARELY WIDE 

ENOUGH FOR A RESIDENTIAL STREET. OUR MINIMUM SIZE IS 

FOUR FEET, MAYBE FIVE FEET. WE ARE PUTTING SINGLE 

FAMILY HOUSE SIDEWALKS IN THIS DEVELOPMENT INSTEAD 

OF TRUE PEDESTRIAN SIDEWALKS THAT WOULD SUPPORT 

COMMERCIAL. THAT'S ALL I'M SAYING.  

WE HAVE FIRST AND SECOND, ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS 

[INDISCERNIBLE] OF STAFF.  

COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: THANKS MAYOR, I WILL BE SUPPORTING THIS ON 

FIRST READING. I THOUGHT SOME OF THE ISSUES THAT 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN ADDED ADDRESSED SOME 

OF THE CONCERNS THAT THE NEIGHBORS RAISED, I THINK IT 

WOULD BE GOOD TO SEE IT ALL WRITTEN OUT, OVERLAID, 

HOW ABOUT AFFECTS THE PROPOSAL AND SEE IF THERE'S 

ANY OTHER WAYS TO STRENGTHEN THE PROPOSAL FOR 

NEXT READING. SO WE WILL BE SUPPORTING IT ON THIS 

FIRST READING.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  



Leffingwell: JUST TO CONFIRM THAT THE MOTION INCLUDES 

ALL THE STAFF, Z.A.P., ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD CONDITIONS 

AS WELL.  

YEAH, IT DOES.  

OKAY.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 6-0, FIRST 

READING ONLY, WITH COUNCILMEMBER KIM OFF THE DAIS. 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH. OKAY. COUNCIL, WE STILL 

HAVE A NUMBER OF PUBLIC HEARINGS TO TRY TO GET 

THROUGH, SO TO HELP PEOPLE TRY TO PLAN THEIR 

BREAKFAST, [LAUGHTER], IT'S -- WE STILL HAVE AN 

AFTERNOON TWO ACTION ITEMS WE CAN LUMP TOGETHER, 

ITEMS NUMBER 8 AND 32, WE HAVE ABOUT 32 FOLKSS SIGN 

UP WISHING TO SPEAK IF THEY ARE STILL HERE, TWO 

HOURS OVER TESTIMONY. WE THEN HAVE AMONG OTHER 

PUBLIC HEARINGS, ITEM NO. 61, WITH ABOUT 100 FOLKS 

SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, THAT'S SIX AND A HALF 

HOURS WORTH OF TESTIMONY. WE HAVE ABOUT 89 AND A 

HALF HOURS OF -- ABOUT 9 AND A HALF HOURS OF 

TESTIMONY IF EVERYONE REALLY WANTS TO SPEAK. I DO 

THIS NOT IN JEST, ITEM 61, VERY IMPORTANT PUBLIC 

HEARING, REGARDING THE NOVEMBER 2006 BOND ELECTION 

THAT WE ARE NOT CLOSING THAT PUBLIC HEARING. WE ARE 

CONTINUING IT NEXT WEEK, WE HAVE -- WE HAVE INITIALLY 

SET IT FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEK, THIS WEEK AND 

THURSDAY. NEXT THURSDAY THE 25th. AND SO -- SO 

ACKNOWLEDGING THAT WE HAVE A COUPLE OF HOURS 

WORTH OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON ITEMS 8 AND 32, FOR 

THOSE FOLKS WHO MIGHT WANT TO EITHER LEAVE THEIR 

COMMENTS WITH US ELECTRONICALLY OR OTHERWISE, YOU 

ARE MORE THAN WELCOME TO STAY HERE AS LONG AS YOU 

WOULD LIKE. AND/OR KNOW THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL 

NOT BE CLOSED TONIGHT, IT WILL BE CONTINUED NEXT 

THURSDAY. WITH POSSIBLE ACTION NEXT THURSDAY, WE 

ALSO ON OUR SCHEDULE ARE PREPARED FOR THE 



POTENTIAL NEED TO CONTINUE THAT -- THAT PUBLIC 

TESTIMONY INTO THE FOLLOWING MEETING ON JUNE -- JUNE 

8th. 8 AND 32, CONCURRENTLY, TOWING ORDINANCE AND 

THE RAPID RESPONSE ITEM FROM COUNCIL. WE HAVE A 

NUMBER OF FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK. A 

BRIEFING FOR MOSTLY OUR PUBLIC SAFETY AND LAW 

DEPARTMENTS RELATED TO THE TOPIC. I DON'T THINK IT'S 

NECESSARY TO REHASH THAT BRIEFING. STAFF IS HERE 

AND PREPARED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS SHOULD WE HAVE 

THEM. WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, WITHOUT OBJECTION, WE 

WILL START GOING INTO THE PUBLIC TESTIMONY FOR A 

COMBINED POTENTIAL ACTION ITEM 8 AND 32. GIVE FOLKS 

TIME TO CLEAR OUT OR -- OR GET COMFORTABLE. OUR 

FIRST SIGNED UP SPEAKER IS ANNE O'RYAN. ANNE O'RYAN 

WISHING TO SPEAK, TECHNICALLY NEUTRAL. WELCOME, 

ANNE, YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES, FOLLOWED BY 

ROBERT O BOIL. BOIL -- ROBERT O DOYLE.  

CONGRATULATIONS ALL OF YOU WHO WERE REELECTED. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME THIS EVENING. I KNOW THIS HAS 

BEEN A LONG EVENING. I'M HERE TO SPEAK ON ITEM NO. 8, 

JUST AS VARIOUS BACKGROUND, MY NAME IS ANNE O RIPE, 

WITH TRIPLE A TEXAS. TRIPLE A HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN 

DEVELOPING NATIONAL TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAMS, THAT 

SAFETY FOCUS CONSUMER ORIENTED INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT RESPONSE PROGRAMS IN TEXAS, IN OTHER 

PLACES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. FOR MORE THAN 100 

YEARS TRIPLE A HAS BEEN THE VOICE OF THE MOTORISTS, 

WE HAVE BEEN VERY INVOLVED IN TRAFFIC SAFETY ISSUES. 

AS I MENTIONED HERE IN TEXAS WE ARE MEMBER SERVICE 

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING 1.2 MILLION MEMBERS AND 

HAVE MORE THAN 50 MILLION MEMBERS NATIONWIDE. 

TRIPLE A SUPPORTS A WELL DESIGNED INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT MAKES SAFETY AND 

CONGESTION RELIEF THE HIGHEST PRIORITY. TRIPLE A IS OF 

COURSE PLEASED TO SEE THAT SOME OF THE 

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WE HAVE MADE HAVE BEEN 

INCORPORATED INTO THE ORDINANCE. INCLUDING THE SAFE 

DROP SITES AND THE MOTORISTS BILL OF RIGHTS. 

HOWEVER WE ARE ALSO CONCERNED THAT WITH THE 

DIRECTION OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE, THAT SAFETY 

MAY BE TAKING A BACK SEAT TO SOME OTHER 



CONSIDERATIONS. NAMELY SOLICITATION OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR THE PROGRAM MEMBERS. WE BELIEVE THAT SAFETY 

MUST ALWAYS BE THE NUMBER ONE OBJECTIVE OF 

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS TO EFFECTIVELY 

IMPROVE SAFETY AND REDUCE CONGESTION, WE BELIEVE 

THAT AUSTIN'S PROPOSAL NEEDS TO MAKE SURE THAT 

VEHICLES ARE REMOVED FROM THE ROADWAY AS QUICKLY 

AS POSSIBLE. AND WHAT WE MEAN HERE IS IF A 

RESPONSIBLE TOWER CALLED TO THE SCENE BY THE 

MOTORIST ARRIVES BEFORE THE PROGRAM TOWER, IN THE 

INTEREST OF SAFETY, WE BELIEVE THAT THE FIRST TOWER 

WHO ARRIVES SHOULD BE ABLE TO REMOVE THAT VEHICLE. 

THAT MEANS THAT IT -- IT DELAYS THE TIME RATHER THAN 

DELAYING THE TIME, THAT THE MOTORIST WOULD HAVE TO 

WAIT FOR THE PROGRAM TO YOUER TO -- TOWER TO ARRIVE 

AND POSSIBLY PUTTING THAT MOTORIST AT RISK BECAUSE 

THEY WOULD HAVE TO WAIT LONGER. UNDER THE HOUSTON 

SAFE CLEAR PROGRAM OUR EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THE 

TRIPLE A IS ALLOWED TO RESPOND TO MEMBER CALLS AND 

TO HANDLE THE TOWS IF WE ARE THE FIRST TO ARRIVE AT 

THE SCENE. AND WE ARE -- HAVE AN EXPERIENCE WITH 

THAT OF SEVERAL MONTHS NOW THAT IN 80% OF THE 

CASES WHERE A MEMBER CONTACTS US, WE ARE NOT ONLY 

THE FIRST THERE, THE SAFE CLEAR TOW OR WE TAKE THE 

VEHICLE OFF AND THE SAFE CLEAR TOWER STILL HAS NOT 

ARRIVED. WITH THAT EXPERIENCE IN MIND WE ARE ASKING 

THAT THE FIRST TOWER TO ARRIVE IF A MOTORIST HAS 

ASKED A SPECIFIC TOWER TO -- TO ATTEND TO AN INCIDENT 

THAT THAT TOWER BE ABLE TO TAKE THE VEHICLE OFF THE 

ROADWAY. TRIPLE A SUGGESTED A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT 

TO THAT COURSE TO ENABLE THAT TOW E.R. TO BE ABLE TO 

TAKE THAT TOW. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE AN 

ENHANCEMENT TO THE PROGRAM AND ACTUALLY HELP THE 

PROGRAM TOWER SO THAT THEY COULD ADDRESS THE -- 

THE MORE SERIOUS TYPES OF TOWS THAT THEY COULD BE 

GETTING OR MORE SERIOUS TYPES OF INCIDENTS. WE DID 

VET THIS PROPOSAL WITH THE PROGRAM TOWERS AND 

REPRESENTATIVES WHO WERE HERE, SPOKE TO MOST OF 

THEM. THEY HAD SAID THAT THEY WERE FINE WITH THAT 

PROPOSAL AND WOULD NOT OPPOSE THAT, A CONCEPT, AN 

IDEA SO WE ENCOURAGED THE COUNCIL TO PUT SAFETY 

FIRST AND TO PLEASE CONSIDER THIS. WE ALSO WOULD 



LIKE TO SAY THAT -- THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK 

WITH, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS BE THE BEST PROGRAM 

POSSIBLE, WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK WITH A.P.D. AND 

CHIEF CARTER, HE'S BEEN WONDERFUL TO WORK WITH. WE 

WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE TO WORK WITH HIM TO DEVELOP 

THE OPERATIONAL RULES OF THE PROGRAM. I UNDERSTAND 

MY TIME IS UP. IF I HEARD THE BEEPER CORRECTLY. SO I 

WOULD BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS IF YOU HAVE 

ANY.  

THANK YOU, MS. O'RYAN FOR TRIPLE A TEXAS' ABILITY TO BE 

INVOLVED WITH THE DELIBERATIONS AND HELP US MAKE 

THIS THE BEST PROGRAM IT CAN BE. QUESTIONS OF MS. 

O'RYAN, COUNCIL? MY INSTINCT IS WE MAY HAVE 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS AS WE GET MORE TESTIMONY --  

BELIEVE ME I'LL BE HERE. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE. ROBERT O 

DOYLE. WELCOME, FOLKS WERE OFFERING TO DONATE TIME 

TO YOU. GEORGE MILLHAM STILL HERE. GEORGE? JACKIE, 

JACKIE MILLHAM. HELLO, BILLY DAVENPORT. WELCOME. 

THEN WE WON'T LET YOU DONATE YOUR TIME. HOW ABOUT 

JACKIE MILLHAM. SO YOU WILL HAVE UP TO NINE MINUTES IF 

YOU NEED IT.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. I THINK THAT WILL BE SUFFICIENT. MY 

NAME IS ROBERT OBOYLE, I REPRESENT THE AUSTIN 

TOWING ASSOCIATION. I WANT TO BRING YOU A LITTLE BIT 

UP TO SPEED OF WHERE WE ARE IN THIS PROCESS OF 

WORKING ON THIS TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM AND THE RULES. THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER 

OF MEETINGS BETWEEN AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT AND 

CITY OF AUSTIN STAFF AND THE TOWING ASSOCIATIONS. WE 

HAVE WORKED ON A NUMBER OF THINGS. WE HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO WORK OUT SOME OF THESE ITEMS. AS YOU ALL 

MAY RECALL FROM YOUR BRIEFING EARLIER TODAY, 

THERE'S GOING TO BE, YOU KNOW, THE PLAN HERE WITH 

THE ORDINANCE IS TO TAKE BASICALLY THE TOWING RULES 

AND PUT THIS IN THE PROVINCE OF THE POLICE CHIEF AND 

LET HIM PASS RULES IN THE FUTURE THAT WILL IMPLEMENT 

THE PROGRAM. SO EFFECTIVELY A DELEGATION BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF SOME OF ITS AUTHORITY, FROM NOW ON 



THE POLICE CHIEF THROUGH A RULE MAKING PROCESS IS -- 

WILL BE PASSING REDUCE. WE ARE NOT AGAINST THAT IN 

PRINCIPLE. BUT -- BUT I THINK WHAT'S GOING ON HAPPEN IS 

AS WE START WORKING ON SOME OF THESE RULES, WE ARE 

GOING TO WORK OUT FURTHER ISSUES. WE ARE NOT GOING 

-- I DON'T THINK WE ARE GOING TO WORK THEM ALL OUT. 

AND I WANT TO ADDRESS WITH YOU FIVE OR SIX ITEMS THAT 

I THINK THAT THE CITY COUNCIL NEEDS TO ADDRESS 

BEFORE THIS GETS TURNED OVER TO THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT. THESE ARE ITEMS OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE 

TO THE TOWING INDUSTRY AND IF -- IF THIS IS NOT TAKEN 

CARE OF IN THE ORDINANCE, THEN THE POLICE CHIEF IS 

NOT GOING TO HAVE ANY DISCRETION TO WORK WITH THE 

RULES. BECAUSE YOU ALL WILL HAVE ALREADY SET THINGS 

PRETTY MUCH IN STONE RIGHT HERE. WITH THE CITY 

COUNCIL. LET ME FIRST OF ALL ADDRESS THE TRAFFIC 

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM WHICH IS SOMETHING 

THAT THE TOWING ASSOCIATIONS IS VERY MUCH BEHIND AS 

WELL AND TRYING TO WORK WITH -- WITH VARIOUS 

REPRESENTATIVES TO -- TO MAKE IT A GO OF IT. BUT I WANT 

TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU ALL UNDERSTAND WHAT'S BEING 

TALKED ABOUT HERE. THERE WERE SOME ANSWERS GIVEN 

DURING THE BRIEFING BY THE STAFF THAT I THINK WERE 

INADVERTENTLY MISLEADING, YOU WANT TO CLARIFY IT. WE 

WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE 

AUSTIN TOWERS ARE BEING ASKED TO DO THIS FOR FREE. 

WHEREAS HOUSTON MY UNDERSTANDING IS HOUSTON 

THEY PAY THEIR DRIVERS. IN DALLAS, MY UNDERSTANDING 

IS THAT THEY PAY THEIR DRIVERS. AND MAYBE THERE'S A 

WAY IN THE FUTURE WE CAN COME UP WITH WHERE THESE 

DRIVERS CAN GET PAID, BUT THE WHAT I NEED THE CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS TO UNDERSTAND THESE FOLKS ARE 

BEING ASKED TO DO SOMETHING FOR FREE. I'M A LAWYER, 

THEY ASK US TO DO FREE LEGAL WORK BUT THEY DON'T 

MAKE US, OKAY. CPA'S, SAME THING AND THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN IS ASKING THESE PEOPLE TO DO SOMETHING FOR 

FREE, THEY NEED TO BE COMPENSATED ON THE OTHER END 

FOR THE THINGS THAT THEY ARE COMPENSATED FOR IN 

ORDER TO MAKE IT WORK ECONOMICALLY. THAT'S WHERE 

I'M GOING TO ASK FOR SOME SPECIFIC CHANGES TO THE 

ORDINANCE. IF YOU ALL ARE INCLINED TO PASS IT TONIGHT, 

WE NEED SOME SPECIFIC CHANGES AND IF NOT WE CAN 



CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THE CITY ON SOME OF THESE 

ISSUES. LET ME TALK ABOUT -- A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT 

WHAT THE SPECIFIC CHANGES ARE THAT WE NEED AND WHY 

WE NEED THOSE. ONE THING THAT'S BEING PROPOSED IN 

THIS ORDINANCE IS THAT THE -- THE TOW COMPANIES TAKE 

CREDIT CARDS FROM CUSTOMERS, MAY SEEM LIKE A MINOR 

ISSUE, BUT IT'S NOT. THE EXPERIENCE -- THE PROPOSAL IS 

THAT THEY HAVE TO TAKE CREDIT CARDS FROM PEOPLE ON 

THESE NON-CONSENT TOWS AT THE SITE. AS OPPOSED TO 

BACK AT THE STORAGE FACILITY ONCE THE VEHICLE HAS 

BEEN REMOVED AND IT'S OFF SOMEPLACE. NOT TO MAKE 

SLIGHT OF THE SITUATION, BUT YOU NEED TO REALIZE THAT 

THE FOLKS THAT -- THAT THE TOWING COMPANIES ARE 

DEALING WITH USUALLY ARE NOT IN A REAL GOOD MIEWD 

OVER THE FACT THAT THEY ARE OUT THERE TOWING THEIR 

CAR, THEY ARE NOT REAL HAPPY ABOUT IT. THE 

EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN IN THE PAST THAT A BUNCH OF 

THOSE PEOPLE WILL CANCEL THEIR CHECKS, THEY WILL 

CALL THE CREDIT CARD COMPANY THE NEXT DAY AND THEY 

WILL CANCEL THE CREDIT CARD. THESE PEOPLE WON'T GET 

PAID. AT ONE POINT ONE OF THE COMPANIES WAS 

EXPERIENCING 50% -- WITHIN OF THE COMPANIES IN OUR 

ASSOCIATION TRIED TO USE CREDIT CARDS ON SITE AT THE 

SCENE WHERE THE CAR WAS AND THEY EXPERIENCED 50% 

OF -- OF WHERE THE PEOPLE WOULD CALL BACK THE NEXT 

DAY AND CANCEL THE CREDIT CARD. SO THAT COMPANY 

HAD TO QUIT TAKING CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS ON SITE. WE 

ASKED THAT YOU NOT REQUIRE THAT THAT HAPPEN 

BECAUSE THAT'S GOING TO PUT A BIG ECONOMIC HARDSHIP 

ON THE COMPANIES. ANOTHER IS THAT THE COMPANIES 

HAVE CERTAIN FEES, I WILL TALK ABOUT THE SPECIFIC 

CHANGES WE WANT ON THOSE. ONE OF THOSE IS CALLED 

AN ONSITE FEE. I NEED YOU ALL TO REALIZE, IN THE 

ORDINANCE YOU ARE GOING TO BE PASSING WHAT THE 

FEES ARE. THE POLICE CHIEF FOR TWO MORE YEARS 

SUPPOSEDLY IS NOT GOING TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO RAISE 

ANY OF THESE FEES. I WANT YOU TO REALIZE TOW TRUCK 

COMPANIES HAVEN'T HAD A RAISE IN THEIR FEES IN SIX 

YEARS. OKAY? THIS PARTICULAR ONSITE FEE OF $15 HAS 

BEEN IN PLACE FOR ALMOST 15 YEARS. THESE PEOPLE ARE 

TAKING, WHEN THEY GO OUT THERE TO THE SCENE OF ONE 

OF THESE DEALS, AND EVEN IF THEY DON'T HOOK UP TO THE 



CAR AND THEY DON'T TOW IT AWAY, THERE'S A LOT OF 

MONEY INVOLVED. I DON'T KNOW IF YOU ALL PICKED UP ON 

THIS MORNING, THE FEES FOR THE 26,000 POUNDS, OVER 

TRUCKS, SOME OF OUR OTHER MEMBERS ARE GOING TO 

TALK ABOUT THAT, WHEN ONE OF THOSE THINGS GOES OUT, 

YOU ARE TALKING WITH TRYING TO KEEL WITH A SEMI 

TRAILER OR GASOLINE TRUCK WITH DAMAGE GOING ON. 

YOU HAVE GOT A TRUCK THAT COSTS $300,000. THAT'S 

BEING SENT OUT THERE TO THE SCENE AT $3 OR WHATEVER 

IT IS A GALLON FOR GASOLINE. WHAT WE ARE ASKING FOR 

ON THE ONSITE FEE IS JUST WHAT WE THINK IS A MODEST 

INCREASE. THE AUSTIN POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS 

SUGGESTED $15. FOR WHAT'S CALLED A -- A -- A NON-

CONNECTION FEE. $25 IF THE -- IF THE VEHICLE HAS BEEN 

CONNECTED TO A TOW TRUCK. WE SIMPLY ARE ASKING FOR 

$35 AND $50. AND THAT IS FOUND IN PART 3. OF THE 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE. IT'S -- IT'S -- IT'S UNDER PART 3, 

SECTION A, SUBPARTS 4 AND 5, WE ARE ASKING FOR THAT 

INCREASE. ANOTHER INCREASE GOING BACK TO THESE 

VEHICLES OF 26,000 POUNDS OR OVER. YOU HAVE HEARD 

THIS DISCUSSION THIS MORNING ABOUT HOW THE AUSTIN 

TOWING ASSOCIATION SUGGESTED $1,200 FOR A VEHICLE 

FOR A TOW. HOW THE CITY STAFF CAME BACK, DECIDED IT 

OUGHT TO BE 600. WE SUGGESTED 800. PER VEHICLE. FOR A 

FEE. I'M BEING TOLD BY THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS THAT 

THAT $200 IS IMPORTANT, THEY NEED THAT $800 TO MAKE 

THIS WORK. AGAIN THESE ARE MASSIVE, EXPENSIVE 

TRUCKS THAT COST A LOT TO OPERATE, THEY COST A LOT 

TO PURCHASE. THEY HAVE TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE, THEY 

NEED YOU TO GIVE THEM A BIT OF AN INCREASE. LET ME 

SAY THIS GENERALLY ABOUT THE FEES THAT ARE 

PROPOSED THOUGH SAY THEY ARE INCREASES, GENERALLY 

NOT. WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, THEY HAVE TAKEN A FEW 

CATEGORIES OF FEED, LUMPED TOGETHER, THEY ARE NOT 

GETTING AN INCREASE -- [INDISCERNIBLE] SPECIFICALLY TO 

BE CHALLENGED IS THAT ON THE FEE FOR FLATBED TRUCKS 

THAT GO OUT, GO UP FROM $130 TO $150. WE ARE ONLY 

TALKING ABOUT $20 PER TOW THERE, BUT OUR FOLKS ARE 

TELLING US THAT THEY HAVE GOT TO HAVE THAT EXTRA 

MONEY BECAUSE OF THE INCREASED EXPENSES ON THE 

TRUCKS AND ON GASOLINE AND -- AND EMPLOYEES TO BE 

ABLE TO ECONOMICALLY DO THIS. AND WHEN I SAY 



ECONOMICALLY DO THIS, I MEAN TO -- FOLKS ARE WILLING 

TO BE ON THIS NON-CONSENT TOW LIST AND THIS GREAT 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT INCIDENT PROGRAM THAT THE CITY 

SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF ONCE YOU GET PASSED AND IN 

PLACE. BUT THERE'S A REASON WHY THE VOLUNTEERS ON 

THAT PROGRAM, GOING DOWN ALL OF THESE YEARS, IS 

BECAUSE THE FEES ARE TOO LOW AND SOME OF THE 

OTHER THINGS THAT WE ARE TRYING TO WORK ON AND FOR 

THAT REASON THEY ARE EXITING THE MARKETPLACE. THEY 

DON'T WANT TO BE ON THE LIST. SO NOW THE POLICE CHIEF 

IS COMING TO YOU, SAYING THE CITY IS COMING TO YOU 

AND SAYING WE WANT TO MAN DATE THAT ALL OF THESE 

PEOPLE HAVE TO BE ON THE LIST. IF YOU ARE GOING TO 

MANDATE IT, AT LEAST COMPENSATE THEM. GIVE THEM A 

FAIR PRICE FOR WHAT THEY ARE DOING. I'M GOING TO 

MENTION -- ONE OTHER ASPECT OF THIS. ONE OTHER 

CHANGE THAT WE ARE ASKING FOR. THEY SEEM MINOR BUT 

I THINK IT'S VERY IMPORTANT. THE WAY THE ORDINANCE IS 

WRITTEN IT DEFINES TOW TRUCKS OR THE TOW COMPANIES 

AS INCLUDING ALL OF THE EMPLOYEES. OF THAT COMPANY. 

EVERYBODY THAT WORKS FOR IT? AND THE ORDINANCE 

SAYS THAT IF THERE'S ANY VIOLATION OF LAW BY A TOW 

TRUCK COMPANY, THAT -- THAT THERE WAS MORE TO IT 

THAN THAT, BUT BASICALLY ANY VIOLATION OF LAW CAN 

RESULT IN A COMPANY HAVING THEIR LICENSE REVOKED OR 

DENIED, WE ARE FOR THE GOING TO BE ABLE TO MAKE A 

LIVING. WE DON'T THINK THAT IT'S APPROPRIATE TO HAVE A 

STANDARD LIKE THIS THAT MAKES THE COMPANY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EMPLOYEE UNLESS IT HAS IN THERE 

SOME REQUIREMENT [BUZZER SOUNDING] SOME 

REQUIREMENT THAT THE COMPANY KNEW THE EMPLOYEE 

WAS DOING SOMETHING. LET'S SAY THE EMPLOYEE IS 

CONTINUOUSLY GOING OUT IN A TRUCK, NOT HAVING THE 

PROPER EQUIPMENT ON IT. WE ARE SIMPLY ASKING THAT 

THE TOW COMPANY BE RESPONSIBLE IF THEY KNEW OF 

THAT AND THEY ALLOWED IT TO HAPPEN, BUT NOT THAT 

THERE BE SOME SORT OF A -- OF A STRICT LIABILITY WHERE 

THEY JUST HAVE TO -- FOR ANY MISTAKE THAT A LOW LEVEL 

EMPLOYEE MIGHT MAKE THEY WOULD LOSE THEIR LICENSE 

AND BE PUT OUT OF BUSINESS. WE DON'T THINK THAT'S 

REALLY WHEN THE CITY WANTS, WE DON'T THINK THAT'S 

FAIR. SO IN SUMMARY, SOME PEOPLE -- I HAVE BEEN IN 



AUSTIN 20 YEARS, SOME OF MY FRIENDS FROM DALLAS, 

HOUSTON, PLACES LIKE THAT, LIKE TO REFER TO US AS THE 

REPUBLIC OF AUSTIN, THEY SAY WE HAVE DIFFERENT 

THINGS ABOUT US. GREAT UNIQUE THINGS ABOUT US. WE 

ARE NOT DALLAS, WE ARE NOT HOUSTON. AND I DON'T THINK 

THAT THE CITY OF AUSTIN WANTS THESE PEOPLE TO WORK 

FOR FREE. OR WANTS THEM TO BE PUT OUT OF BUSINESS. I 

DON'T THINK THAT'S WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT. PLEASE 

CONSIDER MAKING THESE CHANGES, ONCE THAT GOES TO 

THE POLICE CHIEF, HE CAN'T RAISE THE FEES FOR TWO 

YEARS. IT'S IMPORTANT THAT IT GET DONE NOW, THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH.  

THANK YOU, MR. O BOIL FOR THOSE ASSOCIATIONS BEING 

AT THE TABLE WITH US. THE CHIEF IS A SHE BY THE WAY. 

OUR NEXT SPEAKER IS WES MILLHAM. WES SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK IN OPPOSITION, FOLLOWED BY REBECCA 

KADE, SIGNED UP IN OPPOSITION, GREG GARCIA. ALSO IN 

OPPOSITION. THESE ARE FOLKS SIGNED UP WISHING TO 

SPEAK. GENE GARCIA. VICK SEIS OR SEES, SORRY IF I'M 

MISPRONOUNCING THAT, HENRY JONES. LET'S SEE. 

ACTUALLY MR. DAVENPORT, GO AHEAD AND COME ON UP 

AND ADDRESS US, YOU SIGNED UP EARLIER TO DONATE 

TIME, YOU ARE WELCOME TO TAKE IT YOURSELF, THREE 

MINUTES, WELCOME.  

I REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT I WAS DOING. BUT BILLY 

DAVENPORT I OWN [INDISCERNIBLE] WE STARTED THE 

TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT DEAL APRIL OF 2001. WE 

HAVE BEEN DOING IS EVER SINCE. WHEN WE STARTED 

THERE WERE 39 COMPANIES. OUR -- OUR GOAL WAS TO -- 

WAS TO GET A 20 MINUTE ETA TO -- TO GET THE ROADWAY 

OPEN. HERE IT IS 2006 THERE ARE 19 COMPANIES. AND WE 

HAVE THE ETA DOWN TO 12, 12 -- 12 MINUTES AS AN 

AVERAGE. THE REASON WHY WE HAVE LOST 20 COMPANIES 

IS BECAUSE IT'S A FINANCIAL BURDEN. WE DO NOT MAKE 

ENOUGH TO PAY FOR OUR TIME. THIS PAST WEEK I HAVE 

WORKED THREE ZONES. FOR MONDAY, TUESDAY, 

WEDNESDAY. WE HAVE NOT HAULED A SINGLE CAR. ALL 

FLEE DAYS. INTERSTATE 35, MONDAY 183 TUESDAY, 183 

AGAIN YESTERDAY. WE HAVE NOT HAULED A SINGLE CAR. 

THAT IS THE AVERAGE. SO IF YOU ALL ARE GOING TO FORCE 

EVERYBODY TO PARTICIPATE IT'S GOING TO -- IT'S GOING TO 



ENACT A VERY MONETARY HARDSHIP ON THE SMALLER 

COMPANIES THAT -- THAT, YOU KNOW, DON'T HAVE BUT 

GROUP ONE, TWO OR THREE TRUCKS. THEY CANNOT 

AFFORD TO DO THIS. WE HAVE 19 COMPANIES DOING IT 

NOW, WE LIKE IT, WE -- YOU KNOW WE DO IT, OUR GUYS ARE 

TRAINED, I BELIEVE WE CAN TAKE CARE OF WHAT THE CITY 

WANTS WITHOUT HAVING TO FORCE PEOPLE TO 

PARTICIPATE WITHOUT -- WITHOUT GETTING PAID. IF YOU 

ALL WILL -- WILL TAKE THAT INTO CONSIDERATION, WHEN 

YOU PASS THE ORDINANCE AND MAYBE TAKE OUT THE 

FORCED PARTICIPATION. IF IT DOESN'T WORK AT A LATER 

DATE, THE, YOU KNOW, CHIEF CAN ADD IT BACK AS A RULE. 

THANK YOU ALL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. DAVENPORT. COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: MAYBE I MISUNDERSTOOD IN OUR BRIEFING THIS 

AFTERNOON, I UNDERSTOOD THAT NOBODY WAS FORCED 

TO PARTICIPATE, IT WAS ONLY A CONDITION OF BEING ON A 

ROTATION LIST. IF YOU WANT TO BE ON THE ROTATION LIST 

THEN YOU HAVE TO PARTICIPATE; IS THAT CORRECT.  

AS OF -- YOU KNOW, NOW IT'S A VOLUNTARY. THE 

ORDINANCE YOU ALL ARE GOING TO BE ASKED TO PASS 

MAKES IT YOU HAVE GOT TO PARTICIPATE IN -- TO BE ON 

THE ROTATION LIST.  

STILL VOLUNTARY ON YOUR PART.  

IT'S VOLUNTARY TO BE ON YOUR ROTATION LIST. YEAH. I 

MEAN THERE ARE COMPANIES THAT DON'T HAVE TO BE ON 

YOUR ROTATION LIST.  

I UNDERSTAND. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU MR. DAVENPORT FOR YOUR INPUT.  

AGAIN, I WILL GO THROUGH THE -- THROUGH THE NAMES OF 

FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK, I THINK MOST 

VIRTUALLY ALL OF THESE IN OPPOSITION, IF YOU HEAR 

YOUR NAME, STEP FORWARD AND I WILL TAKE A BREAK. 

DOUG MILLIGAN, MARY MILLIGAN. HELLO, MARY. WELCOME. 



MARY YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES, FOLLOWED BY REED 

COURTNEY. OR RODNEY HALL. WELCOME.  

APPRECIATE YOU ALL HEARING US. I'M -- MY HUSBAND -- I'M 

MARY, MY HUSBAND -- WE HAVE BEEN TOWING HERE IN 

AUSTIN FOR AROUND 35 YEARS. SO WE HAVE DEFINITELY 

SEEN THE THINGS GROW. FROM -- FROM BASICALLY BAD TO 

WORSE. I AGREE WITH -- WITH -- WITH WHAT WAS JUST SAID. 

WE HAVE A SMALL COMPANY AND WHEN THIS FIRST 

STARTED, OUR COMPANY WAS A LITTLE LARGER, OUR 

RECORDS WERE SENT OUT TO SIT FOR THE THREE HOURS 

IN THE MORNING, THREE HOURS IN THE AFTERNOONS. I 

THINK WHAT -- WHAT A LOT OF YOU ARE MISSING IS THAT IF 

THEY GET NOTHING AT ALL, THEN THEY GET NOTHING AT 

ALL FOR THAT DAY. WHERE IF THEY ARE OUT TOWING, OR 

DOING ROTATIONS, THAT'S WHERE THEY MAKE THEIR 

MONEY. SO THAT HURTS A LOT OF 'EM. WE DO HAVE 

TRAINED WRECKER DRIVERS THAT THEN WINCH, TURN 

YOUR CARS OVER, VERY, VERY -- VERY, VERY CONSCIOUS 

OF WHAT WE'RE DOING. I THINK MOST ALL OF THE RECORD 

COMPANIES ARE BECAUSE -- BECAUSE WE WANT THEIR 

NAMES, WE CERTAINLY WANT TO KEEP EVERYBODY SAFE. 

AGAIN, IT JUST DOESN'T SEEM FAIR THAT WE WOULD BE 

FORCED TO DO THAT, IF WE ARE HURTING FOR -- FOR 

EMPLOYEES TO MAKE MONEY. THAT -- THAT IS ONE OF THE 

MAIN THINGS. I THINK EVERYBODY UP THERE REALLY -- 

REALLY SHOULD RIDE IN A WRECKER -- IN A WRECKER ONE 

DAY AND SEE EXACTLY WHAT WE GO THROUGH. THERE'S 

SOME OF US WOMEN THAT DRIVE WRECKERS, AND I THINK 

EVERYBODY OUGHT TO SEE HOW -- HOW A LOT OF TIMES 

PEOPLE ARE RUDE, WE HAVE BEEN ASKED MANY TIMES TO 

TAKE -- TO TAKE PEOPLE HOME THAT HAVE -- THAT I'VE BEEN 

THROWN UP ON MANY TYPES BY POLICE OFFICERS ASKING 

US TO TAKE THEM HOME WHICH WE HAVE AGREED TO DO. 

THEY ARE DRUNK AND THEY THROW UP. WE HAVE BEEN 

ABUSED MANY TIMES. I THINK THAT WHAT WE GET PAID 

SOMETIMES DOES NOT COMPENSATE FOR IT. I DO THINK 

THAT ALL OF YOU GUYS SHOULD RIDE WITH US ONE TIME, 

JUST SEE -- SEE WHAT IT'S LIKE. I THINK THAT YOU WOULD -- 

I THINK THAT YOU WOULD GET A DIFFERENT -- A DIFFERENT 

CONCEPT OF WHAT A WRECKER DRIVER REALLY IS. 

[INDISCERNIBLE] ANYTHING THAT YOU ASK I WILL TRY TO 



ANSWER.  

THANK YOU, ANY QUESTIONS? THANK YOU, MA'AM. AGAIN 

REED COURTNEY. WELCOME, TO BE FOLLOWED BY RODNEY 

HALL.  

I'M REED COURTNER, THE OWNER OF FINGER TOWING 

SERVICE, A SMALLER COMPANY, FOUR TRUCKS ON THE LIST. 

TWO DIFFERENT LISTS, RUSH HOUR WHICH YEAH IS VOLUME 

TER AND THEN THE REGULAR -- VOLUNTARY, THE REGULAR 

ROTATION LIST IS POLICE INITIATED TOWS. I HAVE SOME 

LARGE ACCOUNTS THAT, YOU KNOW, TRAFFIC STARTS 

FLOWING PRETTY EARLY IN THE MORNING, NOW RUSH HOUR 

DOESN'T STOP UNTIL ABOUT 9:30 OR SO. IT NOT 

NECESSARILY BECAUSE OF WRECKS, THERE'S MORE 

PEOPLE, MORE TRAFFIC IN -- THERE'S NOT ENOUGH ROADS. I 

DROVE THIS MORNING FROM ROUND ROCK TO SKID MARKS, 

IT WAS GOOD TIME BECAUSE I LEFT EARLY. BUT I CAN'T 

AFFORD TO SIT OR HAVES SOME OF MY GUYS SIT THERE, 

THE PEOPLE THAT I DO THE OTHER TOWING FOR BE 

PENALIZED BECAUSE I CAN'T GET TO THEM, BECAUSE THEY 

MAY BE BROKE DOWN ON ANOTHER SIDE STREET IF WE ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIT OUT THERE ON THIS RUSH HOUR 

ROTATION. BUT I HAVE BACKED UP OTHER COMPANIES, YOU 

KNOW, IF I HAVE TIME ON THE RUSH HOUR ROTATION. I WISH 

THAT YOU WOULD WORK WITH US HERE. IT'S VOLUNTARY 

NOW, IT'S WORKING. WE HAVE BEEN DOING IT FOR, YOU 

KNOW, FIVE YEARS, THE ASSOCIATION INITIATED THIS. KIND 

OF WORK WITH US, WE ARE WORKING WITH A.P.D. AND 

STUFF. JUST KIND OF HELP US OUT. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. COURTNEY. LET'S SEE OUR 

NEXT SPEAKER IS RODNEY HALL. TO BE FOLLOWED BY 

FRANK SAPS. HELLO, FRANK. JOE AYERS WANTED TO 

DONATE TIME. SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

GENTLEMEN, LADY, I'M NOT A GREAT SPEAKER, I DON'T HAVE 

GREAT FLOWING WORDS TO TELL YOU ALL. IT'S WHAT I SAY 

TO YOU WILL COME FROM MY HEART. THESE ARE THINGS 

THAT ARE REAL IMPORTANT TO THE FOLKS THAT WORK FOR 

ME, THAT PROBABLY WORK FOR OTHER TOWING 

COMPANIES THAT ARE TAXPAYERS IN THE CITY THAT ARE 

HOMEOWNERS THAT ARE LIKE ANY OTHER CITIZEN IN THIS 



CITY AND THAT SHOULD BE TREATED THAT WAY. THERE ARE 

THINGS THAT ARE IN THIS BILL OR THIS PROPOSAL THAT ARE 

WHAT I GUESS -- I GUESS IN -- IN GOVERNMENT TERMS ARE 

RIDERS. WE ARE TALKING ABOUT ONE BILL THAT IS -- THAT 

HAS TO DO WITH MANAGEMENT DURING RUSH HOUR, BUT 

THERE'S MANY OTHER THINGS THAT ARE COVERED HERE. 

SOME THINGS I -- I EVEN FIND HARD TO BELIEVE THAT ARE 

EVEN LEGAL. SUCH AS A TOWING OWNER SUCH AS MYSELF 

AM RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERYTHING THAT -- AND EVERY 

ACTION THAT ANYONE THAT WORKS FOR ME TO THE POINT 

THAT I COULD LOSE MY LICENSE. I THINK THAT -- I THINK 

THAT AS AN EXAMPLE, I WOULD SAY THAT -- LET'S SAY THAT 

-- THAT SANDRA BULLOCK WHO COMES HERE OFTEN ASKED 

TO BE ESCORTED BY SOMEONE FROM THE COUNCIL, PICKS 

MR. THOMAS. MR. MCCRACKEN BEING A YOUNG, VIRLE 

HANDSOME MAN DECIDES MAYBE IT SHOULD BE HIM.  

YOU ARE REALLY IN TROUBLE NOW.  

McCracken: CAN YOU START COMING BACK TO EVERY 

MEETING [LAUGHTER]  

Mayor Wynn: YOU HAVE GONE TO MIDLAND NOW.  

NOW, MR. THOMAS OF COURSE TAKES OFFENSE AT WHAT 

MR. MCCRACKEN HAS TO SAY, OUT IN THE ALLEY. NOT GOOD 

LOOKING. MAYBE WHEN IT'S OVER WITH, NEITHER ONE OF 

THEM ARE VERY GOOD LOOKING. THEY HAVE BEEN ROLLING 

AROUND IN THE DIRT OUT THERE. BECAUSE OF THEIR 

ACTIONS, MR. WYNN, WHO HAS -- WHO IS AN OUTSTANDING 

CITIZEN LOSES HIS JOB. THE WHOLE CITY IS SHUT DOWN ON 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THESE TWO MEN HAVE A REACTION 

OUT HERE. IT ISN'T EVEN NECESSARILY JOB RELATED. BUT 

BECAUSE THEY RECEIVE SOME KIND OF -- SOME KIND OF A 

FINE OR SOME KIND OF A -- OF A -- OF A POLICE ACTION, IT 

NOW INVOLVES WHAT -- WHAT HAPPENS TO EVERYONE IN 

THE CITY COUNCIL. AND I THINK THERE ARE -- THERE ARE 

MANY THINGS IN THIS BILL THAT ARE LIKE THAT. I WOULD -- I 

WOULD REALLY ASK AND PLEAD THAT THIS CITY COUNCIL 

WOULD LOOK AT ALL OF THE OTHER THINGS THERE BESIDE 

THE MANAGEMENT CONTROL OF WHAT'S GOING ON -- ON 

THE SIDE OF THE ROAD DURING RUSH HOUR. I -- THE LAST 

TIME WE WERE HERE I BROUGHT MORE OF MY EMPLOYEES 



AND WOULD WANT THEM TO STAND UP AND LET YOU SEE 

THEM BUT UNFORTUNATELY WE WERE HERE LAST TIME, WE 

DIDN'T GET TO SPEAK, THEY HAD TO DO THEIR JOBS, I ONLY 

BROUGHT MR. AYERS, ANYONE WHO WAS HERE WITH THE 

TOWING COMPANY COULD STAND AND SEE JUST WHO YOU 

REPRESENT, YOU ARE OUR CITY COUNCIL, AS MUCH AS YOU 

ARE ANYONE ELSE'S. MY DAUGHTER WHO WAS MY 

MANAGER NOW CAME WITH ME, SHE WAS IN THE FIRST 

WAVE IN SAUDI ARABIA, I WAS IN VIETNAM, MY FATHER WAS 

IN WORLD WAR II, MY GRANDFATHER WAS IN WORLD WAR I, 

WE WENT AND WERE CALLED BY OUR GOVERNMENT TO 

REPRESENT OUR COUNTRY TO DEFEND CERTAIN RIGHTS 

THAT OUR CONGRESS GAVE US WAY BACK. WHEN I GO TO -- 

TO WASHINGTON D.C., I GO TO THE WALL, TO SAY HELLO TO 

A FEW OF MY FRIENDS THERE I HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF A 

PROBLEM WITH THAT BECAUSE IT'S BEEN A WHILE. WHEN I 

GO UP ON THE -- THERE'S A FAMOUS ARCHITECT 

SCULPTURE THAT DID SOME MEN THERE. THERE'S THREE OF 

THEM, THEY ARE LOOKING DOWN ON THE WALL. WHEN I GET 

THERE, I LOSE IT, I CAN'T HANDLE IT. BECAUSE TO ME THEY 

ARE LOOKING AT THE WALL, THEY ARE SAYING GEE, GUYS, 

WE ARE SORRY WE LEFT YOU BEHIND. TO TONIGHT I'M 

ASKING YOU WOULD YOU READ THIS THROUGH AND LOOK 

AT ALL OF THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THERE, NOT JUST THE 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT? I UNDERSTAND THE CITY'S DESIRE 

FOR THAT. I AGREE WITH IT. THE ONLY THING THAT I'M 

SAYING IS WOULD YOU LOOK AT THE WHOLE THING, ALL OF 

THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THERE THAT ARE GOING TO 

PERTAIN TO ALL OF US, I WOULD ASK YOU TONIGHT, DO NOT 

LEAVE US BEHIND. [ APPLAUSE ]  

THANK YOU. AGREEMENT CARPENTER, SIGN -- GRAHAM 

CARPENTER WISHING TO SPEAK AGAINST, JOSH REEVES, 

JOHN SCHROUT, ERIC VAN WARNER. LYNDON SMITH -- OKAY 

-- OKAY, IS -- WHY DON'T YOU COME FORWARD. FAIR 

ENOUGH. LET'S SEE. STEVE WILKERSON. JESS HORTON. 

WELCOME. YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

THANK YOU.  

MY NAME IS JESS WHARTON. THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME 

SPEAK HERE TODAY. I'M A PROFESSIONAL TOWING 

OPERATOR, HAVE BEEN FOR THE LAST 15 YEARS. VERY 



PROUD OF IT. -- WHAT I WANT TO BRING UP, IS THAT -- IS 

THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE TOWING INDUSTRY IS NOT 

WHAT IT WAS 15 YEARS AGO. IT'S TOTALLY DIFFERENT NOW. 

YOU ARE -- YOU ARE SEEING A LOT MORE PRESENCE OF 

PROFESSIONALISM, ADAPTING TO THE RULES AND EVEN -- 

EVEN TRYING TO CHANGE THINGS SO THAT THERE ARE 

BETTER RULES TOWARDS THE INDUSTRY ITSELF. SELF 

REGULATION IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US. -- NOW AS FAR AS -

- AS FAR AS THIS -- AS FAR AS THIS -- AS FAR AS THIS THE 

ORDINANCES TO BE CHANGED TODAY AND WITH THE TIMS 

PROGRAM, I DON'T BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NOT ONE -- 

TOWING COMPANY IN AUSTIN RIGHT NOW THAT DOES NOT 

BELIEVE WHOLEHEARTEDLY THAT -- THAT AN INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN. BUT -- BUT WHAT WE ARE FINDING HERE IS -- IS 

THAT WE ARE NOT HAVING A LOT OF FAITH RIGHT NOW IN 

THE STUDY THAT'S BEEN DONE TOWARDS THIS -- TOWARDS 

THIS TOWING INCIDENT MANAGEMENT. I'M FINDING A -- 

FINDING A LOT OF THINGS THAT ARE VERY SIMILAR TO -- TO 

THE DALLAS AS FAR AS THE PRESENTATION AS FAR AS -- AS 

FAR AS DALLAS WE ARE -- WE ARE VERY UNIQUE FROM 

DALLAS, AS FAR AS THE WAY WE ARE SET UP. AND I CAN'T 

SEE THE TWO BEING ANYTHING -- ANYTHING CLOSE TO 

BEING SIMILAR. HAS THERE BEEN AND HOW MUCH OF A 

STUDY WAS THERE BEFORE -- BEFORE WE CAME UP WITH -- 

WITH THIS NEW PROGRAM IS ONE OF MY QUESTIONS. THAT'S 

ONE OF THE -- THAT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO US, WE DON'T 

WANT TO FEEL LIKE THIS IS A GENERIC BRANDING OF A -- OF 

AN INCIDENT MANAGEMENT BEING IMPLEMENTED TOWARDS 

US. FOR US TO BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN. THE SECOND 

QUESTION THAT I HAVE IS -- IS I'M -- I'M PUZZLED BY THE -- BY 

THE NON-CONSENT TOWING PART OF THE TIMS PROGRAM, 

PART OF -- PAR OF THE TRANSPORTATION CODE, 545, 

STATES THAT -- STATES THAT WE CAN -- WE CAN -- WE CAN 

TAKE A -- TAKE A VEHICLE, A TOWING COMPANY, A TOWING 

OPERATOR MAY TAKE A VEHICLE FROM THE PUBLIC ROAD, 

WHATEVER IT MAY BE, WHEN DIRECTED BY A POLICE 

OFFICER TO DO SO AND PUT IT INTO A -- INTO A SAFE AREA 

DESIGNATED BY THE POLICE OFFICER. THAT'S A GIVEN, THE 

SECOND PART IS -- IS PUZZLING TO US [BUZZER SOUNDING] 

BECAUSE, I WILL FINISH VERY QUICKLY -- AS FAR AS THE 

LAWS GO IN THE STATE OF TEXAS, ACCORDING TO 683, 643, I 



APOLOGIZE. STATES THAT A TOWING COMPANY WITHOUT 

THE DIRECTION OF THE POLICE OFFICER MUST TAKE THAT 

VEHICLE TO -- TO A VEHICLE STORAGE FACILITY. THAT'S BY 

LAW. WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO TAKE IT ANYWHERE ELSE 

BUT THERE. SO -- SO THAT WOULD BE MY SECOND PART OF 

IT IS HOW WOULD THAT IMPLEMENT INTO THIS INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT KNOWING THAT WE WOULD BE VIOLATING A 

LAW TO DO SO WITHOUT A POLICE OFFICER BEING THERE. I 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND -- AND I'LL STAND BY FOR 

ANY QUESTIONS.  

THANK YOU, MR. HORTON. THANK ALL OF YOU ALL FOR ALL 

OF THESE QUESTIONS, I THINK HERE IF A FEW QUESTIONS, 

STAFF, RESPOND ALL OF THEM TO HELP US FIGURE OUT 

THIS PROPOSAL. LES JULIANO. WELCOME, THREE MINUTES 

FOLLOWED BY DUANE SEL SELLMAN OR LEWIS CLARK.  

[ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

MY DRIVERS ARE NOW ONLY GOING TO GET ROUGHLY TWO 

TO THREE DOLLARS BECAUSE THEY WORK ON COMMISSION. 

I FEEL THAT WE NEED THE RAISE FOR THE OTS'S. IT'S VERY 

IMPORTANT. ROUGHLY SIX YEARS AGO WE GOT THE RAISE 

TO THE 95 FROM A 65. NOW ALL Y'ALL ARE DOING IS YOU'RE 

TAKING AWAY OUR FLATBED FEE AND SAYING WE CAN DO IT 

FOR $130. WE'RE NOT GETTING A RAISE. THERE'S NO RAISE 

COMING HERE. YOU'RE NOW SAYING IT'S A FLAT FEE OF 

$130, BUT 80 TO 90 PERCENT OF THE TOES DOWN OUT 

THERE ON A ROTATION BASIS IS $130 AS IT IS ALREADY. I 

DON'T KNOW HOW WE CAME UP WITH THE STUDY. I DON'T 

KNOW HOW THE CITY CAME UP WITH THE STUDY. I'VE NEVER 

SEEN THE STUDY. I KNOW YOU'RE COMPARING IT TO EL 

PASO, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BUT AGAIN, WE'RE -- AS MAYOR 

PRO TEM SAID, WE ARE AUSTIN. THAT'S WHO WE ARE. WE'RE 

NOT DALLAS, WE'RE NOT HOUSTON, WE'RE NOT EL PASO, 

WE'RE AUSTIN. WE'VE GOT DIFFERENT KIND OF -- TRAFFIC'S 

TERRIBLE. WE'VE GOT DIFFERENT STUFF WE HAVE TO DEAL 

WITH. WITH THE TIM'S PROGRAM IS SOMETHING ELSE THAT I 

WOULD LIKE Y'ALL TO UNDERSTAND. IT'S VERY DANGEROUS 

TO DO WHAT WE DO. WE'RE ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD AND 

AS A.P.D., AS TEXAS, TEXAS ITSELF HAS CALLED US FIRST 

RESPONDERS. WE ARE FIRST RESPONDERS. Y'ALL ARE 

ASKING US TO BE FIRST RESPONDERS, WHICH WE HAVE NO 



PROBLEM. WE WILL GO BLOCK THE ROADWAY, WE WILL 

SHUT IT DOWN TO WHAT WE HAVE TO DO TO MAKE SURE 

THE ROADWAY IS SAFE AND THE PUBLIC'S SAFE, BUT ONCE 

WE DO THAT AND WE SPEND HALF A DAY DOING IT, WE GO 

OUT THERE AND WE SAY HEY, WE WANT TO TOW YOUR CAR, 

THEY SAY NO, WE'RE TRIPLE A. SO NOW WE'RE SPENT 

HOURS DEALING WITH THIS AND WE GET NOTHING OUT OF 

IT. Y'ALL SAY WE'RE NOT GETTING FORCED TO DO THIS. THIS 

IS NOT SOMETHING WE'RE BEING FORCED TO. SMALL 

COMPANIES THAT ARE OUT THERE, WHICH I WAS AT THAT 

TIME. WHEN I STARTED THIS THING I HAD ONE TRUCK. I WAS 

DOING IT MYSELF. ONCE WE'RE DOING ALL THIS -- I'LL FINISH 

REAL QUICK. THE MAJORITY OF ALL THESE COMPANIES ARE 

ALL SMALL COMPANIES. THEY NEED THIS ROTATION TO DO 

IT. AND Y'ALL ARE MAKING THEM DO RUSH HOUR ROTATION 

WHEN THEY ONLY HAVE TWO TRUCK. THEY CAN'T AFFORD 

IT. THEY HONESTLY CAN'T AFFORD IT. YOU WILL SHUT DOWN 

A LOT OF COMPANIES BY DOING THIS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. DWAYNE SELLMAN SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK AGAINST AS�� DID LOUISE CLARK, AS 

DID JUAN GONZALES. FRANKLIN SAPP? THANK YOU. IT 

LOOKS LIKE BOBBY NU. WELCOME. YOU WILL HAVE THREE 

MINUTES TO BE FOLLOWED BY PERHAPS DOMINGO 

LONGORIA OR IN A TASHA ADAMS.  

GOOD EVENING, MY NAME IS BOBBY NU, PRESIDENT OF 

SOUTH SIDE WRECKER. WHAT I WANT TO TALK ABOUT IS THE 

COST OF RUNNING THE BIG TRUCKS, THE BIG WRECKERS. I'M 

HANDING OUT A LITTLE FLYER WE COME UP WITH ALONG 

WITH A PICTURE OF ONE OF THE BIG TRUCKS. THESE BIG 

WRECKERS ARE ANYWHERE FROM 350 TO $475,000. THE 

TRUCKS RIGHT BELOW THEM, THE MEDIUM DUTY TRUCKS 

ARE ANYWHERE FROM 200 TO 300,000. ON THE FIRST PAGE 

WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HERE IS TRUCK WRECKS. AND 

THEY DO HAVE A BIG PROBLEM SHUTTING DOWN 35 IN 

TOWN, EXCUSE ME, CITY LIMITS AND EVERYTHING. IT SHOWS 

A PICTURE OF A BIG TRUCKS, IT'S SHOWING THE AIR BAGS. 

THE SECOND PAGE IS SHOWING THE AIR BAGS TURNING 

OVER A BIG TRUCK WITH THE HELP OF A ROTATOR OR BIG 

WRECKER. AND IT'S TALKING ABOUT HAVING THE RIGHT 

PERSONNEL, THE RIGHT TRAINING EXPERIENCE, THE RIGHT 

EQUIPMENT MEANS WE CAN FULLY COMPLETE AND 



RECOVER A CLEANUP OPERATION MORE EFFICIENTLY IN 

LESS TIME. THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS IS TO DO THE JOB RIGHT 

THE FIRST TIME. YOU KNOW, IT TAKES ANYWHERE FROM 

TWO HOURS TO 10 10 HOURS TO TURN OVER AN 18-

WHEELER, JUST DEPENDS ON WHAT KIND OF CARGO IT'S 

CARRYING, WHETHER IT'S HAZARDOUS MATERIAL OR WHEN 

YOU HAVE TO UNLOAD IT BY HAND OR YOU CAN ACTUALLY 

USE AIR BAGS. THE THIRD PAGE SHOWS YOU WHAT THE 

COST OF A SET OF AIR BAGS IS. THEY'RE ABOUT $30,000 A 

SET. THERE'S TWO COMPANIES IN THIS TOWN THAT HAVE 

THE AIR BAGS. THEY WILL HELP YOU SPEED UP THE 

RECOVERY TIME OF TURNING THESE TRUCKS OVER AND 

EVERYTHING. THE FOURTH PAGE SHOWS YOU WHAT WE 

CHARGE NOW TO GO OUT TO THESE TRUCK WRECKS AND 

WORK WITH THESE BIG WRKERS AND -- WRECKERS AND OUR 

HELP AND EVERYTHING AND WHAT IT COSTS US TO 

OPERATE. INSURANCE ON THESE BIG TRUCKS IS ABOUT 

$2,500 A MONTH. THAT'S INSURANCE ALONE. THAT'S NOT 

COUNTING ANOTHER $100,000 A YEAR YOU HAVE TO HAVE 

TO HAVE A DRIVER THAT IS CERTIFIED, THAT HAS GONE TO 

SCHOOL TO LEARN HOW TO DO THE RECOVERY WORK AND 

STUFF LIKE THAT. THERE ARE FOUR COMPANIES IN AUSTIN 

THAT ARE ON ROTATION OF BIG TRUCKS AT THIS TIME RIGHT 

NOW. WE'RE ASKING THAT THE FEES BE -- WE ASKED FOR 

1200. THE CITY SET IT AT 600. WE'RE ASKING THEM FOR 800. 

AND BASICALLY IT'S TO RECOVER SOME OF THE COST OF 

THE EQUIPMENT AND MANPOWER THAT WE HAVE TO HAVE 

TO CLEAR THE HIGHWAY AND TO WORK THESE BIG TRUCK 

WRECKS. NATIONWIDE THE AVERAGE COST OF A TRUCK 

WRECK IS ABOUT 7500 TO $10,000. IT TAKES METAL TO MOVE 

METAL. AND THAT IS WHAT WE'RE UP HERE ASKING FOR 

TONIGHT AND THAT'S WHY WE'RE ASKING FOR THE $800. 

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. NU. GOOD INFORMATION TO 

HAVE. DOMINGO LONGORIA. OKAY. THANK YOU. IN A TASHA 

ADAMS? OKAY. LET'S SEE, KATHY KRAMER? WELCOME, 

KATHY. AND THEN YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY MARK HALL.  

GOOD EVENING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. WE'RE GOING TO 

HAVE TO STOP MEETING LIKE THIS. OUR SPOUSES ARE 

GOING TO TALK, 11:00. ANYWAY, GOOD EVENING. MY 

HUSBAND AND I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE WRECKER 



INDUSTRY SINCE HE FIRST FELL IN LOVE WITH TOW TRUCKS 

IN 1978. WE STARTED OUR OWN COMPANY IN 1989 AND HAVE 

BEEN IN BUSINESS SINCE. IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, I'M GOING 

TO READ FROM A HASTILY WRITTEN SCRIPT. ON OR ABOUT 

MARCH OF 2001, THE CITY COUNCIL PASSED AN ORDINANCE 

INCREASING THE NON-CONSENT TOW FEE SCHEDULE AND 

IMPLEMENTING THE TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM. IT HAS BEEN IN PLACE AND WORKING FOR THE 

BETTERMENT OF TRAFFIC ISSUE IN AUSTIN'S MAJOR 

ROADWAYS ALL THIS TIME. THIS PROJECT WAS PUT INTO 

PLACE CONDITIONALLY. IT WAS TO BE REVIEWED BY THE 

TEAM OF A.P.D. OFFICERS, BOARD OF -- BOARD MEMBERS OF 

THE AUSTIN TOWING ASSOCIATION AND AT THAT TIME 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER TOBY FUTRELL AFTER 180 DAYS 

AND BE ALTERED IF NECESSARY. WORK WAS DONE BY US, 

CHANGES WERE PROPOSED, AND WE THOUGHT AGREED 

UPON. THAT WAS IN OCTOBER OF 2004. NOTHING HAS BEEN 

DONE SINCE. SUDDENLY WE HEAR THE MAYOR AND MR. 

MCCRACKEN HAVE COME UP WITH A NEW PLAN AIMED AT 

IMPROVING OUR RESPONSE TIME. FROM THE 12 MINUTES 

THAT WE'RE ALREADY PROVIDING TO NOW 10 MINUTES. 

ADDING MORE COMPANIES TO THE MIX IS NOT THE ANSWER. 

IT WILL ONLY PUT AN UNFAIR BURDEN ON MANY OF THE 

COMPANIES CURRENTLY ON ROTATION. INSTEAD OF 

RELYING ON THE CURRENT COMMITTED COMPANIES, YOU'LL 

BE DEMANDING THAT MANY MORE COMPANIES SHARE IN 

THE SAME SEVEN HOURS OF OFTEN TIMES NO INCOME OR 

AT THE VERY LEAST YOU WILL BE CUTTING THE SAME 

POSSIBLE INCOME THAT WE COULD RECOUP FROM THE 

COMPANIES WHO HAVE STOOD BY OUR COMMITMENT FOR 

THE LAST FIVE YEARS TO THE TRAFFIC INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. PLEASE DON'T ASK ANY MORE OF 

US TO HAVE TO EITHER PAY OUR DRIVERS TO SIT ON THE 

ROAD OR FORCE THEM TO LOSE POTENTIAL INCOME, THOSE 

THAT ARE COMMISSIONED. EARLIER CHIEF -- I'M SORRY. 

EARLIER THE DEPUTY CHIEF CARTER -- I'M SORRY, I'M USED 

TO CALLING YOU COMMANDER CARTER. DEPUTY CHIEF 

CARTER ADDRESSED THE CONGESTION ISSUE. BY ADDING 

MORE TOW TRUCKS TO THE ROADWAYS BY MAKING THE 

ZONES SMALLER, I SUPPOSE, YOU WILL ONLY BE ADDING TO 

THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES ON THE HIGHWAYS AS WELL AS 

ADDING TO THE POLLUTION ISSUES. THAT ISN'T A GOOD 



ANSWER FOR ANYONE. AUSTIN ALREADY HAS ISSUES OF 

POLLUTION. THAT'S WHY WE NOW DO EMISSIONS TESTING 

AND WHY TODAY WAS AN OZONE DAY. WHEN WE FIRST 

MOVED TO TOWN IN 1973, WE WENT OUT SCOPING OUR 

DIGS. WE WENT SOUTH. WE GOT TO BEN WHITE AND WE 

WERE PRETTY MUCH OUT OF THE CITY LIMITS. WE WENT ON 

TOWARDS SAN MARCOS AND WE SAW AN EXIT FOR WILLIAM 

CANNON. WE WANDERED WHAT AN WILLIAM CANNON. IN THE 

MIDDLE OF THE HEY PASTURES THERE WAS A BEAUTIFUL 

DIED DWOOIDED ROAD CALLED WILLIAM CANNON. MY 

PERSONAL OPINION IS THAT WAS AUSTIN'S LAST BEST PLAN. 

WE'VE BEEN PLAYING CATCHUP EVER SINCE, PUTTING MORE 

TOW TRUCKS ON THE ROAD IS NOT AN ANSWER TO THE 

PROBLEMS AND CLEARING THE ROADWAYS. MORE 

ROADWAYS IS. FORCING WRECKER SERVICES TO ACCEPT 

CREDIT CARDS AS A FORM OF PAYMENT PLACES AN UNDUE 

PAYMENT ON THE INDIVIDUAL COMPANIES. I FOR ONE 

CANNOT AFFORD THE ONLY COMPANY THAT WILL ALLOW ME 

TO PROVIDE CREDIT CARDS. THEY ARE -- FOR SOME 

REASON, IN ORDER TO ACCEPT CREDIT CARD AT THE SAME 

TIME PAIMENTS, YOU HAVE TO HAVE GOOD CREDIT. I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND THAT, BUT I'VE CHECKED WITH SEVEN 

COMPANIES. ONE COMPANY THAT I COULD FIND THAT WILL 

ALLOW ME TO TAKE CREDIT CARDS IS GOING TO CHARGE ME 

50 CENTS PLUS 3.2% OF EACH TRANSACTION IF I SWIPE THE 

CARD. THEY'RE GOING TO CHARGE ME 75 CENTS PLUS THE 

SAME 3.2% IF I MANUALLY INPUT THE CARD NUMBER. 

THEY'RE GOING TO CHARGE ME A DOLLAR PLUS THE SAME 

PERCENTAGE FOR EVERY INPUT IF I HAVE TO PHONE IT IN. IF 

MY DRIVERS HAVE TO TAKE A CREDIT CARD AT 3:00 IN THE 

MORNING WHEN I DON'T HAVE A DISPATCHER SITTING IN MY 

OFFICE, THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO CALL IT IN. 

PERSONALLY I WOULD PREFER THAT YOU REQUIRE ME TO 

TAKE A CHECK AND THEN IF THE CHECK IS INSUFFICIENT 

FOR ANY REASON, YOU MAKE IT PART OF THE ORDINANCE 

LIKE YOU HAVE IF SOMEBODY COMES TO GET THEIR ARREST 

CAR AT MY STORAGE FACILITY AND THEY DON'T PAY ME OR 

DON'T HAVE MY PERMISSION, YOU'VE SPECIFICALLY 

WRITTEN THAT INTO ORDINANCE THAT THAT IS A VIOLATION. 

I WOULD PREFER THAT YOU HAVE US TAKE A PERSONAL 

CHECK AND HAVE THEM SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES IF IT'S 



INSUFFICIENT FOR ANY REASON. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: MARK HOLE, WELCOME. AND LET'S SEE, THREE 

FOLKS OFFERED TO DONATE TIME TO YOU, MR. HOLES, SO 

NOW YOU HAVE UP TO 12 MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

I'M GOING TO TRY TO SUMMARIZE BASICALLY THE POINTS OF 

THE TOWING ASSOCIATION AND WITH MY CLIENTS. 

CURRENTLY THERE IS A PROGRAM ALREADY IN PLACE, AND 

THE THING I THINK THE COUNCIL IS NOT UNDERSTANDING IS 

THAT THERE ARE TWO LISTS. THERE'S A ROTATION LIST AND 

THEN A RUSH HOUR ROTATION LIST CURRENTLY. IF YOU 

WERE REMOVED FROM THE RUSH HOUR ROTATION LIST, 

YOU COULD STILL REMAIN ON THE ROTATION LIST. THE 

CURRENT ORDINANCE THAT'S BEING PROPOSED IS GOING 

TO SAY IF YOU ARE REMOVED FROM THE TRAFFIC INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, YOU ARE THEN REMOVED FROM 

THE ROTATION LIST. THESE ARE TWO SEPARATE LISTS THAT 

ARE NOW BEING COMBINED INTO ONE, SAYING IF YOU DO 

NOT MANDATORILY PARTICIPATE IN THE NEW TRAFFIC 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, YOU ARE OFF BOTH LISTS. 

THERE'S FIVE THINGS THAT THE ASSOCIATION WAS TALKING 

ABOUT. THE FIRST IS THAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO AMEND THE 

ORDINANCE NOT TO REQUIRE CREDIT CARDS. I KNOW MANY 

PEOPLE HAVE TALKED ABOUT THAT. I KNOW MY CLIENTS 

HAVE NUMEROUS RETURNS OR PEOPLE CALLING AND 

SAYING THEY DO NOT AUTHORIZE THIS CHARGE AND HAVE 

LOST OUT ON UP TO 50% OF THEIR ACCEPTED CREDIT CARD 

FEES. ALSO THE ORDINANCE DOESN'T ADDRESS THE 

CONVENIENCE FEES THAT THE CREDIT CARD COMPANIES 

CHARGE, SO YOU'RE GIVING THEM A RATE OF $130 EVEN 

THOUGH THEY ARE STILL BEING CHARGED 3.2% ON THAT 

$130, WHICH YOU'RE NOT ALLOWING THEM TO CHARGE BACK 

TO THE PERSON WHO THEY TOWED THE VEHICLE FOR. THE 

OTS FEES ON THE SITE FEES ARE AT 15 AND $25. THEY'VE 

BEEN THAT WAY FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. CURRENTLY IF 

YOU BACK UP TO A VEHICLE AND ARE STARTING TO LOAD IT, 

IT'S $15. IF YOU'RE FULLY LOADED, BUT STILL ON THE 

PROPERTY, STILL AT THAT LOCATION, IT'S $25. AND THESE 

PEOPLE ARE SITTING THERE WORKING 30, 40 MINUTES 

SOMETIMES TO LOAD A VEHICLE AND ONLY GOING TO GET 

PAID $25. THAT'S UNFAIR. WE'RE ASKING FOR THAT TO BE 

RAISED TO 35 AND 50. ANOTHER POINT THAT WE'RE TALKING 



ABOUT IS THAT VEHICLES, THE LARGE VEHICLES OF 26,000 

POUNDS AND ABOVE, THE FEE IS BEING ASKED TO BE 

RAISED TO $800. I KNOW BOBBY TALKED A MAJORITY ABOUT 

THAT ABOUT HOW MUCH THE VEHICLES ACTUALLY COST, 

HOW MUCH THE FUEL COSTS, HOW MUCH THE TRAINING OF 

THESE PEOPLE THAT DRIVE THESE VEHICLES. IT'S A VERY 

NARROW VERSION. NOT ALL OF THESE DRIVERS CAN COME 

OUT HERE AND DRIVE ONE OF THOSE VEHICLES AND TOW A 

TRACTOR-TRAILER OFF I-35 THAT'S TIPPED OVER. THERE'S 

NO SAFETY PROGRAM IMPLEMENT UNDERSTAND THIS 

ORDINANCE. THERE'S NO TRAINING IMPLEMENT 

UNDERSTAND THIS ORDINANCE. THE DEFINITION OF A TOW 

COMPANY. CURRENTLY IT READS IN THE ORDINANCE A 

TOWING COMPANY MEANS A PERSON OPERATING A TOW 

TRUCK REGISTERED UNDER CHAPTER 643 OF THE TEXAS 

TRANSPORTATION CODE AND INCLUDES THE OWNER, 

OPERATOR, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT OF A TOWING COMPANY, 

BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE 

STATES. MR. SAPP MADE THIS NICE METAPHOR ABOUT 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN AND MR. THOMAS ABOUT 

HOW MAYOR WYNN COULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ACTIONS OF THESE TWO GENTLEMEN. THE SAME THING 

COULD BE HAPPENING FOR THESE OWNERS. THEY COULD 

BE THROWN OFF AND REMOVED FROM NOT ONLY THE 

ROTATION LIST, BUT WE MOVED -- HAVE THEIR CERTIFICATE 

OF REGISTRATION ON THEIR TRUCKS AND THEIR LICENSES 

REMOVED BECAUSE OF THE ACTION OF THEIR EMPLOYEES. 

WE'RE ASKING AND WE HAVE ASKED NUMEROUS TIMES THAT 

THIS BE AMENDED TO SAY IF THEY KNOWINGLY AND 

INTENTIONALLY AUTHORIZE A VIOLATION BY ONE OF THE 

EMPLOYEES, THEN YEAH, HOLD THE TOW COMPANY 

OWNERS RESPONSIBLE, BUT DON'T GROUP THEM 

ALTOGETHER. THE LAST THING THE TOWING ASSOCIATION 

WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT OR POINTED OUT WAS THAT 

THEY WANTED A FEE TO BE RAISED TO $150. NOW, THIS ISN'T 

A FLATBED FEE, THIS IS JUST A FEE OF $150 AND THE 

PROPOSED 130. I KNOW MR. JULIAN KNOW SPOKE TO IT THAT 

CURRENTLY A MAJORITY OF THE CONSIDERS BEING TOWED 

ON ROTATION ARE ALREADY BEING PICKED UP BY FLATBED 

OR SLIDE TRUCKS AND THE CURRENT ORDINANCE SAYS 

THAT YOU GET $95, PLUS A 35-DOLLAR FEE FOR FLATBED 

FEE, WHICH IS $130. SO YOUR $130 YOU'RE GIVING THEM IS 



NOT A PAY INCREASE BY ANY MEANS, IT'S THE SAME 

AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT THEY'RE ALREADY CURRENTLY 

GETTING. FURTHER, THE TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM AS IT SITS, NOT ONLY IS IT REQUIRING PEOPLE TO 

PARTICIPATE, THEY'RE THEN LOSING THE ROTATION LISTS 

THAT IS NOT THE RAPID RUSH HOUR RESPONSE. YOU'RE 

ASKING PEOPLE TO SIT OUT THERE AND WORK FOR FREE. 

PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN TODAY THAT THEY SAT THERE AND 

THEY HAVEN'T TOWED A CAR IN 30, 40 HOURS OF THEIR TIME 

ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD FOR THAT WEEK. HOUSTON 

OFFERS FROM WHAT MY UNDERSTANDING IS, $70. THE CITY 

PAYS THAT FOR THEIR RUSH HOUR RAPID RESPONSE 

PROGRAM. THEY PAY $70 PER VEHICLE TO THESE 

COMPANIES. YOU'RE OFFERING ZERO. YOU'RE ALSO ASKING 

FOR -- NO ONE'S BROUGHT UP, FOR THE ADDITIONAL CITY 

OR THE ADDITIONAL POLICE OFFICERS OR CITY MEMBERS 

TO MONITOR CAMERAS. THE PEOPLE -- THE WAY THESE 

PEOPLE ARE BEING EMPLOYED IS BY RAISING THE 

INSPECTION FEES OF THESE TOW TRUCK OWNERS FROM I 

THINK IT'S $37 CURRENTLY TO $100. AND IT'S BEEN 

BLATANTLY LAID OUT THAT THAT MONEY IS GOING TO GO TO 

PAY FOR PEOPLE TO MONITOR THESE CAMERAS. WHY ISN'T 

IT ASKED TO THE OTHER CITIZENS OF AUSTIN -- YOU'RE 

LAYING IT ALL ON THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE TOW 

OWNERS AND THE TOW COMPANIES. THAT'S UNFAIR TO ASK 

THEM TO WORK FOR FREE, BUT TO ASK THEM TO PAY FOR 

THE POSITIONS YOU'RE CREATING IN YOUR PROGRAM. IN 

SUMMARY, THOSE ARE ALL OF THE POINTS THAT WE'RE 

ASKING FOR. WE'RE ASKING FOR YOU GUYS TO REVIEW 

THIS, READ IT. THERE'S A LOT OF THINGS IN HERE THAT 

AREN'T JUST TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT. YOU CAN'T 

OVERLOOK A LOT OF THE INJUSTICES THAT WE FEEL ARE 

BEING MADE HERE AS FAR AS MISSTATEMENTS OF 

INCREASES IN PAY AND MAKING THESE PEOPLE PAY FOR 

SOMETHING, A PROGRAM THAT THE WHOLE CITY IS GOING 

TO BENEFIT FROM. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO COUNCIL, THAT CONCLUDES 

THE FOLKS WHO HAVE SIGNED UP ON THIS COMBINED 

PUBLIC HEARING, ITEMS 8 AND 32. OBVIOUSLY A LOT OF 

ISSUES, QUESTIONS, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WAS 

RAISED. I WAS HOPING THAT -- I SAW MR. GARZA OVER 



THERE TAKING SOME NOTES AS FOLKS WERE BRINGING UP 

SOME SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ORDINANCE. I'LL 

JUST SAY AS ONE OF THE SPONSORS OF THIS EFFORT, ALL 

OF US AS COUNCILMEMBERS ARE TRYING TO BALANCE A 

NUMBER OF DIFFERENT INTERESTS HERE. OF COURSE, A 

SIGNIFICANT INTEREST IS IN FACT SAFETY AND WE'RE VERY 

CONCERNED ALSO WITH THE SAFETY OF MEN AND WOMEN 

WHO ARE FIRST RESPONDERS TRYING TO HELP US DEAL 

WITH WHAT TRULY IS THE BIGGEST CRISIS IN THIS TOWN, 

WHICH IS TRAFFIC AND EVEN TRAFFIC FATALITIES. SOME 

INTEREST OF PUBLIC SAFETY, OF IMPROVING TRAFFIC FLOW 

BY HAVING INCIDENTS CLEARED AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

THE INTEREST OF THE CONSUMER, THAT IS, FOLKS WHO 

ARE -- FIND THEMSELVES PART OF THE NON-CONSENT TOW 

CYCLE OFTEN TIMES LIKELY NOT THEIR OWN FAULT WHAT'S 

SIMILAR IS WE'RE TRYING TO CRAFT THE BEST PIECE OF 

PUBLIC POLICY WE CAN, BOTH A COMBINATION OF A GOOD 

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERIES OF SYSTEMS AND GOOD 

INFORMATION FLOW AND JUST FUNDAMENTALLY JUST 

HAVING A GOOD, SOUND TOWING ORDINANCE TO BEGIN 

WITH. BUT WITH THAT I'LL EITHER OPEN IT UP FOR 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS OR PERHAPS IF MR. GARZA 

MIGHT WANT TO HELP US SORT OF WALK THROUGH SOME 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. WE HEARD A HANDFUL OF 

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS THAT WERE BROUGHT UP BY SOME OF 

THE SPEAKERS. WELCOME, MR. GARZA.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL. RUDY GARZA, 

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER. I'LL ADDRESS SOME OF THE 

POINTS THAT CAME UP JUST TO CLARIFY. ONE OF THE FIRST 

ONES REGARDING THE SMALLER COMPANIES IS YOU MAY 

RECALL DURING OUR PRESENTATION EARLIER WE DID POINT 

OUT THAT THE CURRENT PROPOSAL DOES ALLOW 

COMPANIES OF FOUR TRUCKS OR LESS TO PASS ON EVERY 

OTHER TIME THAT THEY ARE SCHEDULED TO PARTICIPATE 

IN THE PROGRAM. ADDITIONALLY WE DO BELIEVE THAT THIS 

WILL REDUCE SOME OF THE FREQUENCY THAT SOME OF 

THE CURRENT PARTICIPANTS WOULD HAVE TO BE PRESENT 

DURING THE RUSH HOUR PROGRAM. THE ISSUE -- EXCUSE 

ME. THE ISSUE REGARDING THE RULE ABILITY BY THE CHIEF, 

AS YOU KNOW, THE RULE AUTHORITY OF THE CHIEF IS 

OUTLINED AND IS ACTUALLY CAREFULLY GUIDED BY CITY 



CHARTER. SO IN FACT, IT'S NOT SOMETHING THAT IS A 

COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF ANY PROCESS, BUT RATHER 

THE CHIEF HAS CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS THAT HE HAS TO 

MEET BY CITY CHARTER. IN ADDITION TO THAT, ANY 

DECISIONS THAT ARE MADE BY THE CHIEF CAN CONTINUE 

TO BE APPEALED THROUGH THAT PROCESS UP TO THE CITY 

MANAGER. SO I JUST WANT TO CLARIFY THAT, THAT IT 

DOESN'T ALL SIT AND FINALIZE WITH THE CHIEF 

INDEPENDENTLY. IT IS AGAIN GOVERNED BY OUR CITY 

CHARTER. THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF DISCUSSION ON THE 

VALUE OF BEING ON THE RUSH HOUR PROGRAM. THE 

PROGRAM THAT WE ARE PROPOSING DOES REQUIRE 

SOMEBODY WHO CHOOSES TO BE ON THE ROTATION LIST, 

THE NON-CONSENT ROTATION LIST, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

RUSH HOUR PROGRAM. AND BASED ON THE INFORMATION 

WE'VE REVIEWED AND HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH, THERE'S 

ACTUALLY A TREMENDOUS VALUE OF BEING ON THE 

ROTATION LIST. IN MANY CASES, 50 TO 80% OF SOMEBODY'S 

INCOME COMES FROM BEING ON THAT NON-CONSENT 

ROTATION LIST. SO IT'S BASED ON PERSPECTIVE, BUT THE 

FACT IS THAT BEING ON THE LIST IS DEFINITELY VERY 

BENEFICIAL, AND SO WE DON'T NECESSARILY CONSIDER IT A 

FREE PROGRAM. THERE IS A PAY BACK FOR BEING ON THE 

ROTATION LIST. REGARDING THE FEES THAT HAVE BEEN 

DISCUSSED, THE PROPOSALS THAT WE MADE EARLIER IN 

THE DAY AGAIN WERE BASED ON THE INITIAL FEEDBACK WE 

RECEIVED FROM THE ASSOCIATION, BUT THAT'S AN AREA 

THAT WE WILL BE GLAD TO DISCUSS FURTHER IF THERE'S 

ANY INTEREST THERE. THE ISSUE REGARDING EMPLOYEES, 

THAT IS -- THAT'S CLEARLY A POLICY CONCERN THAT WE 

HAVE. IN MOST ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN, I THINK THE CITY OF AUSTIN WAS AN EXAMPLE THAT 

WAS BEING GIVEN, IN FACT, WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

ACTIONS OF OUR EMPLOYEES, SO WE'RE NOT -- THEREFORE 

WHAT WE ARE PROPOSING IS VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT 

WOULD BE COMMON TO TIME WARNER, SOUTHWESTERN 

BELL OR ANY OTHER AGENCY THAT EMPLOYS INDIVIDUALS 

THAT ARE PROVIDING SERVICES. THE OTHER POINT THAT IS 

REGARDING THE ABILITY FOR OTHER COMPANIES THAT DO 

NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE RUSH HOUR PROGRAM, THAT DO 

NOT PARTICIPATE, NECESSARILY PARTICIPATE IN THE 

ROTATION LIST, GIVING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE 



FIRST ON THE SCENE AND INITIATE A TOW. AS I STATED 

EARLIER IN THE PRESENTATION, THE CURRENT PROPOSAL 

ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS THAT ARE MEMBERS OF MOTOR 

CLUBS TO USE THEIR MOTOR CLUB TOW COMPANY ONCE 

THEY ARE REMOVED FROM THE ROADWAY. AND SO WE 

DON'T HAVE A CONCERN ONCE THEY'RE REMOVED FROM 

THE ROADWAY FROM ONE OF OUR PARTICIPANTS. SOME OF 

THE CONCERNS WE HAVE ARE THAT THE PROGRAM THAT 

WE'RE PROPOSING WE KNOW, BASED ON THE TREMENDOUS 

RESPONSE THAT OUR TOW COMPANIES ARE DOING NOW, 

WE BELIEVE THEY WILL BE SUCCESSFUL. WE DON'T WANT 

TO BE -- WE DON'T WANT TO BE IN A SITUATION WHERE 

THERE'S CONFUSION, MISUNDERSTANDING ON WHO'S GOING 

TO TOW WHERE OR WHEN. WE BELIEVE IT'S MORE CLEAR 

AND EFFICIENT IF WE ALLOW COMPANIES THAT ARE 

PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM TO DO THAT TOW AND 

ALSO GIVE THEM THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ADDITIONAL WORK 

WITH THAT CUSTOMER. BUT AGAIN IT WILL BE UP TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL WHETHER OR NOT THEY CHOOSE TO USE A 

DIFFERENT COMPANY. OUR TOW COMPANIES HAVE DONE A 

TREMENDOUS JOB UNDER THE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM, AND 

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING FOR IS TO EXPAND THAT AND IN FACT 

MAKE IT BETTER. I BELIEVE THERE WAS A CONCERN THAT IN 

SOME OTHER CITIES, PRIVATE COMPANIES THAT ARE NOT 

PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM, IN FACT, IN MORE TIMES 

RESPOND SOONER. I WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE 

THAT ANYBODY WOULD BE SOONER THAN OUR TOW 

COMPANIES. WITH A 12 MINUTE AVERAGE, WE ARE VERY 

SUCCESSFUL AND OUR GOAL WOULD BE TO GO TO 10 

MINUTES. I BELIEVE THOSE ARE ALL THE -- I GUESS THE LAST 

ISSUE ON CREDIT CARDS. IN FACT, THE CREDIT CARD ISSUE 

HAS BEEN SOMETHING THAT HAS BEEN AN ISSUE FOR US 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW. OBVIOUSLY WITH A COLLEGE 

COMMUNITY OF 50,000 STUDENTS,S IT'S A BIG SAFETY 

CONCERN THAT HAS BEEN RAISED AND I BELIEVE THERE'S 

BEEN SEVERAL E-MAILS AND LETTERS THAT HAVE GONE 

DIRECTLY TO COUNCIL FROM PARENTS AND FROM 

STUDENTS CONCERNED ABOUT THE FACT THAT ONCE A 

STUDENT GETS TOWED, MOST OF THE TIME THEY DON'T 

HAVE THE KIND OF CASH THAT THEY NEED AND ARE 

REQUIRED TO GO TO AN ATM OR SOMEHOW FIND THE 

MEANS TO GET CASH, SO WE ARE RESPONDING TO SOME OF 



THE REQUESTS BY THE COMMUNITY TO GIVE THAT 

OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIVIDUALS TO BE IN A MORE SAFE 

ENVIRONMENT AND BE ABLE TO VIEW CREDIT CARDS. I'M 

GOING TO TURN IT OVER TO OUR CITY ATTORNEY TO SEE IF I 

MISSED ANY OF THE KEY POINTS.  

Mayor Wynn:MAYOR COUNCILMEMBERMCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: RUDY, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, OUR CURRENT 

PROGRAM, WHICH HAS A LOWER LEVEL TOW TRUCK 

COMPANY PARTICIPATION, THE TOW TRUCK COMPANIES 

THAT PARTICIPATE IN OUR CURRENT PROGRAM ALREADY 

DO THIS, THE TOWING FOR FREE, RIGHT?  

YES, SIR.  

McCracken: SO WHAT WE'RE JUST ASKING, AS I UNDERSTAND 

IT, IS TO DO WHAT DALLAS ALREADY DOES, WHICH SAYS IF 

YOU WANT TO BE PART OF OUR ROTATION LIST AND GET 

THE ENORMOUS FINANCIAL BENEFITS THAT THIS CITY OF 

TAXPAYER CONTROLLED ROTATION LISTS, THAT YOU'VE GOT 

TO GIVE SOMETHING BACK ALSO. AND SO WHAT WE'RE 

DOING IS LOOKING TO GET MORE PARTICIPATION IN A 

PROGRAM WHERE WE ALREADY OFFER THE FREE TOWS OFF 

OF THE ROAD, IS THAT RIGHT?  

YES, SIR, THAT'S CORRECT.  

McCracken: THE OTHER THING IS THAT WE ARE EMULATING 

OFF THE DALLAS PROGRAM. THE HOUSTON PROGRAM HAS 

HAD SUCCESS, BUT THEY CHARGE FOLKS TO GET THE TOW 

OFF THE ROAD, AND THAT HAS A LOT OF 46. DALLAS' -- 

FRICTION. DALLAS' PROGRAM IS A LOT MORE POPULAR WITH 

THE PUBLIC AND THEY PROVIDE THE FREE TOW OFF THE 

ROAD, WHEREAS HOUSTON CHARGES FOR IT. THE OTHER 

THING THAT'S DIFFERENT FROM WHAT WE'RE DOING 

TONIGHT IS IT'S TRUE THAT WE ARE CURRENTLY ABLE TO 

HAVE AN EXCELLENT 12-MINUTE RESPONSE THANKS TO THE 

GREAT WORK OF OUR TOWING INDUSTRY HERE, BUT WE 

ARE GOING TO EXPAND THOSE NUMBER OF FOLKS WHO 

HAVE TO GET OFF THE ROAD DURING RUSH HOUR. 

CURRENTLY PEOPLE CAN HANG OUT ON THE SHOULDER OF 

THE ROAD FOR 30, 45 MINUTES AND JAM EVERYBODY ELSE 



UP ALL MORNING LONG. WHAT WE'RE SAYING IS TO 

EVERYBODY IN HOUSTON, WE ALL NEED TO PITCH IN 

TOGETHER TO CLEAR THE ROADWAYS DURING RUSH HOUR. 

THAT MEANS ALL OF US AS DRIVERS IN THE MORNING, IF WE 

HAVE A MINOR ACCIDENT, WE NEED TO GET OFF AT THE 

NEXT EXIT AS OPPOSED TO SITTING ON THE SHOULDER. SO 

WHAT WE'RE LOOK TO GO DO IS WHAT DALLAS DOES AND 

HAVE MOTORISTS GET OFF AT THE EXIT AS OPPOSED TO 

SITTING ON THE SHOULDER. IF WE CAN DO THAT WE CAN 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. AND A LOT OF OUR TOW TRUCK 

COMPANIES INCLUDE A LOT OF FOLKS HERE TONIGHT ARE 

PART OF THE CURRENT PROGRAM AND WE REALLY 

APPRECIATE THE WORK YOU'RE DOING. WE WANT TO MAKE 

EVERYBODY ELSE JOIN YOU SO THAT THE RESPONSIBILITY 

IS THAT IT'S SHARED EQUALLY.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? MAYOR PRO 

TEM.  

Thomas: I'VE ALWAYS BELIEVED SOMETHING'S WORKING, 

THEN WHY SHOULD WE GO IN AND TAMPER WITH IT. WE 

CAN'T COMPARE AUSTIN AND DALLAS. DALLAS HAS A 

DIFFERENT TRAFFIC THAN WHAT DALLAS HAS. I THINK THE 

TOWING ASSOCIATION HAS MADE IT VERY CLEAR HOW IT 

WILL AFFECT THEM, AND WE ARE COMMENDING THEM, THE 

WORK THAT THEY'RE DOING. SO I BELIEVE THAT WE NEED 

TO LISTEN TO SOME OF THE CONCERNS THAT THEY DID 

HAVE HERE THAT WILL AFFECT THEM. WE'LL GET TO THE 

FEES IN A MINUTE. I UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY 

STUDENTS AND CREDIT CARDS, BUT THERE ARE PLENTY OF 

ATM MACHINES THAT THEY CAN GET TO. I THINK WHAT IT 

BOILS DOWN TO, IN MY EXPERIENCE WITH TOWING 

COMPANIES, WHAT THEY SAID IS TRUE, THEY CAN CANCEL 

THAT CREDIT CARD AND THEY'RE OUT OF MONEY. SOME OF 

THESE COMPANIES CAN'T AFFORD TO BE OUT OF MONEY. 

THEY LIVE ON THAT. I THINK WE OUGHT TO CONSIDER THAT 

AS FAR AS NUMBER ONE THE CREDIT CARD. IF WE COULD 

MOVE THAT OUT. THAT'S BETWEEN THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN. VIOLATIONS. I KNOW -- 

WE'RE TALKING ABOUT OUR EMPLOYEES, WE ARE 

RESPONSIBLE TO OUR EMPLOYEES, BUT I THINK THAT 

THERE OUGHT TO BE A CLAUSE IN THIS ORDINANCE THAT 

SAY NOT TO PUT THE COMPANY OUT OF BUSINESS, BUT 



SAYING THAT IF THEY HAVE A DRIVER THAT IS HAVING 

PROBLEMS, THAT THE COMPANIES SHOULD DEAL WITH THAT 

DRIVER, BUT NOT TO THE POINT THAT IT WILL PUT A 

COMPANY OUT OF BUSINESS. I THINK WE CAN HANDLE THAT 

A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENTLY IF WE WORD THAT A LITTLE BIT 

DIFFERENT. I THINK THE WORDING WITH THE ATTORNEY 

WAS SAYING WOULD BE EFFECTIVE. ALSO THE NON-

CONSENT ROTATION AS OPPOSED TO THE ROTATION, I 

DON'T THINK THAT'S TOO FRIENDLY BECAUSE IF THEY DON'T 

PARTICIPATE, AND I THINK THEY MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT 

THEY MAKE THEIR MONEY OFF THE ROTATION LIST, AND THE 

SMALL COMPANIES, YOU SAID FOUR TIMES THEY CAN PASS. 

WAS THAT THE RULE?  

ANYBODY WITH FOUR TRUCKS OR LESS CAN PASS EVERY 

OTHER TIME. OR THEY CAN CONTRACT WITH BAIGER 

COMPANY AND GIVE THEIR TIME TO A BIGGER COMPANY TO 

TAKE THEIR SPOT.  

Thomas: I KNOW WE HAVEN'T PASSED THE ORDINANCE, BUT I 

THINK THAT WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT HOPEFULLY THEN 

FRIENDLY THAT I WOULD ASK THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN TO LOOK AT AS FAR AS THE 

CREDIT CARD, DEALING WITH THE VIOLATION OF WHAT THE 

DRIVER DOES AND NOT TO PENALIZE THE COMPANY, BUT 

PUT A WORD IN THERE THAT IF THE DRIVER IS KNOWN TO 

VIOLATE SOMETHING AND THE COMPANY FAILED TO TAKE 

CARE OF THAT DRIVER, THEN I COULD SEE IT PUTS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY BACK ON THE DRIVERS. THE FEES, I THINK 

THEY MADE IT VERY CLEAR ABOUT HOW MUCH THE TRUCKS 

COST, HOW MUCH FUEL COSTS, HOW MUCH THE TRAIN AND 

ALL THAT. I THINK WE COMPROMISED FROM 1200 DOWN TO 

800. I KNOW THE CITY STAFF SAID 600. I HOPE WE CAN 

COMPROMISE TO THE 800. DALLAS IS A LITTLE BIT LARGER, 

BUT DALLAS TRAFFIC IS NOTHING LIKE AUSTIN'S TRAFFIC. IT 

HAS IMPROVED JUST SLIGHTLY, BUT IT HASN'T IMPROVED 

BECAUSE WE HAVE GROWN A LOT IN AUSTIN, SO I THINK 

THEY'RE BEING VERY MODEST. I APPRECIATE THE STAFF 

AND THE ASSOCIATION WORKING TOGETHER BUT I WOULD 

HOPE TONIGHT THAT WE CAN COME TO SOME COMPROMISE 

CLOSE TO WHAT THE DRIVER'S ASSOCIATION HAS ASKED US 

TO CONSIDER. THOSE ARE THE THINGS THAT I WOULD ASK 



THE SPONSORS TO CONSIDER.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MAYOR PRO TEMMENT FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

McCracken: 

MAYOR, ONE THING I NEED TO CLARIFY. I MISSPOKE 

REGARDING EMPLOYEES AND THE IMPACT THAT THEY HAVE 

ON THE COMPANY. THE FACT IS THAT THE ONLY AUTHORITY 

THAT THE CITY WOULD HAVE, IF IN FACT THERE WAS A CASE 

THAT A DECISION WAS MADE THAT THE EMPLOYEE WAS 

LIABLE FOR A VIOLATION, THE ONLY AUTHORITY WE WOULD 

HAVE IS TO REMOVE HIM FROM THE NON-CONSENT 

ROTATION LIST. IN FACT, THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO DO 

BUSINESS IF THEY CHOSE TOO, THEY WOULD JUST NOT 

PARTICIPATE IN OUR PROGRAM, SO THEY WOULD CONTINUE 

DOING THEIR CONSENT TOWS AND PRIVATE TOWS, JUST 

NOT SOMEBODY THAT WOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE NON-

CONSENT ROTATION LIST. AGAIN, IT'S NOT AUTOMATIC. 

WE'VE IDENTIFIED SOME VIOLATIONS, BUT CLEARLY THERE'S 

A PROCESS FOR REVIEW AND APPEAL.  

Thomas: MAYOR, LET ME ASK. MY UNDERSTANDING IS IF 

THERE'S ANY VIOLATION, ON NON-CONSENT OR ROTATION, 

STILL THE COMPANY IS IN VIOLATION, THAT IT WOULD 

AFFECT THE COMPANY. WHAT YOU'RE SAYING, THAT'S NOT 

WHAT I'M UNDERSTANDING. IS THAT WHAT YOU --  

THAT'S CORRECT. THE WRECKER INDUSTRY IS GUIDED BY 

THE TRANSPORTATION CODE. THE ONLY AUTHORITY THAT 

WE HAVE AS A CITY IS THE MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OF 

THE NON-CONSENT TOWS. WE HAVE NO REGULATION -- 

REGULATORY POWERS ON CONSENT TOWS OR THINGS 

THAT THEY DO ON PRIVATE LOTS. THAT'S JUST NOT 

SOMETHING UNDER THE PURVIEW OF CITY GOVERNMENT.  

Thomas: MR. NU, COULD I ASK YOU A QUESTION? IS THAT 

YOUR UNDERSTANDING WHAT MR. GARZA WAS SAYING 

ABOUT --  

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT GIVES US PERMITS TO OPERATE 

IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN AND THEY DO HAVE THE AUTHORITY 



TO PULL THE PERMITS AWAY FROM US. IF THEY DO, THEY'RE 

BASICALLY PUTTING US OUT OF BUSINESS.  

MAY I SPEAK TO THAT. DAVID DOUGLAS WITH THE LAW 

DEPARTMENT. THE CITY ISSUES THREE TYPES OF PERMITS 

WITH REGARD TO TOW TRUCKS. THOSE ARE TOW TRUCK 

OPERATOR LICENSES, TOW TRUCK CERTIFICATIONS FOR 

THE VEHICLE ITSELF, AND THIRDLY, PERMISSION TO BE ON A 

ROTATION LIST. THE PROVISION IN THE CITY CODE THAT I 

BELIEVE THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT THAT CONCERNS THEM 

AND REALLY THE ONLY ONE WHERE THE ACT OF AN 

EMPLOYEE CAN AFFECT THE COMPANY ITSELF IS STAYING 

ON A NON-CONSENT ROTATION LIST. THE OTHERS AREN'T 

WORDED THAT WAY. IT'S THE INDIVIDUAL ACT OF A TOW 

TRUCK DRIVER THAT WOULD GET THEIR TOW TRUCK 

LICENSE PULLED. IT'S THE CONDITION OF THE VEHICLE THAT 

WOULD AFFECT WHETHER THE VEHICLE REMAINS 

CERTIFIED, BUT THE WAY THE ORDINANCE IS WORDED IT 

DOES SAY IF A TOW TRUCK DRIVER ENGAGES IN SOME 

IMPROPER CONDUCT, THAT CAN AFFECT THE COMPANY'S 

ABILITY TO STAY ON A CO-TATION LIST. BUT AGAIN THE CITY 

ONLY REGULATES NON-CONSENT TOWS. THAT'S A MATTER 

OF FEDERAL LAW AND STATE LAW. SO IF THE CITY TOOK 

ACTION AGAINST A TOWING COMPANY BASED ON ITS 

EMPLOYEES ACTION, IT WOULD AFFECT ONLY THEIR NON-

CONSENT ROTATION LIST AUTHORITY. IT WOULD NOT 

AFFECT THEIR BUSINESS TO DO CONSENT TOWS.  

BUT BASICALLY PUT 90 PERCENT OF THE COMPANIES OUT 

OF BUSINESS IF YOU TOOK AWAY OUR PERMIT TO PICK PIK 

UP NON-CONSENT TOWS. TOWS FOR SOMETHING THAT AN 

EMPLOYEE DID THAT THE COMPANY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE 

OF. IF IT'S SOMETHING THAT AN EMPLOYEE DOES AND THE 

COMPANY FINDS OUT ABOUT IT AND THEY TAKE CARE OF 

THEIR EMPLOYEE OR THEY TAKE CARE OF THE SITUATION, 

BASICALLY WHY SHOULD THE POLICE DEPARTMENT BE ABLE 

TO GO AHEAD AND PUT THE COMPANY OUT OF BUSINESS 

ANYWAY? Y'ALL BROUGHT UP TIME WARNER AWHILE AGO 

THAT THEY'RE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES. WE'RE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR EMPLOYEES. WE HAVE INSURANCE 

TO COVER STUFF LIKE THAT, AND -- BUT IF ONE OF MY 

DRIVERS DECIDES EETION GOING TO GO OUT AND 

REPOSSESS A CAR AND IT GETS CALLED IN STOLEN OR 



SOMETHING, I HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF IT, BASICALLY THEY 

COULD PUT ME OUT OF BUSINESS. THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT COULD. AND YOU NEED DUE PROCESS AND 

RIGHT OF APPEAL IN THERE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. NU. MAYOR PRO TEM STILL HAS 

THE FLOOR.  

Thomas: THAT'S WHY I COULDN'T UNDERSTAND WHAT THE 

PURPOSE OF PUTTING THAT IN THERE IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

BECAUSE I THINK -- I THINK THAT THE TOWING COMPANIES 

HAVE TAKEN CARE OF IT IF THERE'S A COMPLAINT, I THINK 

THEY HAVE -- I DON'T THINK WE HAVE ANY LARGE AMOUNT 

OF COMPLAINTS THAT THEY HAVEN'T TOOK CARE OF THOSE 

IF THEY HAVE A DRIVER THAT'S DOING SOMETHING THAT'S 

ILLEGAL.  

MAYOR PRO TEM, THE INTERESTS THAT WE HAD WAS, ONE, 

TO ALLOW THE CITY TO HAVE MORE AUTHORITY TO 

PROTECT OUR CUSTOMERS. AND THE FACT IS THAT MR. NU, 

JUST LIKE MANY OF THE SPEAKERS THAT CAME TODAY IN 

FACT HAVE VERY GOOD TRACK RECORDS AND HAVE DONE 

AN EXCEPTIONAL JOB. WE AREN'T LOOK TO GO PUT PEOPLE 

OUT OF BUSINESS. OUR INTEREST IS TO KEEP PEOPLE SAFE. 

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING FOR AND HOPEFULLY WON'T HAVE TO 

FACE THE SITUATION IS THE BAD CHARACTERS THAT 

CONTINUE TO ENGAGE IN BAD ACTIVITY AND SO THEY -- FOR 

THOSE KIND OF CHARACTERS THAT CONTINUE TO HIRE 

DRIVERS THAT ENGAGE IN BAD ACTIVITY, THIS IS WHAT 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR. BUT CLEARLY SOMEBODY WITH THE 

REPUTATION OF SUCH AS SOUTH SIDE TOWING, AN 

ISOLATED INCIDENT WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT WE 

WOULD CLEARLY TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE ANY 

SEVERE ACTIONS WERE TAKEN. BUT THE FACT IS WE JUST 

WANT TO TAKE CARE OF THOSE BAD CHARACTERS.  

Thomas: I UNDERSTAND THAT, MR. GARZA, BUT WHAT I'M 

SAYING IS THAT FOR YOU TO IMPLEMENT THIS, HAVE YOU 

GOT A LARGE NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS OF THIS OR IS THIS 

SOMEBODY ELSE THOUGHT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO DO? 

BECAUSE I THINK IF WE'RE GOING TO ENFORCE POLICIES 

AND CHANGE THINGS THAT MIGHT AFFECT COMPANIES THAT 

YOU HAVE GIVEN ACCOLADES TO AND NOW WE'RE GOING TO 



ENFORCE SOMETHING THAT MIGHT RUIN A COMPANY 

BECAUSE OF ONE INCIDENT, I THINK WE CAN DO A BETTER 

WORDING THAT IT WON'T AFFECT THESE COMPANIES AND 

STILL HAVE THE EFFECT IN THE ORDINANCE. THAT'S WHERE 

I'M AT.  

I CAN ASK OUR A.P.D. OFFICERS TO RESPOND TO THAT, BUT 

THE FACT IS THAT IF A COMPLAINT CAME IN, WE HAVE NO 

RECOURSE. SO SOMEBODY REALLY COULD NOT GET 

ANYTHING OUT OF CALLING US UNLESS THEY WERE 

PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED, BUT WE DO HAVE A WRECKER 

HOTLINE WHERE WE DO GET SOME COMPLAINTS, BUT 

CLEARLY THAT'S -- THAT WAS THE INTEREST THAT WE WERE 

TRYING TO ADDRESS, AND WE'D BE GLAD TO WORK WITH 

HOWEVER COUNCIL CHOOSES TO PROCEED.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: YEAH. I WOULD -- I DO HAVE A CONCERN THAT IF 

WE DON'T HAVE A PROVISION IN OUR TOWING ORDINANCE 

THAT GIVES THE POLICE CHIEF THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE 

ACTION WHEN YOU HAVE PEOPLE WHO ARE TREATED IN 

INAPPROPRIATE WAYS, A SEXUAL HARASSMENT FOR 

WOMEN WHO HAVE THEIR CARS TOWED AT NIGHT, THING 

LIKE THAT, IF WE DON'T HAVE SOME MECHANISM TO 

PROTECT THE PUBLIC FROM SOMEONE WHO ACTS 

INAPPROPRIATELY, THEN WE ARE ENDANGERING THE 

PUBLIC AND WE NEED TO HAVE SOMETHING IN THERE THAT 

GIVES THE POLICE CHIEF THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE ACTION 

WHEN THERE IS INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR. WE NEED SOME 

ABILITY TO DO THIS FOR THE OTHER COMPANIES TOO. I 

GUESS DO WE WANT TO PRESCRIBE IT ON THE DAIS OR 

INVEST THAT AUTHORITY IN THE POLICE CHIEF'S 

DISCRETION. BUT WE -- IN MY OPINION, MAYOR PRO TEM, WE 

DEFINITELY NEED THE AUTHORITY TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC. 

THAT'S A PRETTY VULNERABLE MOMENT IF YOU'RE CAR IS 

STALLED BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. AND SOMEBODY PICKS 

YOU UP AND WHAT IF WE FOUND OUT WE HAD NO ABILITY TO 

DO ANYTHING ABOUT THIS EACH THOUGH YOU HAD 

SEVERAL FOLKS SEXUALLY HARASSED AT NIGHT. WHAT DO 

YOU DO? NOTHING. WE DON'T HAVE THE ABILITY. WE HAVE 

TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO DO SOMETHING.  



NOW, TO GET A TOW TRUCK LICENSE IN THE CITY OF 

AUSTIN, THE POLICE DEPARTMENT DOES DO A 

BACKGROUND CHECK ON YOUR EMPLOYEES, STUFF LIKE 

THAT. I HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THAT WHATSOEVER. BUT 

FOR SOMEBODY -- EVEN IF THERE'S A SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT TO BE ABLE TO YANK MY PERMIT 

BECAUSE OF WHAT MY EMPLOYEE DID -- IF I FIND OUT 

ABOUT IT, THE FIRST THING I'M GOING TO DO IS FIRE THEM. 

I'M NOT GOING TO PUT UP WITH THAT STUFF. BUT IF THEY 

DON'T THINK I ACT QUICK ENOUGH OR I DIDN'T DO THE RIGHT 

THING AND THE NEXT THING, THEY COME IN AND YANK MY 

PERMIT, I'M OUT OF BUSINESS. >> 

McCracken: WHAT WOULD BE YOUR SUGGESTION ON A FAIR 

STANDARD THAT WOULD GIVE US THE ABILITY TO SAY FOR 

STARTERS WE CAN TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL 

DRIVER, REMOVE THE INDIVIDUAL DRIVER FROM THE 

ROTATION LIST? CAN YOU GIVE US SOME ADVICE ON THE 

FAIR STANDARD FOR IF YOU HAD A COMPANY THAT KEPT 

COMING UP, WHAT WOULD BE A FAIR STANDARD?  

WELL, ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS YOU COULD DO IS CHECK 

AND SEE IF IT'S EVER HAPPENED AGAIN OR WHAT THE 

COMPANY POLICY IS. IF THEY GET A COMPLAINT ON A 

DRIVER OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT, FIND OUT WHAT THE -- 

HAVE THE OFFICER CONTACT THE COMPANY AND SAY, 

WELL, THIS IS THE COMPLAINT FILED. WHAT ARE YOU DOING 

ABOUT IT? AND GIVE THE COMPANY THE TIME TO GIVE THEM 

THE RIGHT TO RESPOND TO IT, TO HANDLE THE SITUATION 

THEIR SELF. AS LONG AS IT'S NOT TOO SERIOUS. THERE ARE 

CERTAIN THINGS THAT THE POLICE DEPARTMENT CAN GO IN 

THERE AND ARREST THE DRIVER FOR. AND IF MY DRIVER 

HAD A SEXUAL HARASSMENT SUIT FILED AGAINST HIM, I 

WOULDN'T HAVE ANY PROBLEM WITH THEM ARRESTING HIM.  

McCracken: I'M GOING TO GET -- I'M PICKING UP THAT WE 

HAVE A LOT OF AGREEMENT ON INDIVIDUAL DRIVERS, 

THAT'S FAIR. LET'S REMOVE THEM FROM THE ABILITY TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ROTATION LIST. AND THE QUESTION 

THEN IS HOW MANY TIMES COULD IT HAPPEN TO A COMPANY 

IN A YEAR OR A MONTH?  

I WOULD BE MORE THAN WILLING TO SIT DOWN WITH THE 



POLICE DEPARTMENT OR CITY LEGAL AND COME UP WITH 

THAT KIND OF A -- IF THAT SCENARIO COMES UP, COME UP 

WITH AN ANSWER TO THAT. RIGHT NOW I'M KIND OF ON THE 

SPOT. I DON'T KNOW. I WOULDN'T ALLOW IT MORE THAN 

ONCE OR TWICE A YEAR, I PROMISE YOU.  

McCracken: BOB, DO YOU HAVE A SUGGESTION?  

I WAS TALKING ABOUT IT EARLIER AND I THINK MAYOR PRO 

TEM PICKED UP ON THIS. I WAS SAYING THAT IF THE 

COMPANY, IF IT WAS KNOWING, ONE KEY WOULD BE 

KNOWING. ANOTHER STANDARD WOULD BE GROSSLY 

NEGLIGENT, SOMETHING ALONG THOSE LINES OR 

NEGLIGENT. WE CAN WORK WITH THEM ON THAT, BUT THE 

WAY IT'S DRAFTED RIGHT NOW, IT WOULD BE THAT 

SOMEBODY WOULD GO OUT AND HAVE A PRETTY MINOR 

VIOLATION, NOT EVEN ONE OF THESE SERIOUS THINGS LIKE 

YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT, AND THE COMPANY WOULD HAVE 

NO KNOWLEDGE OF IT AND NO REASON TO THINK ABOUT IT 

AND NO POLICY THAT ENCOURAGED IT AND NO LAXNESS OF 

OVERSIGHT AND THEY COULD LOSE THEIR LICENSE. AND I 

DO WANT TO POINT OUT IF IT'S NOT CLEAR THAT THE 

INDIVIDUAL TOW TRUCK DRIVER CAN HAVE THEIR LICENSE 

PULLED AND THAT'S ALREADY SOMETHING THAT THE CHIEF 

CAN DO. THAT'S ALREADY THERE TO ADDRESS THAT 

PERSON. SO NOW WHAT WE'RE TALK BEING IS WHAT TO DO 

ABOUT THE COMPANY AND WHY PULL THE COMPANY'S 

LICENSE UNLESS THEY ARE SOMEHOW CULPABLE.  

McCracken: RUDY, DO YOU HAVE THE AUTHORITY YOU NEED 

NOW TO DEAL, AND CHIEF CARTER, DO YOU HAVE THE 

AUTHORITY YOU NEED TO DEAL WITH INDIVIDUAL DRIVERS IF 

WE TOOK LIKE ANOTHER MONTH OR SO AND CONSENSUS 

ON HOW TO HANDLE COMPANIES?  

WE HAVE SOME ABILITIES AND I BELIEVE DAVID DOUGLAS 

WOULDCOULD PROBABLY BETTER RESPOND TO THAT. I'M 

NOT SURE IF HE WANTS TO DO THAT.  

McCracken: I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THAT WAS.  

THE AUTHORITY THAT THE CITY HAS TO DEAL WITH 

INDIVIDUAL TOW TRUCK DRIVERS WHO VIOLATE CITY 



ORDINANCE OR STATE LAW RELATED TO TOWING IS TO 

SUSPEND OR REVOKE THEIR TOW TRUCK OPERATOR 

LICENSE. THAT'S PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE CURRENT CITY 

CODE AND WOULD CONTINUE IN THIS REVISION. AND ALSO 

TO -- WITH REGARD TO ACTIONS OF THE -- RELATED TO THE 

TRUCK ITSELF. THAT CAN BE DEALT WITH. BUT AS TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL, THEIR ABILITY TO PERFORM NON-CONSENT 

TOWS, WHICH IS WHAT WE REGULATE, CAN BE SUSPENDED 

OR REVOKED. OR A CRIMINAL VIOLATION CAN BE FILED 

AGAINST THEM.  

McCracken: DAVID, CAN WE DO IT TONIGHT TO SAY THAT 

BASICALLY PRESERVE THE -- PRESERVE THE AUTHORITY OF 

THE CHIEF TO SUSPEND THE AUTHORITY FOR INDIVIDUAL 

AND -- AN INDIVIDUAL DRIVER TO PARTICIPATE IN A NON-

CONSENT TOW ROTATION? AND THEN LET'S COME BACK AT 

SAY THE END OF JULY WITH CONSENSUS ON HOW TO 

HANDLE COMPANIES. CAN WE DO THAT?  

THAT CAN BE DONE.  

Thomas: I'D GO ALONG WITH THAT. I APPRECIATE THAT.  

THANKS FOR LETTING ME GET UP AND TALK.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? ACTUALLY, 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN MOVES THAT WE WAIVE -- 

AND I'LL SECOND, THAT WE WAIVE COUNCIL RULES TO GO 

PAST 10:00 P.M. [ LAUGHTER ] ALL IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE 

OF THE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SIX 

TO ZERO.  

McCracken: MAYOR, I'M READY TO MAKE A MOTION, AND I 

BELIEVE THAT COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL MAY HAVE 

SOME AMENDMENTS AND MAYOR PRO TEM AS WELL. I'LL 

MOVE TO APPROVE -- DO WE NEED YOU IN ALL THREE 

READINGS TYPE OF DEAL? THIS IS AN ORDINANCE, YES, SO 

I'LL --  



COUNCIL, YOU HAVE AN ORDINANCE BEFORE YOU, BUT I 

WOULD DEFER TO MR. DOUGLAS AS TO WITH THE CHANGES 

THAT YOU ALL ARE CONTEMPLATING MAKING WHETHER OR 

NOT HE'S GOT CLEAR DIRECTION SUCH THAT HE CAN DRAFT 

IT. I'LL HAVE TO DEFER TO HIM TO RESPOND TO THAT. IN 

OTHER WORDS, WHETHER WE CAN GET THE CHANGES DONE 

SO THAT YOU CAN DO IT ON ALL THREE.  

McCracken: I'LL MOVE IT FOR FIRST READING ONLY. MOVE TO 

APPROVE ON FIRST READING ITEM 8, AND THEN COMBINED 

ITEM 32 AS WELL, THE POLICY THIS. BUT TO APPROVE ITEM 8 

WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: THAT THE ABILITY TO 

REMOVE -- THE CHIEF'S ABILITY TO REMOVE FOR 

WRONGDOING THE DRIVERS AND NOT TO COMPANIES. AND 

THEN ALSO TO SET THE PROPOSED FEE FOR VEHICLES IN 

EXCESS OF 26,000 POUNDS TO $800. AND THEN I THINK 

THAT'S -- AND THEN THE SUGGESTION -- THE MAYOR PRO 

TEM IS GUIDING ME ALONG HERE. AND SET THE FEE FOR 

VEHICLES OF 10,000 POUNDS OR LESS AT $150. AND 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL MAY HAVE ANOTHER 

ADDITION THERE AS WELL, BUT THAT'S MY MOTION.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN THAT I'LL SECOND TO APPROVE ITEMS NUMBER 

8 AND 32 ON FIRST READING ONLY WITH THESE ADDITIONAL 

CAVEATS OF CHANGING TWO OF THE DIFFERENT FEES AS 

WELL AS THE FORMAT FOR WHICH TO COME BACK WITH THE 

APPROVAL CONSENSUS HOPE HOPEFULLY ON THE 

REMOVAL OF DRIVERS ESSENTIALLY FROM OUR PROGRAM.  

MAYOR, IF I MAY PLEASE. 32 IS A RESOLUTION, SO IT WOULD 

NOT BE A FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD READING AND OUR 

ORDINANCE ON AGENDA ITEM 8 WOULD BE FIRST READING.  

Mayor Wynn: FAIR ENOUGH. COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: I WAS GOING TO ACTUALLY OFFER THAT AS A 

FRIENDLY AMENDMENT MYSELF, CHANGING THE HEAVY 

TOWS FROM 600 TO 800, BUT I UNDERSTOOD THAT THE 150-

DOLLAR FEE AS REQUESTED WAS FOR FLATBED TOWS. AM I 

INCORRECT ON THAT? SO THE 130, I WOULD MAKE A 

FRIENDLY AMENDMENT THAT THE 130 FOR THE LOWER 

WEIGHT CATEGORY REMAIN AS IS WITH THE BLANKET 150 



FOR FLATBED TOWS.  

McCracken: I'LL ACCEPT THAT AS A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT.  

IT'S BASICALLY THE SAME THING. THE 130 THAT WE'RE 

ASKING FOR -- TO BE RAISED TO 150.  

Leffingwell: SO ALL 130-DOLLAR TOWS OR FLATBED TOWS?  

YES.  

Leffingwell: OKAY. I'LL WITHDRAW THAT.  

I BELIEVE IT'S THE SAME THING. I THINK THE EXAMPLE THAT 

WAS GIVEN WAS THAT THE FLATBEDS ARE USUALLY FOR 

THE 10,000 OR LESS IN WEIGHT, BUT IT'S JUST AN EXAMPLE 

THAT THE FLATBEDS WOULD USE. THAT'S CURRENTLY 

PROPOSED AT 130. I BELIEVE THE PROPOSAL -- THE MOTION 

THAT THE COUNCILMEMBER MADE FOR 150 WOULD COVER 

THAT RAISING THAT TO 150 WOULD ALSO RAISE THE 

DISCUSSION THAT WAS HAD ABOUT THE FLATBEDS. IS THAT 

CORRECT? IF WE RAISE THE 10,000 OR LESS TO 150, IT 

WOULD ALSO ADDRESS THAT EARLIER ISSUE.  

Mayor Wynn: ANOTHER GOOD REASON TO DO THIS ON FIRST 

READING ONLY. FURTHER COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? MAYOR 

PRO TEM.  

Thomas: ONE MORE THING, IF YOU DON'T MIND. AT LEAST 

BEFORE THE SECOND AND THIRD READING, CAN Y'ALL SIT 

DOWN AND DISCUSS, MAYBE A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT 

ABOUT THE CREDIT CARD ISSUE? IF YOU WANT TO DISCUSS 

THAT. LET ME SAY IF WITHIN THE SECOND OR THIRD 

READING YOU WORK OUT SOME KIND OF WAY YOU CAN 

DEAL WITH THE CREDIT CARD. BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT -- 

AND I KNOW THAT THAT'S TRUE SOME PEOPLE WOULD 

CANCEL THE CREDIT CARD ON YOU AND THEY CAN'T GET 

THEIR MONEY OUT. AND THIEWS HOW THEY SURVIVE.  

Mayor Wynn: THERE'S A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER CREDIT 

CARDS -- WHETHER THE EXISTING STATE LAW REQUIRES 

TOW COMPANIES TO ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS?  



THE ONLY THING THAT ADDRESSES THAT IN STATE LAW 

NOW RESULTS TO VEHICLE STORAGE FACILITIES NOT THE 

ACTUAL TOW TRUCK COMPANIES. SO THAT PASSED PAST 

SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND SO THERE IS NOT A 

CURRENT STATE LAW AS TO TOW TRUCKS.  

Mayor Wynn: MR. NU?  

IF THE MUNICIPALITY IS OVER 500,000 PEOPLE, YES, YOU DO 

HAVE TO TAKE CREDIT CARDS AT THE LOCATION OF YOUR 

STORAGE LOT.  

Mayor Wynn: BUT THAT CAN BE END OF A TOWING FEE.  

YEAH. BASICALLY WHAT WE'RE ASKING FOR IS NOT TO HAVE 

TO TAKE THE CREDIT CARDS IN THE VEHICLES, IN THE TOW 

TRUCKS.  

McCracken: MAYOR, I THINK AN APPROACH I WOULD LIKE TO 

SEE DISCUSSED BETWEEN NOW AND SECOND READING 

WOULD BE TO LOOK IF WE COULD MAYBE PROVIDE THAT 

FOR SMALL COMPANIES. I THINK MAYBE BIG COMPANIES 

THERE'S THE ABILITY -- IT DEFINITELY IS -- IT'S VERY 

HELPFUL AND OUR TAXING FOLKS ARE DOING CREDIT 

CARDS ON-SITE, EXCEPT MAYBE THE BIGGER OPERATORS 

INCLUDE CREDIT CARDS, BUT FOR SMALLER OPERATORS 

MAYBE NOT REQUIRE THAT AS AN APPROACH, BUT IF YOU'LL 

WILL WORK ON THAT TOGETHER AND COME BACK WITH A 

SUGGESTION FOR US FOR SECOND READING.  

Thomas: THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: AGAIN, A MOTION AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE 

TO APPROVE ITEM 32 AND ITEM 8, THAT ORDINANCE ON 

FIRST READING ONLY. COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: SO IN THE MOTION AS IS NOW, THERE'S NO 

RESTRICTION ON -- THEY HAVE TO TAKE CREDIT CARDS AS 

IT STANDS NOW.  

Mayor Wynn: IT'S STILL IN THE FIRST READING, RIGHT. WE'RE 

SUGGESTING THAT THERE'S A FAIR AMOUNT OF LOOSE 

ENDS THAT NEED TO BE DISCUSSED BEFORE IT COMES 



BACK. FURTHER COMMENTS? I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE 

DRIVERS AND THE ASSOCIATION, TRIPLE A TEXAS AND 

OTHERS FOR GIVING US MORE INSIGHT, MORE FEEDBACK AS 

WE TRY TO CRAFT THE BEST SET OF POLICIES AND 

ORDINANCES AS WE CAN. THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR 

PATIENCE. [ APPLAUSE ] >>>  

Mayor Wynn: ALL IN FAVOR? OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES 

WITH COUNCILMEMBER KIM OFF THE DAIS. THANK YOU ALL. 

SO COUNCIL, I THINK WE CAN BLAST THROUGH A COUPLE OF 

TECHNICAL ISSUES REAL QUICKLY HERE TO SEND SOME 

FOLKS HOME BEFORE WE TAKE UP A PUBLIC HEARING. 

NUMBER 59 CONCERNS OUR CONDITIONAL OVERLAY AND 

MIXED USE COMBINING DISTRICTS.  

I'LL TRY TO BE QUICK. THIS IS TO AMEND ORDINANCE 25-2-

332 OF THE CITY CODE RELATING TO CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAYS AND MIXED USE COMBINING DISTRICT. SIMPLY 

WHAT THIS ORDINANCE WOULD DO, WOULD ALLOW THE 

COUNCIL TO TAKE A ZONING CASE WHERE A MIXED USE 

DISTRICT IS PROPOSED AND APPLY A CONDITIONAL 

OVERLAY TO IT OR MAKE IT A MIXED USE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF 

YOU WANT TO INCREASE DENSITY ALONG A PARTICULAR 

ROADWAY CORRIDOR AND YOU HAD A ZONING ORDINANCE 

BEFORE YOU, THE COUNCIL COULD PROHIBIT SINGLE-

FAMILY DUPLEXES, TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND ONLY 

ALLOW THE HIGHER DENSITY RESIDENTIAL SUCH AS 

TOWNHOUSES, APARTMENTS AND CONDOMINIUMS AS 

ALLOWED RESIDENTIAL USES. CONVERSELY, THIS CAME 

FORWARD FROM THE SOUTH RIVER CITY CITIZENS BECAUSE 

THEY HAD A CONCERN ABOUT APARTMENTS ALONG A 

SEGMENT OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE, AND SO THIS WOULD ALLOW 

THE COMMISSION AND COUNCIL TO CONSIDER PROHIBITING 

JUST APARTMENTS, BUT ALLOWING ALL THE OTHER USES 

THAT THEY MAY SUPPORT SUCH AS CONDOMINIUMS AND 

TOWNHOUSE DEVELOPMENT. AND THEN YOU WOULD HAVE 

AGREEMENT FROM THE DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY AND 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION ON A REQUEST THAT 

COULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE YOU. SO SIMPLY THIS IS NOT 

SOMETHING THAT APPLIES AUTOMATICALLY TO ANY MU 

PROPERTY IN THE CITY. IT ONLY APPLIES ON A CASE BY 

CASE BROUGHT TO YOU FROM THE POINT THAT YOU 

APPROVE THIS ORDINANCE FORWARD THAT THIS COULD BE 



CONSIDERED AND IT PROVIDES AWE CHOOSE, WHETHER 

YOU WOULD LIKE PROHIBITING OR MAKING CONDITIONAL 

CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL USES IN THE MIXED USE DISTRICT. I 

HAVE CONSENT OR UNANIMOUS SUPPORT OF THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION, UNANIMOUS SUPPORT OF THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION. I HAD A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS 

FROM PEOPLE ASKING ABOUT WHAT IT WAS DOING, BUT NO 

ONE IN OPPOSITION. SO THE STAFF RECOMMENDS THIS AND 

BOTH YOUR COMMISSIONS RECOMMEND THIS 

UNANIMOUSLY. AND THAT'S MY PRESENTATION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU.  

IT'S READY FOR ALL THREE READINGS.  

Mayor Wynn: CORRECT. IT'S AN ORDINANCE, SO WE NEED 

THREE READINGS AND WE HAVE FOUR CITIZENS WHO 

SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, ALSO ALL IN FAVOR. SO 

GOOD WORK. QUESTIONS OF STAFF, COUNCIL? HEARING 

NONE, ALE ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON ITEM 59. MOTION MADE 

BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN THAT I'LL SECOND ON 

ITEM 59 TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVE THIS 

ORDINANCE ON ALL THREE READINGS. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE 

SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF SIX 

TO ZERO.  

THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. GUERNSEY. ITEM 60, CONDUCT 

A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING A FLOODPLAIN VARIANCE. 

WELCOME MR. OSWALD.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR. MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, 

COUNCILMEMBERS, GEORGE OSWALD, WATERSHED 

PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW. THE ACTION 

BEFORE YOU WITH ITEM 60 IS TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC 

HEARING TO CONSIDER FLOODPLAIN VARIANCE REQUESTS 

BY MR.ENRIQUE PARADA IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A BUILDING 



PERMIT TO CREATE A DUPLEX STRUCTURE FROM A SINGLE-

FAMILY RESIDENCE AND AN ADJACENT RECENTLY PLACED 

STRUCTURE AT 1610 HOUSTON STREET IN THE 100 YEAR 

FLOODPLAIN OF HANCOCK BRANCH OF SHOAL CREEK AND 

TO WAIVE THE REQUIREMENT TO DEDICATE A DRAINAGE 

EASEMENT TO THE FULL LIMIT OF THE 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN 

BY RELIEVING THE FOOTPRINT OF THE STRUCTURE FROM 

THE EASEMENT DEDICATION REQUIREMENT. THIS IS AN 

OVERVIEW OF THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST. AT THIS 

LOCATION THERE ARE CURRENTLY TWO STRUCTURES. 

ORIGINALLY THERE WAS AN 800 SQUARE FOOT STRUCTURE. 

IN THE FALL OF 2005 MR. PARADA PLACED A 1400 SQUARE 

FOOT STRUCTURE ON THE LOT WITHOUT A PERMIT. AND HE 

DESIRES TO HAVE THAT APPROVED. THAT LOT IS ENTIRELY 

WITHIN THE 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN OF HANCOCK BRANCH. 

THIS IS AN OVERVIEW OF THE SUBJECT AREA. LET ME POINT 

OUT THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS IN THE RED RECTANGLE IN 

THIS LOCATION. THIS IS THE HANCOCK BRANCH OF SHOAL 

CREEK FLOWING FROM NORTH TO SOUTH. THE DARK BLUE 

AREAS IS THE LIMITS OF THE 25 YEAR FLOODPLAIN AND THE 

LIGHT LIGHTED SHADED AREA IS THE LIMITS OF THE 500 

YEAR FLOODPLAIN. THIS IS FULLY WITHIN THE LIMBS OF THE 

100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN. GOING IN A LITTLE CLOSER YOU CAN 

SEE THAT WHERE THE STRUCTURE, THE UNPERMITTED 

STRUCTURE HAS BEEN PLACED, AND AGAIN MORE DETAIL 

ON THE LIMITS OF THE 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN. THIS IS A 

PICTURE OF THE STRUCTURE THAT HAS BEEN PLACED ON 

THE PROPERTY WITHOUT PERMIT. IT IS ELEVATED. WATER 

WOULD NOT GET INTO THE HOUSE DURING A 100 YEAR 

EVENT. IT IS ELEVATED MORE THAN ONE FOOT ABOVE THE 

100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN. OUR MAJOR CONCERNS ARE DURING 

A 100 YEAR EVENT WE WOULD HAVE UP TO 1.8 FEET OF 

WATER AT THE CURB LINE, WHICH WOULD LIMIT THE 

RESPONSE OF THE ABILITY OF FIRST RESPONDERS TO GET 

TO THE PROPERTY. AND AROUND THE HOUSE WE WOULD 

HAVE UP TO A FOOT OF WATER IN-DEPTH. THIS SHOWS THE 

RECENTLY PLACED STRUCTURE, THE STRUCTURE 

ORIGINALLY ON THE PROPERTY, AND THE CONNECTION 

BETWEEN THOSE TWO STRUCTURES DEVELOPING A 

DUPLEX. HERE'S ANOTHER VIEW OF THE LOCATION. ALL 

RIGHT. WE ARE RECOMMENDING DENIAL OF THE VARIANCE, 

PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF SAFE ACCESS AND 



THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ADDITIONAL OCCUPANCY IN THE 100 

YEAR FLOODPLAIN. THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE ON THE 

PROPERTY WAS 800 SQUARE FEET. THE SECOND 

STRUCTURE ADDS ANOTHER 1400 SQUARE FEET. THERE'S 

ONE OTHER INTERESTING ISSUE THAT HAS DEVELOPED 

AROUND THIS VARIANCE. LET ME GO BACK TO THE -- WE 

HAVE SOME ENTERTAINMENT HERE TONIGHT. THERE'S 

ANOTHER VARIANCE THAT IS GOING TO COME TO THE 

COUNCIL ON JUNE 22nd. IT WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED 

FOR THE 8th FOR THIS PROPERTY AT 1610 HOUSTON 

STREET. THIS VARIANCE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN APPROVED 

TWICE BY THE COUNCIL, THIS VARIANCE THAT'S GOING TO 

COME TO YOU ON THE 22nd. PART OF THAT VARIANCE 

PROPOSAL IS TO CONSTRUCT A FLOOD RELIEF CHANNEL ON 

THIS BOUNDARY OF THE PROPERTY. THAT CHANNEL WOULD 

REDUCE NOT ONLY THE FLOODPLAIN ON THAT PROPERTY, 

BUT WOULD REMOVE THE FLOODPLAIN FROM THE SUBJECT 

PROPERTY THAT WE'RE SPEAKING TO THIS EVENING. BUT 

THAT IS A PRIVATE PROJECT, AND THE CITY HAS NO 

CONTROL OVER WHETHER IT'S IMPLEMENTED. THAT 

VARIANCE ON WHICH WE'RE GOING TO CONDUCT THE 

PUBLIC HEARING ON JUNE 22nd HAS COME TO THE COUNCIL 

TWICE BEFORE, BOTH TIMES WE'VE RECOMMENDED 

APPROVAL. BOTH TIMES THE COUNCIL HAS APPROVED. 

BOTH TIMES THE VARIANCE HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO EXPIRE 

WITHOUT THE CONSTRUCTION. SO IT'S A BIT OF A 

COMPLICATING FACTOR AND AGAIN IT'S NOT A PUBLIC 

PROJECT. IT'S NOT A CITY PROJECT. SO I WANTED YOU TO 

BE SURE YOU UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS EVENING BEFORE 

YOU TOOK ACTION ON THIS REQUEST BEFORE YOU. WITH 

THAT I'M GOING TO GO BACK TO OUR RECOMMENDATIONS. 

AND OUR RECOMMENDATIONS TO DENY DID NOT CONSIDER 

THE POSSIBILITY OF THE OTHER PROJECT BEING 

CONSTRUCTED BECAUSE IT IS A PRIVATE PROJECT OVER 

WHICH THE CITY DOESN'T HAVE CONTROL TO ENSURE IT'S 

IMPLEMENTED. THEN I'LL ATTACK YOUR QUESTIONS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. QUESTIONS OF STAFF, COUNCIL? 

WE HAVE ONE SPEAKER, LIKELY THE APPLICANT. MR. 'S WE 

WOULD WALD, ONE -- OSWALD. ONE QUESTION. I'M VAGUELY 

REMEMBERING THIS OTHER PRIVATE PROJECT DOWN THE 

STREET. IT'S SORT OF FRUSTRATING BECAUSE IF MY 



MEMORY SERVES ME WELL, IT'S A MODEST PROJECT IN AND 

OF ITSELF.  

IT'S A CONDO THAT WOULD GO IN ON THAT LOT, BUT IT DOES 

INCLUDE A FLOOD RELIEF CHANNEL.  

Mayor Wynn: I MEANT THE CHANNEL ITSELF. IN THE SCHEME 

OF THINGS IS A RELATIVELY MODEST PROJECT.  

IT'S A VERY SMALL RELIEVE CHANNEL, YES, SIR.  

Mayor Wynn: IT LOOKS LIKE IT COULD POSITIVELY AFFECT A 

NUMBER OF PROPERTIES IN ADDITION TO THIS ONE WE'RE 

HERE ON TONIGHT.  

THAT'S CORRECT. AND THAT'S THE REASON WE 

RECOMMENDED FOR IT PREVIOUSLY THE TWO TIMES IT'S 

COME BEFORE YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: AND THAT ONE THAT WE HAVE APPROVED 

TWICE WITH YOUR RECOMMENDATION ESSENTIALLY IS 

RIGHT ON THE CREEK. ESSENTIALLY IN ITS CURRENT 

CONDITION IS FRANKLY IN MORE OF A FLOODWAY, MORE 

FLOOD PRONE, MORE WITHIN THE 25-YEAR FLOODPLAIN 

EVEN THAN THIS ONE.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: IT'S FAR MORE HAMPERED, FAR MORE 

DANGEROUS, FAR MORE TROUBLING FOR US, BUT THERE'S 

SUCH A RELATIVELY MODEST FIX THAT ALLOWED US TO 

APPROVE THAT VARIANCE AND THE IRONY IN THIS CASE IS 

THAT IT WOULD HAVE THE POSITIVE IMPACT ON SO MANY 

OTHER PROPERTIES. AND APPARENTLY NOT EVEN HAVING 

THIS INDIVIDUAL LOT NEEDING TO COME TO US FOR A 

VARIANCE.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS FOR MR. OSWALD? 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  

Leffingwell: IF THIS VARIANCE REQUEST IS DID HE DENIED, IS 



THERE A TIME LIMIT WHEN HE COULD REPLY?  

HE CAN ON APPLY AT ANY TIME. WE HAVE TO GO THROUGH 

THE FULL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS OF POSTING THE RCA 

AGAIN FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.  

Leffingwell: I GUESS WHAT I'M THINKING IS IT WOULD BE NICE 

TO HAVE THE -- AT LEAST THE VARIANCE APPROVED FOR 

THIS OTHER PROJECT, THE ONE THAT WOULD TAKE HIM OUT 

OF THE 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN.  

AT A MINIMUM. POSSIBLY WITH SOME GUARANTEE THAT IT 

WOULD BE CONSTRUCTED.  

Leffingwell: YEAH. WHAT I'M THINKING IS WE COULD -- HE 

COULD REPLY IF THAT -- IF THIS IS TURNED DOWN, AND IF 

THAT OTHER ONE IS APPROVED, SOME ASSURANCE THAT 

THE PROJECT WOULD ACTUALLY BE DONE, HE CAN EITHER 

REPLY OR WE COULD POSSIBLY POSTPONE IT UNTIL THAT 

CASE IS HEARD. THAT'S THE REASON I ASKED THE 

QUESTION.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCIL, WITHOUT FURTHER QUESTIONS OF 

MR. OSWALD, I WOULD LIKE TO US HEAR FROM ENRIQUE 

PARADA, OUR OWNER OR APPLICANT. WELCOME, SIR.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM AND 

COUNCILMEMBERS. FIRST OF ALL, I WANT TO PASS SOME 

INFORMATION TO YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: JUST HAND IT TO MR. LEFFINGWELL AND HE 

WILL PASS IT DOWN. THANK YOU.  

I WANT TO HAND IT TO YOU FOR BEING ABLE TO DO THIS JOB 

ON A WEEKLY AND BIWEEKLY -- YOU'RE LISTENING TO THE 

CITIZENS AND THEIR CONCERNS AT VARIOUS TOPICS AT 

VERY LATE HOURS. SO I HAND THAT OFF TO YOU. I HAVE 

MET WITH YOU PERSONALLY OR WITH YOUR AIDES AND 

BASICALLY HAVE PRESENTED A PACKAGE THAT CONTAINS 

INFORMATION, AND I'M HOPING THAT YOU HAVE HAD AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THAT INFORMATION, AND THIS 

EVENING WHAT I WANT TO DO IS BASICALLY JUST TALK 

ABOUT THE FINDINGS FROM WATERSHED. LIKE THEY 



POINTED OUT, MY LOT IS ENTIRELY WITHIN THE 100 YEAR 

FLOODPLAIN AND IT IS OUTSIDE OF THE 25-YEAR 

FLOODPLAIN. BUT MY LOT IS ON THE FRINGE OF THE 

FLOODPLAIN, AND SOME OF THE SURVEY INFORMATION 

BASICALLY POINTS THAT THE NORTHWEST, NORTHEAST, 

AND SOUTHEAST AREAS OF MY LOT HAVE DEPTHS OF 

ANYWHERE BASICALLY BELOW ONE FOOT. IT'S THE 

SOUTHEAST CORNER THAT BASICALLY HAS -- THE ONE 

THAT'S CLOSEST TO THE CREEK THAT IS THE BIGGEST 

DEPTH. NOW, THIS WAS THE SAME IMAGE THAT WAS 

PRESENTED BY WATERSHED. AND DURING MY 

CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM THEY'VE MENTIONED THAT IN 

CASE OF FLOODING WOULD OCCUR THAT THIS WOULD BE A 

STANDING POOL OF WATER THAT WOULD DRAIN WITHIN A 

FEW HOURS. ALSO THAT THERE'S NO HIGH FLOW VELOCITY 

FROM THIS CREEK WHERE IT WOULD ACTUALLY IMPEDE 

ACCESS TO THE HOUSE. I'VE SEEN PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

WHERE INDIVIDUALS DO GET GRANTED VARIANCES 

BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THEY UNDERSTAND -- YOU 

UNDERSTAND THAT IF THAT MARGIN OF 1.81 FEET WHERE 

EMERGENCY VEHICLES SUCH AS FIRE TRUCKS ARE ABLE TO 

ACCESS THAT LOCATION. THE PROPOSED FEMA 

FLOODPLAINS THAT CAME OUT EARLIER THIS YEAR SHOW -- 

THIS IS A CLOSE-UP OF THAT ACTUALLY AND MY PROPERTY 

IS RIGHT ON THE CORNER OF JEFF DAVIS AND HOUSTON. 

ACCORDING TO THEM, THAT WOULD BE THE PROPOSED -- 

THE ACTUAL PROPOSED 100 YEAR FLOOD ZONE, BUT 

BECAUSE OF MY SURVEY THAT WAS CONDUCTED THAT HAD 

THE ACTUAL ELEVATION POINTS, ONCE AGAIN THEY DO 

POINT THAT ON THE NORTHWEST PART OF MY LOT IT IS -- 

THERE ARE DEPTHS THAT ARE RELATIVELY SHALLOW. AND 

ONCE AGAIN, THIS IS -- THIS IS NOT A FLOODWAY OF ANY 

SORT, SO THERE IS NO HIGH VELOCITY WATER, IT'S JUST -- IF 

IT DOES OCCUR, IF IT GUESS TO THAT POINT, IT IS A POOL 

OF WATER. NOW, GOING BACK TO THIS IMAGE, AS YOU CAN 

SEE, RIGHT WHERE MY PROPERTY LINE, THE NORTHWEST 

CORNER IS, ALL OF A SUDDEN THE FLOODPLAIN BASICALLY 

DISAPPEARS. I MEAN, THAT'S LIKE A FEW -- LITERALLY STILL 

IT'S PART OF THE EASEMENT, IT'S PART OF -- LITERALLY IT 

JUST GOES AWAY. SO ONCE AGAIN MY LOT IS BASICALLY ON 

THE CUSS 'OF THAT 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN. I AM AN OWNER-

OCCUPANT AND MY INTENTION IS FOR MY PARENTS TO 



MOVE INTO THE HOUSE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. I DON'T WANT 

TO LEASE OR RENT THE HOUSE. I DON'T WANT TO TURN THIS 

INTO SOME KIND OF PROPERTY FOR STUDENTS OR 

INDIVIDUALS THAT ARE NOT RELATED. THAT'S NOT MY 

INTENTION. I LIVE ON THE PROPERTY AND I DO WANT TO 

KEEP THE ATMOSPHERE OF A SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. 

THE WATERSHED IS BASICALLY MENTIONED THAT MY 

HARDSHIP CONDITIONS ARE NOT MET FOR THIS PROPERTY. I 

DO WANT TO POINT OUT THAT ONCE AGAIN THAT THE RATE 

OF RISE OF HANCOCK IS SLOW. THERE IS A LOSS OF 

BENEFICIAL OR PRODUCTIVE USE AS WELL AS A 

DEPRIVATION OF RECENT RETURN OF MY PROPERTY. 

ALTHOUGH I HAVE AN ECONOMIC USE OF THE PROPERTY 

BECAUSE I LIVE THERE, THE LAND VALUE FOR ALL 

PRACTICAL PURPOSES IS OF NO VALUE IF I CAN'T DO 

ANYTHING WITH THAT LAND. THE OTHER POINT THAT I WANT 

TO MAKE IS THAT WATERSHED ALSO HAS SAID THAT MY 

PROPERTY DOES NOT MEET THE EXCEPTION 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SINGLE-FAMILY OR DUPLEX 

CONSTRUCTION ON LOTS PLATTED BEFORE SEPTEMBER OF 

1983. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS] 

>> DREW THE CURRENT LOT CONFIGURATION ON AUGUST 

8th OF -- AUGUST 8th OF 1938. S YOU CAN CLEARLY SEE, 

THAT -- THAT THIS CONFIGURATION HAS EXISTED PRIOR TO 

1983, BUT BECAUSE OF POORLY PLATTING THAT WAS DONE 

IT WAS NOT RESUBDIVIDED PROPERLY. IN CONCLUSION, I 

WANT TO POINT OUT AGAIN THAT -- THAT THE HANCOCK 

BRANCH IS NOT A FLOOD WAY. [READING GRAPHIC] THE 

SURVEY DOES POINT THAT THERE'S SHALLOW ELEVATIONS 

OR DEPTHS ON THE NORTHERN AND NORTHWEST PART OF 

MY LOT. MY HOUSE HAS MORE PERMANENT OPENINGS OR 

FLOOD VENTS THAN REQUIRED. [READING GRAPHIC] 

REQUIRED ELEVATION IS ONE FOOT. [READING GRAPHIC] 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU FOR A VERY SUCCESS SIPGHT 

PRESENTATION. QUESTIONS OF MR. PARADA, COUNCIL? 

ANOTHER TROUBLING CASE WHERE CLEARLY AN INDIVIDUAL 

IS ECONOMICALLY HARMED. AND TRYING TO BALANCE OUT 

THE CHALLENGE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND OTHER THINGS 

WITH -- WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO -- TO FURTHER UTILIZE 

THE PROPERTY. THE FRAWS STRAIGHTING PART OF THIS IS 



THERE'S A RELATIVELY SIMPLE FIX DOWN THE STREET THAT 

WOULD ALLEVIATE THIS HEART BURN. FRUSTRATING. 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS?  

Dunkerly: I HAVE ONE QUESTION OF STAFF. CAN YOU TELL ME 

AGAIN ABOUT THE POTENTIAL PROJECT THAT COULD TAKE 

THIS LAND OUT OF THE FLOODPLAIN? AND -- KIND OF -- IS IT 

THE NEXT LOT OVER ON --  

GO BACK TO THE -- -- I DON'T KNOW IF I HAVE MY CURSOR 

BACK, THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS IN THE RED RECTANGLE, 

TO THE SOUTHEAST WHERE THE WORD HOUSTON STREET 

IS, IF YOU GO JUST SOUTH OF THAT TEXT, THAT IS THE LOT 

THAT IS TARGETED FOR A CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT. 

AND ON THE EAST PROPERTY LINE A RELIEF CHANNEL 

WOULD BE CONSTRUCTED, THAT WOULD BASICALLY DRAW 

THAT WATER OFF OF THE -- OFF OF THE LOT AND AS WELL 

AS OFF OF MR. PRADA'S PROPERTY AND THESE OTHER 

PROPERTIES AND WILL ALSO OFFER BENEFIT TO SOME -- TO 

OTHER PROPERTIES IN THIS AREA BY REDUCING THE 

FLOODPLAIN. SO THIS -- THIS VARIANCE THAT WILL COME TO 

YOU IN JUNE HAS A LOT OF POSITIVES ASSOCIATED WITH IT. 

IT WILL NOT ONLY TAKE THE 25 YEAR FLOODPLAIN OFF OF 

THIS PROPERTY AND ALLOW IT TO BE DEVELOPED, BUT WILL 

ALSO HAVE THESE OTHER ACTION CELLULAR BENEFITS. BUT 

THE POINT THAT I NEED TO MAKE IS THAT IS A PRIVATE 

PROJECT. IT HAS COME BEFORE THIS BODY, HAVE VARIANCE 

TWICE BEFORE. EACH TIME WE HAVE SUPPORTED IT, IT'S 

BEEN APPROVED. THE PROJECT -- THE VARIANCES ARE 

GOOD FOR A YEAR. YOU NEED TO GET A PERMIT WITHIN A 

YEAR AND MOVE FORWARD. BOTH TIMES THE APPLICANT IS 

ALLOWED THE VARIANCE TO EXPIRE WITHOUT SECURING 

THE PERMIT, SO -- SO -- SO I HAVE NO -- GUARANTEE THAT 

THAT PROJECT IS GOING TO PROCEED. WHAT'S.  

WAS IT THE SAME APPLICANT EACH TIME?  

EXCUSE ME.  

WAS IT THE SAME APPLICANT THAT ASKED FOR THE 

VARIANCE EACH TIME?  



YES.  

OKAY.  

THIS IS A VERY UNUSUAL SITUATION.  

FURTHER QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? COUNCILMEMBER 

ALVAREZ?  

Alvarez: HOW FAR AWAY IS THAT PROJECT? I'M TRYING TO 

SEE IT ON THERE.  

WELL, IT'S ALL IN THE SAME BLOCK. THE -- THE ADDRESS OF 

MR. PARADA'S PROPERTY IS 1610 AND THE PROPERTY FOR 

THE VARIANCE THAT WILL BE HEARD IN JUNE IS 1605. IT'S ALL 

IN THAT BLOCK BETWEEN DAVIS AND HOGG AVENUE. HERE 

IT IS RIGHT WHERE WE PUT THE CURSOR. THE PROPERTY IN 

WHICH THE HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN JUNE.  

BUT THAT'S A PRETTY SIZABLE --  

EXCUSE ME.  

PRETTY GOOD SIZED LOT.  

YES, THIS IS A CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT -- 

DEVELOPMENT THAT'S PROPOSED FOR THAT LOT.  

THEN IN TERMS OF -- IN TERMS OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE 

ACCESS, WHAT IS THE LIKELY -- [MULTIPLE VOICES] 

BECAUSE ONE CORNER OF THIS PROPERTY OBVIOUSLY 

SEEMS ABOUT TO BE VERY DEEP WATER AND -- IN WAS A -- 

IF THERE WAS A FLOOD EVENT, WE ALTHOUGH AT THAT 

OFTEN IN TERMS OF EVALUATING THE SEVERITY OF THE 

RISK.  

WE MAKE OUR JUDGMENT BASED ON THE 100 YEAR 

FLOODPLAIN WHICH IS A RARE EVENT. THE WATER DEPTH AT 

THE CURB LINE IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE IS -- HAS -- IS 

RECENTLY PLACED IS 1.8 FEET. AROUND THE HOUSE ITSELF 

IS A FOOT. 1.8 FEET OF WATER IS PUSHING THE LIMITS FOR 

PUBLIC SAFETY ACCESS. HOPEFULLY THE OTHER PROJECT 

IS GOING TO GO AND THEN ALL OF THIS BASICALLY 



DISAPPEARS.  

I GUESS WHAT I'M SAYING IS THAT THE LOT HAS ACCESS ON 

DAVIS, TOO. IF YOU DON'T JUDGE IT BASED ON WHAT THE -- 

WHAT THEY MIGHT HAVE ACCESS OR AN EXIT BECAUSE I 

KNOW THAT WE HAVE LOOKED AT OTHER STRUCTURES 

THAT WAY. BUT THERE'S -- THERE'S HIGHER GROUND IN THE 

BACK OF THE LOT THEN THAT SCENE IS -- THAT'S SEEN AS A 

POSITIVE.  

THAT'S POSSIBLE. BUT TYPICALLY WHEN THE RESPONDERS 

COME, THEY GO TO THE STREET ADDRESS, THEY ARE GOING 

TO TRY TO GET TO IT FROM THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE. I 

DON'T DISAGREE THAT THE WATER IS SHALLOWER UP 

THERE ON THE DAVIS SIDE.  

Alvarez: THANKS, MAYOR.  

CAN YOU HELP ME. ALL THAT WE HAVE HERE IS A RECENTLY 

PLACED STRUCTURE. SOMEBODY SAID EARLIER IT WAS 

PLACED WITHOUT A PERMIT, SO -- SO SOUNDS AS THOUGH 

THERE MAY HAVE BEEN TECHNICAL VIOLENCES, IN SOME 

FORM OR FASHION INDEPENDENT OF THE FLOODPLAIN 

ISSUE.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

SO I GUESS THE QUESTION IS, YOU KNOW, IF THIS COUNCIL 

WILL TO APPROVE THE FLOODPLAIN VARIANCE, IS THERE 

STILL SOME --  

IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING.  

PERHAPS FEES OR FINES OR SOMETHING TO BE PAID BY 

THE -- BY THE OWNER?  

IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING, I MAY NOT HAVE ALL OF THE 

FACTS, THAT THIS IS THE LAST OUTSTANDING ISSUE. THEY -- 

THERE WAS A NEED FOR A VARIANCE FROM THE BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT ON THE REAR SETBACK LINE, IT WAS TOO 

CLOSE. THAT WAS GRANTED BACK IN NOVEMBER. IT MY 

UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS IS THE LAST OUTSTANDING 



ISSUE.  

AND I -- I KNOW THE -- I USED TO KNOW THIS, SO WITHOUT A 

PERMIT ALSO THERE'S SOME -- SOME FEE, SOME, YOU 

KNOW, PHYSICAL ISSUE INVOLVED AS APPLICANT ALSO 

SOMEHOW HAS GONE BACK AND -- AND, YOU KNOW, PAID 

SOME BACK PERMIT FEE THAT PERHAPS WAS --  

WE HAVE A RECORD THAT HE HAS A PERMIT APPLICATION 

NUMBER ON FILE. SO IT'S LOGICAL THAT HE HAS PAID 

WHATEVER FEES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THAT APPLICATION. 

SO IT'S YOUR UNDERSTANDING ESSENTIALLY IN EFFECT ALL 

OF THE OTHER POTENTIAL TECHNICAL ISSUES AND EVEN 

FINANCIAL ISSUES HAVE BEEN CLEANED UP OR IN THE 

PROCESS OF BEING CLEANED UP, THIS IS THE 

FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE?  

THAT'S MY UNDERSTANDING, YES, SIR.  

OKAY. THANK YOU. FURTHER QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? IF 

NOT I'LL ENTERTAIN A MOTION ON ITEM 59. I'M SORRY, ITEM 

60, ENTER THIS FLOODPLAIN VARIANCE. COUNCILMEMBER 

LEFFINGWELL?  

Leffingwell: I DON'T THINK THAT I CAN SUPPORT THE 

VARIANCE AT THIS TIME. HE DOES HAVE USE OF HIS 

PROPERTY, THERE'S AN EXISTING HOUSE ON THERE, NOT 

DEPRIVING HIM TOTALLY OF USE. IT DOES PLACE 

ADDITIONAL PEOPLE, THERE'S A WHOLE NEW HOUSE IN THE 

FLOODPLAIN. SO I CAN'T JUSTIFY IT. ON THE OTHER HAND IT 

APPEARS TAKE THERE IS A READY SOLUTION, WHICH I 

GUESS WOULD BE ADDRESSED JUNE 22nd, YOU SAID? AND 

UNFORTUNATELY WE HAVE A LOT OF CANCELLATIONS, I 

GUESS THAT I WOULD MAKE A MOTION TO POSTPONE UNTIL 

JULY 28th. SO WE HAVE THIS, WE CAN KNOW WHETHER THIS 

OTHER VARIANCE HAS BEEN GRANTED AND IF IT LOOKS LIKE 

IT'S GOING TO GO AHEAD.  

Alvarez: I'LL SECOND THAT.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL TO 

POSTPONE ACTION, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 



POSTPONE ACTION ON ITEM NO. 60 UNTIL JULY 27th, 2006, 

THAT BEING THE FIRST COUNCIL MEETING AFTER THE 

ANTICIPATED NEIGHBORHOOD CASE. YES, QUICK QUESTION 

I WOULD HAVE THEN FOR STAFF, DOES THAT -- IS THERE 

SORT OF A TECHNICAL VIOLATION BY LENGTHENING, YOU 

KNOW, OUR DECISION? ARE WE COMPLICATING SOME 

OTHER PIECE OF THIS PUZZLE? MOTION AND SECOND ON 

THE TABLE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING, POSTPONE THE 

JULY 27th, FURTHER COMMENTS? HEARING NONE, ALL 

THOSE IN FAVOR PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Wynn: OPPOSED? MOTION PASSES ON A VOTE OF 6-0. THANK 

YOU ALL VERY MUCH. OKAY, COUNCIL, THAT LEAVES US 

WITH -- WITH TWO PUBLIC HEARINGS. THE -- THE FIRST ON 

THE AGENDA IS OUR, YOU KNOW, PUBLIC HEARING 

REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOVEMBER 2006 BOND 

ELECTION, WHICH I ANNOUNCED EARLIER WE HAVE 

ALREADY IN OUR PRELIMINARY AGENDA, HAVE ALREADY -- 

HAVE LONG ANNOUNCED THAT THAT PUBLIC HEARING WILL 

BE CONTINUED NEXT THURSDAY THE 25th AND FRANKLY WE 

HAVE ALWAYS BUILT INTO THE SCHEDULE THE ABILITY FOR 

IT TO BE CONTINUED A WEEK FURTHER TO JUNE 8th. MY 

RECOMMENDATION BASED ON THAT AND I KNOW THERE'S 

STILL -- THERE'S A COUPLE OF DOZEN FOLKS WHO HAVE 

STEADFASTLY WAITED FOR THEIR ABILITY TO ADDRESS US 

MPLS I I WOULD STAY HERE AS LONG AS COUNCIL WANTS TO 

TO ALLOW THEM TO SPEAK. WE DO HAVE A SECOND ITEM 

THAT FRNGLY DOESN'T HAVE THE ABILITY TO CONTINUE TO 

FRANKLY DOESN'T HAVE THE ABILITY FOR THE 

CONTINUATION OF A PUBLIC HEARING FOR A WEEK OR TWO, 

ITEM NO. 62 REGARDING AN APPEAL OF A RECENT ZONING 

AND PLATTING DECISION WITH ONLY A HANDFUL OF FOLKS 

WHO TECHNICALLY ARE SIGNED UP WEARING TO ADDRESS 

US. MY RECOMMENDATION TO US AS PAINFUL AS IT IS FOR 

FOLKS TO HEAR THIS, WHO ARE WAITING TO GIVE US 

TESTIMONY REGARDING THE BOND POTENTIAL ELECTION, IS 

THAT WE TAKE UP ITEM NO. 62 FIRST, WHICH ONLY HAS SIX 

CITIZENS WAITING TO SPEAK. TRY TO MAKE A TIMELY 

DECISION ON THAT CASE, TAKE UP WHATEVER TESTIMONY 

FOLKS WANT TO WAIT FOR REGARDING THE BOND 

PROPOSAL. ITEM NO. 61, CONSIDER A PUBLIC HEARING AND 



APPEAL BY DALE BULLA VICE-PRESIDENT OF 2222 COALITION 

OF NEIGHBORHOODS REGARDING THE ZONING ZONINGS 

DECISION TO APPROVE PHASING OF A RELEASED SITE PLAN, 

VERY SPECIFIC PART OF OUR CODE.  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL, THE STAFF IS COMING IN TO PRESENT 

THIS CASE FOR YOU FROM THE SHEILA FROM WATERSHED 

PROTECTION DEVELOPMENT REVIEW WILL BE THE 

PRESENTER AND SO I WOULD -- AT THIS POINT I WILL TURN 

IT OVER TO HER. AND SHEILA IT'S ALL YOURS.  

HI MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM AND COUNCIL, I AM SHEILA 

WITH THE WATERSHED PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW DEPARTMENT. AND I WILL BE PROVIDING YOU WITH 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE CHAMPION COMMERCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT SITE PLAN APPEAL TO PHASING. I WOULD 

LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE APPEAL IS TO THE PHASING 

OF THE SITE PLAN ONLY. WE DO HAVE AN APPROVED SITE 

PLAN. THANK YOU. THE SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAS 

INITIALLY APPROVED BY THE ZONING AND PLATTING 

COMMISSION ON NOVEMBER 1st OF 2005. WITH THE THREE 

YEAR LIFE. AND IT'S DUE TO EXPIRE ON NOVEMBER THE 1st, 

2008. SUBSEQUENTLY PHASING WAS GRANTED BY THE 

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION COMMISSION ON 

JANUARY 17th OF 2006, FOR FIVE YEARS, OR UP TO 2010 FOR 

PHASE 1, AND 10 YEARS OR UP TO 2015 FOR PHASE 2. THE 

APPROVED SITE PLAN PROPOSES TWO COMMERCIAL RETAIL 

BUILDINGS WITH THE ASSOCIATED PARKING, DRIVES, 

UTILITIES AND THE WATER QUALITY FACILITY ON A 9.201-

ACRE PARCEL LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 

LOOP 360 AND HIGHWAY 2222. PHASE 1 INCLUDES A 48,710 

SQUARE FOOT BUILDING WITH ALL IMPROVEMENTS. AND 

PHASE 2 INCLUDES A BUILDING ONLY FOR 8100 SQUARE 

FEET. THE LAST THING THAT I WOULD LIKE TO BRIEFLY 

SUMMARIZE, WE HANDED OUT A SHEET, I BELIEVE IT'S 

YELLOW. CODE CRITERIA FOR PHASING, EMPHASIZE THE 

THREE POINTS, APPROVAL IS REQUIRED IF BEGINNING 

CONSTRUCTION DATE IS MORE THAN THREE YEARS AFTER 

THE SITE PLAN APPROVAL DATE. ALL OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

MUST BE CONDUCIVE TO PHASING AND EACH PROPOSED 

PHASE MUST BE DISCRETE AND COMPOSED OF A 

SUBSTANTIAL PART OF THE ENTIRE DEVELOPMENT. ON 

APPEAL, COUNCIL MAY GRANT THE APPEAL, DENY THE 



APPEAL, OR GRANT THE APPEAL AND MODIFY THE 

CONDITIONS OF THE PHASING. COUNCIL'S DECISIONS 

MAKING OBLIGATION IS TO MAKE THE DECISION THAT THE 

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION SHOULD HAVE MADE. 

WITH THAT I WILL CLOSE THE STAFF PRESENTATION.  

Thomas: ANY QUESTIONS FROM STAFF?  

MAYOR PRO TEM AT THIS TIME THE APPROPRIATE THING IS 

FOR THE -- THE APPELLATANT TO MAKE THEIR INITIAL 

PRESENTATION, CONCERNING THE APPEAL, THEN THE 

PARTY OPPOSED TO THE -- AND THEN PARTY OPPOSED TO 

THE APPEAL AND THEN YOU SHOULD ALSO HAVE SIGNUPS 

FOR PEOPLE WISHING TO SPEAK BUT THERE SHOULD BE A 

PRIMARY SPEAKER FOR THE APPELLATE AND THEN 

ULTIMATELY THE AT THE END THE APPELLATE WILL HAVE A 

REBUTTAL TIME.  

Thomas: OKAY.  

I HAVEN'T BEEN CALLED AN APPELLATE BEFORE, I WANTED 

TO MAKE SURE [LAUGHTER]  

Mayor Wynn: IT'S EARLY YET.  

GOOD EVENING, MAYOR AND COUNCIL.  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

THE HOUR IS LATE. THE -- THE BASIS OF THIS REQUEST BY 

THE CHAMPIONS FOR EXTENSION IS THAT BECAUSE OF THE 

TERMS OF THE 1996 COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT THE LAW GOVERNED DEVELOPMENT TRACT 4 

WILL NOT CHANGE. THE CITY COUNCIL IS AWARE THAT, WE 

THINK, THAT THE 1996 CSA IS ACTUALLY A BAD DEAL AND IS 

PUBLICLY BEING QUESTIONED BY [INDISCERNIBLE] AND 

OTHERS, PROBLEMATIC IN NATURE. 2222 CONA REQUESTS 

THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DISAPPROVE THE REQUEST FOR 

PHASED DEVELOPMENT WITH AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO 

TRACT 4 ON THE GROUNDS THAT, ONE, QUESTIONS 

REGARDING THE LEGALITY OF THE 96 CSA HAVE NOT YET 

BEEN FULLY RESOLVED. AS YOU ARE PROBABLY AWARE THE 

CITY HAS OBTAINED OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNSEL. REGARDING 



THIS CONTRACT ZONING CONA IS VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED TO 

THE EXTENSION OF PRE1993 RULES, REGULATIONS AND 

ORDINANCES TO ANY OF THE CHAMPION PROPERTIES. 

NUMBER 2, THE TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS CONDUCTED FOR 

THESE CHAMPIONS, FOR THE CHAMPIONS IN 1998 DID NOT 

EVEN CONSIDER THIS DEVELOPMENT ON TRACT 4 AND IT'S 

NOT BEEN UPDATED WITH CURRENT TRAFFIC CONDITIONS 

AND ASSUMPTIONS. THE PLAN FOR PHASED DEVELOPMENT 

FOR THIS TRACT DOES NOT PROVIDE SOLUTIONS TO 

MEDIATE THESE TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. AS REQUIRED BY 

SECTION 25521 OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE AND THE 

1998 TIA DATA AND ASSUMPTIONS WILL ONLY BECOME MORE 

OBSOLETE AND THE TRAFFIC ISSUES MORE SEVERE AS TIME 

GOES BY. THE 1998 TIA FOR TRACTS ONE AND TWO IS BASED 

ON CONDITIONS THAT EXISTED EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN 

ASSUMPTION THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRACTS ONE AND 

TWO WOULD BE COMPLETED BY '03, ALL OF WHICH IS NOW 

COMPLETELY OBSOLETE. THE CHAMPIONS HAVE 

REPEATEDLY COMPLAINED THAT THEY ARE BEING PUNISHED 

FOR THE TRAFFIC PROBLEMS BECAUSE THEY ARE LAST IN 

LINE TO DEVELOP. YET THEY DO NOT ACT IN GOOD FAITH TO 

DEVELOP THEIR PROPERTY. THE PHASING OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT ON THIS NINE ACRE TRACT IS NOT LOGICAL 

WITH THE SHARED WATER QUALITY CONTROLS AND 

PARKING ING AND WILL EXACERBATE THE DISRUPTION TO 

THE SURROUNDING F.M. 2222 AND LOOP 360 ROADWAYS AND 

THE NEIGHBORHOODS WITH ONGOING CONSTRUCTIONAL 

ACTIVITIES. WITH THE REQUEST OF THIS EXTENSION, THE 

CHAMPIONS ARE JUST DELAYING THE POSTING OF FISCAL 

SECURITY WHILE SECURING THEIR SPECIAL EXEMPTIONS 

AND THE ABILITY TO MODIFY THE MINIMAL INCOMPLETE SITE 

PLANS THAT HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED. EXTENDING THE 

EXPIRATION DATES FOR THIS SITE PLAN GIVES UNFAIR 

ADVANTAGE TO THE CHOMPIANS AS THEY -- CHAMPIANS AS 

THEY WAIT TO SEE WHAT OTHER LAND OWNERS MIGHT DO. 

OTHER LAND OWNERS ARE WILLING TO TAKE THE RISK AND 

ABIDE THE PROCESS FOR THEIR DEVELOPMENTS. ALLOWING 

THE DEVELOPMENT TO RESPOND TO MARKET CONDITIONS 

IS NOT A REASONABLE NEED FOR THE REQUESTED PHASING 

AND EXTENSION. THE PROPERTY IS ZONED FOR RETAIL AND 

CONVENIENCE STORE USE. WHICH ALREADY PROVIDES THE 

DEVELOPER WITH FLEXIBILITY TO RESPOND TO MARKET 



CONDITIONS WITH MIX OF RETAIL. THE CHAMPIONS HAVE 

BEEN IN VIOLATION OF THEIR TCEQ VIOLATION 

REPRESENTING TO THE PERMIT SINCE AT LEAST 2005 AND 

WE ARE NOT-- THEY ARE NOT BEING RESPONSIBLE IN 

ADDING THAT PROBLEM THAT THE LEAD SHOT HAS 

ACCUMULATED IN THE WATERSHED IN TRACT 4, WHERE 

TRACT 4 IS ALSO LOCATED. SO IT APPEARS THAT THE 

CHAMPIONS OBTAINED THEIR ZONING SUBDIVISION AND 

APPROVAL OF A MINIMAL INCOMPLETE SITE PLAN ON TRACT 

4 JUST TO SATISFY THE 10 YEAR TERM OF AGREEMENT 

FROM THE '96 CSA. THEIR REQUEST FOR A LONG EXTENSION 

OF TIME SEEMS TO BE ONE OF AN ATTEMPT TO AVOID 

CURRENT CITY CODE PROVISIONS FOR LONGER, FOR FAR 

LONGER THAN THE CITY AGREED TO IN '96. TWO THE 

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN AN ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL 

BEFORE A COURT OF LAW CAN RULE ON THE 1996 CSA. THIS 

SEEMS TO BE AN END RUN AROUND PENDING LEGAL 

CONTROVERSY IN AN EFFORT TO FURTHER DISREGARD THE 

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS THAT EVERYONE ELSE HAS TO 

ABIDE BY. 2222 CONA REQUEST DENIED APPROVAL OF THIS 

PHASED DEVELOPMENT WITH AN EXTENSION OF TIME, 

UNLESS THE CHAMPIONS AGREE ON THE RECORD AND IN 

WRITING THAT CURRENT CITY CODES WILL APPLY TO ANY 

AND ALL DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FILED IN THE 

FUTURE. AND PROVE TO BE RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPERS BY 

COMPLYING WITH TCEQ CONDITIONAL PERMIT 

REQUIREMENTS TO MEDIATE THE LED POLLUTION THAT NOW 

ARE ALLOWING TO THREATEN THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF 

THE BULL CREEK WATERSHED AND OUR PUBLIC DRINKING 

WATER SUPPLY. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

TENSION.  

THANK YOU, DALE. EXCUSE ME. SORRY IF I MISSED THE 

EARLIER DESCRIPTION, BUT AGAIN WHAT WE HAVE HERE IS 

A FORMAL PROCESS LIKE A PUBLIC HEARING FOR A ZONING 

CASE, PRESENTATIONS THAT OF THE -- OF THE LIKE AN 

APPLICANT. NOW HEAR FROM FOLKS WHO WISH TO SPEAK 

IN SUPPORT OF THE APPEAL. THEN WE WILL HEAR FROM 

FOLKS WHO WILL SPEAK AGAINST THAT. THEN THERE WILL 

BE A REBUTTAL OPPORTUNITY. SO FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP 

WISHING TO SPEAK, A BUNCH OF FOLKS SIGNED UP NOT 

WISHING TO SPEAK ALSO IN FAVOR OF THE APPEAL. OUR 



NEXT SPEAKER, TAKE THESE IN ORDER, WILL BE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] WELCOME BACK, PETER. A NUMBER OF 

FOLKS OFFERING TO DONATE TIME TO YOU. I JUST WANTED 

TO REIT RATE A FEW POINTS THAT DALE MADE. THEY HAVE A 

SITE PLAN, THEY HAVE PERMISSION TO BUILD ON THE SITE, 

THEY SHOULD GO AHEAD AND BUILD ON THE SITE. THEY 

HAVE A SPECIAL DEAL HERE FOR 10 YEARS, IT ENDED THE 10 

YEARS, THEY HAVE GOT A DEAL HERE, THEY SHOULD GO 

AHEAD AND DO IT AND NOT DEPEND ON HAVING THE 

SPECIAL TREATMENT FOR THIS PROPERTY. EXTENDING WAY 

INTO THE FUTURE. WE ARE ALREADY DEALING WITH A WAY 

OUT OF DATE BUILDING DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AND 

WE WOULD LIKE TO LIMIT THAT AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE SO 

WE CAN BRING PROPERTIES INTO CURRENT REGULATION. 

THIS IS A SPECIAL DEAL AND THEY SHOULD TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF IT AND DEVELOP THE PROPERTY. THANK 

YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. NEXT SPEAKER IS LINDA 

[INDISCERNIBLE] HERE EARLIER. WE WILL BE SURE TO READ 

INTO THE RECORD ALL OF THE FOLKS THAT DON'T WISH TO 

SPEAK BUT ARE IN SUPPORT OF THE APPEAL. MS. LASSITER 

STILL HERE, I BELIEVE. SHE WANTED TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT 

OF THE APPEAL. AS LET'S SAY -- WELL, THIS IS CONFUSING 

SOME FOLKS SIGNED UP I THINK INCORRECTLY. LOOKS LIKE 

EVERYBODY SIGNED UP FOR, I THINK SOME PEOPLE ARE 

HERE IN OPPOSITION TO THE APPEAL. SO LET ME JUST READ 

THE FOLKS NAMES WHO BASED ON AN EARLIER CASE THAT 

WE HAD I BELIEVED TO BE IN SUPPORT OF THE APPEAL, 

THAT WOULD INCLUDE JOHN MORRIS, CAROL 

[INDISCERNIBLE], RICHARD FLOYD, KATE BRINDLE, JEFF 

[INDISCERNIBLE], JO AN NORTON, CAROL LEE, PORTER 

LEWIS, EARLE RUSSELL AND ELLEN RUSSELL. ANY OTHER 

FOLKS WHO WOULD LIKE TO -- TO SPEAK OR BE SHOWN IN 

SUPPORT OF MR. BULLA'S APPEAL? CAROL?  

I WILL BE VERY BRIEF. I NEED SUPPORT ON PETER'S 

PROPOSITION, I WOULD LIKE TO JUST POINT OUT THAT THE 

SITE PLAN HAS NOT EVEN BEEN RELEASED, AS I 

UNDERSTAND ITRONIX WOULD HAVE THREE YEARS BEFORE 

IT EVEN EXPIRED. WHAT THEY ARE REQUESTING WOULD 

TAKE THEM OUT TO 2019. I DON'T SEE THAT IT'S IN THE 

CITY'S OR PUBLIC'S BEST INTEREST TO DO THAT. AS I 



UNDERSTAND IT, THERE'S NO REASON TO GRANT 

EXTENSIONS AND PHASINGS WHEN THEY DON'T NEED IT AND 

THEY HAVE ANOTHER THREE YEARS TO EXECUTE THE SITE 

PLAN. THANK YOU.  

THANK YOU, MS. LEE. I'M GOING TO HAVE TO TRY TO DO 

HERE AGAIN I THINK EVERYBODY HAS SIGNED UP FOR AND 

SOME I THINK BY MISTAKE, THEY SHOULD HAVE SIGNED UP 

AGAINST THE APPEAL. SO I'M GOING TO TRY TO RUN 

THROUGH THESE FOLKS THAT SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO 

SPEAK I WANT TO MAKE SURE THE RECORD GETS 

CORRECTED AS TO WHETHER YOU ARE SUPPORTING THE 

APPEAL OR IN OPPOSITION TO THE APPEAL. OTHER FOLKS 

NOT WISHING TO SPEAK WHO I BELIEVE ARE SUPPORTIVE OF 

THE APPEAL, IF NOT PLEASE CORRECT ME, WOULD INCLUDE 

PAULA BEARD, JOHN ECKERT, CHRISTINA DIRE, LYSETTE 

SMIDLEY, VERNON REED, EDWIN KING, DONNA REEVES, 

AGAIN THESE ARE FOLKS WHO ARE SUPPORTING MR. 

BULLA'S APPEAL. LEWIS McCOURT, SORRY IF I'M 

MISPRONOUNCING THAT, RUTH CRYINGER, WINS STORE 

CRYINGER, JAMIE HATCH, MONA METTEY, DEBORAH 

MCCASLAND, BOB RICHARDSON, JENNIFER FLOYD, AND JEAN 

GRAVES. ALL SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK BUT 

SUPPORTING MR. BULLA'S APPEAL. WE NOW HEAR FROM 

FOLKS WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK IN -- IN OPPOSITION TO 

THE APPEAL. THAT IS SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF THE ZONING 

AND PLATTING COMMISSION'S DECISION. AND THAT LOOKS 

LIKE THE FIRST SPEAKER THERE WILL BE MICHAEL WHELAN. 

JOSIE CHAMPION IS HERE, HELLO. SHE WOULD LIKE TO 

DONATE TIME TO YOU, SO YOU WILL HAVE SIX MINUTES IF 

YOU NEED IT.  

NO. MS. CHAMPION WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK AS WELL.  

FAIR ENOUGH. FOLLOWED BY -- BY ANYBODY ELSE WHO 

WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK IN -- IN OPPOSITION TO THE APPEAL. 

[ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

WITH REGARD TO THE PHASING THAT WE'RE SEEKING, IT IS 

FIVE-YEAR AND 10-YEAR TWO-PART PHASING AND WE'RE 

SEEKING IT FOR SEVERAL REASONS. THE FIRST REASON IS 

TXDOT PLANS. ALL OF Y'ALL KNOW AS DO THE 2222 CONA 

FOLKS AND THE NEIGHBORS, TXDOT PLANS ARE IN FLUX, 



VERY MUCH SO, INCLUDING THE LAKEWOOD ENTRANCE. BY 

THE WAY, WE CANNOT GET A CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 

PURSUANT TO THE RESTRICTIVE COVENANT UNTIL THE 

MEDIAN IS EXTENDED TO PREVENT U TURNS. THAT WAS 

ANOTHER AGREEMENT WE'VE REACHED. BUT THE PLANS 

FOR THE RAMP AND FOR THE INTERSECTION ITSELF ARE IN 

FLUX AND IT MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO ACTUALLY BUILD AND 

TO GET PEOPLE INTERESTED IN THE PARTICULAR TRACT, 

ESPECIALLY THE TYPES OF FOLKS WE'RE TRYING TO GET IN 

HERE, WHICH WE HOPE WILL BE ACCOMMODATING TO THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD, ESPECIALLY GIVEN ALL THE RESTRICTIONS 

THAT EXIST IN TERMS OF CONSTRUCTION, LIKE NO -- YOU 

HAVE TO HAVE SHIELDED MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT ON TOP, 

ETCETERA. THE PLANS -- SO THE PLANS MAKE IT DIFFICULT. 

THE SECOND PIECE ARE THE COSTS. THE COSTS INVOLVED 

IN REDOING THIS IN FOUR YEARS HAS BEEN SUGGESTED, 

ARE NOT GOING TO BE BORNE BY US, THEY'RE GOING TO BE 

BORNE BY YOU, THE NOTICE, ALL FEES ARE WAIVED 

PURSUANT TO OUR AGREEMENT, THE STAFF TIME AND 

EFFORT WILL ALL BE YOURS. WE WILL BE ABLE TO FILE OUR 

SITE PLAN AND IT WILL BE REAPPROVED BASED ON THE 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT THAT EXISTS AND FRANKLY 1704 

RIGHTS WHICH ALSO EXIST. THE STAFF RECOMMENDED 

THIS. THE IN YOUR BACKUP, ALL THE POINTS THAT WERE 

ADDRESSED BY MR. BULLA ARE SPECIFICALLY RESPONDED 

TO BY THE STAFF. THEY HAVE BEEN PREPARED 

APPROPRIATELY SO BY NEIGHBORHOOD AND THEY HAVE 

BEEN GIVEN SOLID RESPONSES, INCLUDING 6, SAYING THAT 

MARKET CONDITIONS ANT A REASONABLE NEED, QUOTE, 

MARKET CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN A CONSIDERATION IN 

GRANTING OTHER PHASING REQUESTS. HAS BEEN A 

CONSIDERATION IN GRANTING OTHER PHASING REQUESTS. [ 

BUZZER SOUNDS ] WE WOULD ASK TONIGHT BASED ON 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND ZAP, A 7-0 VOTE, STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION, THAT YOU APPROVE THE PHASING 

REQUEST. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. JOSIE CHAMPION. WELCOME. YOU 

WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES. IT LOOKS LIKE YOU WILL BE 

FOLLOWED BY PETER CICERO.  

MY NAME IS JOSIE CHAMPION AND I WANT TO TALK TO YOU 

ABOUT OUR EXTENSION REQUEST. MR. WHELLAN HAS TOLD 



YOU THAT THE CITY HAS APPROVED A SITE PLAN, A 

COMMERCIAL SITE PLAN FOR US. IN FACT, THEY APPROVED 

THAT TWICE. THE FIRST TIME WE CAME OUR OPPOSITION 

WAS NOT HERE, THEY WERE LATE, AND THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION APPROVED US UNANIMOUSLY. WELL, WHEN 

THE OPPOSITION CAME IN THEY DECIDED WE'RE GOING TO 

DO THIS AGAIN, SO WE HEARD FROM THEM AND THEN THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVED US UNANIMOUSLY 

AGAIN. AS MR. WHELLAN TOLD YOU, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE 

A NEW BRIDGE ON 2222 OVER BULL CREEK AND THAT'S 

GOING TO AFFECT US, OUR ENTRANCES. BOTH SIDES OF 

THE ROADWAY ON EITHER SIDE OF THE BRIDGE WILL BE 

AFFECTED. AND THAT WILL IMPACT US. THERE'S NO 

QUESTION ABOUT THAT, AND THEREFORE WE'RE ASKING 

FOR AN EXTENSION ON THE TIME THAT WE HAVE IN WHICH 

TO DO THIS. I DON'T KNOW THAT IT WOULD WORK A 

HARDSHIP ON ANYONE NOT TO GRANT THAT TO US. AND WE 

SIT HERE IN THESE LONG NIGHTS AND I HAVE SAT BACK 

THERE MANY TIMES AND I'VE THOUGHT TO MYSELF, THE 

FIRST SHALL BE LAST AND THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST, AND 

WE'RE HERE AT THE LAST AGAIN. I WANT TO SAY ALSO TO 

MR. BULLA, WE HAVE CLEANED UP THAT LID. THE LAST TIME 

WE WERE HERE TALKING ABOUT THIS, HE MADE THE SAME 

COMMENT, THE SAME STATEMENT, AND THAT IS INCORRECT. 

THAT LEAD CLEANUP HAS BEEN MADE ON OUR PROPERTY. 

BUT WE DO ASK YOU TO PLEASE GO AHEAD AND GRANT OUR 

EXTENSIONS. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. CHAMPION. PETER CICERO? NO 

NEED TO SPEAK. YOU WILL BE SHOWN IN OPPOSITION TO 

THE APPEAL. THANK YOU. ARE THERE ANY OTHER FOLKS 

WHO WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS US IN OPPOSITION TO MR. 

BULLA'S APPEAL? AND IF NOT, MR. BULLA, WELCOME BACK. 

YOU CAN -- YOU CAN REBUT FOR THREE MINUTES.  

CAN I HAVE SOME ASSISTANCE WITH THE REBUTTAL? IS 

THAT POSSIBLE? I'M NOT AS KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE TXDOT 

ISSUES, BUT THERE IS OUR TXDOT REPRESENTATIVE WHO 

HAS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE BRIDGE STATUS AT THE 

LAKEWOOD ENTRANCE.  

GOOD EVENING, I'M CAROL (INDISCERNIBLE), THE TXDOT 

LIAISON FOR 2222 CONA. I SPOKE TO KATHY CRAB TWO DAYS 



AGO FOR AN UPDATE ON THIS PROJECT. SHE REITERATED 

TO ME AT THIS TIME THAT THE PROJECT IS HOPED TO BEGIN 

WITHIN ONE YEAR. THERE'S A POSSIBILITY IF THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL -- IF APPROVALS ARE DELAYED OR THE 

RIGHT-OF-WAY PURCHASE FROM THE CHAMPION PROPERTY 

IS DELAYED IT COULD BE AS LATE AS JANUARY 20 ON THE, 

BUT THEY'RE ANTICIPATING STARTING THE PROJECT WITHIN 

THE YEAR. THE PROJECT WOULD TAKE 15 TO 18 MONTHS TO 

COMPLETE. SO THAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE 

PROJECT. IT IS NOT GOING TO BE A FIVE TO 10 YEAR OUT 

KIND OF PROJECT. THEY EXPECT TO HAVE THE PROJECT 

FINISHED WITHIN A COUPLE OF YEARS. WELL, WITHIN 15 TO 

18 MONTHS OF WHEN THEY STARTED IT, WHICH WILL 

HOPEFULLY BE ONE YEAR FROM NOW. I WANT TO 

REITERATE TO YOU THAT WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THE 

CHAMPIONS DEVELOPING THIS PROPERTY. WE'RE LOOKING 

FORWARD TO THAT PROPERTY BEING DEVELOPED. THE 

ONLY PROBLEM THAT WE'RE HAVING IS WITH THE EXTENDED 

TIME OF PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT, AND NOT BEING 

BROUGHT UNDER CURRENT REGULATIONS. THEY ARE 

PERFECTLY -- IT'S PERFECTLY OKAY WITH US IF THEY DELAY 

THEIR PROJECT BY FIVE OR 10 YEARS. THE ONLY QUESTION 

IS WHETHER OR NOT THAT DELAY SHOULD CONTINUE THIS 

PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT UNDER THE RULING, SO 

THEY'RE NOT UNDER THE CURRENT CITY ORDINANCES AND 

REQUIREMENTS, PARTICULARLY FOR WATER PROTECTION. 

SO WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THEIR POSTPONING THEIR 

DEVELOPMENT, WE'RE SIMPLY OPPOSED TO THE EXTENSION 

OF THE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT. THANK YOU.  

AND I THINK EACH OF YOU ARE GETTING A COPY OF THE 

TCEQ REPORT DATED THIS SPRING SHOWING THAT THEY 

ARE CONTINUING TO BE IN VIOLATION.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. SO COUNCIL, QUESTIONS? 

COMMENTS? I'LL CURRENTLY ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO 

CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING? MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN THAT I'LL SECOND TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC 

HEARING. ALL IN FAVOR PLEASE AAYE. OPPOSED? MOTION 

TO CLOSE THE PLEERS PUBLIC HEARING PASSES ON A VOTE 

OF SIX TO ZERO. QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL.  



Leffingwell: QUESTION OF STAFF. IT MAY BE LEGAL, I DON'T 

KNOW. YOU CAN DECIDE WHEN YOU GET UP THERE. IFAS I 

UNDERSTAND IT, AS PREVIOUSLY BRIEFED, AND JUST TO 

CLARIFY THE STATEMENT THAT WAS MADE BY THE APPLE 

LANT WHO JUST SPOKE, IT DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE 

ABOUT WHICH -- THE WATER QUALITY REGULATIONS THAT 

APPLY NOW WILL APPLY SUBSEQUENTLY AFTER THE SITE 

PLAN IS REFILED, IF IT'S REFILED FOR THE SAME RETAIL 

PURPOSE.  

THAT IS CORRECT.  

Leffingwell: SO IF YOU CONTINUE TO REFILE ON A THREE OR 

FOUR YEAR BASIS WITH EXTENSIONS THEY WILL STILL BE 

UNDER THE SAME WATER QUALITY REGULATIONS IN 2019 IF 

THAT'S WHEN THIS PROJECT IS BUILT AS IF THEY ARE 

TODAY.  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

Leffingwell: SO BASICALLY THE ONLY THING ACCOMPLISHED 

BY DENYING THIS IS TO MAKE THE APPLICANT, THE 

DEVELOPER FILE SITE PLANS MORE OFTEN. HE STILL HAS 

THE SAME RULES AND REGULATIONS IN PLACE. IS THAT 

CORRECT?  

YOU ARE CORRECT.  

Leffingwell: DO THE APPELLANTS UNDERSTAND THAT?  

Mayor Wynn: MR. BULLA?  

MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE RULES THEY'RE UNDER 

NOW ARE NOT CURRENT REGULATIONS, THEY'RE NOT 

CURRENT RULES.  

Leffingwell: THAT'S CORRECT.  

SO OUR POSITION IS IF THEY WANT TO DEVELOP THE LAND 

UNDER THE SPECIAL PRIVILEGES, THEY SHOULD GO ON AND 

DEVELOP THE LAND AND NOT KEEP THESE OLD WATER 

QUALITY RULES GOING ON INDEFINITELY INTO THE FUTURE.  



Leffingwell: BUT YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THEY CAN DO THAT.  

WELL, I GUESS THE COUNCIL CAN DECIDE WHETHER THEY 

CAN DO IT OR NOT.  

Leffingwell: NO, THE COUNCIL DOESN'T DECIDE, IS THAT 

CORRECT? ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS REFILE THE FLIGHT 

PLAN -- FLIGHT PLAN. [ LAUGHTER ]  

SPOKEN LIKE A TRUE PILOT. [ LAUGHTER ]  

Leffingwell: THE SITE PLAN. ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS REFILE 

THE SITE PLAN AND IT'S AUTOMATIC CONTINUATION OF 

THEIR DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE OLD WATER QUALITY 

RULES.  

THAT'S RIGHT. THAT'S WHAT OUR CONCERN IS, YES. THE 

CONCERN IS THAT THE OLD RIGHTS CONTINUE ON AND ON 

AND ON AND BY GRANTING EXTENSION AFTER EXTENSION.  

Leffingwell: BUT ALL THEY HAVE TO DO TO AVOID HAVING TO 

GET AN EXTENSION IS TO REFILE THE SITE PLAN AGAIN. IT'S 

THE SAME THING. IT JUST HAPPENS MORE OFTEN.  

IN THREE OR FOUR YEARS WHEN THE CLOVER LEAF GOES IN 

AT 360 THAT WILL CHANGE THE WHOLE SITE PLAN ANYWAY.  

Dunkerley: NOT THE USE.  

Mayor Wynn: ACTUALLY, MS. TERRY, COULD YOU CONFIRM 

COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL'S POINT IS THAT WHETHER 

THEY HAVE PHASING OR NOT TECHNICALLY, BECAUSE OF 

THE EXISTING RIGHTS THAT CURRENTLY THE OWNER-

DEVELOPER-APPLICANT HAVE, THOSE COULD IN FACT BE 

CONTINUED TECHNICALLY INDEPENDENT OF THIS ACTION.  

THAT IS CORRECT. IF THIS -- IF THE COUNCIL WERE TO 

DECIDE TO GRANT THE APPEAL AND DENY THE PHASING, 

AND IF THE SITE PLAN EXPIRES ON NOVEMBER THE FIRST, 

2008 WITHOUT AN EXTENSION, THEY CAN COME BACK AND 

FILE THE SITE PLAN FOR THE SAME PROJECT AGAIN AND 

THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WILL SET THE STANDARDS 

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS TRACT. THE STANDARDS 



WILL NOT BE CURRENT CODE AS LONG AS THE SITE PLAN 

THAT IS FILED IS FOR THE PROJECT THAT THIS PARTICULAR 

SITE PLAN ENCOMPASSES. AND THE REASON FOR THAT IS 

BECAUSE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT, MERELY 

REQUIRED THEM TO FILE A SITE PLAN FOR A DEFINED 

PROJECT, WHICH IS COMMERCIAL RETAIL PROJECT, WHICH 

IS WHAT THEY HAVE DONE, WITHIN THE 10-YEAR TIME 

FRAME FROM 19 -- JULY 11, 1996 AND THEY HAVE DONE 

THAT, AND THEY HAVE RECEIVED -- THE REQUIREMENT FOR 

THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WAS THEM TO FILE AND 

RECEIVE APPROVAL. THEY HAVE FILED APPEARED RECEIVED 

APPROVAL OF THE SITE PLAN WITHIN THAT 10-YEAR TIME 

FRAME. IF THIS SITE PLAN EXPIRES THEY CAN COME BACK 

AND FILE THE SITE PLAN -- A NEW SITE PLAN FOR THIS 

PROJECT UNDER THE TERMS OF THE SETTLEMENT. IF THEY 

CHANGE THE PROJECT IT'S A DIFFERENT BALLGAME.  

Mayor Wynn: I HAVE A QUESTION FOR MR. WHELLAN. SO MR. 

WHELLAN, BASED ON THE INFORMATION FROM THE CITY 

ATTORNEY, YOU KNOW, YOU ALL HAVE THE ABILITY 

ESSENTIALLY TO CONTINUE THIS PROJECT FOR A VERY 

LONG TIME BASED ON JUST REFILING A SITE PLAN. SO 

BASED ON THAT, WHY ARE YOU MAKING THE REQUEST.  

THE REQUEST WAS MADE WHEN WE REALIZED THAT 

TXDOT'S PLANS REALLY AREN'T STABLE. THEY ARE NOT -- 

EVEN MR. BULLA RECOGNIZE THAT HAD THEY'RE STILL 

WORKING ON THE FLYOVER AND THE EXIT RAMPS AND 

ENTRANCE RAMPS, AND IF -- WHEN AND IF WE WERE -- IF WE 

HAD TO DO THAT, IF WE HAD TO COME BACK IN THREE 

YEARS OR FOUR YEARS WITH THE SAME SITE PLAN, THE 

COSTS WILL NOT BE OURS. THERE WILL BE SOME COST. 

WE'LL HAVE TO GET IT REDONE AND RESTAMPED BY THE 

ENGINEERS, BUT IF WE FILE THE EXACT SAME ONE AS THE 

CITY ATTORNEY HAS JUST NOTED, IT WILL BE APPROVED. 

THE COST WILL BE YOURS, THE COST WILL BE THE CITIES. 

THE COST FOR NOTICE, THE FEES THAT ARE REQUIRED, THE 

STAFF REVIEW AGAIN WILL BE THE CITY'S. THE IDEA HERE 

WAS TO ALLOW FLEXIBILITY AND MARKET CONDITIONS TO 

ULTIMATELY MATCH UP. YOU KNOW, THAT WAS REALLY ALL 

THAT WAS GOING ON. IF THERE'S A CONCERN FOR SOME 

REASON ABOUT THE TIME FRAME, I COULD SEE INSTEAD OF 

FIVE AND 10 YEARS IF THERE'S A CONCERN ABOUT THAT TO 



BE FIVE AND NINE YEARS, THAT'S FINE. OR FIVE AND EIGHT 

YEARS. BUT REALLY AGAIN GIVEN TXDOT'S FLUX IS REALLY 

WHAT WAS DRIVING TO SOME EXTENT AND THE COST 

OBVIOUSLY FOR BOTH THE CHAMPIONS AND FOR THE CITY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. WHELLAN. MAYOR PRO TEM? 

MR. WHELLAN.  

Thomas: MR. BULLA WAS TALKING ABOUT THE CLEANUP AND 

THE LETTER THAT YOU RECEIVED ON THE JANUARY. HAS 

THERE BEEN ANY IMPROVEMENT? HAVE YOU CLEANED IT 

UP?  

I'VE GOT TO BE HONEST WITH YOU, I HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO 

IDEA WHAT HE IS TALKING ABOUT. WE HAVE A CERTIFICATE 

OF COMPLETION ON THE TRACT THAT IS OWNED BY THE 

CHAMPIONS, WE HAVE A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

FROM THE TCEQ FROM THE TCEQ. I DIDN'T REALIZE THAT 

THIS IS THIS WAS AGAIN GOING TO COME UP YET ANOTHER 

TIME EVEN THOUGH WE'VE SHARED THIS INFORMATION WITH 

THEM. THE LETTER HE'S CIRCULATING IS AN UNSIGNED 

LETTER FROM DEALING WITH THE VCP SITE. AND I JUST 

HAVE NOT HAD A CHANCE TO READ IT. BUT I WILL TELL YOU 

THAT THEY ARE FOLLOWING -- THERE IS A PIECE OF IT THAT 

IS A SEPARATE LOT WHERE THE GUNSHOT USED TO GO UP 

ON THE RIDGE, AND THE WHOLE PROPERTY WAS PUT INTO 

THE VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM. THAT PIECE UP ON 

THE LEDGE IS NOT OWNED BY THE CHAMPIONS. I THINK IT'S 

STILL OWNED BY JPI OR GABLES AND IT HAS BEEN 

SUBMITTED TO THE VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM, WHICH 

MEANS WE HAVE TO FULLY APPLY WITH TCEQ 

REGULATIONS. I'M NOT SURE WHETHER THAT TRACT HAS 

GOTTEN A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION. THE CHAMPION 

TRACT, WHICH IS THE SKEET RANGE, WHICH IS THE FLAT 

PIECE, DOES HAVE A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION FOR 

THAT TRACT. I'LL BE HAPPY TO DIG UP MORE INFORMATION 

ABOUT THAT AND CIRCULATE IT. IT IS NOT PART OF TRACT 4, 

IT'S NOT PART OF THIS CASE. IT IS AND HAS BEEN 

SUBMITTED TO THE VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM. WE 

WILL CONTINUE TO COMPLY. YOU HAVE TO ONCE YOU'VE 

SUBMITTED YOUR PROPERTY TO THE VCP. IT'S GOING TO 

COMPLY. I DON'T KNOW WHAT ELSE TO SAY.  



Thomas: CAN I ASK MR. BULLA A QUESTION? DID YOU 

UNDERSTAND WHAT HE WAS SAYING ABOUT THE 

COMPLETION BECAUSE THE LETTER THAT WE GOT WAS 

SAYING THAT IT WASN'T, BUT HE SAYS HE HAS A 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION? WERE YOU AWARE OF THAT? 

YES, BUT THERE ARE CERTAIN SPECIFICATIONS FOR 

MAINTENANCE, AND THAT'S WHAT THE TCEQ IS REFERRING 

TO, THAT THE MAINTENANCE HAS NOT BEEN DONE.  

Thomas: OKAY, THE MAINTENANCE.  

THEY HAVE TO MAINTAIN THOSE SILT FENCES, THEY HAVE 

TO MAINTAIN THE STUFF TO PREVENT THE LEAD SHOT FROM 

COMING DOWN. AND IT'S ALL PART OF THE SAME 

WATERSHED. THIS TRACT THAT WE'RE TALK BEING FLOWS 

RIGHT INTO WEST BULL CREEK. IT'S NOT UNRELATED IN MY 

OPINION.  

Mayor Wynn: FURTHER QUESTIONS, COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

Thomas: YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING ELSE.  

LET ME CLARIFY. THEY DO HAVE A PERMIT, BUT THERE ARE 

TWO PERMITS, AND ONE IS CONDITIONAL AND THE OTHER IS 

WHAT?  

Mayor Wynn: UNCONDITIONAL. [ LAUGHTER ]  

IT'S THE OTHER PERMIT -- I'M NOT AN EXPERT IN THIS AREA, 

BUT THEY ARE IN VIOLATION. YOU SAW THE LETTER WHERE 

THEY WENT OUT AND DID ACTUAL ON-SITE INSPECTION AND 

SAID THERE'S CLEAR VIOLATION. I'M NOT MAKING IT UP.  

Thomas: NO. I JUST WANT TO CLARIFY BOTH SIDES. THANK 

YOU, SIR.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN.  

McCracken: I HAD A QUESTION FOR MS. TERRY. MY 

UNDERSTANDING OF OUR SITUATION HERE IS THAT THE SITE 

PLAN THAT'S BEEN FILED IS PURSUANT TO A SETTLEMENT 



AGREEMENT WITH THE CHAMPION FAMILY, IS THAT RIGHT?  

THAT'S CORRECT.  

McCracken: AND THAT SCLMENT AGREEMENT CONTAINS 

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS THAT ARE LOWER THAN OUR 

CURRENT WATER QUALITY STANDARDS IN AUSTIN, RIGHT?  

AND I'M GOING TO HAVE TO DEFER TO THE STAFF ON THAT. I 

BELIEVE THAT WHERE WE ARE ON THAT IS THAT IT IS LAKE 

AUSTIN WATERSHED ORDINANCE -- LAKE AUSTIN 

WATERSHED BEEFED UP, BUT THEY'RE STILL NOT CURRENT. 

AND I THINK THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT THE DETENTION -- 

THE TWO-YEAR STORM DETENTION IS NOT REQUIRED, AND 

THAT'S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CURRENT WATER 

QUALITY AND WHAT THEY HAVE TO DO.  

THAT'S CORRECT, MS. TERRY.  

McCracken: SO THE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS IN THIS 

SITE PLAN WHICH ARE PURSUANT TO THE SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT ARE LOWER OR NOT AS -- NOT AS STRONG AS 

OUR CURRENT STANDARDS, IS THAT RIGHT?  

RIGHT. THEY'RE COMPARABLE AS FAR AS HALF INCH 

CAPTURE VOLUME FOR WATER QUALITY, BUT THEY DO NOT 

HAVE THE TWO-YEAR DETENTION ELEMENT, AND THAT'S 

STATED IN THE AGREEMENT.  

McCracken: AND ALSO MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT SITE 

PLAN EXTENSIONS FOR COMMERCIAL FACILITY -- FOR 

COMMERCIAL SITE PLANS IN THE FIVE TO 10 YEAR RANGE IS 

NOT SOMETHING WE TYPICALLY DO, IS THAT RIGHT? DO WE 

TYPICALLY ONLY DO THIS FOR CHUMPS AND SCHOOLS?  

WE HAVE LOOKED AT LARGER SCALE DEVELOPMENTS, 

SOME COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS, BUT TYPICALLY THE 

CLIENT IS WITH A CHURCH OR A SCHOOL-RELATED 

PROJECT. BUT WE HAVE DONE SOME LARGE SCALE 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS AS WELL.  

McCracken: AND THE OTHER ONE -- FURTHER ALONG THESE 

LINES THAT THESE REDUCED WATER QUALITY STANDARDS, 



THIS SITE PLAN, IT DOESN'T REQUIRE A COUNCIL VOTE. THEY 

CAN GET THE EXTENSION IN THREE YEARS. EVEN IF WE 

DENY SITE PLAN EXTENSION TONIGHT, THEY CAN STILL GO 

IN THREE YEARS AND GO GET THIS ADMINISTRATIVELY 

BECAUSE THEY HAVE A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT. IS THAT 

ALSO CORRECT?  

WELL, WITH THEIR CURRENT SITE PLAN APPROVAL THAT'S 

GOOD THROUGH 2008, THE CODE DOES ALLOW ONE YEAR 

ADDITIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE EXTENSION, SO THEY CAN 

EXTEND ADMINISTRATIVELY THROUGH 2009 AND THEN THEY 

COULD GO BACK TO PLANNING COMMISSION AFTER 2009 ON 

THIS SITE PLAN THAT'S FILED TODAY AND ASK FOR 

ADDITIONAL TIME.  

McCracken: OKAY. THAT'S A REAL DIFFERENT STORY THAN 

I'VE BEEN TOLD BEFORE.  

THIS IS FOR THE SITE PLAN ITSELF. IS THAT WHAT YOU 

WERE -- I THOUGHT YOU WERE ASKING ABOUT THE SITE 

PLAN.  

THEY CAN GET A ONE-YEAR ADMINISTRATIVE SITE PLAN AND 

THEN THEY CAN GET AN ADDITIONAL COMMISSION 

APPROVED THREE-YEAR EXTENSION UNDER THE 

TUMBLEWEED STANDARDS. REMEMBER THE TUMBLEWEED 

CASE? IT'S A DIFFERENT CODE SECTION THAN THE PHASING 

PROVISION.  

McCracken: I'M GOING TO STOP YOU RIGHT HERE. WHAT I 

HEARD EARLIER IS THEY DON'T EVEN NEED THAT. THEY CAN 

JUST GO GET A NEW SITE PLAN THAT MAINTAINS ITS 

CURRENT LOWER WATER QUALITY STANDARDS OF THEIR 

CURRENT SITE PLAN, RIGHT?  

THAT'S CORRECT. THEY CAN ALSO DO THAT. THEY HAVE 

SEVERAL AVENUES THAT THEY CAN FOLLOW.  

McCracken: THEY DON'T NEED OUR VOTE TONIGHT ONE WAY 

OR THE OTHER? THEY CAN STILL KEEP THAT SAME WATER 

QUALITY STANDARD, IS THAT CORRECT?  



YES.  

McCracken: SO MY READ ON IT THEN IS THAT WE ARE 

EFFECTIVELY BEING ASKED TO ENDORSE -- WE ARE BEING 

ASKED TO ENDORSE BY OUR VOTE TONIGHT TO KEEP 

LOWER WATER QUALITY STANDARDS, WHICH I'M NOT 

WILLING TO ENDORSE THAT. I UNDERSTAND THE 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT ALLOWS THEM TO DO THIS 

ADMINISTRATIVELY, BUT THEY'RE ASKING FOR US TO VOTE 

ON THIS THROUGH AN EXTENSION AND ALSO CONTINUE 

THAT WAY. WHEN THAT VOTE IS UNNECESSARY. AND I DON'T 

WANT TO VOTE TO PROLONG WHAT IS EQUIVALENT TO 1704 

IF WE DON'T HAVE TO AND I DON'T WANT TO ENDORSE IT 

WITH A VOTE.  

Mayor Wynn: COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY.  

Dunkerley: I UNDERSTAND THAT POSITION AND I MAY EVEN 

AGREE WITH YOU, BUT I SEE IT A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENTLY IN 

THIS RESPECT. THEY CAN CONTINUE REFILING THIS SITE 

PLAN NOT JUST FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS OR 10 YEARS, 

BUT FOREVER. UNDER THE SAME SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

AS THEY HAVE RIGHT NOW. AND UNDER THE SAME WATER 

QUALITY STANDARDS. SO MY QUESTION IS WHY DO WE 

WANT TO GO THROUGH THE COSTS AND THE HASSLE OF 

HAVING OUR STAFF APPROVE THIS EVERY FOUR YEARS 

WHEN THEY CAN GET IT ANYWAY? SO YOU'VE GOT TO LOOK 

AT IT BOTH WAYS. IT'S NOT THAT WE HAVE A SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT, IT'S NOT THAT WE'RE AGREEING WITH THAT 

PARTICULAR WATER QUALITY STANDARD. THAT'S WHAT THE 

SETTLEMENT SAYS. SO I HAD A LOT OF E-MAILS OVER THE 

LAST FEW DAYS WHERE PEOPLE REALLY DIDN'T 

UNDERSTAND THIS. THEY WERE SAYING DON'T APPROVE 

THIS PHASING SO THAT THEY WILL GET TO DEVELOP UNDER 

THE CURRENT WATER REGULATIONS. THAT ISN'T THE ISSUE 

HERE. THEY'RE GOING TO GET TO DEVELOP UNDER THOSE -- 

THE SETTLEMENT REGULATIONS FOREVER AS LONG AS 

THEY KEEP FILING THE SAME SITE PLAN. AS LONG AS IT'S A 

COMMERCIAL RETAIL SITE PLAN, THEY'VE GOT THOSE 

RULES. IF THEY TRY TO DO AN OFFICE OR SOMETHING ELSE, 

THEY DON'T. THOSE ARE THE NEW REGULATIONS. SO 

GRANTED, I'D LOVE FOR THEM NOT TO HAVE COME 

FORWARD AND JUST DONE THIS ADMINISTRATIVELY, BUT 



THE POINT IS THEY HAD IT ANYWAY AND SO WHY DO WE 

WANT TO TAKE ON THE ADDITIONAL COST AND HASSLE OF 

DOING THIS EVERY FOUR YEARS? JUST A REALLY 

PRACTICAL APPROACH TO IT, I BELIEVE.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ.  

Alvarez: I GUESS I'LL SAY PI PIECE NOW. I THINK THAT -- I 

DON'T PERSONALLY SEE THAT AN EXTENSION IS 

NECESSARY, AND SOME OF THOSE REASONS YB OUTLINED 

ALREADY IN TERM OF WHAT THE PROPERTY OWNERS CAN 

DO. IF THEY CAN'T MOVE FORWARD WITH THEIR 

DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE TWO OR THREE YEARS OR 

MAYBE EVEN MORE THAT THEY CURRENTLY HAVE ON THIS 

SITE PLAN, THEY FILEED THIS ABOUT A YEAR AGO NOW IN 

ORDER TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT, BUT I THINK IMPLICIT IN THAT AGREEMENT IS 

THAT AFTER 10 YEARS YOU ACTUALLY HAVE A PROJECT 

YOU'RE GOING TO DEVELOP, SO YOU FILE YOUR SITE PLAN 

AND GET IT APPROVED. AND SO IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE YOU 

FILE YOUR SITE PLAN AND GO BUILD YOUR PROJECT. YOU'VE 

GOT THREE YEARS AND A YEAR OR TWO EXTENSION, GO 

BUILD YOUR PROJECT, SO IF A YEAR AFTER YOU GET YOUR 

SITE PLAN YOU COME BACK ASKING FOR MORE TIME, WELL 

THEN MAYBE YOU WEREN'T READY TO FILE YOUR SITE PLAN 

THEN. AND I UNDERSTAND SORT OF THE DYNAMICS HERE IN 

TERMS OF THEIR ABILITY TO GO BACK AND GET APPROVALS 

FOR THE SAME SITE PLAN, BUT I DON'T BELIEVE THAT SO 

SOON AFTER THE SITE PLAN WAS PERMITTED AND 

APPROVED THAT WE SHOULD BE LOOKING AT AN 

EXTENSION, AT LEAST TO THAT FIRST PHASE. I CAN KIND OF 

SEE HOW FACES TWO COULD BE AFFECTED BY THE TXDOT 

PLANS, AND THAT'S ACTUALLY PRETTY SMALL FOOTPRINT. 

SO I COULD SEE MAYBE GRANTING A LITTLE BIT OF TIME ON 

THAT PHRASE, BUT I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY THE FIRST 

PHASE NEEDS ANY MORE TIME BECAUSE THAT'S THE BULK 

OF YOUR PROJECT. THAT'S WHAT YOU IS SAID YOU WERE 

GOING TO BUILD WHEN YOU FILED YOUR SITE PLAN. MAYBE 

THAT'S OVERLY SIMPLISTIC, BUT THAT'S HOW I VIEW IT AND 

WON'T BE SUPPORTING THE APPEAL.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 



COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? I GUESS THE FUNDAMENTAL 

QUESTION I HAVE IS IF I'VE UNDERSTOOD THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES RELATED TO PHASING TO BEGIN 

WITH, THE APPLICANT-OWNER THIS SITE PLAN IS STILL 

GOOD THROUGH 2008 AND THERE'S THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

ABILITY TO EXTEND THAT FOR A YEAR WITHOUT EVEN GOING 

THROUGH A PLANNING COMMISSION OR CITY COUNCIL 

PROCESS SO THAT THE CURRENT SITUATION IS STATIC 

THROUGH POTENTIALLY 2009, SO A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS. 

BASED ON THAT, HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE ONE TO GO 

THROUGH THIS PHASING REQUEST PROCESS THAT 

APPARENTLY INCLUDES THE ZONING AND PLATTING 

COMMISSION OR OTHERS, MY FIRST QUESTION.  

SHEILA, CAN YOU HELP ME WITH THAT?  

Mayor Wynn: WHEN WAS THIS PHASING REQUEST 

ESSENTIALLY BEGUN? [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE 

IN CAPTIONERS]  

SO IT'S A NINE PROPER PROCESS PERHAPS. SO IF THE -- IF 

THE -- THE STATIC IS GOOD THROUGH 2009, DISPERHAPS A 

QUESTION IS WHY ARE WE EVEN HAVING THIS CASE? WHY 

WAS THERE A REQUEST MADE TO PHASE THIS PROJECT 

WHEN EVERYTHING IS GOING TO GO FOR THREE MORE 

YEARS? PERHAPS THAT'S A QUESTION FOR THE APPLICANT.  

I THINK IT'S OBVIOUS THAT THE -- I DON'T KNOW. BACK OFF 

IN TERMS OF -- OF -- I THINK THE CHAMPION FAMILY HAS 

BEEN A -- THEY HAVE BEEN FOR SOME REASON A 

POLARIZING -- IT'S BEEN A POLARIZING PROJECT DESPITE 

THE 100 YEARS OF STEWARDSHIP BY THE FAMILY ON OVER 

200 ACRES. AND THEY JUST I THINK COUNCILMEMBER 

DUNKERLY CAPTURES THE THOUGHT. THEY DON'T WANT TO 

COME BACK OVER AND OVER AGAIN. THE SITE PLAN IS THE 

HILL COUNTRY SITE PLAN. EVEN THOUGH WE WILL HAVE A 

LEGAL RIGHT AND I THINK THAT I HAVE DEMONSTRATED WE 

WILL ENFORCE THAT RIGHT ULTIMATELY TO HAVE A SITE 

PLAN THAT'S IDENTICAL, APPROVED AGAIN IN FOUR YEARS, 

IN THREE IF WE DIDN'T GET OUR ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN 

APPROVED. I JUST WANT TO KNOW THAT THEIR SITE PLAN IS 

GOOD, THAT THEY CONTINUE TO MARKET THAT PROPERTY, 

EVEN WHILE TXDOT IS IN THE MIDDLE OF EVOLVING PLANS 



FOR THE INTERSECTION. YOU KNOW, I THINK WE HAVE SEEN 

TXDOT GO AT A VERY SLOW PACE AND THIS WOULD BE AT 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE. WHEN WE SAW THAT THAT WAS 

HAPPENING. THAT TXDOT HADN'T EVEN FINISHED ITS 

MEDIAN DESCRIPTION, WHICH BY THE WAY BY RESTRICTIVE 

COVENANT WE CANNOT GET A CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 

UNTIL THE MEDIAN BLOCKS THE DRIVEWAY SO YOU CAN'T 

HAVE U-TURNS SO IT TRULY IS RIGHT IN, RIGHT OUT ONLY 

THERE, THE DECISION IS MADE WITH -- WITH THE 

CHAMPIONS TO GO AHEAD AND ASK FOR THIS, SO THAT WE 

WOULDN'T HAVE TO COME BACK OVER AND OVER AND OVER 

AGAIN TO GET THIS TAKEN CARE OF. AND WE HAVE A CHUNK 

OF TIME TO REALLY GET TXDOT SETTLED DOWN, ALSO GET 

IT MARKETED.  

Mayor Wynn: I WAS GOING TO SAY, IT SEEMS TO ME, MAYBE 

SOME OF US, THAT YOU STILL HAVE A COUPLE OR TWO 

YEARS AT A MINIMUM TO SEE HOW THAT WORLD CHANGES, 

BUT I REALLY Y'ALL'S ABILITY TO ANSWER THAT. FURTHER 

QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? WE WILL CLOSE THE PUBLIC 

HEARING ON APPEAL OF THE ZONING AND PLATTING'S 

DECISION TO GRANT PHASING ON THIS SITE PLAN.  

CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING.  

WE HAVE CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING, YES. FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? IF NOT I WILL ENTERTAIN A 

MOTION ON ITEM 62. COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN?  

McCracken: I WILL MOVE TO GRANT THE APPEAL.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER 

MCCRACKEN TO GRANT THE APPEAL ON ITEM 62. SECONDED 

BY COUNCILMEMBER ALVAREZ. FURTHER COMMENTS? 

COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY?  

Dunkerly: WELL I WON'T BE SUPPORTING GRANTING THE 

APPEAL BECAUSE I THINK IT'S REALLY -- REALLY -- REALLY 

NOT -- I THINK IT'S -- MAKES MORE SENSE TO JUST GRANT, 

GO AHEAD AND GRANT THE PHASING IN ORDER TO PREVENT 

THE REFILING AND REFILING AND REFILING OF THE SAME 

SITE PLAN TO ACHIEVE PHASING AT A COST OF STAFF TIME 

AND DOLLARS. SO I WON'T -- YOU KNOW, IT'S REALLY NO 



DIFFERENCE IN THE OUTCOME. SO I'LL BE VOTING NO.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS? COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL?  

Leffingwell: RELUCTANTLY I'M GOING TO BE SUPPORTING THE 

MOTION AS WELL. I HAVE TO SAY I'M A A LITTLE BIT ACE 

APPOINTED IN BOTH -- A LITTLE BIT DISAPPOINTED IN 

CREATING THIS CONTROVERSY WHEN IN MY OPINION IT WAS 

TOTALLY UNNECESSARY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? I SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS, COUNCILMEMBER. 

THERE BEING NO MORE COMMENTS, WE HAVE A MOTION 

AND A SECOND ON THE TABLE TO -- TO GRANT THE APPEAL. 

UPHOLD THE APPEAL. FURTHER COMMENTS? MAYOR PRO 

TEM?  

Thomas: GRANT THE APPEAL, OKAY. WHO WANTS THE 

APPEAL?  

MR. BULLA'S APPEAL OF THE -- OF THE ZONING AND 

PLATTING COMMISSION --  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

Thomas: I'M LIKE COUNCILMEMBER LEFFINGWELL, I DON'T 

KNOW WHY WE ARE AT THIS POINT. WE TALKED ABOUT THIS 

EARLIER. BUT -- BUT OKAY. I THINK THAT I'M READY TO VOTE. 

MARES UNDERSTOOD. FURTHER COMMENTS? ALL THOSE IN 

FAVOR OF COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN'S MOTION, 

PLEASE SAY AYE.  

AYE.  

Mayor Wynn: OPPOSED?  

Dunkerly: NO.  

Mayor Wynn: MOTION TO GRANT THE APPEAL PASSES ON A -- 

I BELIEVE ON A 4-2 VOTE WITH MAYOR PRO TEM AND 

COMIEWNGCOUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLY VOTING NO AND 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM OFF THE DAIS, THANK YOU VERY 



MUCH. COUNCIL, THAT TAKE US TO OUR LAST ITEM OF THE 

EVENING, WHICH IS ITEM NO. 61, CONDUCT A PUBLIC 

HEARING ON THE PROPOSED NOVEMBER 2006 BOND 

ELECTION. THEN-- PERHAPS EVER SO BRIEF -- WE'VE HAD 

WEEKLY PRESENTATION, FOLLOWING A LENGTHY 

PRESENTATION TWO MONTHS AGO BY NOW ON THE 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE, I HAVE SEEN A FEW 

MEMBERS OF THAT ORIGINAL COMMITTEE WITH US 

THROUGH JOT THE EVENING. I -- THROUGHOUT THE 

EVENING, I ACKNOWLEDGE AND THANK THEM FOR THEIR 

EFFORTS. THANK CITY STAFF FOR TRYING TO -- TO, YOU 

KNOW, HELP SOME OF US, YOU KNOW, FIGURE OUT VERY 

DYNAMICS ON THE SIZE OF THE PACKAGE AND THE MAKEUP 

OF THE PAMG, PERHAPS A GROUP PRESENTATION BY CITY 

FINANCIAL STAFF, THEN WE WILL TAKE SOME PUBLIC 

COMMENT. WELCOME, GREG.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM. I WILL REVERT TO MY 

QUICK TALKING PHILADELPHIA WAYS HERE AND BLOW 

THROUGH THIS VERY QUICKLY. I WILL FIRST INDICATE THAT 

WE SHOULD CHANGE THE DATE ON THIS SLIDE TO MAY 19th. 

BUT I JUST WANTED TO BRIEFLY WALK THROUGH THE 

INTRODUCE THIS PUBLIC HEARING BY GOING BACK OVER 

THE PROCESS THAT WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH OVER THE 

PAST YEAR. WE STARTED WITH THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

AND THE FINANCIAL CAPACITY AND THEN THE BOND 

ELECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE THAT THIS COUNCIL 

APPOINTED WORKED DILIGENTLY FOR 10 MONTHS PUTTING 

TOGETHER A RECOMMENDATION, GOING OUT INTO THE 

COMMUNITY, VIA PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CITIZEN MEETINGS 

AND COMMUNITY MEETINGS, THEY FORMED THAT 

RECOMMENDATION TO THIS COUNCIL IN JANUARY. AND AS 

MAYOR AS YOU MENTIONED FOR THE LAST TWO MONTHS, 

WE HAVE BEEN -- STAFF HAS BEEN GIVING BRIEFINGS ON A 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION AT A BOND ELECTION 

AMOUNT OF ABOUT $530 MILLION. THAT IS THE 

RECOMMENDATION OR PROPOSAL THAT IS ON THE TABLE 

RIGHT NOW. QUICKLY THERE IS A SUMMARY OF IT AGAIN. IT'S 

$95 MILLION FOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, FOR OUR 

MASTER PLAN, $103 MILLION FOR INVEST IN THIS THE 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK, $55 MILLION FOR INVESTING IN 

OUR PARKS INFRASTRUCTURE, RENOVATIONS AND 



IMPROVEMENTS, POOL RENOVATIONS AND OTHER 

INFRASTRUCTURE RENOVATIONS. IN ADDITION THIS BOND 

PACKAGE ALSO HAS AN INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE 

COMPONENT FOR FACILITIES, PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY, 

CENTRAL LINE BROTHER AND VARIOUS CITIZEN INITIATIVES. 

ADDITIONALLY A SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT IN AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING AS WELL AS PARKLAND AND OPEN SPACE 

ACQUISITION. I WILL JUST POINT OUT THAT THERE'S BEEN -- 

THERE'S LOTS OF INFORMATION THAT HAS BEEN, MAYOR, AS 

YOU POINTED OUT, HAS BEEN PRESENTED. ALL OF IT 

AVAILABLE IS ON THE WEBSITE. IN FACT WE MADE ONE STOP 

SHOPPING FOR THAT THERE AT THE WEBSITE RIGHT THERE, 

THERE'S A DOCUMENT THAT HAS BEEN PRODUCED THAT 

SHOWS THE SNARE OF EVERYTHING THAT HAS BEEN 

PRODUCED BOTH IN SUMMARIZED FORM AND DETAILED 

FORM. AND WITH THAT, MAYOR, WE WILL TURN IT OVER TO 

THE PUBLIC HEARING.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, THIS MIGHT BE DIFFICULT FOR US 

TO DO. WE HAVE A -- WE HAVE 101 PEOPLE WHO 

TECHNICALLY ARE STILL SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK. ON 

THIS -- ON THIS ITEM AND OBVIOUSLY NOT ALL OF THEM ARE 

STILL HERE. I GUESS I WILL START READING NAMES, AS YOU 

HEAR YOUR NAME, START MAKING YOUR WAY FORWARD. DO 

RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE GOING TO KEEP FOR THOSE 

FOLKS WHO SIGNED UP WANTING TO SPEAK TONIGHT AND 

ARE HERE, DIDN'T GET A CHANCE TO SPEAK, KNOW THAT 

THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONTINUED AS ORIGINALLY 

PLANNED NEXT YEAR. NEXT THURSDAY, THE 25th. WE HAVE 

THE ABILITY BASED ON OUR ORIGINAL SCHEMATIC 

SCHEDULE TO EVEN CONTINUE THAT AN EXTRA WEEK TO 

JUNE 8th. SO I WILL START READING NAMES, AS YOU HEAR 

YOUR NAME, STEP FORWARD. MANNY ZUNIGA, SYLVIA 

WELCOME, SYLVIA. JASON RIVERA? JASON, SO SYLVIA YOU 

WILL HAVE UP TO SIX MINUTES IF YOU NEED IT.  

MANUEL ZUNIGA WILL BE TURNING IN HIS COMMENCE ALSO. 

GOOD EVENING, THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME TONIGHT. I 

WANT TO RECOGNIZE OUR BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF 

MEMBERS THAT ARE HERE THAT HAVE BEEN HERE SINCE 

6:00 AND WE DID WORK REAL HARD ON WORKING -- ON 

CREATING THIS PRESENTATION AND SO WE WANTED TO 

SHARE THAT WITH YOU. MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM IS A MUSEUM 



THAT HAS BEEN SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 22 YEARS, 

OUR MISSION IS TO -- WE ARE DEDICATED TO THE CULTURAL 

ENRICHMENT AND CULTURAL EDUCATION THROUGH THE 

PRESENTATION AND PROMOTION OF TRADITIONAL 

CONTEMPORARY MEXICAN, LATINO, LATIN AMERICAN ART 

AND CULTURE. WE HAVE SERVED THE AUSTIN COMMUNITY 

WITH OUTSTANDING PROGRAMMING AND CULTURAL 

EXHIBITIONS, OUR EXHIBIT OF ARTS HAS GROWN. THE 

MUSEUM HAS SERVED THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN THROUGH 

OUR TOURS, AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, 

LECTURES AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS. THE SUCCESSFUL 

SPECIAL EXHIBITION PROGRAMS AS WELL AS THE LARGE 

SCALED COMMUNITY EVENTS HAVE GROWN AND EXPANDED 

THE MUSEUM HAS SERVED AS A COMMUNITY GROUP. 

THROUGH HARD WORK AND PERSEVERANCE OFFER THE 

YEARS WE HAVE BECOME A HIGHLY RESPECTED LANDMARK. 

IN 2003 THE 78th LEGISLATURE IN THE TEXAS STATE OF 

TEXAS DESIGNATED IT AS THE OFFICIAL MEXICAN AND 

MEXICAN AMERICAN FINE ART MUSEUM IN TEXAS. IN THE 

NATIONAL LEVEL WE ARE ONE OF THREE MUSEUMS IN THE 

ENTIRE UNITED STATES FOCUSING ON MEXICAN AND 

MEXICAN AMERICAN ART. THERE ARE ALSO PRESTIGIOUS 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS. IN 1993 MEXIC-ARTE 

BECAME THE OFFICIAL CITY MUSEUM OF TWO OTHERS. IN 

2003, MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM ENTERED AN HISTORICAL 

AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO TO THE 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS AND THE COUNCIL OF 

MEXICO TO SHOWCASE ART ON A LOAN BASIS. THIS 

AGREEMENT GIVES US THE INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL TO 

EXHIBIT SOME OF MEXICO'S FINEST TREASURES AND 

CREATE MEANINGFUL, CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL 

EXCHANGE PROGRAMS. IN 2005, WE PRESENTED AN 

EXAMPLE OF THIS AGREEMENT WITH THE GREATNESS OF 

MEXICO, 16th, 19th CENTURY, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AN THROW POLLING AND HISTORY 

AND FOUR OTHER MUSEUMS, THIS ART WAS OUTSTANDING 

AND TAUGHT HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN THE GREAT 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEXICO. IN SUMMARY, THERE'S A 

GREAT NEED FOR MEXIC-ARTE AND AUSTIN. IT IS A PLACE 

WHERE THE COMMUNITY -- WHERE THE COMMUNITY 

CELEBRATES DIVERSITY, A MACE TO EDUCATION FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR OUR CHILDREN AND 



THE GROWING POPULATION IN AUSTIN. IT IS A BRIDGE 

BETWEEN CULTURES.  

[INDISCERNIBLE]  

SO NOW HOW DO YOU BECOME A PREMIERE INSTITUTION IN 

THE FUTURE OF AUSTIN? IN 2001 AN INVESTMENT BY THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN MADE THE PURCHASE OF THE BUILDING IN 

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN POSSIBLE. THIS WAS A HUGE STEP 

FORWARD FOR THE MUSEUM AND IT'S LONG TERM 

STABILITY. MEXIC-ARTE IS NOW AT A CRITICAL JUNCTURE, 

WHILE OUR PROGRAMS ARE FIRST RATE, OUR BUILDING IS 

NOT. THE NEEDS AND THE LEVEL OF SERVICES THAT WE 

PROVIDE AND HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO PROVIDE HAVE 

OUTGROWN COUNTER SPACE. BASED ON THE RECENT 

STRATEGIC OUTLOOK AND BUILDING PROGRAM STUDY 

FUNDED BY THE HOUSTON ENDOWMENT AND BASED UPON 

NATIONAL STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE IN 

MUSEUMS, A NEW BUILDING FOR THE MUSEUM MUST BE 

BUILT. A NEW FACILITY WILL ENSURE THAT THE MUSEUMS 

GROWING ART COLLECTIONS AND LONE ART WORKS ARE 

PRESERVED AND SECURE. A NEW FACILITY EQUIPPED WITH 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS AND ADEQUATE SECURITY 

THROUGHOUT THE MUSEUM WILL PRESERVE ART, 

PRESERVE THE ART AND PROVIDE A WELCOMING SPACE 

FOR VISITORS AND STAFF. A NEW MUSEUM WILL 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE VITALITY OF AUSTIN BY PROVIDING 

OUTSTANDING EXHIBITIONS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

AND BRING TOURISM THAT GENERATES BUSINESS DOLLARS. 

A NEW, BEAUTIFUL, FUNCTIONAL AND WELCOMING MUSEUM 

BUILDING WILL SHOWCASE OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE WITH 

DIGNITY AND PRIDE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. AND 

ENABLE MEXIC-ARTE TO BRING TREASURES TO US. SO HOW 

TO GET THERE. A PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP. 

ATTRIBUTES OF MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

CITY OF AUSTIN INCLUDE AN ESTABLISHED WELL RUN 

ORGANIZATION WITH A 22 YEAR HISTORY OF OUTSTANDING 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING AND SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL 

CULTURAL EXHIBITS. EXTENSIVE COMMUNITY AND 

FUNDRAISING SUPPORT ACROSS ALL SEGMENTS OF THE 

AUSTIN COMMUNITY AS WELL AS STATE AND FEDERAL 

SUPPORT. THE ASSETS OF OUR COLLECTION AND 

INVALUABLE ARE [INDISCERNIBLE] FROM MEXICO. HOW CAN 



THE CITY PARTICIPATE? OTHER CITIES HAVE BEEN 

SUCCESSFUL IN BUILDING MEXICAN AND MEXICAN 

AMERICAN ART CENTERS AND HOUSTON YES, MA'AM 

THROUGH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS. FOR 

EXAMPLE, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO THE HISTORY 

CULTURE CENTER RECEIVED 20 MILLION FROM THE STATE, 

THE CITY DONATED LAND AND A BUILDING VALUED AT 4 

MILLION. THE SAN FRANCISCO MEXICAN MUSEUM IS A 20 

MILLION FROM THE CITY AND WILL BE BUILT ON PUBLIC 

LAND. THE MEXICAN FINE ARTS CENTER MUSEUM WAS ALSO 

BUILT ON PUBLIC LAND AND RECEIVES MAJOR SUPPORT FOR 

THE CITY OF CHICAGO. SO WE REQUEST INCLUSION OF 

MEXIC-ARTE IN THE BOND PACKAGE. THE BOND PACKAGE IS 

TO SUPPORT PROJECTS THAT PROVIDE TO THE HIGHEST 

EXTENT POSSIBLE QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVEMENTS. THE 

MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM PROJECT DOES THIS. THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF MEXIC-ARTE MUSEUM TO ITS FULLEST 

POTENTIALLY GREATLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE QUALITY OF 

LIFE FOR THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN FOR GENERATIONS TO 

COME. YOU AS LEADERS WILL MAKE DECISIONS NEXT WEEK 

THAT WILL AFFECTS YOU ALL IN THE FUTURE. WE 

RESPECTFULLY ASK THAT YOU INCLUDE MEXIC-ARTE 

MUSEUM AS PART OF THE 2006 BOND PACKAGE BY 

INCLUDING $5 MILLION FOR ITS BUILDING PROJECT. WE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND SUPPORT.  

WE HAVE A RESOLUTION FROM THE HISPANIC CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE, THEY HAD TO LEAVE THEY LEFT THAT WITH US.  

THANK YOU. NOW I APOLOGIZE BEFORE I STARTED THE 

PUBLIC HEARING, I PROMISED COUNCILMEMBER KIM THAT I 

WILL READ A BRIEF STATEMENT FOR HER. IT SAYS DUE TO A 

PRIOR COMMITMENT I CANNOT BE AT THIS EVENING'S 

PORTION OF THE COUNCIL MEETING. OVER THE NEXT 

COUPLE OF DAYS I WILL BE ATTENDING THE NATIONAL 

COALITION FOR ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 7th ANNUAL CONVENTION IN HOUSTON, 

TEXAS. I WILL BE SPEAKING AT THE CONFERENCE AND I 

PLAN TO RETURN WITH NEW IDEAS TO ASSIST COMIEWPTS 

HERE IN AUSTIN. I'M DISAPPOINTED TO MISS THE PUBLIC 

HEARINGS ON THE BOND PROGRAM, HOWEVER I PLAN TO 

LISTEN TO THE TAPE, HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF 

CITIZENS' REQUESTS, I WILL BE AT THE SECOND PUBLIC 



HEARING DURING THE MAY 25th COUNCIL MEETING. 

COUNCILMEMBER KIM. OKAY CONTINUING WITH FOLKS WHO 

MUCH EARLIER. JOSEPH PARKER. HE CERTAINLY HAS THE 

ABILITY TO NEXT THURSDAY. THOMASINO [INDISCERNIBLE] 

SORRY IF I'M MISPRONOUNCING THAT. FRANK FERNANDEZ. 

FRANK EARLIER. ANNE TISH, SEPTEMBER US AN E-MAIL, SHE 

HAD TO LEAVE. LANORE VARGAS. SHILLER [INDISCERNIBLE] 

SORRY IF I'M MISPRONOUNCING THAT, ERIC BARONS. 

WALTER -- WELCOME, SIR, THREE MINUTES.  

HI, I'M ERIC BARONS, VICE-PRESIDENT FOR THE AUSTIN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION. I'M PROUD TO POINT OUT 

THAT FORMER MAYOR TODD WAS HERE EARLIER, HAD 

SIGNED UP TO SPEAK IN FAVOR FOR THE FULL 90 MILLION 

THAT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED BY BOTH THE BOND 

COMMITTEE AND BY THE CITY STAFF. AS A MINIMUM NEEDED 

FOR A NEW CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY. THE LIBRARIES 

LISTED AS AN INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE THAT WE 

ALREADY HAVE AN EXISTING CRITICAL SHORTAGE AT THE 

LIBRARY. IN TERMS OF SPACE, TECHNOLOGY, BOTH. WHEN 

IT WAS OPENED FIRST IN 1979 NO ONE COULD HAVE 

GUESSED HOW COMPUTERS WOULD AFFECT HOW WE USE A 

LIBRARY. THERE'S A GOOD REASON FOR THAT. IT WOULD BE 

ANOTHER DECADE, NOVEMBER 1990, WHEN THE FIRST 

DOCUMENTED WEB PAGE WAS EVEN CREATED. AND THE 

INTERNET WAS FIRST BORN. THE CURRENT BUILDING WAS 

DESIGNED WITHOUT ANY KNOWLEDGE THAT IT WOULD EVER 

HAVE TO HOUSE EVEN A SINGLE COMPUTER STATION. NOW 

THERE ARE OVER 800,000 USES OF THE LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

PUBLIC ACCESS COMPUTERS EACH YEAR. AT THE CENTRAL 

LIBRARY, THERE ARE TOO FEW TERMINALS AND 

CONTINUOUS WAITING LISTS EVEN WITH 30 MINUTE TIME 

LIMITS. THE ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR OF WHAT HAD BEEN 

MEANT TO HOUSE BOOKS IS NOW DEVOTED TO COMPUTER 

TERMINALS AND EVEN THOSE ARE OUTSTRIPPED BY 

DEMAND. THE LIBRARIES ALSO COMPLETELY OUT OF SPACE 

FOR ITS COLLECTIONS. AGAIN, THE SECOND FLOOR IS OUT 

OF COMMISSION FOR BOOKS. YOU HAVE HEARD RECENTLY, I 

THINK COMPELLINGLY FROM BRENDA BRANCH THE 

DIRECTOR OF LIBRARIES, DETAILING HOW THE LIBRARY 

COLLECTION IS AT A 0 GROWTH. NO BOOK CAN BE ADDED 

WITHOUT REMOVING THE BOOK. THE EXISTING BUILDING 



WAS DESIGNED TO HOLD 375,000 VOLUMES AT CAPACITY. 

RIGHT NOW IT HAS 411,000 VOLUMES. AND MANY OF THOSE 

HAVE TO BE SHELVED ON ROLLING CARTS BECAUSE 

THERE'S NOT ENOUGH ACTUAL SHELF SPACE LEFT FOR 

THEM. THE LIBRARY STAFF SHOULDN'T HAVE TO MAKE A 

DECISION ABOUT WHICH BOOK TO YANK OFF THE SHELF. 

EACH TIME YOU WANT TO ADD TO THE COLLECTION. 

EXISTING CENTRAL LIBRARY WAS ALSO BUILT WITHOUT A 

THOUGHT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT. AGAIN THERE'S A GOOD REASON FOR 

THAT. THE A.D.A. WOULDN'T BE ENACTED FOR ANOTHER 

DECADE, JULY 1990. THAT'S THE FIRST TIME WE'VE HAD 

THEM ENLIGHTENED REALIZATION OF THE NEED FOR PUBLIC 

BUILDINGS THAT ARE FULLY ACCESSIBLE TO HANDICAPPED 

CITIZENS. WE NEED A BUILDING THAT BEGINS FROM THE 

DESIGN STAGE TO INCORPORATE THE FEATURES THAT WE 

NOW KNOW ARE THE MINIMUM NECESSARY TO SERVE 

DISABLED PATRONS. [BUZZER SOUNDING] I JUST WANT TO 

SPEAK IN FAVOR OF THE FULL 90 MILLION. WE NEED IT 

ALREADY FOR EXISTING DEMAND. AND TO HAVE THE 

ADDITIONAL CAPACITY TO GROW WHEN INEVITABLE 

POPULATION GROWTH IS GOING TO MAKE THIS CURRENT 

INVESTMENT OBJECT OBSOLETE IN 10 YEARS. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. BARONS FOR YOUR PATIENCE. 

WALTER MORROW. SAW WALTER EARLIER. MICHAEL 

WILLARD. LEWIS KIM. LOIS. SORRY. WELCOME, YOU WILL 

HAVE THREE MINUTE.  

GOOD EVENING, COUNCILMEMBERS, THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND YOUR SERVICE. WE SO 

APPRECIATE IT AS CITIZENS. I'M HERE TONIGHT SPEAKING 

AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

FOUNDATION. AND VERY MUCH IN FAVOR OF PLACING THE 

FULL 90 MILLION ON THE BOND. FOR THE NOVEMBER 

ELECTION. BUT I'M HERE EVEN MORE SO AS A MEMBER OF 

THE COMMUNITY, AS A MOTHER WITH TWO YOUNG 

CHILDREN AND AS A CONTINUING EDUCATION STRAIRT 

ADMINISTRATOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN, 

AS A CHILD OF KOREAN IMMIGRANTS WHO ACTIVELY 

DEPENDED ON THE RESOURCES OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY. LIKE 

MANY IMMIGRANTS CHILDREN. I DID NOT LEARN ENGLISH OR 

ABOUT MISS PIG GEL WIGGLE, RAUL DAHL WITH MY 



PARENTS. THEY STRUGGLED VERY MUCH WITH ENGLISH 

COMING TO THIS COUNTRY IN 1970. I LEARNED ABOUT THESE 

THINGS, THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND THE GREAT STORIES 

THAT COME IN LIBRARIES FROM SCHOOL, FROM FRIEND AND 

FROM THE LIBRARY. I WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU A STORY 

THAT MY MOTHER FROM ABOUT THE TIME THAT I WAS SIX 

USED TO DROP ME OFF AT THE LIBRARY FOR HOURS AT A 

TIME. A COUPLE OF TIMES A WEEK. THIS IS SORT OF HOW I 

SPENT MY CHILDHOOD. I GUESS I CAN TELL YOU THAT NOW 

BECAUSE IT'S A LITTLE TOO LATE FOR CHILD PROTECTIVE 

SERVICES TO COME GET HER AND I DON'T TELL YOU THIS TO 

ADVOCATE LOOSE PARENTAL SUPERVISION. BUT I TELL YOU 

BECAUSE I DRAW A VERY DIRECT LINE FROM THAT 

EXPERIENCE OF HOURS SPENT IN THE HIEB BREAKER ALL 

THE TIME TO -- LIBRARY ALL OF THE TIME TO WHAT THEN I 

DID THE REST OF MY LIFE INCLUDING BEST OF MY 

KNOWLEDGING AN -- BECOMING AN ENGLISH MAJOR AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ALSO TO BECOMING A HIGH 

SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHER AND TO PURSUING A 

DOCTORATE IN ENGLISH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, TO 

CONTINUING IN AN EDUCATIONAL FIELD BY WORKING IN THE 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. I TELL YOU THAT STORY AND 

THAT HISTORY BECAUSE IT'S ONE STORY ABOUT HOW 

LIBRARIES CAN CHANGE LIVES. I ALSO TELL IT TO POINT OUT 

A DIFFERENCE. I GREW UP IN THE 70s. I LOVE BOOK, I AM 

VERY NOSTALGIC ABOUT MY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCE WITH 

BOOKS, AS I'M SURE MANY PEOPLE IN THIS ROOM ARE. BUT I 

THINK THAT -- THAT THE WONDER OF DISCOVERING BOOKS 

IS SOMETHING THAT -- THAT LIBRARIES OF OLD AND 

LIBRARIES OF TODAY WILL ALWAYS THANKFULLY PROVIDE. 

BUT I ALSO THINK THAT THAT NO, SIRNOSTALGIA IS 

DANGEROUS IF WE THINK THAT IT IS ENOUGH TO HAVE 

BOOKS ON SHELVES. TODAY AS MY COLLEAGUE WAS 

DESCRIBING TO YOU, THE ESSENTIAL RESOURCES THAT 

LIBRARIES MUST PROVIDE TO THE COMMUNITY ALSO 

INCLUDE ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, ESSENTIAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE, SOPHISTICATED ENOUGH TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE COMMUNITY'S NEEDS AND IN DEPTH 

REFERENCES SYSTEM AND COMMUNITY MEETING SPACE. 

[BUZZER SOUNDING] PLEASE DO ACT ON -- BY VOTING IN 

FAVOR OF THIS BOND. I JUST WANTS TO FINISH BY SAYING 

THAT THE LIBRARY IS NOT ONLY FOR THOSE WITHOUT 



RESOURCES. A LIBRARY SHOULD SERVE AS A CITY'S 

INTELLECTUAL TIMES SCARE,SCARE, A PLACE TO LEARN, 

MEET, DISCOVER. A NEW CENTRALLY ALLOW US TO MEET 

THE NEED OF THE COMMUNITY IN THE 21st CENTURY. LET'S 

HAVE THE VISION TO RECOGNIZE THAT AND TO PLAN FOR 

NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. GREAT CITIES HAVE GREAT 

LIBRARIES. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR TIME. [ 

APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. KIM. THEYTHELMA SANTAYO. 

PAULA [INDISCERNIBLE] MARK RODGERS. PAUL ROBBINS. 

MARTA COAT COTERA, NEXT, THREE MINUTES.  

GOOD MORNING. MR. MAYOR, COUNCIL AND MANAGER, I AM 

HERE IN SUPPORT OF THE NOVEMBER 2006 BOND ELECTION 

FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING. IT IS A VERY IMPORTANT ONE 

AND VERY BENEFICIAL TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE TRYING 

TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM OF HOME OWNERSHIP 

WHICH OTHERWISE WOULD BE UNACHIEVABLE. ALL OF MY 

ADULT LIFE I HAVE ALWAYS WANTED TO OWN ANY OWN 

HOME. THANKS TO THE DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE I AM 

ABOUT TO ACHIEVE THAT DREAM. I HAVE SIGNED A 

CONTRACT, MY HOME IS IN CONSTRUCTION, MY DREAM IS 

BECOMING A REALITY. APPROVAL AND PASSAGE OF THESE 

BONDS WILL HELP OTHERS AS IT HAS HELPED ME. I 

STRONGLY SUPPORT THE BONDS BEING APPROVED TO PUT 

INTO THE PACKAGE FOR VOTER APPROVAL. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. [APPLAUSE] WELCOME, MS. 

COTERA.  

I GUESS THAT I HAVE TO SAY GOOD MORNING, TOO. BUT I'LL 

SAY GOOD EVENING, MAYOR, I WANT TO THINK POSITIVELY 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS, MY NAME IS MARTHA 

COTERA. FIRST OF ALL THANK YOU FOR APPOINTING ME TO 

THE CITIZENS BOND COMMITTEE. THE SUPPERS WERE 

REALLY GREAT. HEALTHY AFTER WE GOT OFF THE KIDS, 

DON'T BRING US ANY MORE PIZZA, THEY STARTED BRINGING 

US GOOD, HEALTHY FOOD. IT'S ALWAYS A PRIVILEGE TO 

SERVE THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN. AND I'M VERY FORTUNATE 

TO HAVE HAD THIS OPPORTUNITY TWICE NOW. I'M SPEAKING 

FIRST AS A MEMBER OF THE BOND COMMITTEE. AND THEN 

AS A MEMBER OF THE CITY APPOINTED MEXICAN AMERICAN 



CULTURAL CENTER. PLEASE HONOR THE SPECIFIC 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ALLOCATIONS TO THE BOND 

COMMITTEE. IN PARTICULAR WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 

SUPPORT FOR THE FIVE MILLION THAT WERE 

RECOMMENDED TO COMPLETE PHASE 1 OF THE MAC. THIS 

WAS AN EFFORT STARTED IN 1974, WE HAVE BEEN WAITING 

VERY PATIENTLY. ALSO I URGE YOU TO SUPPORT THE 

AMOUNTS RECOMMENDED FOR THE AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AND FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING. I DIDN'T REALIZE THAT I 

SHARED SOMETHING BESIDES A FIRM WITH LOIS, LOIS REED. 

MY MOTHER ALSO DID THAT. I THINK IMMIGRANT PARENTS 

DON'T KNOW THE PROTOCOL OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. SO 

MY MOM WOULD DROP MY SISTER AND MYSELF AT 8:00 IN 

THE MORNING, WE WERE WAITING FOR THE LIBRARY TO 

OPEN WITH OUR LUNCH AND WE WOULD STAY THERE ALL 

DAY LONG. ALL DAY LONG, I DON'T KNOW IF I CAN BEAT LOIS' 

STORY. BUT THEY RAN OUT OF SPANISH BOOKS AND THE 

LIBRARY, CHIN'S LIBRARY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO DO, SO 

THEY TAUGHT MY SISTER AND MYSELF ENGLISH. BECAUSE 

WE STILL HAD THE WHOLE SUMMER TO GO THROUGH. WE 

CAME IN LIKE IN JUNE. SO I LEARNED ENGLISH AT THE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. CONSEQUENTLY, I HAVE SERVED FOR 8 

YEARS AS A LIBRARY COMMISSIONER HERE IN AUSTIN. THEY 

NEVER ASK YOU TO SERVE ONE OR TWO YEARS HERE. IT'S 

ALWAYS LIKE LIFE TERMS. SO AT A VERY CRITICAL TIME 

WHEN MINORITY SERVICES IN AUSTIN WERE JUST 

EXTREMELY, EXTREMELY POOR. [ONE MOMENT PLEASE FOR 

CHANGE IN CAPTIONERS]  

Mayor Wynn: RUBY ROYA, WHO I HAD SEEN EARLIER. SHAN 

CORETTA. VINCENT SOLIS? CHARLIE BETTS. SUSANA 

ALMANZA. BLAKE TOLLETTE. DAVID RICE. PATIENCE IS A 

VIRTUE. IS PATRICK HUE WHY STILL HERE? YOU WILL HAVE 

SIX MINUTES.  

I'M GOING TO PASS OUT SOME DVD'S FOR YOU GUYS ABOUT 

THE LIBRARY. BEFORE I BEGIN I SUPPORT OF COURSE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND MEXICARTE AND THE MAC, 

VERY IMPORTANT TO LA TONE KNEES HERE IN AUSTIN 

TEXAS. MY FATHER WAS FROM MEXICO, AND SO IN MY 

HOMETOWN WHERE I'M FROM, NO LIBRARY. WE HAD A POOL 

HALL, THOUGH, AND MY DAD TOOK ME TO THE POOL HALL. 

I'M A GOOD POOL PLAYER NOW. THE NEAREST LIBRARY WAS 



McALLEN TEXAS, 30 MILES AWAY. WHEN I MOVED TO AUSTIN, 

TEXAS IN 1980 MY PARENTS PICKED SOUTH AUSTIN, 

CROCKETT HIGH SCHOOL, NEXT TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

MANCHACA PUBLIC LIBRARY, WHICH WAS GREAT BECAUSE 

THAT'S WHERE I HUNG OUT AND THAT'S WHERE I HAD THE 

IDEA OF BECOMING AN 'STROS AN ASTRONAUT. I TRIED MY 

BEST. THE GOOD THING ABOUT THE LIBRARY IS THAT'S 

WHERE YOUR DREAMS ARE FOUND. AND FOR YOUTH IT'S 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. YOU'RE A KID AND YOU GO 

SOMEWHERE ELSE. WHEN YOU GO TO THE LIBRARY THERE'S 

ALL THESE BOOKS, MAGAZINES, AND THAT'S WHERE YOUR 

VISIONS TAKE OFF. AND THAT'S WHERE I BECAME A WRITER. 

I BEGAN WRITING SHORT STORIES AND NOW I WRITE BOOKS. 

SO IT REALLY IS A GREAT PLACE. AND WE CUT A VIDEO AND 

IT'S TWO MINUTES AND 45 SECONDS AT THE KIDS AT THE 

LIBRARY TALKING ABOUT HOW THE LIBRARY IS TO THEM. SO 

PLEASE WATCH IT, IT'S KIDSKIDS HAVING FUN AT THE 

LIBRARY.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, DAVID.  

I HAVE BEEN COMING TO CARVER BRANCH LIBRARY SINCE I 

WAS A CHILD.  

I'VE BEEN GOING TO THE AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY SINCE 

1980.  

I'VE BEEN COMING TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SINCE I WAS A 

LITTLE KID AND MY USED USED TO TAKE ME.  

ABOUT 12 YEARS OLD.  

MY MOTHER TOOK ME TO THE SAN ANTONIO LIBRARY AND 

INTRODUCED ME TO THE WONDERS OF BOOKS.  

WELL, I REALLY LIKE READING BOOKS. AND I'M PRETTY 

GOOD AT IT. I REALLY LIKE READING.  

MY MOTHER STARTED ME WHEN I WAS PRECONSCIENCE. I 

WAS PROBABLY TWO YEARS OLD AND I HAD A LIBRARY 

CARDMENT.  

THE LIBRARIAN COMES OVER AND I THOUGHT, OH MY GOD, 



SHE LOOKS DOWN AT ME, AND SHE SAYS, ARE YOU FINDING 

EVERYTHING YOU'RE LOOKING FOR? AND I THOUGHT, OH, 

SHE'S NOT GOING TO KICK ME OUT?  

I'M A 12-YEAR-OLD, AND A SIX-YEAR-OLD, AND IT'S 

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING FOR US TO WALK OUT OF THERE 

WITH, YOU KNOW, 10 10 BOOKS FOR HIM, KNOWING THAT 

WE'RE GOING TO BE BACK NEXT WEEK. WE REALIZED 

PRETTY EARLY ON THAT WE WERE GOING TO BE BUYING ALL 

OF THESE BOOKS, THEN WE WOULD GO BROKE.  

MY MOM AND DAD WOULD NOT BUY ME ALL THESE BOOKS IN 

THE BOOKSTORE BECAUSE THAT'S TOO MUCH MONEY. 

BECAUSE THERE'S LIKE MILLIONS AND THOUSANDS AND 

HUNDREDS OF BOOKS. I DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH THAT 

WOULD COST, THOUGH.  

I USUALLY COME TO THE LIBRARY AFTER SCHOOL SO I CAN 

HANG OUT WITH MY FRIENDS, DO HOMEWORK, READ.  

LIBRARY AFTER SCHOOL TO READ. ALSO TO SPEND TIME 

WITH MY FRIENDS SINCE THEY ALSO COME HERE.  

AND I ALSO LIKE TO CHECK MY E-MAIL ON THE COMPUTER.  

I GET ON THE COMPUTER, I LOOK AT BOOKS AND I TALK TO 

FRIENDS.  

I COME TO LIBRARY TO DO MY HOMEWORK. I REALLY LIKE OF 

MICE AND MEN BY JOHN STEIN BECK.  

EVER SINCE I WAS A KID I'VE LIKED A LIGHT IN ATTIC.  

THE DA VINCI CODE.  

I USED TO LOVE THE GRINCH THAT STOLE CHRISTMAS. IN 

JUNIOR HIGH WHERE I WAS REALLY PASSIONATE ABOUT 

BOOKS, WHICH I THOUGHT WERE ALL WRITTEN BY A GUY.  

I'LL BET IT WAS AN ARCHITECTURE BOOK. THAT'S BEEN AN 

OBSESSION SINCE I WAS A TEENAGER. >> 

I WAS A BIG ASTRONAUT NUT. I.R.S. THE FIRST BOOK I EVER 



READ WAS A TOM SAWYER BOOK. I ACTUALLY DO 

REMEMBER.  

I I WOULD NOT PICK THINGS SPECIFICALLY. I WOULD GO IN 

RANDOMLY AND I WOULD PICK IT UP AND READ IT.  

IT'S WRITTEN IN MY SCHEDULE, GET LOST IN THE LIBRARY. 

SO I WILL WALK INTO EITHER MY NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY 

OR THE DOWNTOWN LIBRARY AND JUST GET LOST IN THIS.  

I'VE GOT A FAVORITE PART OF THE LIBRARY. THERE'S THIS 

TREE OUTSIDE AND IT'S PERFECT TO CLIMB.  

Mayor Wynn: CONTINUING ON WITH THE FOLKS WHO ARE 

WISHING TO SPEAK, LUKE METZGER. IS STAGYOU WILL HAVE 

THREE MINUTES, WELCOME.  

I'M AN ADVOCATE WITH ENVIRONMENT TEXAS, WHICH IS A 

STATEWIDE CITIZENS ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION WITH 

ABOUT 10,000 10,000 MEMBERS. AND OUR TOP PRIORITY IS 

WORKING TO PROTECT TEXAS NATURAL AREAS. AND WITH A 

PARTICULAR FOCUS RIGHT NOW ON BARTON SPRINGS. OUR 

STAFF GO DOOR TO DOOR AND TALK TO FOLKS ABOUT 

THESE ISSUES AND OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS WE'VE 

TALKED TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE THAT FEEL VERY 

STRONGLY AS YOU KNOW ABOUT PROTECTING BARTON 

SPRINGS AND OTHER AREAS BECAUSE THE CLEAN WATER 

THAT PROTECTS THE CENTRAL TEXAS REGION BECAUSE OF 

THE WILDLIFE THAT IT PROTECTS, BECAUSE OF THE CRKTER 

OF OUR CITY THAT IT PROMOTES. UNFORTUNATELY AS YOU 

KNOW IT'S THREATENED WITH DEVELOPMENT AND OUR 

MEMBERS REALLY WANT ACTION TO PROTECT THE AREA. AS 

YOU KNOW, THIS PAST SATURDAY MANY OF THESE FOLKS 

HAD A VERY PAINFUL DECISION TO MAKE ABOUT WHAT TO 

DO TO PROTECT THE AQUIFER. THEY HEARD FROM THE 

COUNCIL THAT PROPS 1 AND 2 WERE NOT THE ANSWER. 

THEY HEARD FROM THE COUNCIL THAT THERE WERE OTHER 

WAYS AND YOU WERE GOING TO TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 

THE AQUIFER. I THINK WE CAN ALL AGREE THAT ONE OF THE 

BEST WAYS THAT YOU CAN DO THAT TO ACTUALLY 

PERMANENTLY PROTECT AREAS OF THE AQUIFER IS BY 

BUYING THE LAND. UNFORTUNATELY THE PROPOSAL BY THE 

CITY BUDGET STAFF AS RELATES TO LAND ACQUISITION 



ACTUALLY DRAMATICALLY CUT THOSE FUNDS. IN FACT, IT'S 

THE BOND PACKAGE AREA THAT RECEIVED THE LARGEST 

CUTS BY A PERCENTAGE, AND WE THINK THAT'S A VERY SAD 

MESSAGE TO SEND TO VOTERS. WE THINK WE CAN DO A LOT 

BETTER THAN THAT. RIGHT NOW CITY STAFF ESTIMATE THAT 

THERE'S ABOUT 7500 ACRES OF LAND OVER THE AQUIFER 

THAT ARE UNDER IMMINENT THREAT OF DEVELOPMENT. AND 

WE CAN'T WAIT ANOTHER SIX YEARS TO PROTECT THESE 

AREAS. THEY'RE GOING TO -- THEY'LL BE GONE. SO THAT'S 

WHY WE NEED TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 

THESE LANDS. IT WOULD COST ABOUT $75 MILLION TO 

PROTECT THESE 7500 ACRES, AND THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT 

WE THINK THAT THERE'S PROBABLY MORE MONEY 

AVAILABLE IN THIS BOND PACKAGE FOR YOU TO USE. WE 

UNDERSTAND THAT THE BOND CAPACITY HAS BEEN BASED 

ON 2004 NUMBERS, AND WE KNOW THAT OF COURSE IN THE 

LAST YEAR OUR TAX BASE HAS GROWN AND IT'S LIKELY 

THAT THE CAPACITY HAS ALSO GROWN. SO WE URGE YOU 

TO TRY AND USE THE MOST RECENT NUMBERS YOU CAN 

BECAUSE WE ONLY DO THIS ONCE EVERY SIX, SEVEN 

YEARS, SO WE HOPE THAT YOU'LL -- IF NECESSARY, DELAY 

SETTING A FINAL BALLOT UNTIL WE CAN HAVE ALL THE 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND BE ABLE TO INVEST IN THESE 

PRIORITIES BECAUSE AS I SAID, THESE LANDS, THE PRICES 

ARE ONLY GOING TO GO UP, AND THAT'S PROBABLY THE 

BEST CASE SCENARIO. THE WORST CASE IS THAT THEY'LL 

BE GONE IN SIX YEARS AND WE WON'T BE ABLE TO PROTECT 

THEM. I URGE YOU TO DO WHAT YOU CAN. I KNOW YOU HAVE 

TOUGH CHOICES TO MAKE, BUT DO WHAT YOU CAN FOR THE 

AQUIFER. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: MELISSA DEHAN. JENNIFER MCPHAIL HAD TO 

LEAVE EARLIER AS DID ALBERT METZ. SARAH BAKER? JUDY 

FATH. KAREN ASCOT. HI, WELCOME. RICHARD SUTTLE 

OFFERED TO DONATE TIME TO YOU.  

I'M REALLY HONORED. THAT WAS SWEET OF HIM.  

Mayor Wynn: BUT SINCE IT'S PAST MIDNIGHT, IT DOESN'T 

COUNT. [ LAUGHTER ] SO YOU'LL HAVE THREE MINUTE. 

WELCOME. MR. SUTTLE HAS LEFT.  

WE DID TALK THIS MORNING AND I ASKED HIM TO SIGN UP. 



I'D LIKE TO MENTION (INDISCERNIBLE) CALLED ME EARLIER 

SAYING SHE WOULDN'T MAKE IT TONIGHT AND SHE ASKED 

ME TO REQUEST THAT YOU DO ALL YOU CAN TO PUT $90 

MILLION ON THE BALLOT FOR OPEN SPACE LAND FOR 

BARTON SPRINGS AND SHE EMPHASIZED THAT THIS IS 

REALLY THE IMPORTANT TIME TO DO SO AND NOT TO WAIT. 

AND I WANT TO ELABORATE ON THAT MESSAGE MYSELF. I 

KNOW THERE ARE A LOT OF WORTHY CAUSES NEEDING 

MONEY. I THINK OPEN SPACE FOR BARTON SPRINGS 

AQUIFER PROTECTION IS REALLY AN URGENT NEED RIGHT 

NOW. AND I WANT YOU TO THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY. 

YOU KNOW THERE ARE ENVIRONMENTAL CA TOSS TROPHIES 

OCCURRING ALL OVER THE PLANET RIGHT NOW. A RECENT 

NEW YORKER ARTICLE PREDICTED THAT BY MID CENTURY, 

47% OF SPEES SPECIES MAY BE COMMITTED TO 

EXTINCTION. WE'VE GOT OCEANSS POLLUTED, 

AGRICULTURAL RUNOFF IN WATERWAYS, CLEAR-CUT 

FORESTS AND EROSION SILTING UP WATER AND PLIEWLTING 

IT. WATERING IS BIG PROBLEM ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 

AND HERE IN AUSTIN WE'RE FACING ENCROACHING 

DEVELOPMENT ON OUR AQUIFER. AND I THINK YOU HAVE A 

REALLY EXCITING OPPORTUNITY NOW TO TAKE BOLD 

ACTION THAT WILL HAVE A TRULY LASTING EFFECT, 

SOMETHING TRULY WONDERFUL FOR THE FUTURE. WE CAN 

DO OUR LOCAL PART AGAINST GLOBAL WARMING, FORCE 

SPECIES PRESERVATION FOR WATER QUALITY AND 

QUANTITY ALL AT ONCE WITH A SINGLE ACTION. SO I URGE 

YOU TO DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN TO INCREASE BOND 

MONEY FOR OPEN SPACES, ESPECIALLY IN THE BARTON 

SPRINGS AREA, THE RECHARGE CONTRIBUTING ZONE, TO 

$90 MILLION AS THE SUBCOMMITTEE HAD RECOMMENDED. 

I'M SURE YOU KNOW THAT CITY STAFF HAVE IDENTIFIED 7500 

ACRES THREATENED BY IMMINENT DEVELOPMENT. I 

PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZE BARTON SPRINGS RECHARGE 

AND CONTRIBUTING ZONE LAND FOR A COUPLE OF 

REASONS. PARTLY BECAUSE THIS IS IN OUR CENTRAL PARK, 

IT'S A RESOURCE, A BEAUTIFUL POOL THAT EVERYBODY IN 

TOWN CAN ACCESS AND GET TO EASILY, EVEN IF THEY 

DON'T OWN A CAR. AND OTHER OPEN SPACE THAT MIGHT BE 

PURCHASED THAT COULD BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC WOULD 

BE A LOT HARDER TO REACH. THIS IS SOMETHING CLOSE BY 

THAT WE CAN ALL ENJOY ON A HOT SUMMER DAY. I KNOW 



YOU HAVE A LOT OF BRIGHT MINDS ON THE COUNCIL AND IN 

THE STAFF, AND YOU CAN BE CREATIVE. I'M REALLY SURE 

THAT COUNCILMEMBER DUNKERLEY AND THE STAFF CAN 

FIND A WAY TO MAKE IT WORK. I KNOW YOU'VE ALL HEARD 

THE SAME. YOU CAN LIVE A COUPLE OF MINUTES WITHOUT 

AIR AND MAYBE A FEW HOURS WITHOUT -- A FEW DAYS, 

MAYBE A WEEK WITHOUT FOOD. WATER IS PRETTY 

ESSENTIAL. I DON'T THINK YOU'LL EVER HAVE A CLEAR-CUT 

MOMENT WHEN YOU HAVE JUST A BLACK AND WHITE 

DECISION WHERE YOU'LL BE FACED WITH A QUESTION, A 

DECISION THAT SAYS SHOULD WE POLLUTE AUSTIN'S WATER 

OR NOT? IT'S NOT GOING TO COME TO THAT. THIS IS THE 

MOMENT, THE CLEAR-CUT MOMENT WHEN YOU CAN MAKE 

THE CHOICE, WE WILL TAKE CARE OF OUR WATER. [ BUZZER 

SOUNDS ] PLEASE ACT NOW AND INCREASE THE MONEY TO 

90 MILLION FOR OPEN SPACE. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, KAREN. PETER MAXSON. ALAN MAR 

BURGER? WELCOME, ALLEN. YOU WILL BE FOLLOWED BY 

COLIN CLARK OR MARY ALLEN BORGELT OR CHRISTIE MIEWS 

OR YOLANDA (INDISCERNIBLE). WELCOME. AND HANG ON, 

LET'S SEE. ALLEN, IS TIM MAHONEY HERE? HE WAS GOING 

TO OFFER TIME.  

I'M GOING TO CUT THIS REAL SHORT AND I DON'T NEED TIM'S 

TIME OR ANYTHING. I'M HERE ON BEHALF OF THE ELIZABETH 

NEY MUSEUM RESTORATION COMMITTEE, WHICH I'M A 

MEMBER OF I AM I'M A PAST PRESIDENT OF THE HYDE PARK 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. THE VERY SMALL PORTION 

OF THE BOND PACKAGE, THE EFFORT BY THE MUSEUM 

STAFF AND THE CITIZENS OF AUSTIN, TEXAS HAVE REALLY 

BEEN ONE OF TRUE PUBLIC AND CITY PARTICIPATION. THE 

MUSEUM AND HOME OF ELIZABETH NEY HAVE SURVIVED 

DUE TO THE EFFORTS OF REALLY A WIDESPREAD 

COMMUNITY DEDICATION TO THIS NATIONAL TREASURED 

SITE AS RECOGNIZED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

INTERIOR. IT CURRENTLY HAS A COMMITMENT FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR $250,000 FROM THE 

SAVE AMERICA'S TREASURES PROGRAM. BUT AS IMPORTANT 

AS THAT CONTRIBUTION IS, THE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS THAT 

CITIZENS HAVE ALREADY MADE AND RAISED OVER $100,000 

OF FOUNDATIONS AND CITIZENS TO PRESERVE THIS SITE 

FOR THE CITY, THE BOND PACKAGE IS A 500,000-DOLLAR 



REQUEST AND THE BOND PACKAGE WHICH WILL LEVERAGE 

$1.5 MILLION TO MAKE THIS REALLY A NATIONAL TREASURE 

THAT NOT ONLY -- I MEAN, OUR CITY REALLY NEEDS TO 

RECOGNIZE AS WELL AS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HERE, 

AND REALLY THINK ABOUT THE FACT THAT AGAIN WE'VE GOT 

THE CITIZENS AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TOTALLY BEHIND 

THIS. THE CITY IS THE OWNER OF THIS PROPERTY, THOUGH. 

AND TO GET THE MONEY THAT IS REALLY NEEDED TO DO 

THIS PROJECT, THE CITY HAS TO COME TO THE TABLE AND 

SAY, YES, WE'RE BEHIND IT 100% TOO. AND THEN YOU'LL SEE 

A LOT OF CONTRIBUTIONS COME IN, AND AGAIN, TRIPLE THE 

INPUT FROM THE CITY AS FAR AS THE MONEY AND 

INVESTMENT IN THIS REALLY AMERICAN TREASURE. IF THE 

CITY DOESN'T DO THIS, I THINK ONE OF THE THINGS THAT 

WOULD DISAPPOINT EVERYBODY IS THAT THE CITY WOULD 

REALLY LOSE ITS REPUTATION ON A NATIONAL AND STATE 

LEVEL ALONG ITS FOUNDATIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY 

COMMITTED MONEY TO THE MUSEUM. AND THIS IS 

SOMETHING THAT I THINK WOULD BE A DREADFUL THING TO 

HAVE HAPPEN. WE'VE ALREADY LEFT PACKETS FOR ALL THE 

COUNCILMEMBERS AND HOPE THAT Y'ALL HAVE A CHANCE 

TO TAKE A LOOK A AT THOSE IN THE UPCOMING WEEK. 

THERE WILL BE MANY PEOPLE COME TO THE NEXT BOND 

HEARING, PUBLIC HEARING NEXT WEEK, AND GIVE Y'ALL 

MORE INPUT ON THIS, BUT AGAIN I REALLY APPRECIATE 

Y'ALL LOOKING AT Y'ALL'S PACKETS. [ BUZZER SOUNDS ] AND 

UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS 

WHERE YOU'RE LEVERAGING MONEY THAT'S ALREADY BEEN 

COMMITTED TO THIS FINE MUSEUM AND NATIONAL 

TREASURE HERE IN AUSTIN.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. WELCOME.  

MARY ELLEN BORGELT. AND I WANT TO YIELD MY TIME TO 

NEXT WEEK, NEXT THURSDAY, AND LET Y'ALL GET HOME A 

LITTLE SOONER TONIGHT. AND PLEASE STAY TUNED FOR US 

NEXT WEEK. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: FAIR ENOUGH. YOU SHOULD AT LEAST PUT IN 

OUR PLUG SO WE KNOW WHAT TO THANK YOU FOR. I 

CALLED COLIN CLARK'S NAME EARLIER AND CHRISTIE MUSE. 

YOLANDA DAVITA WANTED TO SPEAK. VALERIE BRISTOL. 

MIKE BLIZZARD. WELCOME. THERESA BAIRD AND SUZANNE 



MASON. WELCOME. YOU WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

THANK YOU. I DO WANT TO COME HERE TO SPEAK ABOUT 

FINDING WAYS TO ADD MORE MONEY TO THE OPEN SPACE 

PROTECTION. AND LUKE MENTIONED THE PROPOSITIONS 

THAT WERE VOTED ON THIS SATURDAY. I DO THINK THEY'RE 

RELEVANT IN A COUPLE OF WAYS. FIRST OF ALL, WE HAD A 

SECRET MEETING OUT IN THE LOBBY EARLIER AND WE 

DECIDED THAT THE TERM TIME CERTAIN TEAMS 

DANGEROUSLY AKIN TO THE REALTIME. IT SEEMS A JAB IN 

MULTIPLE DIRECTIONS THERE. BUT THE -- THAT'S WHY SO 

MANY OF THESE FINE PEOPLE THAT YOU MENTIONED HAVE 

LEFT. I WOULD URGE YOU TO EXTEND THE PUBLIC HEARING 

TO NEXT WEEK FNG, BUT OF COURSE, BUT ALSO TO JUNE 

EIGHTH IF POSSIBLE. NEARLY TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE 

SIGNED UP. IT'S GOING TO BE VERY HARD TO HEAR FROM 

ALL OF THEM NEXT WEEK. AND BOND ELECTIONS IS 

PROBABLY ONLY SECOND TO CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

BECAUSE THEY ONLY HAPPEN EVER SO OFTEN, REALLY DO 

SET THE WAY WE GROW, THE WAY WE DEVELOP AND WHAT 

OUR QUALITY OF LIFE IS GOING TO BE, NOT JUST IN THE 

YEARS THAT THOSE PROJECTS ARE BEING BUILT, BUT IN 

THE DECADES TO COME. AND THE OTHER WAY THAT I THINK 

THE PROPOSITIONS ARE RELEVANT IS YES, THE VOTERS DID 

REJECT THEM; HOWEVER, I DON'T THINK THAT IN ANY WAY 

SUGGESTS THAT THE VOTERS DON'T CARE ABOUT 

PROTECTING OPEN SPACE, PROTECTING WATER QUALITY. 

WE HAD AN ELECTION IN NOVEMBER, THE TRAVIS COUNTY 

PARK BONDS, OVER $60 MILLION IN PARK BONDS. 40 MILLION 

OF THAT TO PRESERVE REIMERS RANCH. WATER QUALITY 

LANDS, LANDS IN EAST AUSTIN, AND IT WON BY 66% OF THE 

VOTE COUNTY WIDE. IN FACT, IT DID NOT LOSE ONE 

PRECINCT IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN. SO I THINK THE 

COMMITMENT IS THERE, THE SUPPORT IS THERE. WE JUST 

NEED TO FIND A WAY TO FIND THE EXTRA MONEY TO DO IT 

NOW BECAUSE OTHER PEOPLE HAVE SAID THOSE LANDS 

WILL BE GONE. I COULD PROBABLY POINT TO A MAP AND 

POINT YOU TO THOSE 7500 ACRES. AND I CAN TELL YOU THE 

DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE ON THEM IS IMMENSE. IF THEY 

AREN'T PRESERVED BY THE CITY OF AUSTIN, THEY ARE 

GOING TO BE DEVELOPED AND WE WON'T HAVE A CHANCE 

TO DO THAT IN THE FUTURE. SO THANK Y'ALL VERY MUCH. [ 



APPLAUSE ]  

AT THE REESE BAIRD, SUZANNE MASON, NAN McRAVEN, 

STEPHANIE THOMAS, ADAM SHIRLEY, RICHARD MORGAN. 

COME ON UP.  

ALL RIGHT. MAYOR WYNN, CITY COUNCILMEMBERS, HAPPY 

FRIDAY. MY NAME IS ADAM SHIRLEY. I'M A CITIZEN 

OUTREACH DIRECTOR WITH ENVIRONMENT TEXAS. FOR THE 

LAST SEVERAL MONTHS WE'VE KNOCKED ON DOORS, 

TALKED TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ABOUT THE 

IMPORTANCE OF BARTON SPRINGS TO THIS COMMUNITY. 

WE'VE GOTTEN OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FROM 

AUSTINITES WHO WANT THEIR CITY TO TAKE IMMEDIATE 

ACTION AND PERMANENTLY PROTECT BARTON SPRINGS 

AND THE EDWARD'S AQUIFER FROM OVERDEVELOPMENT 

AND POLLUTION. I HAVE SOME OF THEIR COMMENTS WITH 

ME RIGHT HERE, AS YOU CAN SEE, A NICE BIG STACK. YOU 

CAN READ THROUGH THAT LATER. ON BEHALF OF THE 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WE'VE TALKED TO WHO SUPPORT 

BARTON SPRINGS AND OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION, I URGE 

YOU TO PUT AT LEAST $75 MILLION IN THE BOND MONEY 

TOWARDS THE ACQUISITION AND PRESERVATION OF OPEN 

SPACE AROUND AUSTIN. ALSO WHILE WE WERE WAITING 

HERE WE WENT AND SAW THE BATS AND THERE'S A LOT OF 

POLLUTION JUST RUNNING THROUGH THE RIVER OVER 

THERE. WE SHOULD DO SOMETHING ABOUT THAT TOO. ALL 

RIGHT. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: STEPHANIE THOMAS, WELCOME. YOU WILL HAVE 

THREE MINUTES.  

YES. MY NAME IS STEPHANIE THOMAS, I'M WITH ADAPT OF 

STATE OF TEXAS R. TEXAS, AND I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK IN 

SUPPORT OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PART OF THE 

BOND PACKAGE. WE SUPPORT THE WHOLE BOND PACKAGE, 

BUT THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING WE FEEL IS REALLY THE 

MOST CRITICAL NEED OF THEM ALL. YOU'VE HEARD FROM US 

BEFORE ON THIS, BUT WE'RE NOT GOING TO SHUT UP ABOUT 

IT BECAUSE WITHOUT HOUSING WHERE ARE PEOPLE TO 

LIVE. AND WITHOUT THIS BOND PACKAGE, HOW ARE WE 

DOING TO HAVE AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR REALLY LOW 

INCOME PEOPLE? WHAT WE COUNT AS AFFORDABLE 



HOUSING IN AUSTIN IS NOT AFFORDABLE TO VERY LOW 

INCOME PEOPLE, LIKE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, ON 

BENEFITS, PEOPLE WHO WORK AS THEIR ATTENDANTS. IT 

JUST ISN'T AND IT ISN'T GOING TO COME OUT OF NOWHERE. 

IT ISN'T GOING TO COME OUT OF THE SKY AND IT ISN'T 

GOING TO COME FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. I MEAN, 

LITTLE OF IT MAY, BUT IT NEEDS -- THE NEEDS ARE MUCH, 

MUCH GREATER THAN THAT. WE GIVE A LOT OF LIP SERVICE 

IN THIS COMMUNITY TO DIVERSITY, BUT IF WE DON'T PUT A 

LITTLE A LITTLE BIT OF MONEY BEHIND THAT, WE'RE NOT 

GOING TO HAVE A DIVERSE COMMUNITY AND PEOPLE ARE 

GOING TO HAVE TO LIVE IN NORTH SAN ANTONIO OR SOUTH 

OF WACO AND SORT OF PRETEND TO LIVE IN AUSTIN. THAT'S 

NOT RIGHT. THAT IS NOT RIGHT. WE NEED TO HAVE A 

COMMUNITY THAT EMBRACESS EVERYBODY, INCLUDING 

LOW INCOME PEOPLE. AND YOU NEED TO PUT THE FULL 

AMOUNT IN NOT JUST THE 50 MILLION, BUT THE $67.5 

MILLION IN THERE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING. IT'S GOING 

TO LEVERAGE MORE DOLLARS FOR HOUSING TO COME 

FROM THE FEDS THAN THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND IT IS 

GOING TO CREATE JOBS. IT IS ALSO GOING TO ENABLE 

PEOPLE WHO WORK AT JOBS THAT OTHER PEOPLE DON'T 

WANT TO DO, WE HEAR A LOT ABOUT THAT THESE DAYS. 

THEY HAVE TO LIVE SOMEWHERE. I'M NOT JUST TALKING 

ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT HERE WITH DOCUMENTATION 

OR WHATEVER, BUT EVEN CITIZENS WHO NEED PLACES TO 

LIVE, BUT THEY'RE NOT GOING TO GET THAT WITHOUT THIS 

BOND PACKAGE. THE OTHER THING I JUST WANTED TO 

SPEAK IN SUPPORT OF IS THE SIDEWALK MONEY. YOUR 

PROBABLY NOT GOING TO HEAR A LOT ABOUT THAT, BUT IT 

IS A VERY CRITICAL PIECE. THAT ARE PLACES ALL OVER 

SOUTHAUSTINMENT SOUTH LAMAR IS JUST ONE OF MANY 

EXAMPLES WHERE YOU CAN GO AND YOU'RE PLAYING IN 

TRAFFIC IF YOU'RE A PEDESTRIAN. SO THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: RICHARD MORGAN, WELCOME. PIRKS HI,  

HI, GUYS. I'M A CANVASSER WITH ENVIRONMENT TEXAS. FOR 

THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS WE'VE BEEN CANVASSING 

DOOR TO DOOR AND GOTTEN TONS OF SUPPORT AROUND 

THE COMMUNITY. TO TELL A QUICK STORY, THIS MONDAY I 

WAS CANVASSING OFF OF 32nd AND WEST CAMPUS AND I 



SPOKE TO THIS WOMAN WHO WAS INCREDIBLY SUPPORTIVE, 

A LITTLE HIT UP FINANCIALLY SO SHE WASN'T ABLE TO JOIN 

AS A MEMBER, BUT WHEN I TALKED TO HER NEIGHBORS, 

HER SON WHO COULDN'T HAVE BEEN MORE THAN FIVE 

YEARS OLD CAME RUNNING UP TO ME AND HANDED ME A 

HANDFUL OF CHANGE. SO THE COMMUNITY IS ALL FOR THIS 

ABSOLUTELY. BUT MOSTLY I WANT TO TOUCH ON I'M VERY 

CONCERNED ABOUT AS Y'ALL KNOW, I'M SURE YOU GUYS 

ARE FAMILIAR WITH FREEPORT McMORAN AND ITS 

SUBSIDIARIES, SHADDUS PROPERTIES. FREEPORT HAS BEEN 

A LONG RUNNING SOURCE OF MISERY FOR PEOPLE. IN MAY 

2000, AUSTRALIA'S MINERAL POLICY INSTITUTE DESCRIBED 

FREEPORT McMORAN'S MINE AS HAVING, QUOTE, THE 

WORLD'S'S WORST RECORD OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION, END QUOTE. I MEAN, 

THAT WAS ONE OF MYSELF WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THAT, WE WOULD BE LOCKED IN JAIL. ALSO WE'VE BEEN 

DENIED THE RIGHT REGARDING A PUBLIC HEARING A AMD'S 

MOVE, WHICH I FEEL IS QUITE UNACCEPTABLE, TO BE 

HONEST. I'D LIKE TO END WITH A QUOTE FROM A GREAT 

PATRIOT, BOBBY KENNEDY, JUNIOR. QUOTE, 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY TODAY IS NOT ABOUT 

PROTECTING THE FISH AND BIRDS, IT'S ABOUT RECOGNIZING 

THAT NATURE IS THE FRUK OF OUR COMMUNITY. IF WE 

WANT TO MEET OUR OBLIGATION AS A GENERATION, 

CIVILIZATION AND AS A NATION, WHICH IS TO CREATE 

COMMUNITIES FOR OUR CHILDREN THAT PROVIDE THEM 

WITH THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIGNITY AND 

ENRICHMENT AS THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT OUR PARENTS 

GAVE US, THEN TO DO THIS WE'VE GOT TO START BY 

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE. 

KENNEDY CONTINUES TO SAY THAT IN 100 PERCENT OF 

SITUATIONS, GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY IS IDENTICAL 

TO GOOD ECONOMIC POLICY. THAT IS, IF WE WANT TO 

MEASURE OUR ECONOMY BASED UPON HOW IT PRODUCES 

JOBS AND HOW IT PRESERVES THE VALUE AND ASSETS OF 

THE COMMUNITY OVER THE LONG-TERM. ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEGRADATION IS ESSENTIALLY DEFICIT SPENDING, END 

QUOTE. SO PLEASE INVEST AT LEAST $75 MILLION INTO 

PRESERVING BARTON SPRINGS AND OUR COMMUNITY'S 

INFRASTRUCTURE BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE. IF WE CAN MAKE 

THIS INVESTMENT NOW, LIBRARIES, INVESTMENTS ARE 



THINGS FOR OUR COMMUNITY, BUT IF WE CAN MAKE THIS 

INVESTMENT NOW, HOPEFULLY FUNDS GENERATED FROM 

BARTON SPRINGS INTO THE COMMUNITY AS WELL AS SAVED 

FUNDS FROM HEALTH CARE COSTS CAN HOPEFULLY IN THE 

FUTURE ADD FUNDS TOWARDS THESE VITAL PROGRAMS. 

THANK Y'ALL VERY MUCH.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. DEBRA ROSENQUIST. AND JOLLY 

CALL. AMY WANNAMAKER. JAMES SHARP? JOHN NETHAL? 

BRUCE TODD WHO HAD TO LEAVE EARLIER. BIANCA 

SPELLMAN. ANGELA MILLER. HELLO. WELCOME.  

I PROMISED MY NEIGHBORHOOD I WOULD COME. I'M JUST 

HERE TO ASK THAT THE PROJECT TO REPAIR BOGGY CREEK 

GET INCLUDED IN THE 2006 BOND PACKAGE AND PEOPLE 

FROM OUR NEIGHBORHOOD CAME TO EVERY SINGLE ONE 

OF THE BOND ELECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS, 

AND WE MADE A BIG PRESENCE THERE. AND I THINK THAT 

THROUGH OUR WEBSITE AND THE PICTURES OF THE CREEK 

AND THE CURRENT SITUATION, ALL THE NEIGHBOR 

TESTIMONY, I THINK THAT THEY REALLY UNDERSTOOD WHAT 

WE'RE TALKING ABOUT, SO WE WERE REALLY GRATIFIED TO 

SEE THAT THE BOGGY CREEK CLEANUP HAD MADE IT INTO 

THEIR RECOMMENDATION AND WE WANT TO MAKE SURE 

THAT IT STAYS IN THE BOND PACKAGE BECAUSE THERE'S A 

PROBLEM WITH SEWAGE PIPES LEAKING SEWAGE INTO THE 

CREEK. THIS IS RAW SEWAGE LEAKING INTO THIS URBAN 

CREEK WHERE PEOPLE LIVE AND KIDS PLAY, AND IT'S A 

VERY BAD SITUATION, SO THE E.P.A. HAS MANDATED THAT 

SOME OF THE WORST BE CLEANED UP, BUT WE 

UNDERSTAND FROM THE CITY STAFF THAT THE E.P.A. 

MANDATED CLEANUP WILL NOT ACTUALLY REMOVE THE 

SEWAGE PIPES FROM THE CREEK, THEY WILL NOT REMOVE 

THE BROKEN PIPES THAT ARE CURRENTLY IN THE CREEK 

AND THE CREEK BED, NOT REMOVE THE CONCRETE WHICH 

ENCASES MANY OF THESE PIPES AND CONTRIBUTES TO THE 

EROSION OF THE CREEK BED AND CONTRIBUTES TO 

FLOODING OF NEIGHBORS' PROPERTIES AND HAS LOTS OF 

OTHER NEGATIVE IMPACT. WE REALLY WANT THE CREEK 

REPAIR TO BE DONE CORRECTLY AND COMPLETELY AND 

CITY STAFF HAVE TOLD US THAT IT WILL BE MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE AND MOST EFFICIENT AND CHEAPEST IN THE 

LONG RUN IF THE CREEK REPAIR IS DONE IN TANDEM WITH 



THE E.P.A. MANDATED SEWAGE CLEANUP OR SEWAGE KIND 

OF LESSENING OF THE SEWAGE THAT THE E.P.A. HAS 

MANDATED. SO THAT WOULD MEAN THAT IT WOULD HAVE TO 

BE IN THIS BOND PACKAGE, AND IF WE PUT IT OFF, IT SEEMS 

LIKELY THAT IT WOULD -- WELL, WOULD NOT HAPPEN FOR A 

LONG TIME AND WHEN IT DOES HAPPEN, IT WOULD BE MORE 

EXPENSIVE. SO THIS IS SOMETHING THAT NEIGHBORS HAVE 

BEEN ASKING FOR FOR MANY YEARS, BUT IT'S BEEN BACK 

BURNERRED, AND NOW THE E.P.A. HAS BECOME INVOLVED 

WITH THE SEWAGE PROBLEM IN THE CREEK AND THE FECAL 

COL LOWER FORM COUNT IN THE CREEK IS VERY HIGH. SO 

THIS IS A CONCERN TO THE E.P.A. AND WE JUTION WANT IT 

ALL TO BE DONE NOW AS OPPOSED TO PUTTING IT OFF 

LONGER, WHICH I THINK WILL END UP BEING MORE 

EXPENSIVE. AND I WOULD JUST ASK YOU TO CHECK OUR 

WEBSITE. MANY NEIGHBORS TOOK PICTURES OF THE 

BROKEN PIPES, OF THE SEWAGE, OF THE CON TAN NANTS IN 

THE CREEK. YOU CAN SEE THE EROSION. I WENT DOWN 

THERE MYSELF ONE DAY AND THERE WERE SOME KIDS 

PLAYING IN THE CREEK AND NEIGHBORS COMPLAINED 

ABOUT THEIR DOGS SMELLING AFTER THEY RUN THROUGH 

THE CREEK. [ONE MOMENT, PLEASE, FOR CHANGE IN 

CAPTIONERS]  

IT'S BEEN A LONG DAY I'M GOING TO TRY TO MAKE THIS AS 

BRIEF AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. I'M HERE TONIGHT 

REPRESENTING THE COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ACTIVE 

AND INVOLVED AND CONTINUED TO WORK ON THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVE. THE URBAN LEAGUE, 

PRO ARTS COLLECTIVE, THE NAACP, THE ALLIANCE FOR 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HEALTH, THE AUSTIN REVITALIZATION 

AUTHORITY AND CAPITAL CITY AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. WE ARE IN SUPPORT OF THE 

OTHER CULTURALLY RELATED PROJECTS BROUGHT FORTH 

BY THE CITY BOND ELECTION COMMITTEE BY CITY STAFF. 

HOWEVER WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE WORK THAT'S 

BEEN DONE ON THE QUALITY OF LIE, ALL OF THE WORK 

FROM THE COUNCIL, AS WELL AS THE SUPPORT FROM THE 

CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE, THAT WE CURRENTLY ARE 

MISSING AN AN IMPORTANT FOLLOW THROUGH 

OPPORTUNITY THAT WAS MISSED, THE CITY'S BOND 

ELECTION RECOMMENDATION, AN EFFORT TO STRENGTHEN 



THE QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVES, WE THINK IT'S CRITICAL 

THAT THEY CREATE THE CULTURAL AND AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE DISTRICT. THE PURPOSE OF THE 

DISTRICT WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: TO PROVIDE A FOCAL 

POINT FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURE, CREATIVITY AND 

MORE FUNDAMENTALLY A SENSE OF BELONGING. 

SECONDLY, TO PROVIDE A HOME FOR EXISTING AFRICAN-

AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS WHO FORM THE BEDROCK OF 

THE COMMUNITY. THESE ENTITIES THEN SERVE AS 

ANCHORS TO ATTRACT NEW COMPLIMENTARY BUSINESSES 

AND ACTIVITIES IN THE COMMUNITY. ALSO THIRDLY TO 

PROVIDE A SELLING POINT, A FOCAL POINT IN SELLING 

AUSTIN AS A TOURISM AND CONVENTION DESTINATION TO 

THE REST OF THE WORLD. THE DISTRICT WAS SERVED TO 

CREATE A HUB FOR SMALL BUSINESSES AND FOR 

RESPONDING TO NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT FOR 

ALLOWING FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN ENTREPRENEURIAL 

ENERGY TO DEVELOP IN AND AROUND THE ESTABLISHED 

DEVELOPMENT CORRIDOR SUCH AS EAST 11th STREET. THE 

CAPITAL CITY CHAMBER IS HIGHLY INTERESTED IN BEING 

PART THAT OUTCOME. ALSO WITH AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

TRAVIS COUNTY BEING THE MOST AT RISK OF ALL 

ETHNICITIES FOR THE 10 MOST SERIES DISEASES, WE NEED 

EXPANDED HEALTH CARE ENTITIES TO BE EXPANDED TO 

EXIST WITHIN THE DISTRICT. THIRDLY, PRO ARTS 

COLLECTIVE SERVES AS THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY IN THE CITY. IN ORDER FOR 

THEM TO THRIVE, THIS NON-PROFIT NEEDS A LONG-TERM 

HOME WITHIN THE DISTRICT IT SERVES JUST AS OTHER 

LONG STANDING PERFORMS ARTS GROUPS IN THE CITY 

HAVE. YOUTH DEVELOPMENT. THERE'S A HUGE PRIORITY 

FOR THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY. LONG STANDING 

YOUTH GROUPS SUCH AS THE GREATER AUSTIN YOUTH 

FOUNDATION, A PARTNERSHIP HAS PRODUCED 

OUTSTANDING YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS, 

ALSO NEEDS A LONG-TERM HOME TO EXIST AND LIVE IN THE 

AREA IN WHICH IT SERVES. SO IN SUMMARY WE ARE SIMPLY 

ASKING TO ESTABLISH AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL 

AND HERITAGE DISTRICT TO PROVIDE AN ANCHOR FOR 

THOSE SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS. CULTURE IS JUST THE 

SUM TOTAL OF WHAT WE EXPERIENCE. THE EXPERIENCE 

HAS CREATED BY US AND BY OUR SURROUNDINGS. WE SEEK 



TO IMPROVE OUR CULTURE BY DOING A COUPLE OF THINGS. 

EXPANDING PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE OPTIONS, 

ENHANCING YOUTH DEVELOPMENT. ELIMINATING BLIGHT, 

STIMULATING CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

WITHIN THE DISTRICT AND CREATING A SENSE OF PRIDE 

FOR AFRICAN-AMERICANS THROUGHOUT THE REGION. 

FINALLY WE SEEK A WAY TO MAKE OUR EFFORTS 

PERMANENT BY CREATING AN ENTITY THAT WOULD SERVE 

AS AN ADVISORY RESOURCE TO THE CITY. WE WOULD HATE 

FOR OUR CHILDREN OR THEIR CHILDREN TO WALK THE 

SAME STRETCH OF ROAD AGAINST REDRESSING ISSUES 

THAT WE HAVE A CHANCE TO SOLVE TODAY. WE THANK YOU, 

I WON'T GO INTO MORE DETAIL BECAUSE WE HAVE 

PROVIDED MORE FOR YOU INDIVIDUALLY, WE ASK YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE REQUESTS BEING MADE OF 

YOU TONIGHT, THANKS.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] GORE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] SORRY IF I'M MISPRONOUNCING THAT, 

CAROL SUE ISENBURT, MARK [INDISCERNIBLE], JERRY 

SMITH, WILLIAM WALES, RON CRANSTON, [INDISCERNIBLE], 

MICHELLE [INDISCERNIBLE] I SAW EARLIER. SETH JOHNSON. 

MASON [INDISCERNIBLE]  

WELCOME.  

MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, AND COUNCILMEMBERS. GOOD 

MORNING. I'M MICHELLE BLOOD, I SERVE ON THE BOARD OF 

THE AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION. I'M HERE TO 

URGE YOU TO SUPPORT THE LIBRARY FOR THE FULL $90 

MILLION RECOMMENDED BY THE CITIZENS BOND ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. OUR CURRENT LIBRARY MET THE NEED OF OUR 

COMMUNITY IN 1979 WHEN THE POPULATION OF AUSTIN WAS 

300,000. OUR COMMUNITY HAS GROWN, WE NEED A LIBRARY 

THAT REFLECTS AUSTIN TODAY, PROVIDING ALL RESIDENTS 

WITH A GATHERING PLACE TO LEARN, TO STUDY, TO LEAD. A 

LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS PROVIDING THE -- THE 

BASIC INGREDIENT OF A LEARNED POPULATION. GREAT 

CITIES HAVE GREAT LIBRARIES. PLEASE MAINTAIN OUR 

FUNDING. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MISH SHE. JASON SPANGLER. HOW 



ARE YOU?  

I HAVE A SHORT PRESENTATION.  

ALL RIGHT. 7 I'M -- THANKS FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

SPEAK. I'M HERE REPRESENTING THE NUMBERS OF THE 

NATIVE PRAIRIE ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS AND THE AUSTIN 

AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY CHAPTERS OF THE NATIVE PLANT 

SOCIETY. ASKING YOU TO SAVE OUR PRAIRIES. 

SPECIFICALLY TO INCLUDE THE FIVE MILLION THAT WAS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN 

THE RECOMMENDATION THAT WAS EXCLUDED BY THE 

RECENT STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS. HERE'S AN EXAMPLE 

PICTURE OF WHAT PRAIRIE LOOKS LIKE AROUND HERE. A 

MIX OF NATIVE GRASSES AND FLOWERS. BEES, 

BUTTERFLIES. OTHER WILD WILDLIFE. LOOKING DIFFERENT, 

DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE YEAR. USUALLY FEWER SPARSE 

TREES. LOTS OF WILDLIFE. NATIVE BEES. BUTTERFLIES. 

NATIVE GRASSES, LIKE LITTLE BLUE STEM, INDIAN GRASS, 

VERY BEAUTIFUL, YOU KNOW, SPRING AND FALL, BLOOMING, 

MANY PLANTS THAT ARE PERENNIAL. A LOT OF PLANTS THAT 

YOU MIGHT THINK ARE PRAIRIE AREN'T, LIKE MOST FIELDS, 

PASTURES, ROAD SIDES AREN'T PRAIRIE. THEY ARE 

PLANTED WITH JUST A FEW NON-NATIVE, ACTUALLY 

USUALLY INVASIVE GRASSES, A FEW ANNUAL WILD 

FLOWERS. SPECIES, VERY LOW DIVERSITY. HERE YOU CAN 

SEE A MAP WHERE PRAIRIE WAS. YOU CAN SEE RIGHT IN 

THE CENTER OF TRAVIS WHERE AUSTIN IS, ALSO IN THE 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY -- ACTUALLY PRAIRIE ON THE EAST OF 

THE BLAND LAND PRAIRIE TO THE NORTH OF GRAND 

PRAIRIE, TO THE SOUTHWEST WAS THE EDWARD'S PLATEAU. 

GETS MOST OF THE ATTENTION. PROBABLY PART OF THE 

REASON OF THAT IS BECAUSE THE -- MOST OF THE PRAIRIES 

WERE DESTROYED OVER THE LAST 100 YEARS. HOW MUCH 

IS LEFT? [READING GRAPHIC] WHY SHOULD WE PROTECT 

THE PRAIRIE? WILDLIFE HABITAT. [READING GRAPHIC] 

[BUZZER SOUNDING] I.  

I BELIEVE I ALSO HAD THREE MINUTES.  

IF LISA. THREE MORE MINUTES.  

OKAY. [READING GRAPHIC] PARK MEMBERS AND FORMER 



CITY STAFF FOUND OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS ARE ALL 

THAT'S LEFT IN THE AREA NOW. ALSO ESPECIALLY FOR 

PEOPLE. [READING GRAPHIC] THEY ARE ALSO WHAT THE 

FOUNDERS OF AUSTIN AND THE EARLY TEXANS SAW WHEN 

THEY CAME HERE SINCE -- SINCE OVER PROBABLY OVER 

HALF OF THIS AREA WAS PRAIRIE. THIS IS PROBABLY OUR 

LAST CHANCE. ALL OF THESE PLACES ARE IN -- IN RIGHT 

NEXT TO DEVELOPMENT. THESE 1500-ACRES WILL 

PROBABLY BE GONE BY THE NEXT TIME BOND ELECTIONS 

COME UP. HERE'S A QUICK PHOTO TOUR OF SOME OF THE 

AREA PRAIRIES. A PICTURE OF YOU CAN SEE THE NATIVE 

GRASSES. ALL OF THE PERENNIAL NATIVE PLANTS AND WILD 

FLOWERS. THAT'S A LITTLE BLUE STEM. HERE'S A .BUT SHOT, 

[INDISCERNIBLE], NORTH SIDE OF TOWN. HERE'S TEXAS CUT 

GRASS. HERE'S MEALY BLEW BLUE SAGE. STANDING WINE 

CUP. THERE'S AREA LITTLE BLUE STEM AND INDIAN GRASS. 

OTHER PRAIRIE -- HERE'S A PERENNIAL PAINT BRUSH. WE 

FOUND IT IN A FEW PLACES, WE CAN ONLY FIND IT IN A FEW 

PLACES AROUND AUSTIN. HERE'S ANOTHER SCENE OF 

LITTLE BLUE STEM, SUN FLOWERS. HERE'S A PRAIRIE 

CELESTEIAL, VERY PRETTY FLOWER NAMED AFTER 

PRAIRIES, HERE'S A PICTURE OF WHAT A PRAIRIE CAN LOOK 

LIKE, HOW IT CAN BE USED TO BOTH PRESERVE PRAIRIE AND 

DO GOOD FOR WILDLIFE, ALSO SERVE FOR RECREATION. 

HIKING. HERE'S THE BLACK LAND PRAIRIE REMNANT NEAR 

ITEM WE TEMPLE WITH TRAILS MOWED INSTEAD OF HARD 

SCAPED. AND HERE'S SOME OF THE -- LIST OF THE PRAIRIES 

REMNANTS THAT ARE LEFT IN THE AREA. THESE ARE 

MEMBERS AND FORM HE CITY STAFF SEJED FOR THESE FOR 

20 YEARS, THIS IS ALL THAT'S DONE. I JUST WANTED TO IN 

CONCLUSION. [READING GRAPHIC] I WANTED TO ASK YOU TO 

INCLUDE THE LAND THAT THE CITIZENS ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED WHAT WAS EXCLUDED FROM 

THE STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS. THANK YOU AGAIN.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MR. SPANGLER. [ APPLAUSE ] JEFF 

BOYT. WELCOME, JIM TEMPLE STILL HERE? WELCOME, 

THREE MINUTES.  

GOOD MORNING, JEFF BOYT. I'M HERE TO SPEAK TONIGHT 

ABOUT LOOKING AT WAYS THAT WE CAN -- THERE YOU TO 

TRY TO FIND WAYS TO INCREASE THE BOND CAPACITY AND 

ALSO TO WORK FOR RESTORING PARK FUNDING FOR -- FOR -



- PARKS, GREEN WAYS, AND ALSO RESTORING FUNDING 

RECOMMENDED BY THE BOND ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR 

THE AQUIFER PROTECTION. LOOKING AT THE BOND 

CAPACITY CERTAINLY URGE YOU TO REVISIT THOSE 

NUMBERS AND TRY TO USE THE BEST AVAILABLE DATA THAT 

YOU HAVE. I THINK THAT WE CAN ALL BENEFIT FROM THE 

BEST IF WE LOOK FOR WAYS TO TRY TO INCREASE THE SIZE 

OF THE BONDING PIE THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. I 

ALSO ENCOURAGE YOU TO GO AND LOOK AT THE -- THESE 

CURRENT CASH ALLOWANCES, IN PARTICULARLY AT THE 

AVAILABILITY OF THE INCREASED SALES TAX REVENUES, TO 

SEE IF THERE'S A WAY TO FUND SOME OF THE SMALLER 

PROJECTS. FOR INSTANCE THE PARKS DEPARTMENT ALONE, 

YOU KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY SMALLER PROJECTS 

RELATING TO THE REPAIR AND THE REPLACEMENT OF 

POOLS, REC CENTERS, OTHER FACILITIES THAT COULD BE 

FUNDED OUT OF ANNUAL CASH ALLOTMENTS. TURNING INTO 

LOOKING FOR FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 

BOND ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PARKS AND 

PARTICULARLY ON THE EAST SIDE, COLORADO RIVER 

CORRIDOR, ALSO GREEN WAYS FOR OUR EAST AUSTIN 

CREEKS. PARTICULARLY ASK YOU TO LOOK AT THESE 

AREAS, BECAUSE THESE AREAS ARE SOME OF THE MOST 

SEVERE DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES OF ANY OUT THERE. 

THIS IS IN S.H. 130, DEVELOPMENT CORRIDOR. AND THE 

TRUST FOR PUBLIC LANDS THIS WEEK RELEASED A STUDY 

THAT SHOWED IN THESE CREEKS AREA, NATURAL AREAS 

ARE GREATLY AT RISK. I ALSO URGE YOU TO -- TO LOOK FOR 

WAYS TO RESTORE SOME OF THE FUNDING RECOMMENDED 

BY THE BOND ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION. WE 

HAD BUILT A GREAT RECORD OF SUCCESS IN BUYING LAND 

OVER THE AQUIFER. FOR PROTECTING IT AND FOR 

PROTECTING BARTON SPRINGS AND THEY DEFINITELY 

HEARD THAT YOU CONTINUED THAT RECORD AS AUSTIN 

VOTERS HAVE CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED BOND PROJECTS 

THAT HAVE -- THAT HAVE PROTECT THE LAND AND WATER 

QUALITY, WE HAVE NEVER REGRET THE PURCHASES OF 

LAND THAT OUR -- THAT HAS BEEN DONE BY THAT SCHEME 

BEFORE US. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME 

TONIGHT.  

I ALSO HAD A LETTER OF -- OF -- OF PROJECTS DOWNTOWN 



FROM THE DOWNTOWN COMMISSION,.  

RIGHT. SUSAN PFEIFFER, AL SALDANA, MIKE CLARK 

MADISON. WELCOME, MIKE. [INDISCERNIBLE] AL SIMMONS.  

I THINK THAT I WILL KEEP IT SHORT. I JUST WANTED TO STAY 

THIS LONG SO THAT YOU WOULD STILL HAVE A MEMBER OF 

THE BOND ELECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE HERE UNTIL 

THE DAY RAN BECAUSE I THINK THAT I AM THE LAST ONE 

HERE. MOSTLY CERTAINLY WE EMPATHIZE HAVING BEEN 

THROUGH FOR A YEAR, HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO 

ACCOMMODATE ALL OF THE VARIOUS THINGS THAT WE 

WANT DONE IN THIS COMMUNITY, THE TESTIMONY FROM 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ABOUT WANTING DONE IN THIS 

COMMUNITY. I THINK, YOU KNOW, WITH THE HARD TEST IN 

MAKING IT IN OUR MEANS, I'M VERY HAPPY WITH WHAT IS 

BEFORE YOU, I'M CERTAINLY HAPPY ABOUT THE $90 MILLION 

FOR LIBRARY. BUT THAT WE SEEM TO HAVE REACHED 

CONSENSUS THAT THAT IS IN FACT CRITICAL, ABSOLUTELY 

ESSENTIAL THAT THE CITY NEEDS TO PAY FOR IT. I DO, 

HOWEVER, ECHO SOME OF THE COMMENTS THAT YOU 

HEARD EARLIER, WILL SURELY HEAR AGAIN NEXT WEEK 

THAT IF THE -- BETWEEN NOW AND JUNE 8th WE CAN USE 

ALL OF OUR COLLECTIVE CREATIVITY TO FIND WAYS TO 

INCREASE THE FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSE 7 AND 

FOR OPEN SPACE, I THINK WE WILL DO A BETTER JOB, BEST 

POSSIBLE JOB OF REALLY RESPONDING SO WHAT WE 

HEARD ON THE BOND ELECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FROM THE CITIZENS AS BEING THE -- MEETING THE 

CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY AND WHERE THEY WANT TO 

MOVE FORWARD. I THINK NOT NECESSARILY -- MATCHING 

EXACTLY THE NUMBERS THAT CAME FROM OUR COMMITTEE 

IS PROBABLY IMPOSSIBLE, BUT FINDING MORE TO DO MORE 

WITHIN FINANCIAL PARAMETERS THAT THE CITY FACES I 

THINK IS POSSIBLE IN A LOT OF DIFFERENT WAYS, SOME OF 

WHICH HAVE BEEN TOUCHED ON TONIGHT. I LOOK FORWARD 

TO WORKING WITH YOU ALL OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS TO 

SEE WHAT THE BEST WAYS OF DOING THAT. JUST TO 

REMINDS YOU, WE DO STILL EXIST. I GOT MY LETTER ASKING 

FOR MY NEW FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT. THE 

BOND ELECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMITTEE DOES 

STILL EXIST. WE WILL BE HAPPY TO -- TO HELP. THANK YOU 



ALL SO MUCH.  

THANK YOU, MIKE. FOR YOUR SERVICE, AL, WELCOME, YOU 

WILL HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

MR. MAYOR, MAYOR PRO TEM, MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, I 

WILL ALSO MAKE MINE VERY, VERY SHORT. THERE HAVE 

BEEN A LOT OF PEOPLE THAT HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT THE 

LIBRARY. I'M A MEMBER OF THE LIBRARY FOUNDATION 

BOARD AS WELL. WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE 

SUPPORT THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN IN THE CENTRAL LIBRARY 

AND IN THE $90 MILLION THAT YOU HAD INDICATED FOR IT 

THUS FAR. WE ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE THAT SUPPORT. 

BADLY NEEDED FACILITY IN THIS COMMUNITY. AND AGAIN 

WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT, GOOD 

NIGHT. [ APPLAUSE ] SUSAN [INDISCERNIBLE] KIDRAN, 

WELCOME. BOB KAFKA, AL LOIF I CAN'T ORTIZ.  

YOU HAVE THREE MINUTES.  

I APOLOGIZE FOR EXTENDING TONIGHT'S SESSION BY 

ANOTHER THREE MINUTES, BUT UNFORTUNATELY I'M BEING 

FORCED TO LEAVE AUSTIN AND TRAVEL TO EUROPE FOR 

THREE MONTHS, I WON'T BE AVAILABLE FOR NEXT WEEK'S 

HEARING. FIRST I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND MY 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MAYOR WILL WYNN AND 

COUNCILMEMBER MCCRACKEN FOR THEIR REELECTION 

CAMPAIGNS, ALSO THANKS MAYOR PRO TEM DANNY 

THOMAS AND COUNCILMEMBER RAUL ALVAREZ FOR THEIR 

SERVICE. I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY OVER THE LAST FEW 

MONTHS, THE HONOR BASICALLY TO BE A CANDIDATE IN 

OUR ELECTIONS FOR CITY COUNCIL AND WHAT THAT MEANT 

WAS I GOT TO MEET WITH COUNTLESS MEMBERS OF OUR 

COMMUNITY, CITIZEN GROUPS AND JUST PLAIN PEOPLE AND 

GET AN IDEA OF WHAT THEY THOUGHT WAS THE PRIORITIES 

IN OUR -- IN OUR BOND ELECTION. I WOULD LIKE TO REPORT 

TO YOU ON THAT PRIORITIES THAT I HAVE SEEN COME FROM 

THE COMMUNITY ARE, A, AFFORDABLE HOUSING, B OPEN 

SPACE LAND ACQUISITION AND THE LAST ONE THAT I WOULD 

LIKE TO PUT IN THERE IS MORE ISM IMPROVEMENTS FROM 

THE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR SIDEWALK, PEDESTRIAN 

TRAFFIC AND ALSO FOR BICYCLE TRAFFIC. I'M -- NOW 

OTHERS HAVE MADE A GREAT CASE FOR ALL OF THOSE 



ITEMS SO FAR. I AM SURE MANY WILL IN THE NEXT COUPLE 

OF WEEKS. RIGHT NOW I WOULD JUST LIKE TO USE THE 

REMAINING TIME THAT I HAVE TO SECOND OR THIRD OR 

FOURTH THIS CALL FOR THE COUNCIL TO BE MORE 

CREATIVE IN TRYING TO RAISE MORE MONEY FOR THE BOND 

PACKAGE AND ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WE TALKED ABOUT 

OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS AS PERHAPS OVER AS WE 

PROGRESS IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS IN OUR GENERAL FUND 

AND BALANCE LOOKS BETTER, WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO PULL 

IN SOME OF THESE SMALLER PROJECTS AND PAY FOR THEM 

OUT OF THE GENERAL FUND. I WOULD LIKE TO SEE IF MAYBE 

WE CAN MAKE AN OFFICIAL POLICY AND STATE THAT ANY -- 

ANY MONEY WE DO PULL FROM THE BOND PACKAGE INTO 

THE GENERAL FUND WOULD GO TO SPEND ON THE 

PROJECTS THAT ARE LEFT ON THE TABLE, WHETHER IT BE 

ANY MONEY FOR -- FOR OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION, 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, WHATEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE 

THAT WE MAKE THAT AN OFFICIAL POLICY OVER THE NEXT 

FEW YEARS, THAT WE DO, IF WE DO HAVE ADDITIONAL 

CAPACITY FOR THE GENERAL BUDGET, THAT WE DO BRING 

IT ON TO MORE OF THESE PROJECTS THAT AREN'T BEING 

FUNDED IN THE PACKAGE. THAT'S ALL THAT I HAVE TO SAY 

TONIGHT, THANK YOU AND THANKS FOR STAYING SO LONG.  

THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

Mayor Wynn: BOB WELCOME, THREE MINUTES.  

I'M BOB KAFKA WITH ADAPT OF TEXAS. I WILL BE BRIEF, 

ALSO, THE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY IN THE DISABILITY 

COMMUNITY IS ACCESSIBLE, AFFORDABLE INTEGRATED 

HOUSING. THE REASON WHY IT IS, ESPECIALLY FOR LOW 

INCOME PEOPLE, IS THAT SUPPLEMENT TERRI SECURITY 

INCOME WHICH MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE MEMBERS 

OF ADAPT IS $7,200 A YEAR. IT'S $600 A MONTH. SO 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BECOMES REALLY CRITICAL. THE 

67.5 MILLION RECOMMENDED BY THE BOND COMMITTEE WE 

THINK IS REALLY A -- A GOOD FIRST STEP TO SORT OF 

MAKING AUSTIN A LOT MORE DIVERSE IN TERMS OF NOT 

ONLY IN TERMS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR AND GENDER, BUT -- 

AND DISABILITY BUT ALSO OF INCOME, WHICH WE THINK IS 

REALLY IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF KEEPING A VIBRANT CITY. 

BECAUSE WHAT'S HAPPENED AND -- IN CITIES, I GREW UP IN 



NEW YORK CITY, IS THAT IT DRIVES A LOT OF -- A LOT OF 

MODERATE AND LOW INCOME PEOPLE OUT OF THE INNER 

CITY AND IT'S -- IT'S LEFT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE -- WHO ARE, 

YOU KNOW, FOR LACK OF A BETTER WORD, I SUPPOSE THAT 

I COULD DESCRIBE MYSELF AS A YUPPY DOWNTOWN AND 

SO -- SO I THINK AUSTIN, YOU KNOW, LOVES THE BUMPER 

STICKER KEEP AUSTIN WEIRD. I THINK HAVING A DIVERSE 

INCOME POPULATION IS CRITICAL, HAVING AFFORDABLE 

ACCESSIBLE HOUSING IS INTINAUGURAL TO THAT. I -- 

STEPHANIE THE PREVIOUS SPEAKER ABOUT THE NEED FOR 

KEEPING SIDEWALKS AND ACCESSIBILITY. YOU HAVE HEARD 

MANY, MANY TIMES ABOUT OUR FOLKS ROLLING IN THE 

STREET, SWAWGS AND CURB CUTS -- SIDEWALKS AND CURB 

CUTS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. THANK YOU, I HOPE YOU 

ALL HAVE A GOOD BREAKFAST THIS MORNING.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, BOB.  

LIBBY ORTIZ, MARIA VASQUEZ. PAM THOMPSON. IRAIRE 

YATES, WELCOME, ANNE KITCHEN, CHARIE [INDISCERNIBLE] 

WELCOME.  

THANK YOU, MAYOR, I'M IRA YATES. THERE'S A BOOK THAT 

RECENTLY GOT PUBLISHED THIS YEAR CALLED SPRAWL 

COSTS. IT A VERY SMALL PRIMER, EVEN A COUNCILMEMBER 

COULD FIND THE TIME TO READ IT. NOT ANYTHING THAT YOU 

PROBABLY HAVEN'T ALREADY HEARD OR KNOW, BUT 

BASICALLY OUTLINES THE CAUSES FOR SPRAWL AND WHAT 

IT COSTS. SO I'M HERE TO SUPPORT ALL OF THE BONDS AND 

ALL OF THE MONEY THAT YOU CAN PUT INTO THE BONDS TO 

KEEP YOUR CITY AN ATTRACTIVE CITY ONE WHICH YOU 

WANT TO LIVE IN DOWNTOWN. THAT WOULD BE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, LIBRARIES AND SIDEWALKS FOR 

THE PEOPLE THAT NEED THEM. BECAUSE THERE ARE A LOT 

OF PEOPLE COMING IN DOWNTOWN THAT WE NEED TO HAVE 

STAY DOWNTOWN. AND AS THEIR FAMILIES MATURE, 

THERE'S GOING TO BE AN URGE TO MOVE TO THE 

HINTERLANDS, WE NEED THEM TO STAY HERE BECAUSE IT'S 

A MULTI-FACETED APPROACH THAT'S NEEDED IN ORDER TO 

PROTECT THE NATURAL ECOSYSTEM WHICH WE NEED TO 

LIVE ON THIS EARTH. AND AREA AROUND AUSTIN IS VERY 

UNIQUE. THE ESCARPMENT AREA IS VERY, VERY UNIQUE IN 

THE WORLD. COOLSCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE NUMBER ONE 



WHY PEOPLE MOVE TO THE HINTERLANDS, SAFETY, 

AFFORDABILITY, THAT'S WHY I SUPPORT AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING DOWNTOWN, LIBRARIES DOWNTOWN, GOOD 

LIVING CONDITIONS. NOW 15,000-ACRES WAS PURCHASED 

WITH $65 MILLION, YOUR STAFF DID A WONDERFUL JOB. 

YOUR PREDECESSORS WERE GREAT WITH THEIR 

FORESIGHT. $65 MILLION WOULDN'T BUY YOU FIVE MILLION -- 

5,000-ACRES TODAY. AS A MATTER OF FACT I THINK ONE OF 

YOUR CHERRY PICKING PIECES THAT I KNOW OF THAT'S 

GOING TO PROBABLY COST YOU 36 MILLION. THAT'S MOST 

OF WHAT'S ALREADY ALLOCATED FOR OPEN SPACE. I 

WOULD SUGGEST TO YOU THAT IT'S GOING TO TAKE MORE 

LIKE ONE 20 MILLION EVEN TO GET THROUGH THE DOOR. 120 

MILLION. I KNOW THAT YOU ARE GOING TO SAY THAT'S 

IMPOSSIBLE TO DO. WE CAN'T DO IT. BUT YOU NEED TO FACE 

REALITY OR MAYBE WE SHOULDN'T EVEN BE PLAYING THIS 

GAME. MAYBE IT'S MORE IMPORTANT TO SPEND THE MONEY 

DOWNTOWN AND TRY TO KEEP THEM DOWNTOWN. IT'S 

GOING TO TAKE COOPERATIVE EFFORTS BUT POLICY 

EFFORTS, ALSO. WE NEED OTHER ENTITIES TO HELP US NOT 

ONLY BUY THE LAND, BUT TO CONTROL THE INFLATED 

PRESTIGIOUS OF THE LAND -- INFLATED PRICES OF THE 

LAND. [BUZZER SOUNDING] BECAUSE THE ENTITLEMENTS 

ALONE, WATER ENTITLEMENTS TO ONE 400-ACRE PIECE OF 

PROPERTY ALONE WOULD TAKE 3 MILLION-DOLLAR. JUST TO 

BUY THE WATER. NOT THE LAND. SO THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

TIME.  

THANK YOU, MR. YATES. [ APPLAUSE ]  

DOROTHY RICHTER. [INDISCERNIBLE] WELCOME. DAVID 

COROLLE. TED SIFF.  

HELLO. MY NAME IS KUNDA WISSE.  

SORRY,.  

NOT A PROBLEM. I'M SPEAKING AS A CITIZEN OF AUSTIN 

ALSO AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

NATIVE PRAIRIES ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS. AH. WE DO LIVE IN 

A VERY BEAUTIFUL CITY AND ONE REASON WHY IT'S SO 

BEAUTIFUL, WONDERFUL, IS THAT WE PROVIDE OURSELVES 

WITH A BALANCE OF -- OF AMENITIES BETWEEN THE 



NATURAL BEAUTY OF AUSTIN AND OUR URBAN CULTURE. 

AND THAT'S WHAT MAKES US A LIVABLE CITY. BUT THINGS 

AREN'T BALANCED BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. SENSITIVE 

WATER QUALITY ISSUES AND SPECIES PROTECTION ISSUES 

HAVE LONG KEPT US FOCUSED [INDISCERNIBLE] AND A 

BETTER BALANCE CAN BE ACHIEVED IN THIS BOND 

ELECTION. WITH INCREASE, WITH THE INCREASES AND 

DECREASES THAT YOU GUYS ARE GOING TO BE 

CONSIDERING, THE TOTAL OPEN SPACE PACKAGE SHOULD 

ABSOLUTELY BE INCREASED TO AT LEAST 170 -- I WOULD 

LIKE TO SAY THAT TO 75 MILLION AND PLEASE, PLEASE, 

PLEASE RESTORE FUNDING FOR THE EAST AUSTIN BACK 

SLASH STATE HIGHWAY 130 ENHANCEMENTS, SPECIFICALLY 

THE 5 MILLION FOR NATIVE PRAIRIES. IT'S NOT A SEXY TITLE. 

EAST AUSTIN BACK/IH -- I MEAN S.H. 130 ENHANCEMENTS, 

TRYING TO IMAGINE BEAUTIFUL OPEN SPACE ASSOCIATED 

WITH S.H. 130 IS A PRETTY HARD THING TO IMAGINE AND I 

SAY EAST AUSTIN BUT IT'S REALLY NORTH AND NORTHEAST 

AND EAST. AFTER THE MANY, MANY, MANY MILLIONS THAT 

WE SPENT ON OPEN SPACE IN THE WEST SIDE, THE -- EAST 

AUSTIN OPEN SPACE KIND OF SOUNDS IRONIC, WE NEED TO 

DO THAT. LET'S PLEASE CONTAINING THAT. I ALSO 

REITERATE THE SUGGESTION THAT WHERE HE USE THE 

MOST -- WE USE THE MOST RECENT FINANCIAL DATA FOR 

CALCULATING THE BASIS FOR WHAT WE CAN SPEND ON THE 

BONDS. SO WE CAN GET A LARGER OPEN SPACE BOND 

PACKAGE AND BUY THESE LANDS BEFORE THEY GET 

DEVELOPED. ALSO I HEARD THE SUGGESTION THAT WE -- 

THAT THERE'S BEEN AN UNEXPECTED BENEFIT FROM HIGH 

SALES TAX. AND THE -- THE SUGGESTION HAS BEEN THAT 

WE USE THAT CASH TO -- TO FUND THE SMALLER PROJECTS, 

FREEING UP MORE MONEY FOR THE OPEN SPACE. SO IN -- IN 

SUMMARY TALL GRASS PRAIRIE IS ONE OF THE MOST 

ENDANGERING ENGINEERED HABITAT TYPES IN THE WORLD. 

WE HAVE SOME LEFT HERE IN AUSTIN, 1/10th OF ONE 

PERCENT OF WHAT USED TO BE HERE, THEY WON'T BE HERE 

IF WE WAIT FOR THE NEXT PACKAGE. THE VOTERS HAVE 

ALWAYS SUPPORTED OPEN SPACE AND PARKS ACQUISITION 

AND LET'S PROTECT OUR TALL GRASS. IT'S FOR THE NOT 

LIKE WE JUST GOT IN THE CUE. WE HAVE BEEN TALKING 

TALL GRASS FOR A LONG TIME WITH THE PARKS 

DEPARTMENT OVER THE YEARS, OTHER CITIES, ROUND 



ROCK OVER THE YEARS, IT JUST NEVER QUITE MAKES IT. IT'S 

GOT TO MAKE IT SO IT'S GOT TO BE DONE. PLACES ARE 

EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY THAT WE HAVE ON THE EAST SIDE 

THAT WE CAN TAKE PRIDE IN. PLEASE HELP US PROVIDE A 

BETTER BALANCE. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ] JOYCE PULLMAN. 

SUSAN BRIGHT. TIEN DOW. RENEE HOPPER.  

GOOD MORNING, MAYOR WYNN. PRO TEM THOMAS, CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS, MY NAME IS RENEE HOPPER, A 

HOMELESS ADVOCATE, ALSO A BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 

FQHC, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR NOMINATING ME TO 

BE ON THAT. I'M ALSO ON THE HOMELESS TASK FORCE, THE 

[INDISCERNIBLE] COMMITTEE AND A MEMBER OF THE TEXAS 

HOMELESS NETWORKS AND OTHER SUBCOMMITTEES. I 

PERSONALLY HAVE HAD EXPERIENCED HOUSING CRISIS AND 

I HAVE PERSONALLY HAVE SEEN IT ALL WHEN IT COMES TO 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING. MY PARENTS WERE VERY YOUNG 

AND FORGIVE ME IF I DON'T HAVE EYE CONTACT WITH YOU 

ALL, I'M GOING TO TRY TO GET THROUGH THIS AS FAST AS I 

CAN. WE NEEDED A PLACE TO RENT. AND WE HANDED THE 

MONEY TO THE LANDLORD. THAT WAS IT. BACK THEN IT WAS 

NO CHILDREN. NOW THE THINGS HAVE CHANGED. OUR 

MILITARY NEED HOUSING. OUR VETERANS OF FOREIGN WAR. 

NOW WE HAVE TO SEEK CREDIT REPORTS, CRITERIA TO 

MEET AN APPLICATION AND FIND A FEE. EVERY DAY THE 

WAITING LIST GETS LONGER FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING. 

PUBLIC HOUSING IS UNSAFE AND UNHEALTHY AND NO ONE 

SHOULD BE FORCED TO LIVE THERE LIKE I WAS. AS A 

CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES, I REMEMBER THE U.S. 

CONSTITUTION SPOKE ABOUT PROPERTY. TAKE A LOOK 

WORD FOR WORD. EVERY DAY PEOPLE ARE FORCED TO LIVE 

IN DANGEROUS DWELLINGS IN THE CITY BECAUSE THEY 

CAN'T AFFORD. RECENTLY LOS ANGELES COMMISSIONERS 

PASSED $100 MILLION FOR THE HOMELESS ON THE FRONT 

PAGE OF THE NEWSPAPER. THAT WAS JUST IN MARCH. THE 

WAITING LIST OF FIVE TO SEVEN YEARS IN THE SAN DIEGO 

TOWN, YOU HAVE TO BE A RESIDENT. FEDERAL, STATE, 

COUNTY, CITY FUNDING TO TELL PEOPLE WHERE YOU CAN 

LIVE. THIS IS ILLEGAL. I WANT TO POINT ONE THING, I 

VOLUNTEER MY TIME. ONCE AGAIN OTHER CITIES PASSED 

ORDINANCES THAT WHEN A NEW DEVELOPMENT COMES TO 



TOWN, THEY MUST HAVE SO MANY UNITS AFFORDABLE. 

THEY WERE ONE BEDROOMS. NOT STUDIOS. APARTMENTS 

FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED ARE FORCED TO LIVE IN 

APARTMENTS THAT NEED TO BE TORN DOWN OR REPAIRED 

OR REMODELED. WHEN I WAS ACCEPTED AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO, I COULDN'T FIND A PLACE 

AT MY [INDISCERNIBLE] AGAIN I REMEMBER THIS -- THIS AS A 

NATIVE AMERICAN SAID, CHIEF SEATTLE, HE SAID THIS: I DO 

NOT KNOW WHY WE ARE BUYING AND SELLING THE EARTH 

WHEN IT'S FREE. IT IS AN INJUSTICE TO MANKIND HOW MUCH 

MONEY DOES ONE NEED? IT JUST GETS TIED UP IN PROBATE 

OR IN ESTATE [BUZZER SOUNDING] AND I WANT TO THANK 

YOU ALL, YOU ALL HAVE A VERY GOOD YEAR. THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MS. HOPPER. [ APPLAUSE ] HELLO, 

TED. HOW ARE YOU?  

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS, MAYOR PRO TEM, THANK 

YOU SO MUCH FOR STAYING THIS LATE. I'LL TRY TO GIVE 

YOU BACK AT LEAST A MINUTE. BUT FIRST THANK YOU FOR 

ALSO ALLOWING PROBABLY TWO MORE PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

CERTAINLY IF THE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE THAT SIGNED UP 

TONIGHT COME ON THE 25th, SOME MAY STAY HOME 

BECAUSE IT'S THE LAST NIGHT OF SCHOOL FOR AISD 

STUDENTS. THEY WILL BE MORE THAN ENOUGH FOLKS TO 

FILL UP ALL OF YOUR HOURS NEXT THURSDAY AS WELL AS 

FILL UP A LOT OF THE TIMES ON JUNE 8th. SO IT'S WORTH IT 

TO HAVE THIS -- THIS NEXT PHASE OF THIS NOW MORE THAN 

YEAR-LONG PROCESS. THE NEED CLEARLY HAS BEEN 

ESTABLISHED BY THE YEAR-LONG PROCESS, BUT ALSO 

TONIGHT I'M HERE AS A VOLUNTEER REPRESENTATIVE OF 

THE COALITION GREEN GROUP COALITION OF FOLKS THAT 

ARE FOR PARKS, RIVER AND RECHARGE LAND ACQUISITION. 

7500-ACRES YOUR STAFF SAYS IS UNDER IMMINENT THREAT 

OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE RECHARGE ZONE OF THE BARTON 

SPRINGS SEGMENT OF THE EDWARD'S AQUIFER. I KNOW 400-

ACRES THAT WILL BE SOLD THIS MONTH. IF WE HAD THE 

BOND ELECTION LAST SATURDAY MAYBE WE COULD HAVE 

OPTIONED THAT LAND AND PREVENTED IT FROM BEING 

DEVELOPED OVER THE RECHARGE ZONE. HOW MANY MORE 

ACRES OVER THE NEXT SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE 

NOVEMBER BOND ELECTION MIGHT BE SOLD. $75 MILLION IS 

ESTIMATED BY YOUR STAFF THAT THAT LAND COULD -- WILL 



COST IF WE BOUGHT IT ALL TODAY. THE COLORADO RIVER 

LAND ACQUISITION PROTECTION THAT WAS RECOMMENDED 

BY THE BOND ADVISORY COMMITTEE THAT $12 MILLION IS 

NOT IN THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION, THERE'S 8 MILLION 

MORE DOLLARS FOR LAND ACQUISITION IN EAST AUSTIN 

THAT WAS REFERRED TO JUST A MINUTE AGO THAT IS NOT 

IN THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION. WE CLEARLY NEED TO 

YES, SIR THE OVERALL FUNDING POT OR PIE IF WE CAN, I AM 

TOTALLY CONFIDENT THAT THE CREATIVITY AND THE 

EXPERIENCE ON YOUR COUNCIL CAN DO THAT. WE STAND 

READY OTHERS STAND READY TO HELP YOU DO THAT IF WE 

CAN. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]  

ALONA MATTHEWS, ANDREW BUCKNALL, DAVE SULLIVAN. 

LORI O MALL LEE, VICTOR EMANUEL. ISABELLA 

[INDISCERNIBLE] ALL SIGNED UP WISHING TO SPEAK. THEN A 

LOT OF FOLKS SIGNED UP NOT WISHING TO SPEAK, IN 

FAVOR. AND WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT THOSE NAMES ARE 

ALL DUAL REPORTED INTO THE RECORD. AGAIN, WE WILL 

LEAVE THIS -- I HAVE ALWAYS PLANNED TO LEAVE THIS 

PUBLIC HEARING OPEN THROUGH -- TO NEXT THURSDAY THE 

25th. AND I CERTAINLY WILL -- WILL GLADLY ENTERTAIN 

WHAT HAS BEEN A POTENTIAL FOR US SCHEDULE-WISE TO -- 

TO CONTINUE AGAIN THE FOLLOWING WEEK THURSDAY 

JUNE 8th. SO NICK ANYBODY HERE WHO -- FOR WHATEVER 

REASON I DIDN'T CALL THEIR NAME, WOULD LIKE TO 

ADDRESS US AT THIS PUBLIC HEARING? AGAIN THAT WILL BE 

CONTINUED NEXT THURSDAY. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH 

FOR YOUR PATIENCE. MS. SPENCE, I BELIEVE THIS IS OUR 

LAST ITEM. SO TECHNICALLY WE ARE LEAVING THIS PUBLIC 

HEARING OPEN, SO THERE'S NO NEED TO CLOSE THAT. 

PERHAPS A FEW COMMENTS, MAYOR PRO TEM?  

Thomas: IF YOU DON'T MIND, MAYOR, I APPRECIATE IT. MR. -- 

MR. GREG MARSHAL WHAT HE WAS SAYING ABOUT -- ABOUT 

THE HISTORICAL DISTRICT FOR THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN IS 

VERY IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY THEY HAVE CAME UP 

WITH THAT GREAT IDEA TO -- TO PRESENT THAT TO US 

TONIGHT. AND OVER THE NEXT WEEK OR TWO, I WILL ALSO 

PRESENT SOME INFORMATION THAT THEY HAVE BROUGHT 

FORWARD ABOUT THAT AFRICAN-AMERICAN DISTRICT. IT IS 



VERY IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT SAYS SOME GREAT THINGS 

ABOUT SEPTEMBER ENTREPRENEURING, PLUS ABOUT -- 

ABOUT EAST AUSTIN, GREAT EAST AUSTIN TO YOU. 

ESPECIALLY [INDISCERNIBLE], I THINK WE KNOW THAT LLOYD 

ADVANCE WORKED VERY HARD FOR THAT PARTICULAR 

FOUNDATION AND I -- THOSE ARE SOME OF THE 

INFORMATION THAT I WOULD BRING TO MY COLLEAGUES 

WITHIN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS SINCE THE 8th WILL BE MY 

LAST DAY. BUT I APPRECIATE YOU ALL'S SUPPORT FOR THAT 

ISSUE THAT I WOULD BE BRINGING FORTH THE NEXT TWO 

WEEKS, THANK YOU.  

Mayor Wynn: THANK YOU, MAYOR PRO TEM. FURTHER 

COMMENTS? HEARING NONE WE WILL CONTINUE THIS 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE -- ON THE NOVEMBER 2006 BOND 

ELECTION NEXT THURSDAY. THERE BEING NO ADDITIONAL 

ITEMS BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL WITHOUT OBJECTION WE 

STAND ADJOURNED AT 1:41 A.M.  
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